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BY TOLUSE OLORUNNIPA 
AND WILLIAM BOOTH

LOnDOn — President Biden 
kicked off his high-stakes visit to 
europe with a quick stop in Lon-
don to meet Prime Minister Rishi 
sunak, where the two leaders em-
phasized the importance of sup-
porting Ukraine and bolstering a 
show of unity ahead of a nATo 
summit that is expected to be rife 
with divisions over how allied na-
tions should support Kyiv against 
Moscow.

A 10 Downing street spokes-
man said the pair discussed “pro-
viding the support Ukraine needs 
to win this war and secure a just 
and lasting peace,” while the 
White House said they “reaf-
firmed their steadfast support for 
Ukraine in the face of Russia’s 
ongoing aggression.”

While the war in Ukraine, slog-
ging through its second year, was 
expected to dominate — and po-
tentially frustrate — Biden’s trip to 
europe, his 18-hour visit to Britain 
was largely marked by a sense of 
unity, tradition and camaraderie.

sharing smiles and surrounded 
see biden on a12

Biden, Sunak 
project unity 
on Ukraine 
before summit

BY PETER WHORISKEY

The multibillion-dollar private 
equity firm Welsh, Carson, Ander-
son & stowe took less than a year 
to create, from scratch, Colorado’s 
biggest and most prominent an-
esthesiology practice.

The financiers created a com-
pany, U.s. Anesthesia Partners, or 
UsAP, which in 2015 bought the 
largest anesthesiology group in 
the Denver region. Then it bought 
the next largest. Then it bought a 
few more. The company em-
ployed 330 anesthesiologists in 
Colorado at one point, according 
to its website, making it the state’s 
largest practice by far. It obtained 
contracts at 10 of the region’s 
15 largest hospitals, according to 
the hospitals.

The Federal Trade Commis-
sion, which is supposed to pre-

vent unfair business practices, 
questioned the company’s growth 
but did not stop it.

The company raised prices for 
its services — one by nearly 
30 percent in its first year in 
Colorado — and continued rais-
ing them for several years, ac-
cording to interviews and confi-
dential company documents ob-
tained by The Washington Post. 
The price hikes boosted patient 
bills and pushed up insurance 
rates, former company physicians 
and managers said. eventually, 
some of the company’s own doc-
tors became disillusioned, physi-
cians said, with about 1 in 3 
leaving the company over a three-
year period.

“The company became big 
enough to influence pricing and 
raised prices because it could,” 

see anesthesia on a7

Financiers bought up 
practices, raised prices

U.S. Anesthesia Partners, founded in 2012,
has grown to include 4,500 doctors in 9 states

Scott EISEn/GEtty ImaGES

floodwaters in londonderry, Vt. slow-moving storms hit the area late sunday and into Monday, pouring more than a month’s 
worth of rain on parts of new england. at least one person died, some people were stranded, and roads were impassable.

BY SCOTT DANCE, 
NIHA MASIH 

AND TIM CRAIG

Intense storms dropped more than a 
month’s worth of rain in parts of new York’s 
Hudson Valley and in Vermont from late 
sunday into Monday, causing historic flood-
ing across the northeast that killed at least 
one person, trapped dozens of others and 
washed away major roads.

The damage was the worst the region has 
seen from flooding since Hurricane Ida two 
years ago, if not since Hurricane Irene killed 
dozens in 2011. But in this case, it was not a 
product of any tropical system — laying bare 
how flooding predictions based on histori-

cal data no longer capture the threats posed 
by extreme rainfall as the planet warms and 
the air carries more moisture.

Many of the areas inundated by the 
storms now face far more serious threats 
than current federal flood maps suggest, 
according to First street Foundation data 
analyzed by The Washington Post. In or-
ange County, n.Y., where the U.s. Army 

Garrison at the U.s. Military Academy re-
ported washed-out roads sunday after more 
than eight inches of rain, what was once a 
100-year storm can now be expected to 
occur once every 19 years.

some parts of Vermont could face ex-
treme rain events twice as often, the data 
suggests. Many residents of Montpelier 
were caught off guard by the intensity of 
Monday’s rain.

“This is just a very unusual pattern, so 
certainly nobody was expecting it,” said Jack 
McCullough, the city’s mayor. “As we head 
into July, we are looking for summer weath-
er in Montpelier. We are not looking for 
this.”

see flooding on a20

Damage, death in Northeast floods 
N.Y.’s Hudson Valley, Vermont 
are inundated as threats from 

extreme rainfall increase

JULIa nIkhInSon for thE WaShInGton PoSt

A giant moment for a local baseball star
For Bryce Eldridge,  Sunday’s first round of the Major League Baseball draft was a bit of a stress test 
as the Madison High School two-way standout — think Shohei Ohtani — waited at a Vienna,Va.,  
restaurant to hear his name called. The San Francisco Giants selected him at No. 16. Story, D1
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BY MARY ILYUSHINA,
ROBYN DIXON

AND NATALIA ABBAKUMOVA

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin met with Wagner Group 
mercenary boss Yevgeniy Prigo-
zhin and 35 of his commanders 
on June 29 in Moscow, five days 
after Prigozhin launched his brief 
mutiny to oust the country’s top 
military officials, who Prigozhin 
said had botched the invasion of 
Ukraine.

The meeting was held shortly 
after Putin vowed to mete out 
“harsh” punishment against 
Wagner’s leaders as the Russian 
president grappled with the 
greatest challenge of his tenure. 
Russian elites have criticized Pu-
tin’s decision to drop insurgency 
charges against Prigozhin and 
the mercenaries after Wagner 
shot down several Russian air-
craft and killed Russian troops.

In a three-hour meeting, Krem-
lin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
said, Putin “gave his assessment” 
of the private military company’s 
fighting record in Ukraine as well 
as its actions on the day of the 
mutiny.

“The president listened to the 
commanders’ explanations and 
offered them options for further 
employment options and combat 
application,” Peskov told report-
ers in a conference call Monday.

“The commanders presented 
their version of what had hap-
pened,” he said. “They empha-
sized that they were staunch sup-
porters and soldiers of the leader 
and supreme commander in chief 
and said they were ready to con-
tinue fighting for the mother-
land.”

When Peskov was asked 
June 29 about Prigozhin’s where-
abouts, he said he had no informa-
tion. Putin made a brief appear-

see russia on a9

Days after
mutiny,
Putin met
with leader 

Despite vow to punish 
Wagner, Kremlin says he 
provided an ‘assessment’

BY EMILY RAUHALA, 
KAREEM FAHIM 

AND MICHAEL BIRNBAUM

ViLniuS, Lithuania — Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip erdogan 
on Monday agreed to support 
sweden’s nATo bid, a high-
stakes, last-minute reversal that 
came after a year of obstruction 
and on the eve of a major alliance 
summit.

The deal, announced Monday 
in the Lithuanian capital, does 
not confer membership. But if 
Turkey and fellow holdout Hun-
gary indeed ratify swedish acces-
sion, nATo will grow, cementing 
a major shift in european secu-
rity in the wake of Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

“This is a historic day,” said 
nATo secretary General Jens 
stoltenberg, expressing confi-
dence that erdogan would move 
quickly to have the Turkish legis-
lature approve the ratification. 
Hungary has said it does not 
want to be last to ratify, and 
stoltenberg said “that problem 
will be solved.”

President Biden welcomed the 
news, saying he looks forward to 
welcoming sweden “as our 32nd 
nATo ally.”

see nato on a13

 Sweden 
closer to 
joining 
NATO
turkey, a holdout, 
will now back bid

Addition would shore up 
security along Baltic Sea

“This is an all-hands-on-deck response. We have not 
seen rainfall like this since [Hurricane] Irene.” 

Vermont Gov. phil scott (R)

today’s worldView: a 2008 
debate hangs over  the summit. A14
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cORREcTIONS

l  A May 11 Local Living article 
about Crystal City real estate did 
not include Oakridge 
Elementary School in the list of 
schools for Crystal City residents.

l   A May 11 Local Living article 
about renovating old homes 
while maintaining their 
character incorrectly capitalized 
the first name of homeowner 
d’Artagnan Catellier and 
misspelled the last name of 
homeowner Eric Struchen.
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of staff Mick Mulvaney 
effectively confirmed this was 
the arrangement before backing 
off those comments. Trump was 
impeached for this, and many 
Republicans acknowledged it 
was at least improper. A key 
figure — European Union 
Ambassador Gordon Sondland — 
indicated it was probably illegal.
l A Justice Department office 

was tasked with investigating 
former secretary of state John F. 
Kerry in 2018, two days after 
Trump tweeted about Kerry’s 
“possibly illegal” activities and 
the same day Trump said Kerry 
“should be prosecuted,” 
according to former U.S. attorney 
Geoffrey Berman’s book, 
“Holding the Line.”
l A Trump political appointee 

in 2018 asked Berman to 
prosecute a prominent 
Democratic lawyer, Gregory 
Craig, and to do so before the 
midterms, Berman also said. 
(When Berman declined, it was 
prosecuted in Washington, 
where the jury acquitted Craig of 
lying to the Justice Department.)
l Berman recalled several 

other examples of political 
influence seeping into the 
Justice Department. 
“Throughout my tenure as U.S. 
attorney,” Berman wrote, 
“Trump’s Justice Department 
kept demanding that I use my 
office to aid them politically, and 
I kept declining — in ways just 
tactful enough to keep me from 
being fired.”
l Trump repeatedly applied 

public pressure on the Justice 
Department to take it easy on his 
allies, prompting Barr to remark 
that Trump’s comments “make it 
impossible for me to do my job.”

This is a necessarily 
incomplete list. It doesn’t 
include, for example, Trump’s 
pardoning of political allies at a 
historic rate. This was his 
prerogative as president, but it 
certainly plays into the idea that 
Trump intended to wield the 
government for political benefit.

Some of these instances have 
also been investigated to some 
extent, and they might not 
necessarily involve criminality. 
Trump certainly benefited from 
being insulated from criminal 
consequences as president.

But the picture that is crystal 
clear is one of Trump, at the very 
least, wanting to weaponize the 
government against his foes.

“He was always telling me that 
we need to use the FBI and IRS 
to go after people,” Kelly told the 
Times last year, adding that “it 
was constant and obsessive and 
is just what he’s claiming is being 
done to him now.”

In addition to Kelly, we have 
Berman, Barr and Trump’s 
former national security adviser 
John Bolton all pointing to 
Trump’s own sins on this front.

Congressional Republicans 
give away the game when the 
committee charged with rooting 
out such official, political 
misdeeds deems them unworthy 
of investigation — or even 
opprobrium.

power for his political ends.
To wit: 
l Trump also wanted the IRS 

to investigate former FBI 
director James B. Comey and 
former deputy director Andrew 
McCabe, along with Hillary 
Clinton, former secretary of state 
and Trump’s presidential 
challenger, and other perceived 
foes, Kelly said last year. Comey 
and McCabe were audited, the 
odds of which happening 
randomly is infinitesimal. (An 
inspector general report last year 
found no connection between 
Trump and the audits, but raised 
concerns that warranted further 
investigation.)
l Trump publicly and 

repeatedly pushed for McCabe’s 
firing before McCabe was due to 
receive full retirement benefits, 
ultimately succeeding mere 
hours before that would have 
taken place.
l Trump told his White House 

counsel that he wanted to order 
probes of Clinton and Comey, per 
the Times. (His press secretary in 
late 2017 also said prosecuting 
Comey was “something that 
certainly should be looked at” at 
the Justice Department.)
l Trump said publicly in late 

2020 that former president 
Barack Obama and former vice 
president Joe Biden should be 
indicted and indicated he had 
made such a case to his attorney 
general, William P. Barr.
l He said in 2019 that it would 

be “appropriate” for him to ask 
for an investigation of Biden.
l He withheld security 

assistance from Ukraine while 
seeking to have the country say it 
was opening an investigation 
involving Biden’s son, Hunter 
Biden, releasing the aid only 
when the situation became 
public. Acting White House chief 

probe was repeatedly hailed by 
Trump. But rather than citing 
political bias, Durham cited “a 
serious lack of analytical rigor” 
and “confirmation bias,” while 
noting that the latter is a 
“common human tendency” that 
is “mostly unintentional.”

What we instead have with 
regard to Strzok and Page is 
arguably even more compelling 
evidence that Trump wanted to 
weaponize the federal 
government — against them. 
Indeed, unlike the Russia probes, 
it’s difficult to understand this as 
having to do with anything but a 
political vendetta. (We stand 
waiting for evidence that Trump 
had some inside knowledge of 
alleged tax misdeeds by Strzok or 
Page.)

This is a significant legal 
matter, given it’s illegal for a 
president to “directly or 
indirectly” request an IRS audit. 
We don’t know yet whether 
Trump’s actions amounted to 
that; he made a habit of 
suggesting such things rather 
than ordering them. But it would 
sure seem worth digging into, 
given that his former chief of 
staff has now said this in a sworn 
statement and that there is other 
evidence of Trump wanting to 
turn the IRS and Justice 
Department against his foes 
(which we’ll get to).

It’s a situation that epitomizes 
the selectiveness of the GOP’s 
“weaponization” crusade. For 
years, Republicans have decried 
the weaponization of the 
government. Since winning back 
the House, they’ve launched 
investigations. But even as their 
theories have failed to come to 
fruition, on the flip side, we have 
continued to learn more about 
how Trump at the very least 
sought to wield the levers of 

The House 
GOP’s effort to 
rip the lid off 
what it sees as 
the 

“weaponization” of the U.S. 
government hasn’t exactly gone 
well. The theories remain thinly 
constructed. The allegations 
have often gone well beyond the 
available evidence or even been 
contradicted by it. Conservative 
grumbling about the work 
product began early on.

The good news is that, to the 
extent that the House Judiciary 
Committee’s new 
“weaponization” subcommittee 
and Oversight Committee are 
intent on good-faith efforts to 
root out examples of the 
government being turned 
against political adversaries, 
there remain some great and 
still-unexplored targets dating 
back just a few years — from the 
Trump administration.

On Friday came merely the 
latest evidence of President 
Donald Trump possibly wielding 
the levers of the government 
against his foes. The New York 
Times reported that Trump’s 
former White House chief of staff 
John F. Kelly said in a sworn 
statement that Trump had 
floated having the IRS 
investigate two key figures in the 
investigation into Russia’s 
interference in the 2016 
presidential election.

Peter Strzok and Lisa Page 
were best known for exchanging 
anti-Trump text messages while 
the Russia probe was unfolding. 
This, of course, was hailed by 
Trump and his allies as being 
proof positive that the Russia 
investigation was politically 
motivated — the original 
“weaponization” of the 
government against Trump.

But neither the Justice 
Department inspector general 
nor special counsel John 
Durham found evidence that 
these private sentiments 
amounted to politically tainting 
the investigation.

Inspector General Michael 
Horowitz found no evidence 
“that political bias or improper 
motivation influenced the 
decisions” to open the 
investigations (while finding 
many other problems). Durham’s 

The Fix

aaron 
blake

How  Trump sought to ‘weaponize’  government 

ronda churchill for the Washington Post

Although Congress is  investigating  “weaponization” of the U.S. government,  writer Aaron Blake says 
there remain some great and still-unexplored targets from the tenure of President Donald Trump.

“Throughout my 
tenure as U.S. 

attorney,  Trump’s 
Justice Department 

kept demanding that I 
use my office to aid 

them politically, and I 
kept declining — in 

ways just tactful 
enough to keep me 
from being fired.”

Geoffrey Berman,
 former u.s. attorney

18 Months
with no 

payments and 
no interest

*with approved credit. 
Call for details. 

Offer expires 7/31/2023

–or–

50% off 
Installation 

with 12 months no interest 
with minimum monthly 

payments.

INSULATION SALE

202-996-3586 DC
301-245-2492 MD
703-278-9016 VA VA #2705029456A | MHIC #46744 

DC #67000878 | NC #77474

***Attics Only - 
We Do Not Do 

Crawl Spaces***

FREE
Air Sealing

with purchase of the 
Perfect Attic System

Oil Heat      Natural Gas
Summer is HERE!

Installing Multilayer 
Foil Attic Insulation, 
Blown Insulation and 
Air Sealing Can Have 
an Immediate Impact 
on Your Energy Bill!

CHARTER SPONSOR

Conversations 
with authors

AUGUST 12

2023

Stories for 
children

Book 
Signings

Free for Readers of All Ages

9 am to 8 pm
Walter E. Washington Convention Center

Visit loc.gov/bookfest to learn more. 

P0357 3x10.5

Washington
Post podcasts
go with you
everywhere.
wpost.com/podcasts

 S
0

2
6

3
 1

x2
.5



tuesday, july 11 ,  2023  .  the washington post eZ Re  A3

Politics & the Nation
crime despite three investiga-
tions by federal prosecutors.

Nassar previously had been at-
tacked in prison. According to 
Nassar’s lawyers, he was assault-
ed within hours of his release into 
the general population at his first 
prison stop — USP Tucson in 
Arizona — in May 2018. Officials 
transferred Nassar first to a hold-
over facility in Oklahoma and 
then to the prison in Florida, 
which a former inmate has de-
scribed as “a so-called special-
needs prison — a ‘safe’ facility 
where informants, former cops, 
ex-gang members, check-ins 
(prisoners who intentionally put 
themselves in solitary confine-
ment to be safe), homosexuals 
and sex offenders can all, suppos-
edly, walk the yard freely.”

James “Whitey” Bulger and 
other noted mobsters; Leonard 
Peltier, a Native American activist 
who was convicted of killing two 
FBI agents in 1975; and a number 
of people convicted on terrorism 

charges have been incarcerated at 
USP Coleman.

Last year, a Federal Bureau of 
Prisons review deemed the opera-
tions at Coleman — the largest 
correctional complex in the Unit-
ed States — to be “deficient,” 
mainly because of its 14 percent 
vacancy rate among its correc-
tional officers. Earlier this year, 
an official with the local correc-
tional officers union said the pris-
on was short-staffed by nearly 100 
people, a number that can reach 
175 on certain days.

The Florida Department of 
Corrections logged five homi-
cides at its facilities between July 
2022 and June 2023. That’s down 
from the six-year high of 23 be-
tween July 2018 and June 2019. 
The Federal Bureau of Prisons 
reported about 165 instances of 
inmates being found guilty of 
assault in 2022.

Ben Brasch contributed to this 
report.

BY CINDY BOREN 
AND MATT BONESTEEL

Larry Nassar, the disgraced 
sports physician who was con-
victed of sexually abusing female 
athletes when he worked for USA 
Gymnastics and at Michigan 
State University, was stabbed 
multiple times during an alterca-
tion with another incarcerated 
person at a federal prison in 
Florida, the Associated Press re-
ported Monday.

Two people who spoke with the 
AP on the condition of anonymity 
because they were not authorized 
to publicly discuss details of the 
incident said it occurred Sunday 
at United States Penitentiary 
Coleman in Florida, with one 

saying Nassar was stabbed in the 
back and chest. They added that 
he was in stable condition Mon-
day and that an investigation is 
ongoing.

Nassar admitted to sexually 
assaulting athletes, including 
Olympic gold medalists Simone 
Biles, McKayla Maroney and Aly 
Raisman. In 2021, athletes 
reached a settlement requiring 
the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic 
Committee, USA Gymnastics and 
their insurers to pay them 
$380 million.

In 2018, several athletes testi-
fied to more than two decades of 
abuse, saying their claims had 
been ignored by coaches, trainers 
and other officials.

Nassar was sentenced to a min-

imum of 40 years and a maximum 
of 175 years in prison for his 
crimes after seven days in which 
more than 160 girls, women and 
parents gave wrenching testimo-
ny describing the impact of his 
sexual abuse.

“I’ve just signed your death 
warrant,” Judge Rosemarie 
 Aquilina said in announcing her 
sentence to Nassar, who is now 
59.

In a scathing report released in 
July 2021, the Justice Depart-
ment’s inspector general found 
that senior FBI officials failed to 
properly investigate serious sex-
abuse allegations against Nassar 
— allowing his abuse to continue 
— and determined the officials 
gave misleading or false answers 

Disgraced sports physician Nassar 
reportedly stabbed in Florida prison

BY PRAVEENA 
SOMASUNDARAM

For years, Hamod Ali Saeidi 
walked 15 blocks to a New York 
City mosque for Dhuhr, the second 
of Islam’s five daily prayers.

On the walks to and from 
prayer, he would get calls from his 
wife checking on him. Saeidi, 87, 
loved to walk in the city, his grand-
son said — to the mosque, to visit 
with friends, to get fresh air on the 
streets surrounding his Queens 
home — and he always answered 
his wife’s calls to tell her where he 
was.

But when his wife called on 
Saturday, Saeidi didn’t answer.

On his way to the mosque 
around 11:30 a.m., Saeidi was fa-
tally shot in the back by a man 
riding by on a scooter, police said.

The fatal shooting was one in a 
string that morning in Brooklyn 
and Queens, New York Police De-
partment officials said. During a 
roughly half-hour period on Sat-
urday, a gunman riding a scooter 
fired at people in six separate 
shootings, killing Saeidi and 
wounding three others, police 

said.
On Sunday, Thomas Abreu, 25, 

was arrested to face one charge of 
murder, two counts of attempted 
murder and six counts of criminal 
possession of a weapon, police 
said. Officials have not deter-
mined a motive, but the acts ap-
pear random based on the victims’ 
demographics, NYPD Assistant 
Chief Joseph Kenny said in a news 
conference Saturday.

Saeidi was a humble, caring 
person who could make anyone 
laugh, said his grandson, Waseem 
Saeidi. He said his grandfather 
hadn’t wanted a car, preferring to 
get around by foot.

“He loves walking,” said Wa-
seem Saeidi, 38. “And it’s just the 
wrong place at the wrong time.”

He said if his grandfather were 
still alive, he would’ve forgiven the 
gunman.

“But, honestly, me — I do not 
forgive this person,” he said. “I 
need justice.”

The attacks began around 
11:10 a.m. in Brooklyn, officials 
said in a news conference on Sat-
urday. The gunman approached a 
21-year-old man from behind and 

shot him once in the left shoulder. 
The shooter was riding a scooter 
without a license plate, according 
to police.

About 17 minutes later, Saeidi 
was fatally shot in Queens. Wit-
nesses told police the perpetrator 
was a man on a scooter who had 
also fired at a nail salon in the 
area.

While at the scene where Saeidi 
was shot, officers were told of an-
other incident involving a man on 
a scooter shooting toward a group 
of people at a nearby intersection 
on Jamaica Avenue, police said.

Around 11:35 a.m., a 44-year-
old man was shot once in the face 
after the gunman had fled north, 
according to police. They said Sat-
urday that the victim was in criti-
cal condition.

A minute later, the gunman 
shot toward another man in the 
area but missed, police said.

The following minute, a 63-
year-old man was shot in his 
shoulder. Witnesses again de-
scribed a man on a scooter as the 
perpetrator, according to police.

At the scenes of most of the 
incidents, police found spent 

9mm casings, according to Kenny. 
During the investigation, police 
recovered video of the gunman 
and sent images to all NYPD offi-
cers. Abreu was taken into custody 
around 1:10 p.m., police said. A 
scooter and a 9mm semiautomat-
ic pistol were taken from the 
scene, according to Kenny.

He added Saturday that the in-
vestigation was ongoing. Police 
identified Saeidi as the victim who 
died but have not identified any of 
the three people who were wound-
ed.

On Sunday, hundreds gathered 
at a community center in the 
Bronx to remember Saeidi, a fa-
ther of six, Waseem Saeidi said.

The 87-year-old had immigrat-
ed to the United States from Yem-
en. In the 1970s, he moved to New 
York, where he bought real estate 
and ran businesses to support his 
family.

Saeidi was dedicated to taking 
care of those in his family and 
community alike, Waseem Saeidi 
said.

He recalled when his grandfa-
ther bought him his first bike 
when he was a teenager in 1997. He 

N.Y. grandfather slain by scooter-riding gunman

when confronted about those fail-
ures. One of the agents in ques-
tion retired in 2018, and another 
was fired after the Justice Depart-
ment report was released. Nei-
ther has been charged with a 
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Larry Nassar, 59, has admitted 
to sexually assaulting athletes.

had ridden the bike to a pizza shop 
and ran in to buy two slices. But 
when he came back out, his bike 
was gone.

He said he thought his grandfa-
ther would be angry about his 
leaving a brand-new bike outside. 
Instead, Saeidi comforted the boy. 
And two days later, he received a 
new bike — a black and orange 
Mongoose.

The Saeidi family had planned 
to take a trip to Yemen this month. 
They wanted to spend time to-
gether back home, after years had 
passed since their last visit.

Instead, Waseem Saeidi, his fa-
ther and his cousins have canceled 
the trip.

“It’s impossible to see our coun-
try without our grandfather,” he 
said.

SAeidi fAmily

Hamod Ali Saeidi was shot dead Saturday by a man on a scooter, 
New York police said, part of a rampage that left three others hurt.
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on a young character who starts 
out downtrodden but, through in-
dustriousness and good deeds, 
finds success.

Alger’s work remained popular 
into the 20th century, years after 
his 1899 death. In 2006, the sexual 
assault allegations against him 
prompted the renaming of a Marl-
borough, Mass., fair that had car-
ried his name, the Worcester Tele-
gram & Gazette reported.

Who are some of the Horatio 
Alger Association’s notable 
members?

The association selects mem-
bers who embody its ideals, in-
cluding perseverance through 
hardship, belief in the free-enter-
prise system and dedication to a 
better future, according to its web-
site. They are meant to come from 
humble circumstances, similar to 
characters in Alger’s books, and to 
be self-made men and women.

Their work ranges from busi-
ness to arts to athletics to public 
service. Some household names 
appear in the association’s mem-
bership directory, including Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, astronaut 
Buzz Aldrin, Fox News executive 
Roger Ailes and TV personality 
Oprah Winfrey.

Theranos founder Elizabeth 
Holmes became the youngest in-
ductee in 2014. Former president 
Donald Trump’s father, Fred 
Trump, was a member, and so are 
former New York mayor Mike 
Bloomberg and actor Tom Selleck.

Although the organization has 
a wide range of members, they 
“have trended conservative,” the 

New York Times reported.

What is Thomas’s role?
Thomas became a member of 

the association three decades ago, 
joining the exclusive circle of 
wealthy and powerful members 
who celebrated his accomplish-
ments and gave him proximity to 
what the Times called “a lifestyle 
of unimaginable material privi-
lege.”

Thomas has in some regards 
emerged as “a leading light” for 
the association, the Times report-
ed. He has given the group and its 
members access to the Supreme 
Court, placing medals around the 
necks of new members during an 
exclusive ceremony held annually 
in the courtroom. He has also 
served as a kind of ambassador for 
the group and, in 2010, was 
awarded its highest honor.

Through friendships made in 
the group, Thomas has been invit-
ed to luxurious vacation retreats, 
VIP sections of National Football 
League games and star-studded 
events. The revelation of those 
benefits comes amid scrutiny over 
Thomas prompted by a ProPubli-
ca report revealing that the justice 
has received luxury trips and oth-
er perks from Dallas billionaire 
Harlan Crow.

The lavish gifts, accepted over a 
20-year period, were not disclosed 
by the justice. Their unveiling has 
reinvigorated calls for the Su-
preme Court to adopt a binding 
code of ethics — and turned a 
spotlight on the lavish gifts given 
to members of the nation’s highest 
court.

BY BRITTANY SHAMMAS

An exclusive circle of wealthy, 
powerful Americans is in the spot-
light after a New York Times re-
port showed how Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas has ben-
efited from being a member.

The Horatio Alger Association 
of Distinguished Americans, an 
Alexandria-based nonprofit or-
ganization, has counted the jus-
tice as a member for three dec-
ades. The New York Times report-
ed that he has called it “a home to 
Virginia and me,” referring to his 
wife, Virginia “Ginni” Thomas, 
and said it “has allowed me to see 
my dreams come true.”

Here’s what to know about the 
organization.

What is the Horatio Alger 
Association of Distinguished 
Americans?

Named for the Gilded Age 
American author Horatio Alger, 
the association espouses the “rags 
to riches” philosophy woven 
through Alger’s books — the idea 
that anyone who works hard can 
succeed, regardless of circum-
stances. (Americans vastly overes-
timate that likelihood, econo-
mists told The Washington Post in 

2017. A recent Harvard study 
showed differing opinions, along 
political lines, on the matter.)

Educator Kenneth Beebe 
founded the association in 1946, 
hoping to inspire younger genera-
tions by giving awards to two New 
York business executives who he 
thought embodied the American 
Dream. According to federal tax 
documents, the association was 
launched to “combat a growing 
attitude among young people that 
economic opportunity was a thing 
of the past.”

In the years since its founding, 
the group has presented the Hora-
tio Alger Award to a new class of 
about 10 to 12 people annually, 
inducting them into the associa-
tion as lifelong members. The 
awards are given during three 
days of festivities in Washington, 
which, according to the Times, 
typically include dinner at the Na-
tional Portrait Gallery and recep-
tions at the Ritz-Carlton. More 
than 750 people have been given 
the designation, according to the 
organization’s website, and there 
are more than 300 living mem-
bers of the Horatio Alger Associa-
tion.

Since 1984, the organization 
has given college scholarships to 

Exploring Thomas’s ties 
to an exclusive circle 
of wealthy Americans

high school students “who fit the 
Horatio Alger profile.” Upward of 
$245 million has gone to more 
than 35,000 students, the associa-
tion’s website says.

The group also seeks, according 
to its tax filings, “to spread the 
message that America’s free enter-
prise system provides the greatest 
opportunities in the world for per-
sonal achievement and success.”

What else is there to know 
about Horatio Alger?

A native of Massachusetts, Alg-
er was born in 1832 to a Unitarian 
minister, according to the History 
channel’s website. He graduated 
from Harvard in 1852 and worked 
as a teacher and writer before 
returning to the university for di-

vinity school.
He served as a minister at a 

Unitarian church in Brewster, 
Mass., but left the post — and the 
town — within two years after 
being accused of sexually assault-
ing two boys. In documents kept 
at the Harvard Divinity School, 
local church officials complained 
to superiors in Boston about the 
allegations, the Associated Press 
reported. Alger’s father promised 
his son would resign and never 
work in the church again, accord-
ing to the AP.

Alger then moved to New York 
City. His serialized magazine story 
inspired by the homeless children 
he encountered on city streets 
became a huge hit and led to a 
series of books. The tale centered 
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Horatio Alger Association membership has given Supreme Court 
Justice Clarence Thomas proximity to what the New York Times 
called “a lifestyle of unimaginable material privilege.”

BY DEVLIN BARRETT

The federal prosecutor oversee-
ing the Hunter Biden tax investi-
gation partially addressed allega-
tions of Justice Department 
wrongdoing on Monday, telling 
lawmakers that while he dis-
cussed with other officials the pos-
sibility of filing charges outside of 
Delaware, where he is based, no 
one denied him that option.

The letter from Delaware U.S. 
Attorney David Weiss is the latest 
salvo in a back and forth that 
erupted after two IRS agents 
claimed Justice officials stymied 
and slow-walked their investiga-
tion of the president’s son.

Tensions between the Justice 
Department, FBI and IRS over 
how to handle the Hunter Biden 
investigation came to a head in 
the past month, as Biden reached 
a deal with Weiss to plead guilty to 
two misdemeanor tax charges and 
admit to having illegally pos-
sessed a gun.

Biden is scheduled to plead 
guilty later this month, under 
terms that would also dismiss a 
gun charge against him if he ad-
heres to probation and other con-
ditions for two years, according to 
people familiar with the details of 
the plea negotiations who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to 
describe the terms.

Shortly before the plea deal was 
struck, an IRS supervisory agent 
named Gary Shapley took his 
whistleblower complaints to a 
congressional committee, alleg-
ing a series of actions and inac-
tions by Justice Department offi-
cials that he said hobbled a more 
serious tax case against Biden.

Among Shapley’s complaints 
were that Weiss, at an Oct. 7 meet-
ing, allegedly told the FBI and IRS 
agents working on the case that he 
was not the “deciding official on 
whether charges are filed,” ac-
cording to a transcript of Shap-
ley’s congressional interview.

Weiss further surprised the 
agents, Shapley alleged, by saying 
that U.S. Attorney Matthew 
Graves, who oversees federal 
prosecutions in the nation’s capi-
tal, would not allow Weiss to 

charge Biden in D.C. That’s where 
Biden lived in 2014 and — accord-
ing to Shapley — committed his 
most serious tax crimes.

Weiss, a holdover from the 
Trump administration, allegedly 
told those at the Oct. 7 meeting 
that he had known for months 
that Graves’s office had rejected 
filing charges against Biden.

Shapley also said Weiss told the 
group that he had asked the Jus-
tice Department to appoint him as 
a special counsel, which would 
give him broader independence in 
the investigation, “and was de-
nied that authority.”

Everyone at the meeting 
“seemed shell-shocked, and I felt 
misled by the Delaware United 
States Attorney’s Office,” Shapley 
said, according to the transcript of 
his interview. 

While it is common for dis-
agreements to flare up between 
agents and prosecutors, it is very 
rare for agents to take those com-
plaints to Congress as whistle-
blowers. Shapley told lawmakers 
that he came forward because Jus-
tice Department officials “provid-
ed preferential treatment and un-
checked conflicts of interest in an 
important and high-profile inves-
tigation.”

Shapley also said he and the 
other IRS agents who had been 
involved in the Biden case were 
removed in May. One of them — 
the case agent, or primary investi-
gator in the case — also spoke to 
the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee about his concerns. The 
case agent’s name has not been 
made public.

Congressional Republicans 
have seized on the agents’ allega-
tions as evidence of their long-
running claims that the Biden 
Justice Department has failed to 
pursue allegations of wrongdoing 
against the Biden family. Attorney 
General Merrick Garland has de-
fended the institution, insisting 
Weiss had full authority to make 
charging decisions, and said in 
late June that Weiss never asked 
him to be made a special counsel.

Weiss’s letter was sent to Sen. 
Lindsey O. Graham (S.C.), the sen-
ior Republican on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee. The prosecutor 
does not address what was or 
wasn’t said at the October meet-
ing with Shapley and others. But 
he insists he never asked to be 
appointed as a special counsel — a 
title that would grant him an extra 
level of independence from the 

politically appointed leadership 
of the Justice Department.

Weiss wrote he had “discus-
sions with Department officials” 
regarding another possible ap-
pointment under a different part 
of Justice Department regulations 
“which would have allowed me to 
file charges in a district outside 
my own without the partnership 
of the local U.S. Attorney. I was 
assured that I would be granted 
this authority if it proved neces-
sary.”

Weiss wrote that he has “never 
been denied the authority to bring 
charges in any jurisdiction.”

Shapley’s lawyers fired back 
Monday with a written statement, 
saying the U.S. Attorney’s “story 
continues to change,” and labeling 
any involvement of Biden appoin-
tees in discussions of the Hunter 
Biden investigation as problemat-
ic.

“As a practical matter, it makes 
no difference whether Weiss re-
quested special counsel or special 
attorney authority,” their state-
ment said. “Under no circum-
stances should ‘the process’ have 
included the political appointees 
of the subject’s father, because 
Congress and the public had been 
assured it would not — but it did.”

The new Weiss letter follows 
another, more vaguely worded 
one he sent more than a week ago 
to congressional Republicans. In 
the face of demands for answers 
and testimony from lawmakers 
about his handling of the political-
ly sensitive case, Weiss has said he 
cannot discuss the particulars of 
the tax investigation. In Monday’s 
letter, Weiss also said there is an 

ongoing investigation related to a 
related area of interest to Republi-
cans, an FBI document alleging 
possible wrongdoing by the Biden 
family.

Republicans on the House Judi-
ciary Committee are expected to 
press FBI Director Christopher A. 
Wray about the Biden case at a 
congressional hearing Wednes-
day, as senior law enforcement 
officials increasingly find them-
selves at the center of a public war 
of words among lawyers for Hunt-
er Biden, lawyers for Shapley, and 
members of Congress.

Last month, Abbe Lowell, one 
of Biden’s lawyers, took the un-
usual step of defending the pros-
ecutors’ handling of his client’s 
case, and attacking Shapley in a 
letter. Lowell accused Republi-
cans of misusing congressional 
investigations to try to smear his 
client, and suggested federal 
agents had leaked information to 
reporters, particularly for a Wash-
ington Post story on Oct. 6, 2022 — 
the day before the contentious 
meeting described by Shapley — 
that said agents believed they had 
a chargeable case against Biden.

Lawyers for Shapley fired back 
last week, saying Lowell “steps so 
close to the defamation line that 
he gets chalk on his shoe” by sug-
gesting that Shapley and the IRS 
case agent might have gone to 
Congress to try to cover up their 
own possible misconduct.

Shapley also signed an affidavit 
that declares: “I was not the 
source for the October 6, 2022 
Washington Post article, nor have 
I ever had any contact” with the 
two reporters who wrote it.

Hunter Biden prosecutor  denies IRS agents’ claims of Justice Dept. wrongdoing 
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Hunter Biden arrives at Fort Lesley J. McNair in D.C. on July 4. 
He  is scheduled to plead guilty  later this month to two tax charges.

U.S. attorney tells 
Congress he never asked 

to be special counsel
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Assuring 
Safe AI.

From ChatGPT to augmented reality, precision medicine, 
optimized supply chains, and personal AI assistants, the 
possibilities of artificial intelligence are endless. 

The promise of AI is staggering. Improved decision making. 
Increased productivity. Enhanced customer service. Improved 
healthcare. Increased safety. Environmental sustainability. 

Goldman Sachs predicts that AI could increase corporate 
profits by 30 percent in the next decade, and that generative 
AI alone could raise the global GDP by 7 percent.

But AI will also be used to violate personal privacy, 
spread disinformation, perpetuate social bias, and disrupt 
democratic processes. 

The military kill chain will be driven at hypersonic velocity 
without a human in the loop. Cyberattack swarms will besiege 
critical infrastructure like 21st century locust plagues. 

To forestall the deleterious consequences of AI, some are 
proposing the creation of regulatory agencies to review and 
approve computer algorithms prior to publication.

These proposals are naïve. The number of algorithms published 
today is exceptionally large and growing exponentially. There 
is simply not enough money, not enough people, nor sufficient 
intellect to evaluate this enormous volume of mind-numbingly 
complex information. It is an impossible task. 

The effects of regulation will be to hamstring technological 
advancement, or worse, to criminalize science—to the advantage 
of our economic competitors and military adversaries.

The most efficacious approach to control AI rapidly is to legislate, 
not regulate. A few simple, common-sense guidelines would go 
a long way toward mitigating risk.

It should be unlawful to:

•  Publish algorithms that collect personally identifiable 
information without providing each person the right to be 
forgotten upon receipt of notice

•  Publish algorithms that create or propagate hazards to 
public health

•  Publish algorithms that are used to facilitate crimes

•  Publish algorithms that are used to interfere with the 
democratic process

•  Deploy high-consequence military AI applications, 
including but not limited to weapons systems, without senior 
civilian oversight

Straightforward legislation can leverage the well-established 
and rich fabric of the courts and criminal justice system to 
keep us safe. 

Thomas M. Siebel
CEO, C3 AI
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Actor joins Democratic 
race for U.S. Senate

Hill Harper, an actor best 
known for his work on the 
television series “The Good 
Doctor” and “CSI: NY,” 
announced a bid Monday for a 
U.S. Senate seat from Michigan, 
entering a crowded Democratic 
primary that has so far been 
dominated by Rep. Elissa Slotkin 
(D).

In media interviews, Harper, a 
first-time political candidate, 
pledged to run to Slotkin’s left, 
calling himself “the most 
progressive candidate” in the 
field.

A campaign website lists his 

areas of focus as “universal 
healthcare,” “end the filibuster,” 
“climate justice” and “jobs and 
economic dignity.”

Harper, 57, is an Iowa native 
who has said he moved to 
Detroit in 2018. In addition to his 
acting, he has written advice 
books and owns a coffee shop in 
Detroit.

Harper became the sixth 
Democratic candidate to enter 
the race to succeed retiring Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow (D). Stabenow 
announced in January that she 
would not seek a fifth term next 
year in the battleground state.

If elected, Harper, who is 
Black, would join a Senate that 
now has only three Black 
members: Sens. Cory Booker (D-
N.J.), Raphael G. Warnock (D-

Ga.) and Tim Scott (R-S.C.). 
There are no Black women in the 
Senate, but several are running 
in 2024.

While Harper has not sought 
elected office before, he has 
spent time on the campaign trail 
as a celebrity surrogate for then-
Democratic presidential 
candidate Barack Obama, his 
Harvard Law School classmate 
with whom he also played 
basketball. Obama later 
appointed Harper, a thyroid 
cancer survivor, to the 
President’s Cancer Panel.

Harper faces an uphill battle 
against Slotkin, a three-term 
congresswoman who flipped a 
GOP-held seat in 2018 and is a 
former CIA analyst.
— John Wagner and Colby Itkowitz 
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Judge stops changes
 of sex on licenses

Kansas must stop allowing 
transgender people to change 
the sex listed on their driver’s 
licenses, a state court judge 
ordered Monday as part of a 
lawsuit filed by the state’s 
Republican attorney general.

District Judge Teresa Watson’s 
order will remain in effect for up 
to two weeks, although she can 
extend it. But it’s significant 
because transgender people have 
been able to change their driver’s 
licenses in Kansas for at least 
four years, and almost 400 
people have done it. Kansas will 
be among only a few states that 

don’t allow any such changes.
The judge issued the order 

three days after Attorney 
General Kris Kobach sued two 
officials in Democratic Gov. 
Laura Kelly’s administration. 
Kelly announced last month that 
the state’s motor vehicles 
division would continue 
changing driver’s licenses for 
transgender people so that their 
sex listing matches their gender 
identities. Kobach contends that 
a law, which took effect on July 1, 
prevents such changes and 
requires the state to reverse any 
previous changes in its records. 
It defines “male” and “female” so 
that Kansas law does not 
recognize the gender identities 
of transgender, nonbinary or 
gender nonconforming people.

Watson wrote in her brief 
order that for the motor vehicles 
division to keep making changes 
for transgender people would 
cause “immediate and 
irreparable injury.” Driver’s 
licenses remain valid for six 
years, and Watson noted 
Kobach’s argument that licenses 
“are difficult to take back or out 
of circulation once issued.”

Kelly’s office said it was 
working on a response to 
Watson’s order. Kelly won her 
first term as governor in 2018 by 
defeating Kobach, who was then 
the Kansas secretary of state. He 
in turn staged a political 
comeback last year by winning 
the attorney general’s race as she 
captured a second term.

— Associated Press

Digest

said it was unlikely to affect his 
office’s efforts, which include 
communicating with social me-
dia platforms and operating a 
facts vs. myths website that de-
bunks common falsehoods about 
voting.

“It strikes me as overly broad 
and intentionally counterpro-
ductive in terms of the work that 
all of us do to push back against 
disinformation,” Simon said. 
Still, he noted that the suit was 
rooted in part in an argument 
that the federal government’s 
regulatory role gave it leverage 
that his office doesn’t have.

“We don’t have guns and badg-
es. There are no penalties we can 
impose. There is no license we 
can revoke or suspend,” he said. 
“We’re in the democracy busi-
ness, not in the regulatory busi-
ness.”

Al Schmidt, Pennsylvania’s top 
election official, said he too does 
not expect any changes in his 
state’s plans to counter election 
misinformation.

“It’s too early to tell and too 
difficult to predict” whether le-
gal challenges will eventually 
present obstacles at the state 
level, said Schmidt, a Republican 
appointed to his post by Demo-
cratic Gov. Josh Shapiro. “It’s 
certainly something that we’re 
going to keep an eye on, but I 
don’t anticipate right now it 
having any effect on our efforts 
to combat misinformation in the 
election space.”

BY CAT ZAKRZEWSKI 
AND TIM STARKS

The Justice Department asked 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
5th Circuit on Monday to stay a 
preliminary injunction that puts 
extraordinary limits on govern-
ment communications with so-
cial media companies, arguing 
that the sweeping order could 
chill law enforcement activity to 
protect national security inter-
ests.

The 22-page request came just 
hours after U.S. District Judge 
Terry A. Doughty denied the 
Justice Department’s request for 
a stay. Doughty imposed the 
preliminary injunction limiting 
government communications 
with social media companies 
July 4.

The Justice Department’s fil-
ing signaled that it could seek 
the intervention of the Supreme 
Court, saying that at a minimum, 
the 5th Circuit should put the 
order on pause for 10 days to give 
the nation’s highest court time to 
consider an application for a 
stay.

In its filing, the Justice De-
partment warned that the in-
junction could bar a wide swath 

of communications between the 
government and the tech indus-
try, stopping the president, for 
instance, from denouncing mis-
information about a natural dis-
aster circulating online.

It also said the order has the 
potential to disrupt communica-
tions about the fentanyl crisis or 
the security of federal elections, 
warning that it creates legal 
uncertainty that could lead to 
“disastrous delays” in respond-
ing to misinformation.

In rejecting the Justice De-
partment’s request that he stay 
his order, Doughty said that the 
order creates exceptions for com-
munications related to criminal 
activity, national security 
threats, cyberattacks and foreign 
attempts to interfere in elec-
tions, and that the Biden admin-
istration did not cite any specific 
examples in which the injunc-
tion’s limits on communications 
“would provide grave harm to 
the American people or our dem-
ocratic processes.”

“Although this Preliminary In-
junction involves numerous 
agencies, it is not as broad as it 
appears,” Doughty, a Trump-ap-
pointed judge, wrote in his deni-
al of the stay. “It only prohibits 

something the Defendants have 
no legal right to do — contacting 
social media companies for the 
purpose of urging, encouraging, 
pressuring, or inducing in any 
manner, the removal, deletion, 
suppression, or reduction of con-
tent containing protected free 
speech posted on social-media 
platforms.”

But the Justice Department’s 
appeal to the 5th Circuit said 
those “carveouts cured neither 
the injunction’s overbreadth nor 
its vagueness.”

“May federal officials respond 
to a false story on influential 
social-media accounts with a 
public statement, or a statement 
to the platforms hosting the 
accounts, refuting the story? May 
they urge the public to trust 
neither the story nor the plat-
forms that disseminate it?” the 
request asks. “May they answer 
unsolicited questions from plat-
forms about whether the story is 
false if the platforms’ policies call 
for the removal of falsehoods? 
No plausible interpretation of 
the First Amendment would pre-
vent the government from taking 
such actions, but the injunction 
could be read to do so.”

Civil rights groups, academics 

U.S. asks 5th Circuit to halt limits on 
contact with social media companies

and tech industry officials say 
the order — which places restric-
tions on more than a dozen 
health and law enforcement 
agencies and officials across the 
federal government — could un-
dermine work to address disin-
formation on social media. They 
warn that the judge’s injunction 
could unravel efforts to protect 
U.S. elections that were devel-
oped after revelations of Russian 
interference in the 2016 election.

In issuing the injunction, 
Doughty said the Republican 
state attorneys general who 
brought the lawsuit are likely to 
prove that a variety of govern-
ment agencies and officials “co-

erced, significantly encouraged, 
and/or jointly participated” in 
suppressing social media posts 
that included anti-vaccination 
views and questioned the results 
of the 2020 elections.

The State Department last 
week canceled a meeting about 
2024 election preparations with 
Facebook’s parent company, 
Meta, in the wake of Doughty’s 
injunction.

On Monday, state election offi-
cials said they would continue 
their efforts to address online 
disinformation, despite the in-
junction. Minnesota Secretary of 
State Steve Simon criticized the 
injunction Monday morning but 

tom Brenner for the Washington Post 

The Justice Department’s filing warned that a court’s order could 
stop President Biden from denouncing online misinformation.
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in a statement.

UsaP comes to Denver
In 2014, a year before selling to 

UsAP, Harkness and other part-
ners in Greater Colorado Anes-
thesia began looking for ways to 
keep up with the rapidly chang-
ing health-care market.

The firm itself had been creat-
ed just two years before as a 
combination of three practices, 
and it stood as Denver’s largest, 
with more than 90 board-certi-
fied anesthesiologists.

even so, with hospitals and 
insurers merging, the doctors felt 
pressure to keep growing, too, 
and they hired a law firm, shep-
pard mullin, for advice about 
possible expansion. If the medical 
group did nothing, the law firm 
advised in a slide presentation, 
the doctors would be “unlikely” to 
get insurers to pay significantly 
more for services in the short 
term because “rates are relatively 
high, compared to historical lev-
els.”

Joining with other large firms 
would also enable the doctor 
group to invest in enhanced qual-
ity control and a more efficient 
back-office system.

By January 2015, the doctors of 
Greater Colorado Anesthesia vot-
ed to sell to UsAP for $94 million, 
giving the private equity start-up 
its first foothold in Colorado. The 
firm’s anesthesiologist partners 
each received, on average, about 
$1 million in cash and company 
stock, according to physicians 
and contract documents.

Within a year, UsAP acquired 
the next-largest practice in the 
region, south Denver Anesthesi-
ologists, which was almost as 
large as Greater Colorado. more 
acquisitions would follow.

“By sharing resources across a 
larger group, the Denver commu-
nity will receive higher quality 
and more efficient anesthesia ser-
vices,” UsAP chief Bratberg said 
in a public statement at the time.

UsaP raises rates
With its acquisitions, UsAP 

had become the region’s preemi-
nent anesthesiology practice, and 
it quickly sought to raise rates, 
according to documents.

one page of an internal UsAP 
company presentation labeled 
“Guiding strategies” at the time 
listed 11 points.

“Accelerate rate increases,” 
said one. “Pricing +/-5% range, 
for market’s lead insurers,” said 
another.

While prices were already “rel-
atively high,” according to the law 
firm advising Greater Colorado 
Anesthesia, UsAP was able to 
negotiate significant price hikes 
with insurers.

for patients insured under the 
Cofinity network, effective pay-
ment to UsAP jumped 29 percent, 
according to the internal compa-
ny documents.

for patients covered by an-
other insurer, Anthem, UsAP 
rates would rise 17.5 percent in 
the first year the contract was up 
for renewal, according to the doc-
uments.

see anesThesia oN a8

said matt Bigalk, who worked as 
director of operations at UsAP’s 
Colorado branch from 2015 to 
2017 and who previously handled 
negotiations with insurers for 
one of the merged firms. He now 
works at another Denver anesthe-
sia practice.

A spokesman for UsAP denied 
that it wielded monopoly power. 
The company said the firm faces 
plenty of competition and pres-
sure from insurance companies.

As the United states struggles 
to control medical costs, however, 
private equity firms like Welsh 
Carson have become critical play-
ers in health-care economics, 
with private equity funds acquir-
ing hundreds of physician prac-
tices across America and, accord-
ing to multiple academic studies, 
raising prices while returning bil-
lions to investors.

A 2022 study published in 
JAmA Internal medicine based 
on six years of data, for example, 
found that when anesthesia com-
panies backed by private equity 
investors took over at a hospital 
outpatient or surgery center, they 
raised prices by an average of 
26 percent more than facilities 
served by independent anesthe-
sia practices.

since its founding in 2012, 
UsAP has built a staff of more 
than 4,500 clinicians and spread 
to nine states, typically following 
the same approach it took in 
Denver: acquiring the largest an-
esthesiology firm in a city and 
growing its reach from there, 
company officials said. It has is-
sued more than $1.3 billion in 
dividends to its shareholders.

Information about private eq-
uity acquisitions of doctor groups 
is scarce because private equity 
firms are not required to make 
the same financial disclosures 
that public companies do. Be-
cause of confidentiality agree-
ments, the academic analyses of 
the industry do not name the 
companies raising prices.

Internal UsAP documents 
shared with The Post, however, 
offer a rare glimpse into one such 
private equity venture into physi-
cian services, describing both the 
price hikes and how the company 
dealt with federal regulators re-
viewing whether UsAP was accu-
mulating monopoly power. The 
Post also interviewed or reviewed 
legal documents from a dozen 
former UsAP anesthesiologists.

UsAP executives declined an 
interview on the record but pro-
vided some answers in written 
statements. Their public rela-
tions representative, Jeff Birn-
baum, provided others.

“UsAP faces significant com-
petition in Colorado, from a vari-
ety of groups and health care 
organizations,” said a statement 
from robert Coward, the compa-
ny’s chief executive. “UsAP’s aver-
age annual net rate increases 
from major insurers in Colorado 
are modest and in line with na-
tional benchmarks.”

The company’s clinical govern-
ance board in Colorado, com-
posed of 10 physicians, also sent a 
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tients they serve,” the statement 
said. “It also seems clear that the 
information provided to The 
Washington Post by competitors 
during the reporting of this story 
is both misleading and untrue.”

Asked what information was 
misleading and untrue, the com-
pany did not answer.

“size creates negotiating pow-
er,” said Ambar Laforgia, a busi-
ness professor at University of 
California at Berkeley, who has 
studied medical pricing and co-
wrote the paper on anesthesia 
pricing that was published in 
JAmA Internal medicine.

The price hikes that doctor 
groups negotiate with insurers 
might seem irrelevant to most 
Americans, but they affect every-
one because the insurers pass on 
the higher costs, health econo-
mists said, and much of the bur-
den falls on patients and their 
families.

About 60 percent of working-
age U.s. adults ages 19 to 64 
receive health insurance through 
an employer, according to statis-
tics from Kff. When insurers pay 
more for medical care, they 
 typically pass the increases along 
to employers and employees 
through higher premiums and 
deductibles. If employers take on 
the increased costs, employees 
may receive lower wages.

“rising costs of health care 
ultimately hurt workers and their 
families,” said Cathy schoen, an 
economist and former senior vice 
president of research and policy 
at the Commonwealth fund, a 
health-care foundation. “for dec-
ades, this has been one of the 
reasons U.s. wages have been so 
depressed.”

Though their prices have risen, 
the company said, hospitals and 
patients have saved because 
UsAP’s patients spend fewer days 
in the hospital. Company officials 
pointed to a peer-reviewed study 
showing that UsAP patients in 
some Texas hospitals had signifi-
cantly shorter hospital stays. sev-
en of the eight authors of the 
study have been affiliated with 
UsAP or Welsh Carson, according 
to the disclosures included in the 
paper. The eighth author also has 
worked for UsAP, according to his 
LinkedIn page.

The company also said that in 
600,000 completed patient sur-
veys, 95 percent of patients rated 
their care from UsAP-Colorado as 
“good” or “great.”

“As a practicing UsAP physi-
cian, I can attest to the focus 
myself and my fellow clinicians 
have on providing the highest 
quality patient care and serving 
the communities where we live 
and work,” matthew maloney, 
UsAP’s chief clinical officer, said 

The origins of UsaP
The private equity firm that 

created UsAP, Welsh, Carson, An-
derson & stowe, is a New York 
outfit that specializes in buying 
and managing health-care and 
technology firms. since its found-
ing in 1979, the firm has invested 
more than $31 billion on behalf of 
its clients.

funds raised by Welsh Carson 
have invested in, among other 
things, doctor groups in radiolo-
gy, emergency medicine and out-
patient surgery.

Its venture in anesthesiology 
was financed from a $3.9 billion 
fund Welsh Carson raised in 
2009.

The anesthesia company creat-
ed by Welsh Carson began opera-
tions in 2013 when it purchased 
Greater Houston Anesthesiology, 
that city’s largest practice. It then 
bought the largest practice in 
Dallas, and then the largest in 
orlando. It then added other 
firms in those regions, creating 
even bigger doctor groups in 

those markets.
The company’s growth strategy 

involved “identifying the most 
attractive geographies and estab-
lishing a presence within them by 
partnering with the leading 
groups of anesthesiologists,” the 
company’s chief executive at the 
time, Kris Bratberg, said in a news 
release.

In presentations to the doctor 
groups it wanted to buy, execu-
tives from Welsh Carson and 
UsAP presented a vision of an 
anesthesiology firm that would 
be more efficient and more profit-
able: back-office operations 
would be combined; the larger 
firm would have the money to 
invest in technology for monitor-
ing quality.

The expanded doctor groups 
would also have more negotiating 
power to command higher prices 
from commercial insurers. A 
UsAP presentation at the time 
described the economic incen-
tives of the larger firm as “Better 
contracts … Lower overhead.”

Asked for comment for this 
story, Welsh Carson responded 
with a statement through a public 
relations firm, Goldin solutions.

“We are proud of the dedicated 
clinicians at UsAP who have cre-
ated a practice group that pro-
vides enhanced care to the pa-

fTC officials that there was still 
plenty of competition in the re-
gion, according to interviews and 
the company documents ob-
tained by The Post.

one of the company represen-
tatives was Peter Harkness, an 
anesthesiologist who was then 
chairman of the clinical govern-
ance board of UsAP’s Colorado 
branch.

Today, he believes that UsAP’s 
presentation to the fTC was mis-
leading though he believed it to 
be accurate at the time.

“I was given talking points [for 
the fTC meeting], but I’m a doc-
tor not a businessman,” Harkness 
said. “What UsAP led us to be-
lieve would happen is that we 
were going to be the premier 
practice in Denver. Patients and 
quality would be the first priori-
ty.”

It didn’t turn out that way, 
Harkness and other UsAP physi-
cians said.

Harkness sued UsAP with four 
colleagues in 2020 to extract 

themselves from their employ-
ment contracts, arguing that they 
contained an unreasonably re-
strictive noncompete clause that 
required them to pay damages to 
UsAP to practice elsewhere in 
Denver. The heart of the case was 
settled with the doctors paying 
undisclosed amounts to UsAP 
and the company terminating re-
strictions on where they could 
work in Denver.

The Colorado attorney general 
also has reviewed the company’s 
practices, former physicians said, 
and the fTC was investigating 
again as recently as last year, the 
Wall street Journal reported. Nei-
ther of the agencies has pursued 
antitrust enforcement against 
UsAP. The agencies declined to 
comment.

officials with UsAP declined to 
comment on the investigations 
other than to point out that the 
fTC’s 2016 inquiry ended without 
enforcement action.

“We cannot comment on any 
inquiries other than to say that 
UsAP cooperates fully with infor-
mation requests from govern-
ment agencies and regulators,” a 
UsAP spokesman said. As for 
patients, the company said that 
they are satisfied and that quality 
has improved under its manage-
ment.

statement: “UsAP-Colorado is a 
physician-run, patient-focused 
anesthesia practice that is proud 
of the quality of care that we 
provide,” the board members 
said. “A few disgruntled former 
UsAP physicians here have ap-
parently complained to you about 
us, but they are providing you 
with provably false information. 
UsAP does not exercise market 
power in Colorado. … We are 
pleased with the way physicians 
are scheduled and compensated.”

Company officials did not 
share annual price increases on 
contracts but said the company’s 
negotiated rates with insurers in 
Colorado rose at the rate of 
3.7 percent annually from 2014 to 
2019. That’s a total increase of 
20 percent over the five-year peri-
od, meaning UsAP’s prices rose 
twice as fast as median prices 
measured in a national survey by 
the American society of Anesthe-
siologists, or AsA.

The company called that sur-
vey unreliable, saying its sample 
size was too small; the AsA col-
lects voluntary information from 
about 200 or more practices an-
nually. The company also object-
ed to comparing its five-year price 
increase with the national medi-
an price increase, saying the aver-
age increase would be a more 
appropriate comparison. While 
the median increase was about 
9 percent for that period, the 
average increase was about 
10 percent, according to AsA sur-
vey publications. By either meas-
ure, UsAP’s prices rose about 
twice as fast as prices nationally.

eventually the company raised 
prices so high that in 2020, Unit-
ed Health, the nation’s largest 
health insurer, terminated its 
contract with UsAP, saying the 
anesthesia company had pushed 
its rate demands too far. The 
insurer said it had singled out the 
UsAP contract for termination 
because the company wanted to 
charge 70 percent more than 
competitors in Colorado and 
twice as much as competitors in 
Texas. UsAP blamed the cancella-
tion on a national strategy by the 
insurer to push down prices. The 
two sides later reached an agree-
ment.

Antitrust reviewers have 
looked into UsAP’s acquisitions 
at least three separate times, ac-
cording to company accounts, 
physicians and media reports. 
None of the inquiries has ended 
with enforcement action. The 
earliest of the known inquiries 
was in september 2016, shortly 
after UsAP moved into Colorado, 
when company officials faced 
questions from the fTC. In re-
sponse, two company representa-
tives flew to Washington to assure 

Merging of anesthesia practices  
drew  regulators’ scrutiny 

“The company became big enough to influence 
pricing and raised prices because it could.” 

Matt Bigalk, who was director of operations at USAP’s
 Colorado branch from 2015 to 2017. USAP maintains that its rates

 were in line with comparable markets. 
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The Harkness lawsuit revolved 
around similar issues. In that 
case, the judge threw out two of 
the physicians’ four claims and 
then the case was settled. USAP 
required that the agreement end-
ing the case include a judgment 
against the plaintiff ’s claims.

Such “noncompete” clauses, 
which have been common in phy-
sician contracts, can stifle compe-
tition by making it harder for 
competitors to hire employees, 
and in 2016, the fTC wanted to 
know more about the employ-
ment contracts.

In a draft letter to fTC officials, 
attorneys for USAP wrote that the 
noncompete clause had little ef-
fect on doctors’ ability to leave 
USAP and join a competitor.

“Non-compete provisions do 
not reduce anesthesiologists’ mo-
bility,” the draft letter said.

The letter acknowledged that 
the contract could require a phy-
sician to pay “damages” to USAP 
to work elsewhere, but not how 
much the damages would 
amount to. In the margins of 
USAP’s draft letter to the fTC, a 
note indicated that physicians 
who leave might be obliged to pay 
more than $200,000 in damages 
and said: “Not mentioning that 
here.”

Some anesthesiologists who 
left USAP said they ultimately 
found work out of state because 
they wanted to avoid legal com-
plications from the noncompete 
clause.

“There were no consistent 
places to work in Denver — so my 
only choice was to go out of state,” 
said Bridget Bailey, who worked 
for USAP in Denver from 2015 to 
2020.

After leaving USAP, she took 
temporary work in Detroit, Port-
land, ore., Nebraska and mon-
tana. After the noncompete 
clause expired two years after she 
left USAP, she returned to Denver.

“The travel was good at first, 
but in the end, it was emotionally 
and physically exhausting,” said 
Bailey, who had two middle-
school children during that time. 
“It was terrible.”

USAP also sought to enforce a 
noncompete contract against an-
other physician, michael A. 
Crocker, who had signed the con-
tract with the previous firm and 
left the firm before the merger. He 
said the contract essentially re-
quired him to move.

“Based on the concentric cir-
cles [around USAP facilities] in 
the contract, I would have had to 
move to another city, either to 
Boulder or Colorado Springs,” 
Crocker said. otherwise, he said, 
the contract required him to pay 
more than $200,000.

He sued his previous firm to 
undo the restriction and won on 
the noncompete issue. The 
merged firm appealed this win, 
and Crocker prevailed again in 
2018 in appeals court. USAP said 
it hasn’t imposed the noncom-
pete provision in new contracts 
for years.

maloney, USAP’s chief clinical 
officer, said that the noncompete 
provisions were “compliant with 
local laws and industry customs, 
and are reasonable for the 
 purpose of protecting our physi-
cians’ legitimate business inter-
ests. our agreements do not force 
departing physicians to relocate.”

As a result of the turmoil, 
 several anesthesiologists who 
worked at Greater Colorado An-
esthesia who voted back in 2015 
to be bought out by USAP now 
regret it, and say the entry of 
USAP has profoundly changed 
the anesthesiology business.

“It was one of the biggest mis-
takes I ever made in my profes-
sional career,” said Chris Strouse, 
one of the Denver anesthesiolo-
gists who worked for the compa-
ny for five years before suing to 
release himself from the USAP 
contract.

“We took a very forward-think-
ing group that was focused on 
quality and turned it into
 a  private-equity-backed money 
machine that sends profits to the 
East Coast by making patients 
pay more for their insurance ben-
efits. That’s what’s gross about 
the whole scenario.”

and 2021, according to a survey by 
the Association for Advancing 
Physician and Provider recruit-
ment. A national figure for 2022 is 
not yet available. While the com-
pany had once employed 330 an-
esthesiologists in the state, ac-
cording to its website, the figure 
has dropped to 275, the company 
said.

“Like many organizations, in-
cluding other physician practices 
across the country, USAP-Colora-
do’s turnover increased during 
the pandemic,” Coward said. The 
company attributed part of its 
turnover to the contract dispute 
with United Health. It said the 
2022 figures show that turnover 
has begun to decline.

In interviews, 12 former USAP 
anesthesiologists cited an array 
of reasons for leaving.

for starters, their pay declined 
more than they expected, they 
said. The company more often 
required them to work shifts of 
more than 24 hours, physicians 
said. Some said they were asked 
to take on more than 80 hours in a 
week. Several said that under 
USAP management, they felt like 
interchangeable “widgets” with 
less control over the practice than 
they previously had.

one of those who wanted out 
was Adam manchon, who with 
his partner Steven milo, also went 
to court to extract themselves 
from the employment contract 
and set up their own practice.

“It became very corporate, very 
impersonal — like the Walmart of 
anesthesia,” manchon said, ex-
plaining why he left the firm. “It 
went from ‘patients first’ to ‘we 
want to make it bigger, we want to 
make it more profitable.

“Their doctors were over-
worked and paid below market 
rate for what they do,” manchon 
said. “That’s why their doctors 
were leaving.”

Under the contracts many 
signed, physicians who left USAP 
to work elsewhere in Denver 
could be required to pay “damag-
es” amounting to $200,000 or 
more, physicians said. The “dam-
ages” provision applied to physi-
cians who took jobs within 
15 miles of a facility that USAP 
served. The prior firm had a simi-
lar provision. Because USAP 
served more than 65 Colorado 
hospitals and surgery centers, ac-
cording to its website, the clause 
meant that much of the region 
was off-limits to USAP anesthesi-
ologists who wanted to switch 
jobs without having to pay “dam-
ages.”

manchon and milo settled with 
USAP, agreeing to pay damages 
while USAP agreed to terminate a 
noncompete provision in their 
contracts.

about 45 percent of company 
stock. many physicians own 
USAP stock because when USAP 
bought doctor practices, it often 
paid the doctors partly in stock.

Several physicians said they 
have been unable to redeem their 
shares, which they valued at hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars. 
They asked that their names not 
be used because they are still 
seeking to sell their shares back 
and fear retaliation.

In a statement, USAP acknowl-
edged that some share redemp-
tions “did not occur.” The state-
ment attributed this to the pan-
demic, saying that “we were cau-
tious about how we deployed our 
capital and used our cash.”

five years after USAP began its 
foray into Colorado, physicians 
began to leave in larger numbers 
than before. many had signed 
employment agreements when 
USAP acquired the medical 
groups, and those were expiring. 
The pandemic had begun.

Turnover at USAP reached 
8 percent in 2020, 17 percent in 
2021 and 11 percent in 2022, 
according to company figures. By 
comparison, the median rate of 
physician turnover nationally 
was 7 percent annually in 2020 

relentless drive to grow burned 
out physicians, which, he said, 
detracted from quality.

“At the time, I believed what I 
was saying,” he said. “But then we 
kept adding practices, we kept 
taking on more and more busi-
ness and getting stretched thin-
ner and thinner, and that’s when I 
realized something had really 
gone wrong.”

Harkness currently practices 
with another doctor group in 
Denver, and USAP called him a 
competitor.

The company said it isn’t big 
enough to wield monopoly power 
in Colorado, asserting that as of 
December it employed fewer than 
21 percent of the state’s anesthesi-
ologists. It said it hasn’t acquired 
any new practices in the state 
since 2019 and has no acquisi-
tions planned. In addition, it cit-
ed a 2022 American medical As-
sociation study indicating that 
through consolidation, insurers 
may have gained an unfair advan-
tage in setting prices for physi-
cian services.

anesthesiologists leave
USAP officials often tout that 

the company is “physician-
owned,” with doctors owning 

whelming price pressure from 
large insurance companies, and 
that USAP was merely standing 
up for the physicians. They said 
USAP has agreed to substantial 
rate reductions in some of its 
recent contracts — including cuts 
of 35 and 42 percent — but said 
they would not identify the par-
ties or give other specifics be-
cause of confidentiality provi-
sions in the agreements.

Aetna, Cigna, Cofinity and 
United declined to comment for 
this story.

the FtC meeting
A year after USAP began buy-

ing up Colorado anesthesiology 
practices, the fTC began to ask 
questions about the potential for 
USAP to wield monopoly power.

The fTC inquiry appears to 
have been spurred by USAP’s ac-
quisition of the largest and the 
next-largest anesthesiology firms 
in the Denver area.

fTC officials have declined to 
comment on the matter, but two 
aspects of the company’s conduct 
appear to have drawn regulators’ 
interest, documents provided by 
USAP to the agency show. The 
first is whether the company 
dominated the market enough to 
artificially raise prices. The sec-
ond is whether the company’s 
contracts with physicians, which 
included noncompete provisions, 
unfairly restricted the supply of 
doctors.

Girding for the fTC inquiry, 
the firm drafted multiple sets of 
talking points and, as many com-
panies do, coached its main wit-
nesses — Harkness and an execu-
tive at the firm — to answer 
questions. A meeting between the 
fTC and the company was set for 
September 2016.

The talking points included: 
“USAP faces significant local, re-
gional and national competition.”

Contrary to hurting the econo-
my, USAP said, its size “will result 
in more efficient and cost-effec-
tive service for hospitals, payers 
and patients.”

Harkness and the other execu-
tive met with attorneys at ropes 
& Gray for a day and a half to 
prepare for the fTC meeting, he 
said.

“They would ask me questions 
that the fTC was likely to ask and 
then they would say, ‘How about 
you say it this way?’ ” Harkness 
recalled.

“We went down to Washington 
to tell the fTC that consolidation 
would be great for health care in 
Colorado,” he said.

He believed that at the time.
 Today he believes that the big-

ger firm reduced competition 
among anesthesiology practices 
in Denver and that the firm’s 

for patients covered by United 
Health, USAP prices began to 
climb more rapidly, too. The Unit-
ed contract was particularly im-
portant because of its size.

Anesthesiologists are paid 
based on how many “units” of 
work a procedure requires, with 
units reflecting the time needed 
for a procedure and its difficulty.

The documents show how the 
rates for United patients acceler-
ated after July 2015, just months 
after USAP bought Greater Colo-
rado Anesthesia.

In the 21/2 years before then, the 
group’s price for United patients 
rose about 4 percent, from about 
$101 per unit, to $105 per unit, 
according to documents and in-
terviews. In the 21/2 years after-
ward, rates increased about 
13 percent, or about three times 
as fast, from $105 per unit in 2015 
to $119 per unit in 2017, according 
to company documents.

By September 2020, the price 
had reached $128.50 per unit, 
according to an economist’s re-
port filed in Harkness’s court 
case. After the pressure from 
United, the report noted, the 
price fell to $110 per unit.

The expansion of USAP also 
raised rates another way: When 
anesthesiologists from smaller 
firms came under the USAP um-
brella, their prices were bumped 
up to USAP prices.

for example, when South Den-
ver Anesthesiologists was ac-
quired by USAP in 2016, its rates 
for Anthem patients climbed 
from $65 per unit to about $79 
per unit, a 21 percent increase, 
according to the documents.

Similarly, another doctor 
group in Denver, Guardian Anes-
thesia, was charging United 
about $75 per unit in 2020; when 
USAP won the contract at the 
hospital where Guardian had 
been operating, it charged about 
$125 per unit, or 66 percent more 
for services provided by the same 
anesthesiologists, according to 
the documents.

“The prices are not connected 
at all to quality,” said Tanya Argo, 
an anesthesiologist who founded 
Guardian Anesthesia and has re-
tired.

In a statement to The Post, 
USAP said that in general, by 
using clinical data and best prac-
tices, “we provide superior clini-
cal care.”

Citing the journal study, malo-
ney, the company’s chief clinical 
officer, said the company’s “clini-
cal initiatives have been shown to 
increase the quality of care and 
patient satisfaction relative to na-
tional benchmarks.” He attribut-
ed this to “the significant invest-
ment we made in our systems and 
processes that allows the capture 
and use of meaningful clinical 
data.”

As for the price hikes cited by 
The Post, the company said those 
“selective statements … do not 
accurately represent our results. 
… USAP’s average annual net rate 
increases from major payers are 
modest and in line with national 
benchmarks, and, in certain cas-
es, rates have actually declined.”

moreover, the company said, 
some of the prices that were 
raised had been substantially be-
low market rates.

However, the company’s rates 
for three of the state’s largest 
insurers — Aetna, Cigna and 
United — were much higher than 
some industry averages. At the 
end of 2016, about two years after 
USAP entered the market, USAP 
set prices for all three of the 
insurers at $110 per unit or more, 
according to the company docu-
ments. By contrast, the median 
price in the rocky mountain re-
gion was $71 per unit, according 
to the annual survey by the ASA, 
and no other region in the United 
States had a median exceeding 
$80 per unit.

In response, USAP said the 
ASA rocky mountain region is 
not a valid comparison because it 
includes states such as montana 
and Wyoming with less expensive 
and more rural markets.

Company executives also said 
that anesthesiologists face over-
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Peter Harkness, a doctor who outlined USaP’s views before the FtC, now believes that presentation was misleading. He has left the firm. 

“the prices are not connected at all to quality,” said tanya argo, 
whose Guardian anesthesia was acquired by USaP. She is retired.

S0114 6X3.5

Washington Post newsletters deliver more of what you’re looking for.
Discover and subscribe for free at washingtonpost.com/newsletters

heal h & welln ss?



tuesday, july 11 ,  2023  .  the washington post eZ re  A9

ministry’s failures. In the week 
before the rebellion, his approval 
rating reached 58 percent, accord-
ing to independent opinion poll-
sters Levada Center.

The Kremlin has moved aggres-
sively to destroy Prigozhin’s popu-
larity. over the weekend, the rus-
sian state television flagship news 
show “Vesti Nedeli” broadcast a 
piece claiming that “opportunist 
Prigozhin” tried to seize lucrative 
real estate in St. Petersburg to 
advance his business interests.

other reports on state media 
portrayed him as a greedy bandit 
with a criminal past motivated by 
money, and asked whether he em-
bezzled some of the billions of 
dollars he received in government 
contracts to bankroll the sprawl-
ing empire from which the Krem-
lin is now struggling to untangle 
itself.

too?” he asked in his Telegram 
blog, using a nickname for Wag-
ner fighters. “And will Putin re-
ceive the parents and widows of 
the killed pilots, or ‘that’s a differ-
ent story?’ ”

Pro-Kremlin commentators 
said Putin was attempting “to un-
derstand the political origins of 
the crisis” and prevent future dis-
turbances.

“It is also important to affirm 
Wagner fighters’ loyalty — to rus-
sia, not Prigozhin,” said political 
consultant Sergei markov. “Prigo-
zhin himself, apparently, present-
ed himself negatively, because af-
ter this meeting there was a 
strong information attack on 
him.”

Prigozhin his emerged as an 
unlikely truth-teller in russia, 
willing to talk openly about the 
heavy casualties and the defense 

ent decision to keep Shoigu and 
Gerasimov in their jobs risks 
deepening divisions in the mili-
tary and undermining russian 
military morale as Ukraine con-
tinues to press its counteroffen-
sive to expel the invaders.

The June 29 meeting under-
scores Prigozhin’s continuing lev-
erage and deep-rooted connec-
tions in government, and also his 
broader popularity, particularly 
among pro-war russian national-
ists who have been pressing for 
tougher action against Ukraine.

Igor Girkin, a veteran of the 
2014 russian campaign in 
Ukraine and now a nationalist 
critic of the Kremlin, ridiculed 
Putin’s decision to meet with 
Prigozhin.

“Will there be a photo of 35 
‘musicians’ swindling and mak-
ing the fool out of the president 

military preparedness — and who 
in russian military and security 
services knew about the rebellion 
in advance but did nothing to 
warn authorities.

Gen. Sergei Surovikin, under 
scrutiny for his close relations 
with Prigozhin, was not present at 
Gerasimov’s meeting. russian in-
dependent media have speculated 
that he has been detained. Alexei 
Venediktov, the longtime editor in 
chief of Echo of moscow radio, 
which was forced to close in rus-
sia, said monday that Surovikin 
did not call or send a message to 
his wife on her birthday, July 3, 
nor did he contact his eldest 
daughter on monday, her birth-
day.

Surovikin is popular among 
russian military bloggers and 
hard-liners who have been criti-
cizing the top brass. Putin’s appar-

istry. The video shows Gen. Valery 
Gerasimov, chief of russia’s gen-
eral staff, receiving battlefield up-
dates and ordering steps to identi-
fy Ukrainian missile launch sites 
and bolster the country’s protec-
tion against air attacks. It was 
unclear when the video was re-
corded.

Prigozhin has repeatedly ac-
cused Gerasimov and Shoigu of 
denying ammunition to his mer-
cenaries, training their own sol-
diers poorly and failing in 
Ukraine.

Since the rebellion, Kremlin 
propagandists have been striving 
to portray Putin as a wise leader 
who averted civil war in a single 
day. But Wagner’s lightning ad-
vance to within 125 miles of mos-
cow, and its capture, apparently 
unopposed, of cities en route, 
raised questions about russia’s 

ance that day at a government 
forum as the Kremlin sought to 
promote the impression that rus-
sian society was “consolidating” 
around the president, and to 
boost the russian leader’s popu-
larity with some staged events.

Prigozhin returned to russia 
last week, according to Belarusian 
President Alexander Lukashenko, 
a Putin ally. A businessman in 
St. Petersburg, Prigozhin’s home-
town, said the Wagner leader had 
returned to reclaim money and 
weapons seized by the russian 
government.

The future of his mercenary 
group remained unclear. The 
June 29 meeting suggests the de-
tails of the deal between Prigo-
zhin and Putin, which was bro-
kered by Lukashenko, were still 
being hammered out.

Ultimately, the Wagner chief 
agreed to stop the “march of Jus-
tice,” his armed advance on mos-
cow, and Putin agreed to not pun-
ish him or his fighters.

Prigozhin has said his conflict 
with Defense minister Sergei 
Shoigu, and particularly Shoigu’s 
plan to absorb Wagner into the 
regular army, was the catalyst for 
the rebellion.

Putin said Wagner fighters 
could sign contracts with the de-
fense ministry, relocate to Bela-
rus, or disband and go home. 
Satellite imagery revealed a camp 
being built in Belarus, but neither 
Wagner nor Lukashenko con-
firmed it would serve as a new 
base for the mercenaries.

mercenary service is technical-
ly illegal in russia, but Wagner 
started taking part in the war a 
few months after russia invaded 
Ukraine in february 2022. The 
mercenary group is a key assault 
force, responsible for the few bat-
tlefield wins russia has achieved 
in recent months.

russia’s top military com-
mander in the war, another Prigo-
zhin target, reemerged monday 
after two weeks of silence, in a 
video posted by the defense min-
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Putin and
Prigozhin
met days
after mutiny

reuters

Fighters from the Wagner private mercenary group leave the Southern Military District headquarters in Rostov-on-Don, Russia, last month.
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86 rescued; scores of 
migrants still missing 

Spanish authorities rescued 
86 people Monday from a boat 
near the Canary Islands that 
appeared to be from Senegal, 
after an aid group reported that 
three boats from the African 
country went missing with about 
300 people aboard.

Spain’s Maritime Rescue 
Service said it could not confirm 
whether the rescued boat was 
one of the three reported 
missing.

Eighty men and six women of 
sub-Saharan origin were rescued 
and expected to reach Spanish 
soil Monday evening, the 
Spanish agency said. It also said 
it had alerted boats sailing in 
Atlantic waters between the 
Canary Islands and West Africa 
to be on the lookout for other 

migrant boats still missing.
Helena Maleno Garzon, 

coordinator for the aid group 
Walking Borders, said the three 
missing boats departed Senegal 
in late June. Two left June 23 
from Mbour, a coastal city in 
central Senegal, carrying about 
100 people, and a third left the 
southern town of Kafountine 
four days later with about 200 
people, Garzon said. There has 
been no contact with the boats 
since their departures, she said. 

— Associated Press

iNDiA

Flooding, landslides 
kill at least 22

Northern India was battered 
by heavy rains, causing flooding 
and landslides that left at least 
22 people dead, according to 
officials and local media.

The “intense rainfall spell” 

over the region was forecast to 
continue, with “extremely heavy 
rainfall” expected in the 
northeastern and eastern 
regions of the country this week, 
according to a weather briefing 
by the India Meteorological 
Department. India is in the 
midst of its monsoon season.

Most of the extreme rain was 
concentrated in the northern tip 
of India; the state of Punjab 
recorded almost 14 inches, 
according to the department. At 
least seven people died in 
landslides in the state of 
Himachal Pradesh, including a 
family of three who perished 
when a house collapsed, the 
Times of India reported.

Intense rains also wreaked 
havoc elsewhere in the world in 
recent days, with torrential rains 
and landslides in Japan leaving 
at least three dead. A landslide 
Saturday in China killed at least 
one person, and the country’s 

east and southwest were warned 
to prepare for more downpours 
through Friday, while southern 
China and much of the north 
and northeast grappled with 
scorching temperatures, the 
Associated Press reported.

— Bryan Pietsch

North Korea threatens to shoot 
down U.S. planes: North Korea 
accused the United States on 
Monday of violating its airspace 
by conducting surveillance 
flights and warned that, while 
Pyongyang was exercising 
restraint, such flights may be 
shot down. A statement by North 
Korea’s Ministry of National 
Defense carried by the official 
KCNA news agency cited the use 
of U.S. reconnaissance planes 
and drones and said Washington 
was escalating tensions by 
sending a nuclear submarine 
near the peninsula. The 
Pentagon brushed aside 

Pyongyang’s accusations of 
airspace violations and said the 
U.S. military adhered to 
international law. South Korea’s 
military also said North Korea’s 
claim of airspace violation was 
not true. U.S. State Department 
spokesperson Matthew Miller 
urged North Korea “to refrain 
from escalatory actions.” 

Antarctic ice levels undergo 
‘massive decrease,’ data show: 
Antarctic sea ice levels reached 
record lows last month, the 
World Meteorological 
Organization said Monday, a 
development climate change 
experts described as worrisome. 
The WMO said Antarctic sea ice 
levels last month — the hottest 
June ever recorded — were at 
their lowest since satellite 
observations began, at 17 percent 
below average. “We’re used to 
seeing these big reductions in 
sea ice in the Arctic, but not in 

the Antarctic. This is a massive 
decrease,” Michael Sparrow, 
chief of the World Climate 
Research Program, told 
reporters in Geneva.

Israeli troops kill alleged 
Palestinian gunman: Israeli 
troops shot and killed an alleged 
Palestinian gunman during new 
unrest in the West Bank on 
Monday, as a wave of violence in 
the occupied territory showed 
no signs of slowing. The Israeli 
military said troops stopped a 
motorist in Deir Nidham, a town 
west of Ramallah, to question 
him. It said the man got out of 
his car, threw a grenade and 
fired shots toward soldiers, who 
then opened fire. The Palestinian 
Health Ministry confirmed that 
a 33-year-old man had been 
killed. The death comes during a 
major spike in violence between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

— From news services

Digest

BY CHRISTIAN SHEPHERD

BEIJING — China hailed the ab-
sence of major contention during 
Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yel-
len’s visit to Beijing as progress 
toward easing long-standing ten-
sions, even as it continues to pre-
pare for a protracted standoff 
with the United States over criti-
cal technologies.

In a statement released Mon-
day, the Finance Ministry said the 
talks held over Yellen’s four-day 
visit were “frank, pragmatic, in-
depth and constructive,” and gave 
China an opportunity to clarify its 
position on what constitutes 
“healthy economic competition.”

But Chinese scholars and pol-
icy advisers have underscored 
that serious disagreement re-
mains over the ground rules for 
the trade relationship. They said 
Beijing is unwilling to accept the 
terms of economic engagement 
being offered and will continue to 
strike back at what it sees as 
unfair trade restrictions imposed 
by Washington.

Tensions remain in part be-
cause China is strongly opposed 
to even limited trade restrictions 
on sensitive technologies, espe-
cially when American allies and 
partners are involved, said Lu 
Feng, an economist at Peking Uni-
versity.

“China wants to convince the 

United States that working to-
gether requires not viewing us as 
a primary competitor or gather-
ing your friends to form a gang,” 
he said.

On Friday, Premier Li Qiang — 
the face of China’s efforts to at-
tract foreign businesses and re-
vive a sluggish economy — spoke 
of “rainbows” after the storm 
when receiving Yellen in the Great 
Hall of the People, before warning 
against “total politicization and 
securitization” of the economic 
relationship and urging that the 
United States see China’s develop-
ment as a “plus, not a risk.”

Unlike past engagement with 
the United States, talks now are 
less about expanding the relation-
ship and more about “recalibrat-
ing” within the United States’ 
framework of great power compe-
tition, said Sun Chenghao, a re-
search fellow at the Center for 
International Security and Strat-
egy at Tsinghua University.

Beijing’s dislike of that framing 
makes it more likely to drive a 
hard bargain. “China will more 
often conduct exchanges based 
on its own interests where ben-
efits for each side are reciprocal, 
rather than going along with re-
quests for cooperation from the 
United States,” he said.

U.S. and European policymak-
ers are increasingly talking about 
“de-risking” to broaden economic 

supply lines, lessen dependence 
on the Chinese economy and re-
duce Chinese access to advanced 
technologies with military appli-
cations — a distinction from “de-
coupling” that Beijing does not 
buy.

For China, de-risking is little 
better than earlier threats of de-
coupling because the meaningful 
content is the same, said Shen 
Yamei, director of American Stud-
ies at the China Institute of Inter-
national Studies, a think tank 
under the Foreign Ministry.

“The U.S. interpretation of de-
risking is actually de-Sinification, 
which is to say that it means 
excluding China,” she said.

Yet even as it criticizes de-risk-
ing, China is engaging in a series 
of measures to confront the U.S. 
economy, including lessening its 
dependence on American manu-
facturers.

Days before Yellen was due to 
touch down, the government an-
nounced export controls on met-
als primarily found in China that 
are critical for the manufacture of 
microchips and fiber-optic cables 
— Beijing’s first official “rare 
earth” restrictions since an 
 export-control law was passed in 
2020.

The announcement was part of 
a years-long effort to become bet-
ter equipped to stare down the 
United States in a trade and tech-

nology war that began under the 
Trump administration and, from 
Beijing’s perspective, continued 
— at lower volume — under Presi-
dent Biden.

Unlike during Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken’s visit last 
month, Yellen did not meet with 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping, who 
spent the day of her arrival visit-
ing the Eastern Theater Com-
mand, the branch of the military 
in charge of enforcing Beijing’s 
claims over self-governed Taiwan.

Underscoring the importance 
Xi places on building indigenous 
advanced manufacturing capabil-
ities, he also visited HYC Technol-
ogies, a tester of machinery used 
for semiconductors and electric 
vehicles, as part of his tour of 
Jiangsu province.

Beijing has long used its eco-
nomic heft as leverage in geopo-
litical standoffs, including tempo-
rary restrictions on exports of 
rare-earth metals to Japan in 
2010. But more recently, the Chi-
nese government has rapidly ex-
panded a framework of laws and 
regulations that Chinese experts 
tout as a means to fight back 
should the tentative détente fail.

China’s export controls were a 
countermeasure to “unbearable 
bullying” from the United States, 
Chen Fengying, a researcher at 
the China Institutes of Contempo-
rary International Relations, a 

think tank under the Ministry of 
State Security, told state-run me-
dia.

Before Yellen arrived, Chinese 
officials made exacting demands 
for substantial shifts in U.S. trade 
policy, including canceling plans 
to add new tariffs on imports and 
reversing a Trump-era intellectu-
al property investigation’s ruling 
that underpins existing ones.

The export controls come on 
top of a string of actions that have 
spooked the international busi-
ness community. Authorities 
raided American firms Mintz and 
Bain, and Chinese police publicly 
named and shamed expert net-
work Capvision, a Chinese com-
pany with offices in New York and 
a large number of international 
clients, over alleged spying.

Revisions to Chinese counter-
espionage laws that came into 
effect on July 1 have heightened 
the United States’ concerns about 
national security impinging on 
business interests — fears intensi-
fied by the growing use of exit 
bans to prevent foreigners and 
Chinese alike from leaving.

China’s national security ban 
on sales of U.S.-made Micron 
memory chips to Chinese enti-
ties involved in key infrastruc-
ture has also been interpreted as 
a sign that long-running efforts 
to  curb dependence on Ameri-
can-sourced components are ac-

celerating.
If an American company in 

China works on areas deemed 
sensitive and critical for the coun-
try’s future development, “you 
can start planning your exit strat-
egy,” said one Beijing-based exec-
utive who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because of the sensi-
tivity of the matter. “It’s a question 
of when, not if.”

News that the United States 
had updated its travel advisory 
for China to urge U.S. citizens to 
reconsider traveling there over 
concerns about arbitrary enforce-
ment of local laws also sparked an 
angry response last week. China’s 
Foreign Ministry called it “gratui-
tous political manipulation.”

For some Chinese scholars, 
American concern over China’s 
evolving national security legisla-
tion is just another sign that there 
is no immediate end in sight to 
the tensions.

“China asks the United States 
to understand how its legal sys-
tem is built but doesn’t expect 
complete acceptance,” said Wang 
Wen, executive dean of the 
Chongyang Institute for Finan-
cial Studies at Renmin University. 
“Going forward, China-U.S. con-
testation will continue to be very 
intense.”

Vic chiang and Pei-lin Wu in taipei, 
taiwan, contributed to this report.

China talks to Yellen of ‘rainbows,’ but sees clouds
Deeply irked by U.S. ‘de-risking’ policies, Beijing is readying countermeasures against what it considers unfair trade restrictions, experts say
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Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen, seated at front left, speaks to Chinese Vice Premier He Lifeng,  at right, during a meeting Saturday in Beijing. Yellen made a four-day visit to China, departing on Sunday.
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BY VIC CHIANG

Six people, including three 
children, were killed Monday 
when a man attacked them at a 
kindergarten in the southern 
Chinese province of Guangdong.

A 25-year-old, identified by his 
surname of Wu, was arrested in 
the city of Lianjiang shortly after 
8 a.m. local time on suspicion of 

“intentional assault,” local police 
said in a statement posted on 
social media.

Photos shared by local media 
outlets showed a man in a black 
T-shirt and shorts walking 
across a soccer field carrying a 
long object that they said was a 
knife.

A teacher and two parents 
were among the dead, the 
Agence France-Presse news 
agency reported, quoting a city 
official. Another person was also 

reported injured.
Reports about the attack were 

widely viewed on the microblog-
ging website Weibo, attracting 
more than 340 million views 
within four hours.

Violent crime is relatively rare 
in China, and guns are mostly 
restricted to the military and the 
police force. But in recent years, 
there have been occasional knife 

attacks at schools, leading to 
heightened security.

In August last year, a 48-year-
old man attacked a kindergarten 
in the eastern province of Ji-
angxi, killing three and injuring 
six people with a knife. 

Local police offered a $13,800 
reward for information leading 
to his capture, but the man died 
in a car crash while trying to 

evade police.
The previous year, two chil-

dren were killed and 16 were 
injured at a kindergarten stab-
bing in Beiliu city in the Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region. 

The Ministry of Education or-
dered a nationwide security en-
hancement at kindergartens, el-
ementary and middle schools 
following that attack.

6 people, including 3 children, killed in stabbing at Chinese kindergarten 
Police  arrest man 

on suspicion of 
‘intentional assault’

BY ALEX HORTON

The United States’ last de-
clared chemical weapon — an 
aging rocket filled with sarin 
nerve agent — was destroyed late 
last week at a Kentucky muni-
tions plant, the Pentagon af-
firmed Monday, ending a
 decades-long operation to cull 
U.S. stocks of deadly toxins.

Chemical agents, whose terri-
fying use throughout World 
War I led to global proliferation 
despite their horrifying effects, 
are considered weapons of mass 
destruction. They can disperse 
gases, liquids, aerosols or pow-
ders intended to kill or incapaci-
tate their victims. Some cause a 
person’s skin to blister. Others 
induce suffocation or destroy the 
nervous system.

At its peak, the U.S. chemical 
weapons stockpile measured 
about 30,000 metric tons.

Congress directed the weap-
ons’ eradication in 1986. The 
Chemical Weapons Convention 
of 1997, which the United States 
joined with 192 countries to 
forbid their creation and stock-
piling, required complete elimi-
nation by Sept. 30 of this year. 
Since then, 3.5 million munitions 
were dismantled along with 
thousands of containers used to 
store their agents, U.S. officials 
have said.

It has taken more than a 
decade to destroy the last 10 per-
cent, the Pentagon said. And 
while the United States was the 
last participating country to 
have finished culling its chemi-
cal weapons stocks, officials 
pointed to a congressional re-
quirement to develop a safe and 

environmentally conscious alter-
native to incineration as one 
factor responsible for drawing 
out the process.

“Destroying the remainder 
posed a greater challenge be-
cause it involved the more com-
plicated approach of neutraliz-
ing these munitions’ chemicals,” 
Douglas Bush, an Army assistant 
secretary, told reporters Monday.

The United States also helped 
other nations — including Rus-
sia, Libya and Albania — destroy 
their stockpiles, officials said.

Although China and Russia 
are signatories of the pledge to 
end their chemical weapons pro-
grams and eliminate their 
stocks, U.S. officials said they 
have concerns about whether 
they have followed through.

“We have questions about 
some of the destruction of Chi-
na’s stockpile,” Mallory Stewart, 
the assistant secretary of state 
for arms control, verification 
and compliance. “We also have 
concerns, specifically, with re-
spect to the undeclared chemical 
weapons that Russia is main-
taining,” pointing to Kremlin-
linked attacks on a spy and a 
dissident.

Syrian troops launched a chlo-
rine gas attack as recently as 
2018, killing 43 civilians, a chem-
ical weapons watchdog conclud-
ed in January. It’s one of hun-
dreds of chemical weapons at-
tacks linked to the government 
of Bashar al-Assad.

Nearly 100,000 people were 
killed by chemical weapons in 
World War I, according to the 
United Nations. Since then, the 
weapons have been responsible 
for at least 1 million casualties 

worldwide, the United Nations 
says.

The elimination process has 
been arduous, officials said. The 
munitions contain explosives 
and chemical agents, and each 
can become unstable over time.

Legislation required the De-
fense Department to determine 
ways to destroy the weapons and 
agents without burning them, 
which lawmakers and advocates 
feared could pose environmental 
hazards and have adverse health 
effects on people living near the 
facilities where the work was 
completed.

“These weapons were not de-

signed to be taken apart,” Kings-
ton Reif, the deputy assistant 
secretary of defense for threat 
reduction and arms control, told 
reporters Monday. “They had to 
be painstakingly disassembled in 
reverse.”

The work was done at two 
facilities: the Blue Grass Army 
Depot in Kentucky and U.S. 
Army Pueblo Chemical Depot in 
Colorado. Robots were used to 
reduce risk to workers.

In Colorado, mustard agents 
were drained from shells, dilut-
ed in hot water and other el-
ements, and then introduced to 
microbes that broke them down 
further, said Michael Abaie, who 
oversaw the disposal program. 
The process is akin to using 
bacteria in septic system, he 
said.

At the Kentucky depot, nerve 
agents were mixed with hot wa-
ter and caustic soda to reduce 
their toxicity before being 
shipped to another facility for 
incineration, Abaie said.

Some weapons, mostly older 
mustard rounds, had solidified 
and couldn’t be drained. They 
were inserted into a detonation 
chamber, where the material was 
heated, rendering gas safe 
enough to be purified and re-
leased, according to Abaie and 
an Army webpage detailing the 
process.

Over the next three to four 
years, the sites will undergo 
decontamination before being 
decommissioned and demol-
ished, officials said.

“While the [weapons’] de-
struction is complete,” Abaie 
said, “we still have much more 
work to do.”

Pentagon: U.S. has destroyed its last chemical weapon

dAvid ZAlubowski/AP

An employee works on destroying the  stockpile at the U.S. Army Pueblo Chemical Depot in Pueblo, 
Colo., in June. A 1997 global pact required complete elimination by Sept. 30 of this year.

“These weapons were not designed to be 
taken apart. They had to be painstakingly 

disassembled in reverse.”
Kingston Reif, 

the Pentagon’s deputy assistant secretary of defense 
for threat reduction and arms control
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feathers were ruffled when Biden 
did not join other world leaders at 
the coronation in may, sending 
instead first lady Jill Biden.

Experts pointed out at the time 
that the president’s attendance 
was optional — and that President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower did not 
attend the coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in 1953. Charles wel-
comed Biden in the quadrangle of 
Windsor Castle, where he was sa-
luted by the Welsh Guards. The 
military band played “The Star-
Spangled Banner” and “God Save 
the King.”

The king is a lifelong environ-
mentalist who was early to warn 
of the coming dangers of global 
warming. The president has made 
mitigating climate change a cen-
terpiece of his administration.

After their one-on-one meet-
ing, the two men met with busi-
ness executives and investors 
about private-sector support for 
green technologies to combat cli-
mate change.

Among those who met with 
Biden and Charles were Bank of 
America CEo Brian moynihan, 
Blackrock CEo Larry fink, 
Lloyd’s of London CEo Jordan 
Neal and NatWest Group CEo Ali-
son rose. U.S. special climate en-
voy John f. Kerry also attended.

Biden, 80, and Charles, 74, have 
each spent a lifetime waiting for 
the top job, and both face con-
stituencies that are skeptical 
about their age and relevance.

Both have also had their rela-
tionships with their sons put un-
der the microscope. Prince Harry 
and his wife, meghan, the Duch-
ess of Sussex, left service as senior 
working royals to live in Califor-
nia. In a self-produced documen-
tary series, an interview with 
oprah and Harry’s best-selling 
memoir, the couple have made a 
business out of discussing royal 
family dysfunction.

The president’s son Hunter 
Biden has attracted attention for 
his struggle with addiction and 
his business dealings in China and 
Ukraine.

michael Birnbaum in vilnius, 
Lithuania, and Loveday morris in 
Berlin contributed to this report.

included in the summit’s final dec-
laration. The United States and 
Germany are the main countries 
resisting, the diplomat said, tak-
ing turns as the lead voice of cau-
tion.

Biden has pitched what’s been 
dubbed an “Israel option,” which 
would commit to give Ukraine a 
military edge going forward. But 
that approach has not yet been 
embraced across the alliance.

“This strategy is the coward’s 
way out; this is about saying to 
Ukrainians, ‘You should be fight-
ing and dying for democracy; we 
are not willing to do so,’ ” said 
Benjamin Tallis, a research fellow 
at the German Council on foreign 
relations, which advocates ex-
tending the U.K.-led Joint Expedi-
tionary force, which includes 
nine NATo members, to incorpo-
rate Ukraine.

The United Kingdom is also 
among several nations that have 
publicly opposed the Biden ad-
ministration’s recent decision to 
provide Ukraine’s military with 
cluster munitions, weapons that 
are banned by most countries in 
the world. on Saturday, Sunak 
told reporters that Britain oppos-
es the use of cluster munitions, 
noting it is a “signatory to a con-
vention which prohibits the pro-
duction or use of cluster muni-
tions and discourages their use.”

Several leaders who will be at 
the Vilnius summit have also op-
posed the decision on cluster mu-
nitions. Spain and Canada, for 
example, have condemned their 
use in recent days.

The weapons are controversial 
because they can leave unexplod-
ed submunitions on the ground 
long after a conflict, posing a dan-
ger to civilians.

Biden told CNN he had to be 
convinced that authorizing their 
use was the right move. “It was a 
very difficult decision on my part,” 
he said.

After meeting with Sunak at 
10 Downing Street, Biden trav-
eled to Windsor Castle for his visit 
with Charles. Buckingham Palace, 
which has hosted past U.S. presi-
dents, is undergoing renovations.

Some royal commentators in 
the tabloids maintained that 

frustration — even fury — among 
NATo nations that think standing 
still on Ukraine’s membership 
gives russia an invitation to keep 
fighting as long as possible.

“This is not okay. This is exis-
tential for us,” a senior NATo dip-
lomat who is involved in the nego-
tiations said, adding that some 
nations were ready to go to the 
mat inside the usually staid lead-
ers’ meeting, where time is more 
often filled with prepared speech-
es than sharp debate. But others 
said NATo does not grant mem-
bership to countries experiencing 
occupation by a foreign power, let 
alone full-scale invasion, because 
the alliance’s collective defense 
agreement would require it to 
jump into the hostilities. Biden 
landed in Vilnius on monday eve-
ning even as the heated prepara-
tory talks continued.

The diplomat, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity to de-
scribe the ongoing closed-door 
talks, said the Ukrainians were 
holding out hope that the word 
“invitation” to join NATo will be 

one area where they disagree, 
however, is over Ukraine’s NATo 
membership. Britain and other 
NATo allies have been forward-
leaning in their commentary 
about Ukraine’s desire to join the 
alliance. Sunak said recently that 
Ukraine’s “rightful place” is in 
NATo.

But a few days after Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky 
told CNN that the United States 
should invite his country into 
NATo “now,” Biden appeared on 
the same network to rebuff the 
request.

“I don’t think it’s ready for 
membership in NATo,” Biden said 
in an interview that aired Sunday 
on “fareed Zakaria GPS.” He add-
ed that beyond resolving the war 
with russia, Ukraine needs to 
take additional steps to become 
eligible.

“NATo is a process that takes 
some time to meet all the qualifi-
cations . . .  from democratization 
to a whole range of other issues,” 
Biden said.

That caution is being met with 

rifts in the coalition of countries 
that has spent much of the past 
500 days pushing back against 
russia’s aggression in Ukraine. 
Washington and London have 
faced some turbulence in their 
relationship recently, given Lon-
don’s withdrawal from the Euro-
pean Union, a rapid turnover of 
British prime ministers and the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II, a 
popular figure in the United 
States. But Biden’s election follow-
ing the chaos of the Trump era, 
along with the two countries’ co-
operation on Ukraine, have re-
stored some stability to their rela-
tions.

Still, the two countries, largely 
aligned on global issues and each 
keen to tout their “special rela-
tionship,” are also working 
through some of the differences in 
their approaches to Kyiv.

Sunak said the two countries 
“stand as two of the firmest allies” 
in NATo and told Biden they 
would “do everything we can to 
strengthen Euro-Atlantic secu-
rity.”

by flowers in the garden at the 
prime minister’s residence, Biden 
and Sunak discussed a broader 
array of topics on which the two 
countries could reaffirm their 
“special relationship,” including 
the environment, energy supplies, 
artificial intelligence, critical 
minerals and developments in 
Northern Ireland. Biden then 
traveled to Windsor Castle to 
meet with the new king.

It was Biden’s first meeting 
with King Charles III since his 
coronation, and aides said the two 
men used the time to discuss 
something on which they largely 
agree: the need to boost private-
sector investment in combating 
climate change.

American officials billed the 
stopover in Britain as a kind of 
“mini state visit.” But the empha-
sis appeared to be on the “mini” 
side. Britain and especially the 
monarchy are famous for doing 
big pomp, such as the king’s over-
the-top coronation in may. But the 
Biden audience out at Windsor 
Castle was littler pomp. There was 
no banquet. But there was a tea.

White House officials have 
sought to project a sense of unity 
around Biden’s five-day trip to 
Europe, which after London will 
include meetings at the NATo 
summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, and 
a confab with Nordic leaders in 
finland.

“Couldn’t be meeting with a 
closer friend and a greater ally,” 
Biden said during brief remarks 
monday while sitting next to 
Sunak. “We’re doing well, and I 
think we’re moving along in a way 
that is positive. But our relation-
ship is rock-solid.”

Phrases like “rock solid” have a 
welcome sound to the British es-
tablishment, which basks in the 
“special relationship” it shares 
with America.

Even as U.S. allies have increas-
ingly broken with Biden on issues 
related to Ukraine in recent days, 
the president has made unifying 
NATo and the broader Western 
world a key component of his 
reelection pitch. His meetings this 
week threaten to expose major 
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Biden and Sunak   rea∞rm support for Ukraine despite areas of disagreement 

Kevin LamaRque/ReuteRs

President Biden participates in a ceremonial arrival and inspection of an honor guard with King 
Charles III at Windsor Castle in Britain on Monday before   heading to Lithuania for a NATO summit.
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A spokesperson for the Nation-
al Security Council said the Unit-
ed States had “always supported” 
Turkey’s E.U. aspirations “and 
continues to do so,” speaking on 
the condition of anonymity to 
discuss diplomatic negotiations. 
While Turkey’s “membership and 
process” was between the E.U. 
and Turkey, they added, the U.S. 
focus was “on Sweden, which is 
ready to join the NATo alliance.”

Anna Wieslander, director for 
Northern Europe at the Atlantic 
Council, last week predicted Er-
dogan’s turnaround. “It’s possible 
that Erdogan could be staging 
this so he could be the good guy,” 
she said, “Saving the summit by 
giving a unilateral green light.”

Fahim reported from Istanbul. 
Beatriz Ríos in Brussels, Kate Brady 
in Berlin and toluse Olorunnipa in 
London contributed to this report.

“This is his negotiating style,” 
Aydintasbas said in a text mes-
sage. “He knows Turkey will not 
get into the EU. But he wants 
Europeans to also put something 
on the table — and match U.S. 
efforts to free up f-16 sales to 
Turkey,” she said.

His comments on E.U. mem-
bership — conjuring a decades-
long, frustrating process for Tur-
key, for which European govern-
ments shouldered some of the 
blame — was also a dig at the 
West. “He is making fun of 
NATo’s high talk of values and 
bringing it down to simple give 
and take,” she said.

The E.U. dismissed the idea of 
tying Sweden’s NATo bid to E.U. 
enlargement: “You cannot link 
the two processes,” Dana 
Spinant, a spokesperson for the 
European Commission, said 
monday.

tions.
Those complaints dovetailed 

with populist rhetoric Erdogan 
used at home, including during 
the presidential election in may, 
when he portrayed his opponents 
as sympathetic to Kurdish mili-
tants and as enemies of tradition-
al muslim family values.

Sinan Ülgen, a senior fellow at 
Carnegie Europe in Brussels, said 
that while there was a “domestic 
angle” to Turkey’s posture on 
Sweden, which Erdogan used to 
earn political support, his oppo-
sition was “never just an election 
tool.” rather, Ülgen said, it was a 
bargaining chip to extract con-
cessions from the United States.

Provocative remarks from Er-
dogan in the run-up to this year’s 
summit left officials and analysts 
wondering whether Sweden’s bid 
was doomed or if Erdogan was 
simply flexing his muscles.

member countries.
A year ago, at the NATo meet-

ing in madrid, Erdogan dropped 
his opposition to finnish and 
Swedish membership at the sum-
mit, stealing the show and rais-
ing hope for a quick accession 
process.

But the deal soured quickly, 
with Turkey continuing to call 
out Sweden for its refusal to hand 
over Kurds accused of being mili-
tants, and Hungary, an ally of 
Ankara, also signaling opposi-
tion. Ultimately, finland decided 
to move ahead without Sweden, 
joining the alliance in April after 
Turkey approved its member-
ship.

Along with citing Sweden’s re-
luctance to extradite people An-
kara sees as terrorists, Turkey 
also complained about anti-Er-
dogan protests held in Sweden 
and Quran-burning demonstra-

NATO summit

f-16 fighter jets, an agreement 
that is backed by the Biden ad-
ministration but has faced oppo-
sition on Capitol Hill.

The planes were not men-
tioned by Stoltenberg nor by the 
Turkish and Swedish leaders in 
their joint declaration, and it was 
not immediately clear whether 
there had been a side deal with 
the United States. Some senators, 
including robert menendez 
(D-N.J.) and minority Leader 
mitch mcConnell (r-Ky.), have 
vowed to block the sale of the jets 
until Sweden is admitted to 
NATo.

Biden and Erdogan were 
scheduled to meet Tuesday.

When the two leaders spoke by 
phone Sunday, Erdogan still ap-
peared to be adding to his long 
list of reasons Sweden shouldn’t 
be allowed to join NATo. In the 
call, according to the Turkish 
government’s summary, and 
again speaking to reporters mon-
day, he appeared to link Sweden’s 
bid to Turkey’s long and fruitless 
effort to join the E.U.

“The blackmail is endless,” 
said a senior NATo diplomat, 
speaking on the condition of 
anonymity to criticize an ally.

After the deal was announced, 
the diplomat expressed satisfac-
tion. “Europeans pushed back 
vigorously,” the diplomat said, 
but accession could still snag 
should Erdogan decide to wriggle 
out of the agreement.

Erdogan’s demands — and his 
dramatic announcement — en-
sured that Turkey remained at 
the center of the conversation as 
Western allies met to discuss 
other critical issues related to 
russia’s invasion. All the head-
lines bolstered Erdogan’s efforts 
to promote his government as an 
independent, if unpredictable, 
power broker with global reach.

“Erdogan likes to throw people 
off balance,” said Asli Aydintas-
bas, a visiting fellow at the Brook-
ings Institution in Washington.

In the immediate aftermath of 
russia’s full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, finland and Sweden 
abandoned years of military non-
alignment to seek security in 
NATo — only to face pushback 
from Turkey. Joining NATo re-
quires unanimous approval from 

Sweden has a robust military, 
and its entrance would drop the 
final puzzle piece into the alli-
ance’s Nordic region, fully ring-
ing the Baltic Sea with NATo 
coastline — apart from the parts 
that are russian territory. mili-
tary planners say NATo’s defens-
es will be significantly stronger 
as a result.

The deal is also good news for 
an alliance that has struggled 
with how to handle Erdogan’s 
demands, particularly as war rag-
es in Ukraine.

While monday’s announce-
ment was a surprise, it followed 
something of a pattern estab-
lished by the Turkish leader, who 
has held out on major decisions 
related to the alliance, only to 
relent once leaders have begun 
gathering. This strategy has 
helped him dominate headlines 
— and also to extract conces-
sions.

on the eve of last summer’s 
NATo summit, Erdogan agreed, 
in theory, on a membership path 
for finland and Sweden — 
though he later said that Sweden 
wasn’t upholding its side of the 
bargain.

In exchange for giving a green 
light to Sweden this time, Erdo-
gan got Stockholm to agree to 
continue counterterrorism coop-
eration with Ankara. Sweden also 
said it would push inside the 
European Union to reduce trade 
barriers with Turkey and to make 
it easier for Turkish citizens to 
enter the E.U. Stoltenberg agreed 
to appoint a NATo counterter-
rorism coordinator, long a re-
quest of Turkey’s.

The joint news release said 
Sweden “reiterates” it would not 
support groups Turkey regards as 
terrorist entities — a key Erdogan 
demand — including a move-
ment accused of trying to over-
throw Erdogan’s government in 
2016 and a Kurdish militia in 
Syria affiliated with the Kurdis-
tan Workers’ Party, or PKK, 
which has fought a long insur-
gency against the Turkish gov-
ernment.

Turkey’s main focus, analysts 
said, has been the completion of a 
$20 billion deal for American 
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In reversal, Erdogan strikes a deal to support Sweden’s bid to join alliance

Yves HeRman/ReuteRs

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, and NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg shake hands next to Swedish Prime Minister 
Ulf Kristersson  on the eve of a NATO summit. A year ago, Erdogan dropped his opposition to Sweden joining the bloc, but the deal  soured.
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The antecedents 
to the Russian 
invasion of 
Ukraine 
arguably lie in a 
NATO summit 
15 years ago. 

Leaders at the 2008 meeting of 
the Western military alliance in 
the Romanian capital, 
Bucharest, failed to find 
unanimity on whether to grant 
membership to former Soviet 
republics Georgia and Ukraine. 
The two countries were offered 
a vague commitment of entering 
the alliance at some point in the 
future, with no established plan 
regarding how or when that 
could be achieved.

The halfhearted gesture 
reflected division within the 
West at the time. On one side, 
you had the administration of 
President George W. Bush, 
deeply unpopular abroad after 
the ruinous war in Iraq and 
eking out its final year in office, 
which sought to offer the two 
countries a formal NATO 
“Membership Action Plan.” On 
the other, a clutch of Western 
European governments, led by 
Germany and its chancellor, 
Angela Merkel, believed that 
neither Georgia nor Ukraine 
were politically ready to enter 
the alliance and looked askance 
at initiatives that may “poke the 
bear” of the Kremlin.

Their disagreement yielded 
an outcome that satisfied few. 
Depending on who you listen to, 
the summit in Bucharest made 
Georgia and Ukraine targets for 
Russian invasion either because 
it provoked Russian President 
Vladimir Putin into taking 
action against the threat of 
NATO on his border or because 
it precisely failed to clearly 
extend NATO’s collective 
security protections to these 
states. Just a few months later, 
Russian forces seized the 
Georgian regions of South 
Ossetia and Abkhazia, installing 
puppet regimes that few outside 

Moscow recognize to this day. In 
2014, after protests brought 
down a pro-Moscow 
government in Kyiv, Ukraine, 
Russia illegally annexed Crimea 
and backed a separatist 
insurgency in Ukraine’s 
southeast.

Fifteen years ago, Putin was 
present in Bucharest, on NATO’s 
invitation, and is said to have 
privately told Bush then that he 
didn’t see Ukraine as a “real 
nation-state.” In a speech he 
delivered to the NATO crowd, he 
described membership in the 
alliance for Georgia and 
Ukraine as a “direct threat” to 
Russia. He also spoke of Ukraine 
as a Soviet invention and cast 
doubt on its sovereignty, 
suggesting a major chunk of its 
population were simply 
“Russians” and that Crimea 
itself was almost exclusively 
Russian.

Putin reprised such rhetoric 
last year before launching his 
nation’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Now, as NATO leaders convene 
this week in Vilnius, the 
Lithuanian capital, Ukrainian 
officials are demanding Western 
counterparts remember the 
legacy of Bucharest.

“‘The doors are open,’ they 
told us, but they didn’t show us 
where to find these doors, how 
to get in,” Ukrainian Defense 
Minister Oleksii Reznikov told 
my colleagues, referring to the 
summit 15 years ago.

“Do not repeat the mistake 
Chancellor Merkel made in 
Bucharest in 2008 when she 
fiercely opposed any progress 
towards Ukraine’s NATO 
membership,” Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba 
told German newspaper Bild, 
saying that it “opened the door” 
for Putin to carry out his neo-
imperialistic aggression. “The 
only way to shut the door for 
Russian aggression against 
Europe … is to take Ukraine in 
NATO,” he concluded.

Kyiv may not expect 

Alliance’s 2008 debate
on Ukraine membership 
still looms 15 years later
Today’s 
WorldView
Ishaan 
Tharoor

immediate NATO membership 
or all the protections the 
alliance affords — given that it’s 
locked in a state of war with 
Russia — but it does expect an 
invitation into the alliance and 
significant security guarantees 
from the West in the years to 
come. Last week, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky called on 
President Biden to invite 
Ukraine into the alliance “now.” 
His hopes are shared by many of 
NATO’s Eastern European 
member states and a significant 
proportion of Washington’s own 
foreign policy community.

But, in an inversion of the 
politics of 2008, the United 
States is now the nation moving 
more cautiously. During an 
interview with CNN’s Fareed 
Zakaria, Biden said Ukraine was 
“not ready” to enter the alliance, 
gesturing to the ongoing war as 
well as other political 
conditions, including concerns 
over corruption, that need to be 
resolved before entry. “We have 
to lay out a rational path for 
Ukraine to be able to qualify to 

get into NATO,” he said.
U.S. officials insist this 

tempered approach is important 
for the unity of the alliance and 
hardly reflects a lack of 
commitment to Ukraine. Biden 
“has been clear that we are 
going to support Ukraine for as 
long as it takes and provide 
them an exceptional quantity of 
arms and capabilities — both 
from ourselves and facilitating 
those from allies and partners — 
but that we are not seeking to 
start World War III,” Jake 
Sullivan, Biden’s national 
security adviser, told reporters 
Friday. “That is the course that 
we’ve been on since the start of 
this conflict.”

The leaders gathering in 
Vilnius will be convening after 
months of complex, delicate 
wrangling. “They will seek 
agreement through two parallel 
quests,” the Economist 
explained. “One is to reach a 
linguistic compromise signaling 
that Ukraine is moving closer to 
NATO membership — without 
promises of quick accession. The 

second concerns a lattice of 
enduring bilateral and 
multilateral security 
commitments to bolster pledges 
to support Ukraine ‘for as long 
as it takes.’”

Analysts in favor of NATO 
fast-tracking Ukraine’s 
accession argue that the lesson 
of 2008 is that the West can no 
longer be afraid of “poking the 
bear,” as Putin’s aggression 
unfurled in the absence of a 
NATO membership process.

“Since the very creation of 
NATO, strategists, as prominent 
as George Kennan, have been 
worried about provoking 
Moscow with our alliances in 
Europe,” wrote Michael McFaul, 
a former U.S. ambassador to 
Russia. “Kennan opposed the 
creation of NATO. But strikingly, 
from the very beginning of the 
alliance until today, Kremlin 
leaders — from Stalin to Putin — 
have never attacked NATO 
members. And NATO, of course, 
has never attacked the Soviet 
Union and will never attack 
Russia. War in Europe has only 

come to where NATO is not.”
That’s a reality that has 

dawned on some of the 
principal actors at Bucharest in 
2008. In a joint op-ed published 
last month, Stephen Hadley, 
Bush’s national security adviser, 
and Christoph Heusgen, then 
Merkel’s top foreign policy and 
national security adviser, 
acknowledged their differences 
15 years ago. But they now see 
eye-to-eye on the need for 
Ukrainian membership in NATO 
after the war ends.

“Prior to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in 2014, we had some 
sympathy for the idea that 
Ukraine could be a bridge 
between Russia and the West,” 
Hadley and Heusgen wrote. But, 
they added, “Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in 2014 destroyed that 
idea, especially for Ukrainians. 
With its aggression, Russia 
brought about the very things 
that it later saw as 
compromising its security 
interests. It put NATO 
enlargement back on the 
agenda.”

FiliP singEr/EPA-EFE/shuttErstock

A poster promotes NATO in central Vilnius, Lithuania, where alliance leaders are meeting this week. Ukrainian officials are hoping for  an 
invitation to  join the alliance and are urging  Western counterparts to remember the legacy of the  summit in Bucharest, Romania. 
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Americans’ borrowing 
slowed in May

U.S. consumer borrowing 
slowed to a more than two-year 
low in May, reflecting the first 
decline in nonrevolving credit 
since the onset of the pandemic.

Total credit rose $7.2 billion, 
the smallest advance since 
November 2020, Federal Reserve 
data showed Monday. 

Nonrevolving credit, such as 
loans for school tuition and 
vehicle purchases, decreased 
$1.3 billion, the first decline 
since April 2020.

Revolving credit outstanding, 
which includes credit cards, rose 
$8.5 billion — a slowdown after 
sharp gains in the previous two 
months. Credit cards issued by 
commercial banks carried a 
20.68 percent rate in May, a 
record in Fed data back to 1972. 

While low unemployment and 
steady wage gains have provided 
many consumers the 
wherewithal to keep spending, 
persistently high prices have led 
others to dig into savings or rely 
on credit cards to keep up. 

 
— Bloomberg News

FeDeRAl ReseRVe

Officials see more
 rate increases ahead

Three Federal Reserve officials 
on Monday said policymakers 
will need to raise interest rates 
further this year to bring 
inflation back to the Fed’s goal. 

“We’ve made a lot of progress 
in monetary policy, the work 
that we need to do, over the last 
year,” Federal Reserve Vice Chair 
for Supervision Michael Barr 
told a Bipartisan Policy Center 
meeting on Monday. “I would say 

we’re close, but we still have a bit 
of work to do.”

The Fed held interest rates 
steady in June after raising them 
for 10 straight meetings to a 
range of 5 percent to 
5.25 percent. Most policymakers 
expect to increase rates by a 
further half-percentage point by 
the end of the year, according to 
projections released after their 
June gathering.

“We’re likely to need a couple 
more rate hikes over the course 
of this year to really bring 
inflation back into ... a 
sustainable 2 percent path,” San 
Francisco Fed President Mary 
Daly said at the Brookings 
Institution in Washington.

Cleveland Fed chief Loretta 
Mester, speaking at an event in 
California, said: “In order to 
ensure that inflation is on a 
sustainable and timely path back 
to 2 percent, my view is that the 
funds rate will need to move up 

somewhat further from its 
current level and then hold there 
for a while as we accumulate 
more information on how the 
economy is evolving.”

— Bloomberg News 

CYBeRseCuRitY

Breach exposes data 
of health-care patients

Personal data of about 
11 million patients of HCA 
Healthcare was exposed in an 
online forum, the company said 
Monday.

The largest U.S. hospital 
operator discovered a list with 
names, email addresses and 
phone numbers, birth dates and 
information about the patients’ 
appointments. It didn’t include 
clinical records, payment details, 
passwords or Social Security 
numbers, HCA said.

The breach appeared to have 

been a “theft from an external 
storage location” that was only 
used to automate email 
messages, HCA said. It  said it 
reported the breach to law 
enforcement and that hospital 
operations weren’t affected.

The Nashville-based company  
said it  believes the list contains 
data on about 11 million 
patients. 

— Bloomberg News 

Also in Business

Used-car prices in the United 
States fell 4.2 percent in June, 
their biggest monthly drop since 
the early days of the pandemic, 
as a key measure of inflation 
eases, according to a 
measurement of wholesale used-
vehicle prices. Rising interest 
rates and bigger discounts on 
new cars are sapping demand for 
used vehicles, lowering the 
prices they fetch at auctions 

dealers use to buy and sell used 
vehicles. The Manheim Used 
Vehicle Value Index report was 
released by Manheim, a 
wholesale auto marketplace. 

U.S. consumers’ short-term 
inflation expectations fell for a 
third consecutive month in June, 
to the lowest level in more than 
two years, according to a Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York 
survey. Median one-year-ahead 
inflation expectations declined 
by 0.3 percentage point to 
3.8 percent, the lowest reading 
since April 2021. The outlook for 
inflation three years ahead and 
five years ahead both came in 
close to 3 percent — the former 
holding steady at that level, and 
the latter climbing more than 
20 basis points to get there, 
according to the New York Fed’s 
monthly Survey of Consumer 
Expectations.

— From news services

Digest

gence and unwillingness to meet 
is hurting our employees and 
continues to damage Los Angeles’ 
reputation with tourists,” Keith 
Grossman, spokesperson for the 

group, said.
Hotel workers are also striking 

at the Holiday Inn, Fairfield Inn, 
Aloft, Four Points Sheraton, Hotel 
June and the Westin near the 

international airport.
At the end of June, union con-

tracts expired for 60 Southern 
California hotels, representing 
15,000 hospitality workers in Los 

Angeles and Orange counties. 
Only the Westin Bonaventure, the 
largest hotel in Los Angeles by 
number of rooms, has reached a 
tentative deal on a new contract.

In addition to wage increases, 
the union is demanding guaran-
teed staffing levels, automatic 
digital tipping and the continua-
tion of its strong health insurance 
plan and pension program.

The Coordinated Bargaining 
Group, said last week that the 
union broke the law by going on 
strike over demands that could 
harm the city’s tourism industry 
and “had nothing to do with our 
employees.”

As examples, the group said 
the union had insisted that hotels 
agree to support a Los Angeles 
ballot measure to house the 
homeless alongside hotel guests 
and impose a 7 percent tax on 
guests at union hotels. The group 
has filed federal charges with the 
National Labor Relations Board.

Kurt Petersen, co-president of 
Local 11, said the union stands by 
its hotel tax request and that the 
bargaining group had mischarac-
terized the ballot measure that 
workers are asking hotel manage-
ment to support, which “prioritiz-
es building affordable housing 
over luxury hotels.”

The union did not say how long 
the strike would last.

aLiSha Jucevic for the WaShinGton PoSt

Hotel workers picket outside the JW Marriott Los Angeles on July 3. The Unite Here Local 11 union 
wants $5-an-hour raises, among other demands, to combat high living expenses in the area.

BY LAUREN KAORI GURLEY

Several thousand hotel work-
ers in Los Angeles walked off the 
job Monday morning over wages 
and staffing levels in the latest 
escalation of a heated labor dis-
pute in the region.

The strikes are affecting major 
hotels near Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport, disrupting busi-
nesses and domestic and interna-
tional travelers during the peak of 
summer.

Wages in high-cost Southern 
California are a key point of con-
tention between hotels and Unite 
Here Local 11, the union repre-
senting hospitality workers. 
Workers say they are commuting 
from hours away because they 
cannot afford to live where they 
work. They are seeking an im-

mediate $5-an-hour raise, fol-
lowed by additional increases.

“Personally, I’m on strike be-
cause I can’t pay the rent. Food is 
too expensive,” said Lilia Sotelo, a 
housekeeper at the Sheraton 
Gateway Los Angeles Hotel, who 
makes $19.80 an hour and pays 
$1,800 a month for a two-
bedroom in the suburb of Haw-
thorne. “Our quality of life has 
fallen since the pandemic.”

Last week, thousands of hotel 
workers, also represented by Lo-
cal 11, went on strike for three 
days at 21 hotels in downtown Los 
Angeles and Santa Monica, Calif., 
affecting the busy July Fourth 
holiday weekend and a massive 
anime convention that drew tens 
of thousands.

The Coordinated Bargaining 
Group, which represents the Los 
Angeles-area hotels involved in 
negotiations, said in a statement 
that it has offered to resume 
bargaining with the union by 
suggesting potential meeting 
dates, but that the union has 
failed to respond.

“Unite Here Local 11’s intransi-

Thousands of L.A. hotel 
workers striking again

Second union walkout
 in as many weeks 

at the peak of summer

BY JEANNE WHALEN

As contract negotiations be-
tween big automakers and the 
United Auto Workers get under-
way this week, President Biden 
faces an awkward balancing act 
between high-profile priorities: 
Championing labor rights and ad-
vancing green-energy policy.

The UAW’s new leadership has 
sounded a string of alarms in 
recent weeks about the Biden-
backed push toward electric vehi-
cles, criticizing the relatively low 
pay workers are earning at one 
new battery factory and blasting 
the closure of older gasoline-
vehicle factories. In contract ne-
gotiations with Ford, General Mo-
tors and Stellantis, the UAW’s pri-
orities include ensuring that 
workers at older factories can 
transition to new EV jobs, and 
securing pay and benefits for EV 
workers that match those in the 
gasoline era.

The union has also directed 
unusual ire at Biden, a longtime 
ally of the labor movement, asking 
why the government is using bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars to subsi-
dize battery and EV factories 
without requiring strong pay.

If progress isn’t made on the 
multiyear contracts covering 
roughly 150,000 UAW workers, 
some plants could go on strike as 
early as September.

For their part, the companies 
have said they are committed to 
creating thousands of new union 
jobs with attractive wages, while 
also controlling costs in an in-
creasingly competitive global in-
dustry.

“Americans — none more so 
than union members — are count-
ing on us to keep an industry that 
employs more than 9.5 million 
people and drives $1 trillion dol-
lars into the economy alive and 
well,” Ford CEO Jim Farley wrote 
in a recent editorial in the Detroit 

Free Press, saying the company 
will “work hard” to reach a deal 
with the union.

Gerald Johnson, GM’s top man-
ufacturing executive, told Auto-
motive News last month that the 
company is prepared for “all the 
scenarios” when it sits down to 
negotiate. “But again, the point of 
negotiations is to understand the 
problems and solve the problems. 
And that’s where we want to put 
all of our energy,” he said.

Stellantis declined to com-
ment.

The stakes are high for Biden’s 
political future. UAW President 
Shawn Fain, elected in late March 
with a remit to reinvigorate the 
union, has gone so far as to with-
hold the UAW’s endorsement for 
Biden’s reelection campaign, tell-
ing his members in a memo that 
the union first expects the White 
House to help it ensure that work-
ers win strong pay and job secu-
rity in the EV era.

“We’ll stand with whoever 
stands with our members in that 
fight,” Fain wrote in May. “The 
federal government is pouring bil-
lions into the electric vehicle tran-
sition, with no strings attached 
and no commitment to workers … 
We want to see national leader-
ship have our back on this before 
we make any commitments.”

That marked a break with other 
big unions, including the AFL-
CIO and the International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers, 
which quickly endorsed Biden.

The conflict underscores the 
competing priorities Biden must 
balance as he pushes ahead with 
large federal investments in high-
tech industries, an industrial pol-
icy aimed at lowering carbon 
emissions, creating lucrative jobs 
and boosting U.S. competitive-
ness against China. Achieving all 
of those goals without compro-
mise could be an uphill battle.

The tension suggests the “diffi-
culties of killing many birds in one 
stone,” said Dani Rodrik, an eco-
nomics professor at Harvard’s 
John F. Kennedy School of Gov-
ernment. “An industrial policy fo-
cusing on the green transition and 
one focusing on good jobs may 
overlap, but they are not one and 

the same.”
In a sign of the White House’s 

intense interest, the administra-
tion last week appointed longtime 
Democratic adviser Gene  Sperling 
to be its “point person” for the 
UAW and Big Three automakers. 
Sperling is expected to stay in 
touch with the various parties, but 
it isn’t clear what authority the 
White House has to force a deal, as 
it did with the railroad worker 
contract talks last year.

“The President believes that 
new jobs building electric vehicles 
should be at least as good as cur-
rent jobs building traditional cars 
— including by ensuring employ-
ers respect workers’ choice to or-
ganize a union and engage in 
collective bargaining. He has di-
rected his team to take all appro-
priate steps to achieve that goal,” 
White House spokeswoman 
Robyn Patterson said by email.

The tensions are high enough 
that some expect a UAW strike 
could break out in September, 
when workers’ current contracts 
expire.

“It’s going to happen,” Nelson 
Lichtenstein, a labor historian at 
the University of California at 
Santa Barbara, said in an inter-
view. Fain’s election came after a 
reform movement that has “re-
energized” the union after years of 
it being “not very aggressive ei-
ther in politics or negotiating,” he 

said.
The automotive dispute comes 

as U.S. workers in a variety of 
industries fight for better com-
pensation. Last month, the union 
representing 340,000 UPS em-
ployees authorized a nationwide 
strike that could have sweeping 
implications for the U.S. labor 
movement and the economy be-
ginning as soon as Aug. 1. Last 
week, union leaders said strike 
preparations had moved into 
“high gear” after contract talks 
with UPS broke down following 
the July Fourth holiday.

Meanwhile, tens of thousands 
of nurses in New York, Minnesota, 
Texas, Kansas and Oregon have 
walked off the job over staffing 
levels and pay during the past 
year. And in recent weeks, the 
Biden administration dispatched 
acting Labor Secretary Julie Su to 
help broker a tentative agreement 
to resolve a labor dispute that had 
temporarily shuttered some of 
North America’s biggest West 
Coast ports.

The UAW contract talks come 
after several years of dizzying 
changes in the automotive indus-
try. Global shortages of computer 
chips, caused by pandemic-relat-
ed gyrations in supply and de-
mand, forced many automakers to 
idle factories for weeks on end, a 
problem that is only now easing.

At the same time, the global 

push toward electrification is 
sparking a sweeping retooling of 
the industry that has left workers 
uneasy about their job security. 
Decades-old auto plants in some 
parts of the country are closing, 
while automakers convert others 
to EV production and invest bil-
lions in new facilities.

Midwestern communities that 
manufacture the gas-powered en-
gines and transmissions not need-
ed in an EV — jobs that are mostly 
unionized — are particularly anx-
ious about the shake-up.

Some of those states are receiv-
ing large EV investments in proj-
ects that will have UAW workers. 
Ford last year pledged to add more 
than 6,200 new union jobs in 
Michigan, Ohio and Missouri in a 
mix of EV and gasoline-powered 
vehicle plants. Ford also agreed to 
recognize the UAW at a planned 
battery plant in Michigan if 
enough workers sign union cards.

But some of the biggest new EV 
and battery factories are destined 
for southern states, including 
Kentucky and Tennessee, where 
local laws, politics and culture 
make it harder for unions to orga-
nize. Many of the battery plants 
are being set up by joint ventures 
between automakers and South 
Korean battery companies, mud-
dling the union’s traditional strat-
egy of negotiating directly with 
automakers.

New laws are directing tens of 
billions of federal dollars to sup-
port EVs by giving manufacturers 
and consumers tax credits and 
other incentives. Biden tried to 
include stronger support for 
unions in the legislation, pushing 
for a requirement that full con-
sumer tax credits for EV purchas-
es would apply only to vehicles 
built by unionized workers. But 
the measure never made it into 
law.

In an email, General Motors 
said the company’s plants making 
EVs, including factories in Michi-
gan and Tennessee, all have the 
same pay structure as GM’s inter-
nal-combustion assembly plants.

The UAW says it isn’t opposed 
to EVs — it just wants the jobs to 
pay well. So far, the UAW’s criti-
cism about EV pay has focused on 

the Ultium Cells battery plant 
near Lordstown, Ohio, estab-
lished by a joint venture between 
General Motors and South  Korea’s 
LG Energy Solutions. The factory 
voted overwhelmingly to join the 
UAW late last year but does not yet 
have a UAW-negotiated contract.

In a video posted to the UAW 
YouTube Channel last week, Fain 
said Ultium workers start at 
$16.50 an hour, or roughly half of 
what GM workers used to get at a 
former gasoline-car plant in Lord-
stown that was shuttered in 2019. 
That kind of pay is “not enough to 
live,” David Green, a regional di-
rector for the UAW, said in an 
interview, adding that some 
 Ultium employees are working 
two jobs to get by.

“Ultium Cells is committed to 
the collective bargaining process, 
and will work in good faith with 
the UAW to reach a competitive 
agreement,” the company said in 
an emailed statement.

Industry experts say it’s too ear-
ly to judge wages in the EV sector, 
because many factories have yet to 
be built.

But the UAW is nonetheless 
swinging early. Last month, it 
blasted the Department of 
 Energy’s decision to grant a loan 
of up to $9.2 billion to a joint 
venture between Ford and South 
Korea’s SK for the construction of 
three battery plants in Tennessee 
and Kentucky. The “giveaway 
loan” was granted with “no con-
sideration for wages, working 
conditions, union rights or retire-
ment security,” the UAW said.

In an emailed statement, Ford 
said the loan would help create 
“thousands of good-paying jobs 
and strengthen the future of 
American manufacturing.” Em-
ployees at the plants “will be able 
to choose whether they organize, 
a right that Ford fully respects and 
supports,” the company added.

The Energy Department said 
that it works with all borrowers 
“to create good-paying jobs with 
strong labor standards during 
construction, operations, and 
throughout the life of the loan.”

Lauren kaori Gurley contributed to 
this report.

Biden’s EV push  collides with union’s concern over wages

Patrick SemanSky/aP

Auto unions have criticized President Biden for using taxpayer 
dollars to subsidize EV factories without requiring strong pay.

UAW leaders complain 
about low pay at battery, 

electric car factories
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When Justin used ChatGPT at 
work earlier this year, he was 
pleased by how helpful it was. A 
research scientist at a Boston-ar-
ea biotechnology firm, he’d 
asked the chatbot to create a 
genetic testing protocol — a task 
that can take him hours, but it 
was reduced to mere seconds 
using the popular artificial intel-
ligence tool.

He was excited by how much 
time the chatbot saved him, he 
said, but in April, his bosses 
issued a strict edict: ChatGPT 
was banned for employee use. 
They didn’t want workers enter-
ing company secrets into the 
chatbot — which takes in peo-
ple’s questions and responds 
with lifelike answers — and risk-
ing that information becoming 
public.

“It’s a little bit of a bummer,” 
said Justin, who spoke on the 
condition of using only his first 
name to freely discuss company 
policies. But he understands the 
ban was instituted out of an 
“abundance of caution” because 
he said OpenAI is so secretive 
about how its chatbot works. “We 
just don’t really know what’s 
underneath the hood,” he said.

Generative AI tools such as 
OpenAI’s ChatGPT have been 
heralded as pivotal for the world 
of work, with the potential to 
increase employees’ productivity 
by automating tedious tasks and 
sparking creative solutions to 
challenging problems. But as the 
technology is being integrated 
into human-resources platforms 
and other workplace tools, it is 
creating a formidable challenge 
for corporate America. Big com-
panies such as Apple, Spotify, 
Verizon and Samsung have 
banned or restricted how em-
ployees can use generative AI 
tools on the job, citing concerns 
that the technology might put 
sensitive company and customer 
information in jeopardy.

Several corporate leaders said 
they are banning ChatGPT to 
prevent a worst-case scenario 
where an employee uploads pro-
prietary computer code or sensi-
tive board discussions into the 
chatbot while seeking help at 
work, inadvertently putting that 
information into a database that 

OpenAI could use to train its 
chatbot in the future. 

Executives worry that hackers 
or competitors could then simply 
prompt the chatbot for its secrets 
and get them, although comput-
er science experts say it is un-
clear how valid these concerns 
are.

The fast-moving AI landscape 
is creating a dynamic in which 
corporations are experiencing 
both “a fear of missing out and a 
fear of messing up,” according to 
Danielle Benecke, the global 
head of the machine learning 
practice at the law firm Baker 
McKenzie. Companies are wor-
ried about hurting their reputa-
tions, by not moving quickly 
enough or by moving too fast.

“You want to be a fast follower, 
but you don’t want to make any 
missteps,” Benecke said.

Sam Altman, the chief execu-
tive of OpenAI, has privately told 
some developers that the compa-
ny wants to create a ChatGPT 
“supersmart personal assistant 
for work” that has built-in 
knowledge about employees and 
their workplace and can draft 
emails or documents in a per-
son’s communication style with 
up-to-date information about 
the firm, according to a June 
report in the Information.

Representatives of OpenAI de-
clined to comment on compa-
nies’ privacy concerns but point-
ed to an April post on OpenAI’s 
website indicating that ChatGPT 
users could talk with the bot in 
private mode and prevent their 
prompts from ending up in its 
training data.

Corporations have long strug-
gled with letting employees use 
cutting-edge technology at work. 
In the 2000s, when social media 
sites first appeared, many com-
panies banned them for fear they 
would divert employees’ atten-
tion away from work. Once social 
media became more main-
stream, those restrictions largely 
disappeared. In the following 
decade, companies were worried 
about putting their corporate 
data onto servers in the cloud, 
but now that practice has be-
come common.

Google stands out as a compa-
ny on both sides of the generative 
AI debate — the tech giant is 
marketing its own rival to Chat-
GPT, Bard, while also cautioning 

its staff against sharing confi-
dential information with chat-
bots, according to reporting by 
Reuters. Although the large lan-
guage model can be a jumping-
off point for new ideas and a 
timesaver, it has limitations with 
accuracy and bias, James Manyi-
ka, a senior vice president at 
Google, warned in an overview of 
Bard shared with The Washing-
ton Post. “Like all LLM-based 
experiences, Bard will still make 
mistakes,” the guide reads, using 
the abbreviation for “large lan-
guage model.”

“We’ve always told employees 
not to share confidential infor-
mation and have strict internal 
policies in place to safeguard this 
information,” Robert Ferrara, the 
communications manager at 
Google, said in a statement to 
The Post.

In February, Verizon execu-
tives warned their employees: 
Don’t use ChatGPT at work.

The reasons for the ban were 
simple, the company’s chief legal 
officer, Vandana Venkatesh, said 
in a video addressing employees. 
Verizon has an obligation not to 
share things like customer infor-
mation, the company’s internal 
software code and other Verizon 
intellectual property with Chat-
GPT or similar artificial intelli-
gence tools, she said, because the 
company cannot control what 
happens once it has been fed into 
such platforms.

Verizon did not respond to 
requests from The Post for com-
ment.

Joseph B. Fuller, a professor at 
Harvard Business School and 
co-leader of its future of work 
initiative, said executives are re-
luctant to adapt the chatbot into 
operations because there are still 
so many questions about its 
capabilities.

“Companies both don’t have a 
firm grasp of the implications of 
letting individual employees en-
gage in such a powerful technol-
ogy, nor do they have a lot of faith 
in their employees’ understand-
ing of the issues involved,” he 
said.

Fuller said it’s possible that 
companies will ban ChatGPT 
temporarily as they learn more 
about how it works and assess 
the risks it poses in relation to 
company data.

Fuller predicted that compa-
nies eventually will integrate 
generative AI into their opera-
tions, because they soon will be 
competing with start-ups that 
are built directly on these tools. 
If they wait too long, they may 
lose business to nascent compet-
itors.

Eser Rizaoglu, a senior analyst 
at the research firm Gartner, said 
HR leaders are increasingly cre-
ating guidance on how to use 
ChatGPT.

“As time has gone by,” he said, 
HR leaders have seen “that AI 

chatbots are sticking around.”
Companies are taking a range 

of approaches to generative AI. 
Some, including the defense 
company Northrop Grumman 
and the media company iHeart-
Media, have opted for straight-
forward bans, arguing that the 
risk is too great to allow employ-
ees to experiment. This approach 
has been common in client-fac-
ing industries including finan-
cial services, with Deustche Bank 
and JPMorgan Chase blocking 
use of ChatGPT in recent 
months.

Others, including the law firm 
Steptoe & Johnson, are carving 
out policies that tell employees 
when it is and is not acceptable 
to deploy generative AI. The firm 
didn’t want to ban ChatGPT 
outright but has barred employ-
ees from using it and similar 
tools in client work, according to 
Donald Sternfeld, the firm’s chief 
innovation officer.

Sternfeld pointed to caution-
ary tales such as that of the New 
York lawyers who were recently 
sanctioned after filing a Chat-
GPT-generated legal brief that 
cited several fictitious cases and 
legal opinions.

ChatGPT “is trained to give 
you an answer, even when it 
doesn’t know,” Sternfeld said. To 
demonstrate his point, he asked 
the chatbot: Who was the first 
person to walk across the Eng-
lish Channel? He got back a 

convincing account of a fictional 
person completing an impossible 
task.

At present, there is “a little bit 
of naiveté” among companies 
regarding AI tools, even as their 
release creates “disruption on 
steroids” across industries, ac-
cording to Arlene Arin Hahn, the 
global head of the technology 
transactions practice at the law 
firm White & Case. She’s advising 
clients to keep a close eye on 
developments in generative AI 
and to be prepared to constantly 
revise their policies.

“You have to make sure you’re 
reserving the ability to change 
the policy . . . so your organiza-
tion is nimble and flexible 
enough to allow for innovation 
without stifling the adoption of 
new technology,” Hahn said.

Baker McKenzie was among 
the early law firms to sanction 
the use of ChatGPT for certain 
employee tasks, Benecke said, 
and there is “an appetite at 
pretty much every layer of staff” 
to explore how generative AI 
tools can reduce drudge work. 
But any work produced with AI 
assistance must be subject to 
thorough human oversight, giv-
en the technology’s tendency to 
produce convincing-sounding 
yet false responses.

Yoon Kim, a machine-learning 
expert and assistant professor at 
MIT, said companies’ concerns 
are valid, but they may be inflat-
ing fears that ChatGPT will di-
vulge corporate secrets.

Kim said it’s technically possi-
ble that the chatbot could use 
sensitive prompts entered into it 
for training data but also said 
that OpenAI has built guardrails 
to prevent that.

He added that even if no 
guardrails were present, it would 
be hard for “malicious actors” to 
access proprietary data entered 
into the chatbot, because of the 
enormous volume of data on 
which ChatGPT needs to learn.

“It’s unclear if [proprietary 
information] is entered once, 
that it can be extracted by simply 
asking,” he said.

If Justin’s company allowed 
him to use ChatGPT again, it 
would help him greatly, he said.

“It does reduce the amount of 
time it takes me to look … things 
up,” he said. “It’s definitely a big 
timesaver.”

Workers want ChatGPT. Bosses worry they’ll spill secrets.

iLLuSTraTion by eLena Lacey/The WaShingTon PoST; iSTock

Several corporate leaders said they are banning ChatGPT to prevent a worst-case scenario where an 
employee uploads proprietary computer code or sensitive board discussions into the chatbot.

‘The Crisis of 
Masculinity’
Wednesday, July 12 at 9:30 a.m.

Emba and Reeves offer their 
perspectives on what they’ve called a 
crisis in American masculinity amidst 

economic and societal shifts.

LISTEN WHERE VER PODCASTS ARE AVAIL ABLE .@POSTLIVE #POSTLIVE

To register to watch this event, visit: wapo.st/TCOM or scan code using a smartphone camera:
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TUESDAY Opinion

A
 question that has been eating at me recently: 
Why in the world are conservative boycotts 
suddenly working?

I mean, in general, politically motivated 
boycotts rarely work — people get bored or their 
opponents stage “buycotts” that cancel out their 
efforts. To the extent boycotts have worked, in recent 
years it’s tended to be the left using its institutional 
power against other institutions, like the companies 
that pressured Indiana into backing off an LGBTQ+ 
unfriendly religious freedom bill, or the campaigns to 
get advertisers to pull ads from Tucker Carlson’s Fox 
News show.

As of this writing, however, Bud Light sales are still 
down almost 30 percent since Anheuser-Busch decid-
ed to partner with trans influencer Dylan Mulvaney; 
at one distributor, the beer is reportedly selling for 
less than a case of water. Target recently dialed back 
its Pride displays, the Los Angeles Dodgers temporar-
ily rescinded an invitation to a controversial LGBTQ+ 
group, and jurors at an advertising festival were 
recently instructed to focus on ads that make money, 
not weighty message advertising.

I have been puzzled and intrigued, and so for a 
couple of months I’ve been asking smart people in 
business, academia and media what’s going on. Over 
and over, I’ve heard the same answer: “Twitter 
changed hands.”

Initially, this sounded crazy. The timing is suspi-
cious, I grant, but coincidences happen. And it didn’t 
look to me as if Twitter was the main vector for attacks 
on Mulvaney, et al. —  they seemed to emanate from 
conservative sites such as the Daily Wire.

Over time, however, I’ve come around — and what 
convinced me was watching people try to agree on a 
Twitter alternative.

First, it was the right fleeing to Gab, Parler or Truth 
Social, as left-leaning moderators clamped down on 
Twitter. Then Elon Musk took over, the moderation 
skew flipped, and progressives began decamping for 
platforms such as Mastodon, Hive and Bluesky. Each 
time, there was talk about “the next Twitter,” but each 
successive hype cycle ended in disappointment, with 
a small number of users migrating but never a critical 
mass.

Now we have Threads, Instagram’s Twitter substi-
tute, which seems like the most plausible successor so 
far, having garnered 30 million users in its first day. 
Yet the service still feels distinctly Instagram — vibe 
happy, image-centric, influencer-driven, quite differ-
ent from the epigrammatic exchanges that made 
Twitter so distinctive. Nor do I think it will replicate 
what was for so many people the central attraction of 
Twitter: a concentration of powerful public intellec-
tuals and politicians that gave insiders a place to 
schmooze and outsiders a shot at shaping elite con-
sensus (or at least watching it form in real time).

Mostly it empowered the progressive left. Yes, 
there were exceptions, notably Donald Trump. But 
progressives are the ones who spent almost a decade 
steadily policing Twitter discourse through a combi-
nation of cancellation mobs and agitating for more 
stringent (and left-leaning) moderation policies. Al-
though Twitter started as an ideological free-for-all — 
“the free speech wing of the free speech party” — over 
time, the more tech-savvy, more numerous and 
better- networked young progressives set the rules of 
the debate. And because Twitter was the hub of a 
24-hour ongoing conversation among a lot of power-
ful and influential people, that had real-world effects.

Which brings us back to the boycotts. I don’t think 
Twitter made the boycotts work because that’s where 
conservatives organized. Rather, I think the Twitter 
pseudo-consensus caused some irrational corporate 
behavior — and its collapse caused even more.

One reason boycotts fail is that major institutions 
generally avoid taking stances that are guaranteed to 
make a lot of people very mad. Yet, Twitter Brain 
convinced a lot of corporate bosses that controversial 
progressive views were actually quite mainstream. 
This might explain why Bud Light tried to partner 
with a trans influencer even though its customer 
demographic is roughly the opposite of Mulvaney’s 
“wacky Audrey Hepburn” persona — and triggered a 
strong enough emotional response to sustain at least 
three months of boycott.

The Bud Light backlash, and the rightward shift in 
Twitter’s moderation policies, punctured this illu-
sion. But this meant that suddenly companies were in 
a position of radical uncertainty: Was this “vibe 
shifting”? And toward what? I suspect this is why 
Target panicked about some minor pushback to its 
Pride displays.

Over time, I assume companies will find a new 
equilibrium, in part because I don’t think progres-
sives will find a new Twitter. The old Twitter was the 
creation of a specific time and place — the old open 
internet, where left and right expected to share 
certain public forums, however noisily and grudging-
ly. Dominating these meeting places gave you a fair 
bid at calling your views “the consensus.”

But now many progressives want to “deplatform” 
opposing views, while others object (not unfairly) to 
the obnoxious conservative counterculture that has 
developed under the old regime. Once Musk readmit-
ted the views and people they abhor, the left began 
abandoning the common space for smaller, more 
ideologically homogeneous services where it is easier 
to police one another, but harder to police the dis-
course. And the more peripheral progressives be-
come, the more institutions will grope their way back 
to the middle of the road.

Megan MCardLe

Twitter has made 
conservative 
boycotts 
more successful

roB CArr/getty IMAges

Sales of Bud Light are down almost 30 percent 
since it partnered with Dylan Mulvaney in April. 

H
ere in the legislative lull of summer, looking 
back on the smog cloud of anti-LGBTQ+ bills 
just passed, I picture Republican legislators 
across the country engaging in some mass 

hazing ritual — except instead of chugging a bottle of 
vodka, they vote to deny health care to children. And 
instead of risking their own lives to join the fraternity 
of reelectable Republicans, they risk the lives of 
transgender teens.

Twenty states now have laws banning gender- 
 affirming care for trans children. In the face of such 
senseless, lockstep cruelty, it would be easy to despair. 
In fact, given the Supreme Court’s apparent intention 
to wink at whatever discrimination right-wing Chris-
tianity favors, it would be smart to despair.

But I want to hope. So I’d like to spend a little time 
thinking about the Republicans who voted against 
trans health-care bans — proof that common sense 
and compassion can still trump party loyalty.

In Louisiana, state Sen. Fred H. Mills Jr., chairman 
of the Health and Welfare Committee, voted against a 
bill banning gender-affirming health care, first cast-
ing the vote that killed it in committee and then, once 
it was revived and rerouted through a friendlier 
committee, voting against it on the Senate floor.

Mills is no LGBTQ+ hero. He voted for two other 
noxious bills, one limiting what schools can teach — a 
“don’t say gay” bill — and another giving teachers the 
right to ignore a student’s chosen pronouns. Let’s call 
that a “don’t say they” bill.

But the health-care bill gave him pause. Mills is a 
pharmacist and explained his committee vote by 
saying: “Always in my heart of hearts have I believed 
that a decision should be made by a patient and a 
physician. I believe in the physicians in Louisiana. I 
believe in the scope of practice. I believe in the 

standard of care.”
When he voted against the bill a second time, he 

referred to the fact that it would end ongoing care for 
the few dozen children receiving it. “What’s really 
troubling about this bill is basically it says that if 
you’re presently stabilized on this treatment that you 
have to be weaned off,” he said. “Have you ever seen 
legislation where we’ve taken people off medication 
that’s FDA-approved?”

In Utah, Republican state Sen. Daniel W. Thatcher 
is a more consistent vote against anti-trans bills, ever 
since his work on hate-crime legislation and suicide 
prevention led him to do two things that should be 
routine but aren’t: (1) consider the data, and (2) meet 
actual people affected by anti-trans legislation.

Thatcher voted against a bill banning trans stu-
dents from playing girls’ sports last year, but the bill 
passed easily through the state’s lopsided legislature. 
But then another Republican, Gov. Spencer J. Cox, 
vetoed it, writing: “Rarely has so much fear and anger 
been directed at so few. I don’t understand what they 
are going through or why they feel the way they do. 
But I want them to live.”

That moment of grace was followed quickly by a 
veto override. This year, the Utah legislature intro-
duced a bill banning gender-affirming care for trans-
gender youths, and when Thatcher rose to speak 
against the health-care ban, he felt, as he said in a 
radio interview, like “the only conservative on that 
floor.”

In Thatcher’s view, prohibiting gender-affirming 
health care, against medical data and for purely 
political reasons, is anti-conservative — and anti-
Christian. “I have had people who claim to be Chris-
tian reach out to me and tell me that I can’t be a 
Christian unless I hate certain people,” he said on the 

New York Times’s “First Person” podcast. “Well, I 
don’t know who your Christ is, but he kind of sucks.”

“There’s not a single person who’s going to die if we 
don’t pass this bill,” he told KSL NewsRadio, “but 
there are people who are going to die if we do.”

They did pass the bill. Cox then signed it into law, 
apparently no longer so determined that transgender 
children should live.

Wait — we’re looking for hope.
Okay, in Ohio, state Rep. Jamie Callender said that 

because he’s a Republican, he voted against two 
recent bills targeting transgender children. One bill 
limits health care for transgender children and bans 
trans athletes from girls’ sports, and the other forces 
teachers to notify parents if their children identify as 
the “wrong” gender.

“I am a Republican because I believe in empower-
ing individuals and I believe in limiting government,” 
Callender said, according to the Statehouse News 
Bureau. “And both of these bills appear to me to do the 
opposite and put more restrictions on individuals 
and take away rights.”

The Ohio Senate will take up these bills after the 
summer break. In Louisiana, where the Democratic 
governor rejected all three anti-trans bills, the legisla-
ture might reconvene to override his vetoes. Before 
they do, before Republicans line up once again to 
pledge allegiance to their party by picking on a small, 
vulnerable minority, I ask them to consider voting “no.”

Call it deferring to medical authority or upholding 
the principles of conservatism or Christ. Call it limit-
ing government or being a true Republican.

“I’d rather do the right thing and lose an election 
than do the wrong thing just to get reelected,” Cal-
lender said.

Yes, that’s it: Call it doing the right thing.

Kate CoHen

Meet the Republicans voting no on anti-trans laws

BeBeto MAtthews/AP

Construction workers in New York in June. 

before the pandemic. This means that more than 
half of the new workers have been immigrants.

If the U.S. economy ends up having a soft landing, 
it will largely be because immigrants and people of 
color have kept entering the labor force — helping to 
keep production going, consumption solid and 
wage growth (and inflation) cooling to a more 
sustainable level.

What’s going on is partly a result of low unem-
ployment, what economists often dub a “tight” 
labor market. Black and Hispanic people often do 
not get hired until late in a recovery. In the past year, 

T
he U.S. labor market is on a gravity-defying 
streak. The June jobs report was a tad softer 
than expected, but the overall trend is so 
strong that recession fears are fading. 

Hiring remains solid across many industries, in-
cluding construction, and companies are largely 
holding on to their workers.

There’s growing optimism that the country can 
avoid a downturn. One key reason this is possible is 
the surge of new workers. Nearly 4 million more 
people are employed now than just before the 
pandemic hit. That’s more families with steady 
incomes to spend, which helps explain the vigorous 
sales of everything from cars to gardening supplies. 
There has also been a big upshift in the labor force 
since the pandemic: Low-paying hospitality em-
ployment still hasn’t recovered, as workers have 
traded up to higher-paying business, health-care 
and warehouse work. This has brought another 
boost to incomes and an important mental shift as 
more workers who used to hop from job to job now 
see themselves on a steady career path.

The mistaken notion that Americans don’t want 
to work can now be put to rest. Nearly 81 percent of 
Americans ages 25 to 54 are working, the highest 
share since 2001. What has been particularly 
jaw-dropping is how resilient job gains have been 
since March 2022, when the Federal Reserve started 
aggressively hiking interest rates. Back then, Fed 
Chair Jerome H. Powell argued the labor market 
was “unhealthy.” There was a misguided belief that 
it would take a recession to get supply and demand 
for goods — and workers — back to more normal 
levels. But what many experts missed was how 
many workers of color and immigrants wanted to 
work and were still looking for opportunities.

Fewer White people are employed now than 
pre-pandemic. In contrast, over 2 million more 
Hispanics are employed now, over 800,000 more 
Asian Americans and over 750,000 more African 
Americans. This same trend played out just before 
the pandemic. Companies were also complaining 
then that they could not find workers, and experts 
were saying the nation was at “full employment.” Yet 
month after month, Black and Hispanic people 
(largely women) kept entering the labor force and 
getting jobs. It’s also notable that over 2 million 
more foreign-born people are employed now than 

there has also been a strong uptick in jobs in 
government and health care, sectors in which 
women of color have historically found employment 
opportunities. Employers have also expanded their 
hiring searches, improved pay and benefits, and 
removed requirements for college degrees for many 
positions. All of this has helped expand opportuni-
ties. This past spring, for the first time, Black 
Americans were as likely to be employed as White 
Americans.

“There is sufficient demand that employers aren’t 
discriminating. They need workers,” economist 
William Spriggs told me in a conversation shortly 
before his death last month.

Spriggs spent years pointing out that too many 
experts were overlooking how many more people of 
color were ready to work if only employers would 
give them a chance and the jobs weren’t dead-end 
ones. As other economists were stunned by the 
labor market in recent months, especially the gains 
for Black people, Spriggs had a different take. “It’s 
not that the labor market is ‘overheated,’ ” he said. 
“It’s that the labor market is getting closer to how it’s 
supposed to work in a textbook.”

All of this suggests experts still don’t fully 
understand what “full employment” is or how much 
more labor supply is out there. Policymakers have 
spent significant time trying to understand why so 
many White men no longer work. Their labor force 
participation has been declining for 70 years. It’s 
still important to look for ways to stop that, but 
policymakers also need to look at how to get more 
women, especially women of color, working. Wom-
en have already demonstrated — time and again — 
that they want to work more.

The U.S. labor force is more diverse today than 
ever. As baby boomers retire, they are being 
replaced by younger workers, especially workers of 
color. Non-White people now make up more than 
40 percent of the labor force. That’s almost double 
the 1990 level. There has been a steady rise in 
workers of color as the American population has 
diversified, but the workforce trend accelerated 
somewhat during the pandemic.

No one wants to see the gains for Black and 
Hispanic workers backtrack. But it’s equally impor-
tant to ask: How many more people could find jobs? 
And why aren’t policymakers trying to find out?

HeatHer Long

If we avoid a recession, 
we can thank Black and Hispanic workers

Change in employment
since February 2020

The U.S. labor force
is increasingly diverse

Data is not seasonally adjusted.
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In our years in Vietnam and Laos five 
decades ago, part of our assignment with 
the Mennonites was to clean up some of 
the unexploded munitions at the end of 
the Vietnam War. Most lethal to farmers 
and children were the small bomblets 
from the cluster munitions that had been 
dropped so indiscriminately during the 
war and are causing death even to this day. 
Use of these weapons has received near-
total condemnation in the international 
community. Yet now we read in the July 7 
front-page article “Cluster bombs on way 
to Kyiv” that President Biden is planning 
to send such munitions to Ukraine.

Will this senseless escalation of war-
fare have no end? There will be no perfect 
ending of this war. It is high time we find 
ways to talk and bring about an immedi-
ate cease-fire in this conflict.

Earl and Pat Hostetter Martin, 
Harrisonburg, Va.

The tragedy of cluster bombs

The July 6 Local Living article “How to 
build the frog pond you didn’t know you 
needed” contained advice that I found 
rather perplexing: Potential frog-pond 
builders should ask their neighbors, in 
case they dislike frog sounds.

Strangely enough, I’ve never been 
asked by any neighbors whether I mind-
ed the sound of their wind chimes, 
barking dogs, lawn mowers, leaf blowers 
or edging tools.

I guess as long as noise is not natural, 
it’s no problem?

Lotte Fleck, Washington

Natural neighborhood noises

which is struggling because it has been 
denied the full cadre of weapons needed 
for true combined arms operations, a 
necessity if Ukraine is to win.

Our current policy is encouraging fur-
ther preemptive behavior by Mr. Putin, 
the opposite of the intended purpose.

NATO and the United States must cite 
Mr. Putin’s latest nuclear move and open-
ly declare in no uncertain terms that any 
use of weapons of mass destruction, 
especially nuclear, in Ukraine or else-
where will be met with an overwhelming 
and decisive response. Confirming this, 
long-range missiles and accelerated air 
power (F-16s) should be immediately 
provided to Ukraine. “Peace through 
strength” has kept the nuclear genie 
tamped down for 75 years. Openly and 
decisively reinforcing that policy is the 
surest way to avoid a terrible miscalcula-
tion and unthinkable consequences for 
the world.

R. Noel Longuemare,  Silver Spring
The writer is a former deputy 

undersecretary of defense for acquisition 
and technology and a retired executive 

of Westinghouse Electric.

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, fear that 
the conflict, which Ukraine is fighting 
with Western weaponry, might escalate 
into outright NATO-Russia conflict has 
been documented on both Russian and 
Western sides, and state deterioration in 
Russia would do nothing to diminish it.

The July 6 front-page article “Renewed 
fears of a nuclear horror” referred to a 
recent essay, “A Difficult but Necessary 
Decision,” by Sergei Karaganov, a veteran 
Kremlin insider, which advocates consid-
eration of a preemptive Russian tactical 
nuclear strike on a NATO country. 
Mr. Karaganov is a card-carrying hard-
liner — and has been so for decades. Not 
so is Dmitry Trenin, whom the article 
described as “a hawkish Moscow-based 
military analyst” and supporter of 
Mr. Karaganov’s views.

Mr. Trenin was director of the Carnegie 
Moscow Center of the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace, a post he 
had held for more than a decade when it 
was dissolved last year. (Disclosure: As 
head of the program at Carnegie Corpo-
ration of New York, which helped set up 
the center, I met Mr. Trenin on several 
occasions and found him to be diplomat-
ic, insightful and measured in manner 
and thought, appropriate for a Moscow-
based employee of a U.S. entity dedicated 
to peaceful international relations.)

If one reads Mr. Trenin’s recent writ-
ings in full, his dismay is clear that we in 
the United States might not have been 
sufficiently concerned about the pros-
pect of first use by Moscow. His call is not 
one to the Kremlin to “use nuclear arms” 
but rather a call to the West to take the 
catastrophic scenario seriously.

David C. Speedie, Charlottesville

The July 6 front-page article “Renewed 
fears of a nuclear horror” correctly de-
scribed concerns over the potential Rus-
sian use of nuclear weapons.

In the Kremlin, there is a belief that the 
United States and NATO can be coerced 
by nuclear threats and will probably not 
respond with a direct strike for fear of 
further escalation. Thus far, our actions 
give credence to this view. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s latest gambit of 
moving nuclear weapons into Belarus is 
unabashedly provocative, yet there has 
been no significant response from the 
West. This is the next chapter in a trans-
parent playbook that became apparent 
when Russia invaded Ukraine and 
Mr. Putin implied that he might use 
nuclear weapons. The United States im-
mediately applied constraints on arms to 
be provided Ukraine — long-range mis-
siles and modern fighter planes in partic-
ular — so as not to “provoke” Mr. Putin. 
The effects of this policy are evident in 
the slow pace of the Ukrainian offensive, 

Averting a nuclear war

Our city and others have shifted to a 
public health model to reduce violence 
and homicides. Over time, about five to 
10 years, this approach can be successful. 
The other dominant approach to this 
problem is through community interven-
tions. This approach works to a very 
small degree. But neither of these ap-
proaches will do much for victims of 
violence in the immediate future. It is 
time for our city to take action to curtail 
the gun violence that is rampant 
throughout our streets.

Saving lives in three, four or 10 years 
does nothing for those who get shot 
tomorrow.

We need tools that will provide im-
mediate relief. Those tools can include 
increased pretrial detention, zero toler-
ance for illegal firearm possession and a 
sufficient quantity and quality of pros-
ecutors and investigators to avoid a 
“revolving door” justice system. Adding 
police officers and security cameras will 
work only if the other parts of the 
criminal justice system perform well. It 
does no good for the police to arrest 
someone if the charges are then quickly 
dismissed by the U.S. attorney or if the 
suspect is released by a magistrate on 
personal recognizance.

The number of people committing acts 
of violence in our city is finite. It is time 
for these individuals to suffer the conse-
quences of their actions.

The D.C. Council, the Office of the 
Attorney General for D.C. and the Dis-
trict’s U.S. attorney’s office have an op-
portunity to save lives. Or they can make 
excuses and pander to a vocal element of 
our community.

Barney R. Shapiro, Washington
The writer, an advisory neighborhood 

commissioner, is a former staff director 
for the D.C. Council’s Public Safety 

Committee, former executive officer of the 
D.C. Parole Board and former member of 

the Homicide Elimination Task Force.

How to curb crime now
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Addison Beer, 17, center, prepares for summer campers to arrive at the Virginia G. Piper branch 
of the Boys & Girls Club in Scottsdale, Ariz., on May 25. 

E
VERY SUMMER, teens and young adults across 
the country fill their bags, pack lunches and head 
to work — thanks to summer youth jobs programs. 
These initiatives, which have become ubiquitous 

nationwide, are beloved by politicians and constituents 
alike. They aim to perform myriad functions: helping 
connect youths to employment opportunities, offering 
them income and marketable skills, and dissuading them 
from risky behavior.

Those are worthy — and urgent — goals. With juvenile 
crime rates surging and teen mental health a critical 
concern, policymakers hope these schemes can help set 
America’s youths on a better path. But achieving so much 
is a tall order for any policy, and summer youth employ-
ment programs are often hampered by unclear priorities 
and inconsistent financing.

Now, many local governments, bolstered by funding 
from the American Rescue Plan, are making new invest-
ments in summer jobs programs. If those resources are 
spent effectively, cities and counties could revitalize sum-
mers to provide young people — particularly from low-in-
come and marginalized backgrounds — with lasting gains.

Crime and violence prevention
As summer jobs initiatives have risen to prominence 

nationally, there is a growing body of research evaluating 
their impacts. Many of the studies have been run by 
researchers affiliated with the Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty 
Action Lab, with one consistent takeaway: These pro-
grams can help prevent participants from being pulled 
into the criminal justice system, particularly for violent 
crimes.

In New York City — which uses a lottery system, 
allowing for a randomized evaluation — participation was 
linked to a lower likelihood of incarceration and mortality, 
especially related to homicide. Programs in Chicago, 
Boston and Philadelphia were also linked to decreases in 
arrests or arraignments for violent crimes.

Because these effects continue months after the pro-
grams end, it is clear the programs are not simply 
distracting youths from risky behavior. By providing 
mentorship, structure and new networks, they seem to be 
imparting social skills — particularly in conflict resolu-
tion and managing emotions — that discourage violent 
responses.

That suggests that, to have the most impact on juvenile 
crime, programs should be targeted. Policymakers could, 
for example, prioritize young people who have been 
involved in the juvenile justice system or show behaviors 
linked to it, such as extended school absences. Policymak-
ers could also bolster access in low-income communities 
by offering information sessions, support with applica-
tions and subsidized commutes. But including more 
at-risk teens and young adults would require adequate 
structure, support and staffing — something which not all 
jurisdictions are equipped to provide. On violence preven-
tion, more dedicated funding would go a long way.

Employment
On the other hand, the evidence on summer jobs’ 

impact on later employment is mixed. The programs 
temporarily boost incomes for youths who might not 
otherwise find jobs over the summer. For the most part, 
though, the programs have limited to no impact on future 
earnings. In New York, participation actually lowered 
earnings slightly for three years after the program before 
equalizing. This effect was pronounced among youths 
who worked in day cares and summer camps.

That could be due to the nature of the jobs: If young 
adults look for work similar to what they have already 
done, they could be drawn to careers with lower wages and 
mobility. Day cares and camps, which are vital resources 
for working parents during the summer, rely on young 
workers. These types of jobs are most beneficial to younger 
teenagers, who are seeking employment primarily during 
the summer.

For high-schoolers and young adults, however, jobs that 
could lead to careers — apprenticeships, work in trades and 
office jobs — can be more advantageous. Assigning jobs by 
age group, with a focus on more long-term or private-sector 
prospects for older cohorts, could move the needle signifi-

cantly. Yet finding placements in the private sector — which 
are often unsubsidized — can be a year-round, resource-in-
tensive endeavor, particularly for matching candidates 
with opportunities. Not all jurisdictions have the capacity 
to make this possible.

Initiatives that offer career resources, both during and 
after the program, can likewise be valuable. Some pro-
grams help teens learn about interview and office skills or 
— like D.C.’s Marion S. Barry Summer Youth Employment 
Program — financial literacy, giving a taste of what they 
will experience in the future. Recent research by econo-
mists Sara B. Heller and Judd B. Kessler suggests that 
letters of recommendation can also be a powerful signal 
for high-productivity candidates, matching them with the 
right jobs for their skill sets.

Education
As with employment, the effects of summer jobs pro-

grams on education are complex. While some programs 
have been linked to improvements in attendance and 
test-taking, most appear to have little impact on high 
school or college outcomes.

One exception is Boston’s summer program. In a paper 
this year, Alicia Sasser Modestino and Richard Paulsen 
found that selection in the program was linked to increas-
es in high school graduation rates, likely driven by 
improved work habits and aspirations to attend college. 
Moreover, participation in the private-sector arm of the 
program was associated with higher levels of college 
enrollment, particularly in four-year colleges.

For educational goals, as with employment, roles that 
involve skill-building can be useful for high-performing 
youths. But expanding these placements would take 
targeted investing in staffing and networks, requiring a 
trade-off from other parts of the program.

Summer jobs programs can be costly behemoths to 
operate, but, if done right, they can be much more than 
well-meaning but marginally effective extravagances. Pol-
icymakers seeking to establish or expand these initiatives 
need to set clear priorities and then allocate funding with 
those goals in mind. Instead of having programs operate in 
silos, policymakers also should coordinate them with 
other behavioral, educational and workforce develop-
ment plans.

And while there is no one-size-fits-all approach that can 
work nationally, jurisdictions should learn from each 
other. Sharing best practices about expanding access, 
matching participants to the optimal summer experience 
and providing follow-up resources can help all govern-
ments streamline their initiatives and deploy their re-
sources better. The onus doesn’t fall only on local govern-
ments; the federal government can also play a role by 
offering grants or incentives to jurisdictions that evaluate, 
innovate and share knowledge.

Youth employment initiatives have the potential to 
change lives for the better. It’s up to cities to seize the 
opportunity.

The magic
of the summer job

Properly designed, employment initiatives can set at-risk youth on a better path.
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Students take part in the Construction Careers Now 
program at Central 70’s Neighborhood Training Center 
in June 2018 in Denver. 
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H
ope is summoned so often in 
speeches and sermons that in-
voking it invites the very cyni-
cism and resignation it is meant 

to answer. The word can seem to be a 
crutch to get past some unpleasantness, a 
deus ex machina contrived to move hu-
manity from a terrible here to a delight-
ful there with no effort, discipline or 
commitment.

But hope is a demanding virtue, not a 
sunny disposition. It accepts reality, ac-
knowledges obstacles and insists, as the 
bard of hope Barack Obama put it, “that 
something better awaits us if we have the 
courage to reach for it and to work for it 
and to fight for it.”

This aspiration became so central to 
Obama’s political life that the word itself 
came to be seen as partisan. Campaigning 
in the 2010 midterm elections, Sarah Pa-
lin, the GOP’s vice-presidential nominee 
two years earlier, coined a memorable 
dismissal: “How’s that hopey changey 
thing working out for ya?”

But hope, like faith and love, is not the 
possession of any party or politician. And 
here’s something else about hope: It’s 
practical.

If hope isn’t exactly in the air these 
days, the work it does is on a lot of 
thoughtful minds. Two books published 
in the past year — one by an economist, 
the other by a theologically inclined hu-
manities scholar — bring home why hope 
is central to policymaking and decent 
politics.

Carol Graham, my colleague at the 
Brookings Institution, has made the study 
of well-being her life’s work as an econo-
mist. Nodding to the reality that “The 
Power of Hope” reflects an unusual preoc-
cupation within a discipline often re-
ferred to as “the dismal science,” Graham 
opens her first chapter with nice under-
statement: “Hope is a little-studied con-
cept in economics.”

It shouldn’t be, she argues, because 
hope is relevant to so many of the out-
comes economists seek, including up-
ward mobility, a well-trained, dedicated 
workforce, better health and the eco-
nomic growth that flows from all of them. 
Hope’s opposite, despair, is now an enor-
mous, measurable problem.

“Despair in the United States today is a 
barrier to reviving our labor markets and 
productivity,” she writes. “It jeopardizes 
our well-being, longevity, families and 
communities.”

To pick a simple example Graham dis-
cusses: Nurturing hope matters to the 
success of job training and education 
policies because “they will not be taken up 
if people do not have hope in their own 
futures.” That’s because hope is not just a 
belief “that things will be better in the 
future,” but also confidence in “the ability 
to do something about that future.”

The good news is that well-being issues 
are working their way into the public 
debate, reflected in Surgeon General 
Vivek H. Murthy’s report on loneliness, 
isolation and lack of connection as a 
public health crisis. Murthy argued that 
the choices government makes in transit, 
parks, libraries, family leave and technol-
ogy can all build social as well as physical 
infrastructure to foster community — 
and, yes, hope.

The choices we make about the struc-
ture of the economy matter, too. Graham 
cites the celebrated work of Anne Case 
and Angus Deaton on “deaths of despair” 
among working-class Americans from 
suicide, alcohol-related diseases and 
drug overdoses. The loss of hope typically 
followed the loss of well-paying jobs and 
the collapse of communities.

Deaths of despair, Case and Deaton 
found, were especially common among 
lower-income Whites. Black Americans, 
perhaps from their long experience over-
coming discrimination and oppression, 
showed measurably higher rates of resil-
iency. But Graham notes that in recent 
years, suicide rates have been rising 
sharply among young Black Americans, 
and deaths from drug overdoses among 
Black men have shot up, too. Restoring 
hope is a moral and policy imperative 
across racial lines.

It’s also an imperative in our politics, as 
Wake Forest University scholar Michael 
Lamb argues in “A Commonwealth of 
Hope,” a fascinating revisionist view of the 
political thought of St. Augustine. Con-
trary to a popular perception of Augustine 
as an otherworldly thinker who accents 
“darkness and pessimism,” Lamb sketch-
es a persuasive portrait of a thinker who 
“encourages a realistic hope for a better 
form of community not only in heaven but 
on earth.”

Lamb’s Augustine grasps “both the lim-
its and possibilities of politics” — wisdom 
demands we always keep both in mind — 
and he is thus “an especially valuable, if 
unlikely, ally in our contemporary mo-
ment.”

Like Graham in the policy sphere, 
Lamb highlights the high cost of despair 
in politics, which he argues “can license 
apathy or fatalism, encouraging citizens 
to withdraw from politics rather than 
stretch toward difficult political goods.”

His valuable warning: “When despair 
becomes a habit — a vice — it can further 
entrench the social and political problems 
that prompted pessimism in the first 
place.”

Democracy cannot work if citizens are 
demoralized and demobilized by such de-
spair. You don’t have to be a sucker for the 
hopey changey thing to see why we need a 
rendezvous with hope — in our individual 
lives and in our common life, too.

e.J. Dionne JR.

The high cost 
of despair
in politics

BY MITCH MCCONNELL

E
very June, the Supreme Court 
releases its most controversial 
opinions, and without fail, politi-
cians complain about how those 

decisions came down. After cases such 
as King v. Burwell in 2015, which upheld 
the constitutionality of the Affordable 
Care Act, it was conservatives who 
voiced disappointment. More recently, 
liberals have taken up the cry.

Unfortunately, Democrats have 
moved from complaining about the 
Supreme Court’s reasoning to question-
ing its independence. The Senate Demo-
cratic leader has threatened justices by 
name that they would “pay the price” for 
not ruling the way he wanted and has 
taken to deriding the entire institution 
as a “MAGA Supreme Court.” Democrats 
on the Senate Judiciary Committee are 
trying to tell a coequal branch of 
government how to manage its internal 
operations, ostensibly to clean up its 
“ethics.”

President Biden, for his part, has 
gravely proclaimed that the court is “not 
a normal court.” On that count, he is 
correct — it is, as Article III of the 
Constitution put it, “supreme.”

These escalating attacks from the left 
betray a fundamental misunderstand-
ing of the court’s structure and purpose. 
It is an ideologically unpredictable body 
that takes cases as they come and 
produces diverse outcomes. Recent rul-
ings put that reality in stark relief.

During the latest term, according to 
calculations produced by my staff, the 
court reached a unanimous outcome in 
about 45 percent of the 57 cases it heard. 
Yes, the Biden administration lost in 
Axon Enterprise v. Federal Trade Com-
mission, but so did the state of Alabama 
in Allen v. Milligan. When the court put 
a stop to union thuggery in Glacier 
Northwest v. International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, it ruled 8-1. When it 
declined to stop Biden’s outrageous 
open-borders policies, the margin was 
the same.

Of course, some cases are more wide-
ranging than others. But only about 
9 percent of this term’s cases produced 
the 6-3 decision commentators use to 
warn of hyperpolarization on the court. 
Even fewer cases — only about 5 percent 
— had five Republican-appointed jus-
tices make up a 5-4 majority. On the 
other hand, about 16 percent of the cases 
were decided by a majority coalition of 
the court’s three liberal justices joined 
by Republican-appointed justices.

Some “MAGA Supreme Court.”
Evidence from this past term indi-

cates that the court’s defining character-
istic isn’t polarization. It is, instead, a 
politically unpredictable center.

Take Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, for 
example. Those who have paid atten-
tion to his earlier career are familiar 
with his restrained, case-by-case juris-
prudence. But those on the left who 
vilify Kavanaugh to this day might be 
surprised to learn that he was more 
likely this term to vote with Justice 
Elena Kagan (about 81 percent) than he 
was to vote with Justice Clarence 
Thomas (about 61 percent).

Justice Amy Coney Barrett, while 
more likely to side with the other 
conservatives than Kavanaugh was, was 
about equal when it comes to voting 
with Kagan (about 77 percent) and 
Thomas (about 72 percent). Of course, 
that did not stop Barrett from writing a 
highly technical and scholarly rebuttal 
to Kagan on the textualist justification 
of the “major questions doctrine” that 
has emerged in recent years as the most 
contentious and consequential issue in 
administrative law.

Even the court’s right flank turns out 
to be slightly less predictable than its 
left. Thomas and Justice Samuel A. Alito 
Jr. — generally agreed to be the most 
conservative justices — voted with each 
other about 79 percent of the time. By 
contrast, Justices Sonia Sotomayor and 
Ketanji Brown Jackson voted with each 
other about 89 percent of the time. 
Fidelity to the Constitution as it is 
written means checking ideology at the 
door.

Some court watchers are quick to 
speculate about whether conservatives 
will break ranks and join the court’s 
three liberals in key decisions. But few 
bothered to ask whether one or more of 
the liberal justices would break ranks 
and conclude that racial discrimination 
in university admissions is unlawful — 
or whether they would stand up to 
Biden’s student loan power grab. This is 
more than just the liberal peanut gallery 
rooting for its preferred outcomes — it 
reflects the reality, borne out by the 
decisions of the just-ended term, that 
the proper role of the court is ideologi-
cally unpredictable.

When Democrats complain about a 
crisis at the court, the crisis they see is its 
refusal to reliably advance their party’s 
priorities. They bemoan a conservative 
majority that puts jurisprudence above 
politics. Well, the evidence suggests that 
anyone who expects the court to func-
tion as a mere extension of legislative 
power is bound to be disappointed.

This latest term demonstrates that no 
party wins or loses before the Supreme 
Court every time. The court adheres to 
the Constitution and weighs each case 
on its merits. It should continue to do 
exactly that.

the writer, a republican from kentucky, 
is minority leader of the u.s. senate.

Neither party 
can call the 
court  its ally

BY YEHOR FIRSOV

I
 started my military career in May 
2022, providing medical aid to 
wounded soldiers. I also had to 
carry the bodies of those who had 

passed away. At first, I thought of war 
in straightforward terms: It was all 
about life and death.

Today, I think differently. War is just 
one more form of human life with all 
its characteristic features: laughter 
and tears, love and jealousy, laziness, 
courage and fear.

Often this manifests in unexpected 
ways.

For example, recently I was walking 
around Niu York — not the American 
metropolis but a Ukrainian village be-
tween Bakhmut and Avdiivka in the 
Donbas region, where war has been 
going on since 2014. Niu York is only a 
few miles away from the front line. 
Enemy mortar shells often land in the 
yards of local people, with horrible 
consequences.

I was walking down the street when 
I heard a shell exploding a few hun-
dred yards away — a 120mm mortar 
shell, by the sound of it.

By force of habit, I threw myself to 
the ground. After a few seconds, I raised 
my head and saw an elderly man sitting 
on a nearby bench as though nothing 
had happened, holding a bouquet of 
lilacs. Explosion, dust, I’m lying on the 
ground, and the guy is just sitting there 
with a bouquet in his hands.

Shaking off the dust, I shouted: 
“Why didn’t you get on the ground? 
Aren’t you afraid that you might be 
hurt by shrapnel?”

“Why should I get on the ground? 
I’m not that young anymore. I’d just 

make my clothes dirty. If it hits, it hits.”
“Who’s that for?” I glanced at the 

bouquet of lilacs.
“For my wife. I’m waiting for her. 

She went to visit her daughter in 
Kostyantynivka.”

Such nonchalant behavior among 
local people during the war is quite 
common. About 20 kilometers from 
occupied Donetsk is the city of Selido-
vo, where I used to go on business. 
These days, the city is often shelled. 
But this doesn’t keep dozens of teen-
agers from gathering and playing vol-
leyball at the sports field. Not even the 
sound of nearby explosions stops 
them; the game continues as though 
nothing is happening.

When I saw it for the first time, I 
asked one of the girls: “Aren’t you 
afraid?” She said that she’s gotten used 
to such sounds over the past nine 
years.

“We can’t sit in basements for years 
on end,” she told me. “At first, it was 
scary. We used to go down to the 
basement with my mother. But I was 
little then. Now, I don’t pay attention to 
explosions anymore, just like my 
friends.”

And then there are the farmers. 
Imagine a war zone where soldiers 
hide in trenches. Tanks, mortars and 
multiple-rocket systems fire from both 
sides. And yet, just a few miles away, a 
farmer plows the land, sows wheat, 
fertilizes something.

We soldiers wear bulletproof vests 
and helmets, but the farmers just sit on 
their tractors, working. Sometimes, 
you see a projectile that didn’t explode, 
sticking out of the ground. The trac-
tors just swerve around it.

“There’s been fighting here since 

2014, so people are used to working 
like this. War is just war, but people 
need to earn their living,” the village 
leader told us. “And besides, we believe 
in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. We 
believe that this territory will remain 
ours and that the war will end soon.”

Or imagine this. An enemy drone is 
flying above us, calling in Russian mor-
tar fire. We’re being shelled once every 
few minutes. The next projectile could 
go right into our dugout. And there’s 
my buddy, Saint, flipping through Tik-
Tok videos. I can’t see what he’s watch-
ing, but I hear music and laughter. 
Here you are, sitting underground, 
praying, while next to you a soldier is 
watching some silly entertainment.

Despite the daily violence, the war 
has become a sort of haven for some. 
One of the officers in my company just 
turned 60. According to the law, this 
means he has to retire. You’d think he 
would be packing his stuff to go home 
to his wife and children. Instead, he’s 
trying to find a loophole in the law so 
he can stay on.

Forest (as this officer is known) 
once confessed to me: “I’ve been here 
for almost 10 years. I have authority 
among the men, I have a clear mission. 
And there, in Vinnytsia, who needs me 
there? If I retire, I’m just another 
pensioner with two concussions.”

I’ve heard and seen a lot of heart-
breaking stories in the war this past 
year. I’ve also learned that, amid the 
horrors, people are determined to go 
on living their lives. Life is still life. And 
as humans, we still want it to be as 
beautiful as possible.

the writer is a soldier in the ukrainian 
army.

Life amid war comes at you fast. 
In Ukraine, we aren’t scared of that.

alEx babEnkoEPa-EFE/shuttErstock

A Ukrainian servicemember fishes near the front-line city of Bakhmut, Donetsk region, on July 1.

W
e’re about to find out just how 
crazy and dysfunctional this 
slim House Republican ma-
jority really is. If I were a 

betting man, I’d take the “over.” The next 
couple of months could be an epic 
dumpster fire.

I’ll admit I was surprised when Speak-
er Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) got the 
House to approve a deal on the debt 
ceiling that takes the threat of default off 
the table until early 2025, eliminating 
the possibility of election-year brink-
manship on that issue. He and President 
Biden reached a reasonable compromise 
— far too reasonable, it turns out, for the 
anti-government zealots in McCarthy’s 
fractious ranks.

Members of the far-right House Free-
dom Caucus, outraged at the notion of 
meeting anyone halfway about anything, 
are trying to renege on the spending 
targets set in the debt ceiling deal and 
instead force much deeper cuts. They 
don’t have the power to get what they 
want, since all the other actors (Biden, 
House Democrats, a bipartisan majority 
in the Senate) are determined to honor 
the terms of the agreement. But looney-
bin GOP radicals can make McCarthy’s 
life miserable and perhaps even oust 
him as speaker. And there is a good 
chance they can force a government 
shutdown at the end of September.

Pulling such a stunt would be dumb 
and self-defeating. The historical record 
is clear: When Republicans force a 
shutdown, they end up hurting their 
own party politically and helping the 
Democrats. But logic and pragmatism 
no longer appear to be getting through 
to the outer-planet far right in the 
House.

How far into the wilds of extremism 

have these GOP radicals wandered? 
Members of the Freedom Caucus have 
reportedly voted to oust Rep. Marjorie 
Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) from their club. 
Her perceived sins include having sup-
ported McCarthy’s debt ceiling deal and 
generally being too cozy with the leader-
ship. But the “straw that broke the 
camel’s back,” Freedom Caucus member 
Rep. Andy Harris (R-Md.) told reporters, 
came late last month when Greene 
called another Freedom Caucus mem-
ber, Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.), a 
“little bitch” while both were on the 
House floor.

Greene and Boebert once looked like 
potential BFFs; you will recall how they 
previously teamed up to heckle Biden 
during his State of the Union address. 
But each seems to want to be recognized 
as the GOP’s loudest and most telegenic 
provocateur. Greene was hopping mad 
because Boebert had filed an unserious, 
publicity-seeking resolution to impeach 
Biden — jumping the gun before Greene 
could file her own unserious, publicity-
seeking resolution to impeach Biden.

Other prominent House Republicans 
are busy performing such vital legisla-
tive tasks as investigating Hunter Biden; 
investigating the Justice Department 
investigation of Hunter Biden; threaten-
ing to impeach Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland; threatening to impeach 
Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas; threatening to fire FBI Direc-
tor Christopher A. Wray, who was ap-
pointed by Donald Trump; complaining 
about “woke” capitalism, as if they think 
Wall Street has somehow repealed the 
profit motive; and now, in a weekend 
flurry of official statements and Fox 
News appearances, vowing to get to the 
bottom of who left a small bag of cocaine 

at the White House.
Amid all this nonsense, however, the 

House Appropriations Committee is 
working on spending bills for the fiscal 
year beginning Oct. 1 with funding 
levels about $119 billion less than those 
set in the Biden-McCarthy compromise. 
This attempt at changing the rules 
midgame was blessed by McCarthy after 
Freedom Caucus members staged a 
tantrum, blocking the House from get-
ting any work done, to protest the debt 
ceiling deal.

If House Republicans all get together 
behind these new cuts, there is little that 
House Democrats can do. But the Senate 
and the president have other ideas.

The Senate Appropriations Commit-
tee is working on spending bills based on 
the numbers in the debt ceiling compro-
mise. “I fully intend to follow the 
dictates of what we passed in the Senate 
and the House and what the president 
signed,” Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), 
chair of the committee, told the New 
York Times. Sen. Susan Collins (Maine), 
the ranking Republican on the panel, 
said, “From my perspective, we in the 
Senate just have to proceed.”

Admirably, Congress is actually trying 
to do its job this time: write and approve 
12 separate spending bills covering dif-
ferent groups of agencies, rather than 
lump everything together into one mam-
moth, hopelessly opaque “omnibus” bill. 
It would be hard to make the end- 
 of-September deadline even if everyone 
agreed on the top-line numbers. But if 
House Republicans won’t abide by the 
agreed-on spending limits, I don’t see 
how these appropriations bills get passed 
and signed in time to avoid a shutdown.

I do know one thing: It’s going to be a 
long, hot summer on Capitol Hill.

eugene Robinson

As hard-right House radicals dig in, 
prepare for a summer of obstruction
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until Thursday.

The storms innewYork
In New York, the most intense

rains hit the Hudson Valley on
Sunday afternoon and evening,
killing at least one person. The
35-year-old woman was swept
away in the town of Highlands
while trying to rescue her dog,
authorities said; her body was
found in a ravine, orange County
Executive Steve Neuhaus said.

The water destroyed roads and
washed away key infrastructure
and homes, state Sen. James Sk-
oufis (D),whorepresents thearea,
told The Post in an email. orange
and rockland counties recorded
six to eight inches of rain, accord-
ing toWeather Service data.
flash flood warnings were is-

sued for New York City overnight
Sunday, with officials asking resi-
dents of basement apartments to
move to a higher floor and for all

New Yorkers to stay off roads. But
the city avoided the worst of the
rainfall.
The last severe deluge and

flooding in New York City were
products of Hurricane Ida in 2021
and linked to 44 deaths in New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
and Connecticut, 16 of them in
New York City. The city’s inad-
equate infrastructure and drain-
age system were major factors in
its vulnerability to flooding, au-

thorities acknowledged at the
time.
This weather affected travel

along the Northeast Corridor.
Amtrak said it temporarily halted
services between New York City
and Albany, while Newark and
LaGuardia airports reported
flight disruptions.
The most significant impacts

occurred on roadways, where
many motorists were caught in
floodwaters unprepared.
State troopers helped stranded

motorists on the Palisades Inter-
state Parkway in rockland Coun-
ty, saidStevenNevel, a spokesman
for theNewYork State Police,who
reported a “terrible” situation,
with roads crumbling. Images
shared by the state police showed
submerged vehicles on the high-
way and damaged roads.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul

(D) stressed the dangers of driv-
ing in floods as she told reporters
that the state might be staring at
back-to-back days of flooding.
“my biggest concern,” she said,

“is the fact thatmost people’s lives
that are lost during a flood event
occur because they’re in their ve-
hicles—not in their homes, but in
their vehicles.”
In some areas, such as at West

Point, rain came down so quickly
it could be considered a “once-
in-1,000 year rainfall event,”
based on the probability of it oc-
curring in that spot in any given
year, meteorologist Craig Ceecee

tweeted. In the Northeast, eight
inches of rain would be a typical
amount of precipitation for the
months of June and July.
But because warmer air holds

moremoisture—a rise in temper-
ature by 1 degree Celsius (1.8 de-
grees fahrenheit) means it can
hold 7 percent more water vapor
— the threats of extreme rainfall
from otherwise mundane sum-
mer storms are growing.
In a tweet, Hochul emphasized

the role climate change plays in
increasingly severe weather.
“makenomistake:This is ournew
normal,” she wrote. “We are the
first generation to feel the im-
pacts of climate change & the last
generation with a shot at doing
anything about it.”
In Vermont, montpelier mayor

mcCullough said he wasn’t sure
how many houses or businesses
were expected to flood as the
Winooski river surged out of its
banks, adding that he thought it
would be far fewer than the city’s
worst flood events.
But according to the first

Street foundation data, the num-
ber of properties at risk from
flooding is growing far beyond
what the federal Emergency
managementAgency considers to
be at risk of 1-in-100-year floods.
The foundation estimates there
are five times asmany.

Kevin Crowe contributed to this
report.

JeenAh Moon for the WAshington Post

Caution tape is strung across a road damaged by flooding in Highland falls, n.Y. orange County, where Highland falls is located, recorded 6 to 8 inches of rain, according to the nationalWeather Service.

TheWinooski andLamoille riv-
ers, both of which flow through
central Vermont into Lake Cham-
plain, were expected to rapidly
surge tomajor flood stages by late
monday night, the National
WeatherService’sNortheastriver
forecast Center said.
In montpelier, Winooski river

floodwaters could surge higher
than they did during Irene, the
Weather Service cautioned. City
officials urged downtown resi-
dents and business owners to
move vehicles and head to higher
ground.mcCullough said the rain
started over theweekend and just
never seemed to “let up.”
monday afternoon, some park-

ing lots andbackyardswere filling
with water, and downtown busi-
nesses were rushing to elevate
valuables and turn on pumps to
clear water from basements. The
red Cross opened a shelter the
nearby town of Barre.
As the storms developed over

the Northeast on Sunday, flood-
waters quickly made many roads
impassable from northeastern
Pennsylvania into the Hudson
Valley. The torrents were a prod-
uct of a slow-moving storm sys-
tem trapped between areas of
strong high pressure over Green-
land and western Canada and
fueled by a steady flow of tropical
moisture feeding in from the
south.
By early monday, the most in-

tense rain poured on Vermont, an
inland state less known for ex-
tremeweather.
“This is an all-hands-on-deck

response,” Vermont Gov. Phil
Scott (r) said at a news briefing,
adding that he would be request-
ing a federal disaster declaration
from the White House. “We have
not seen rainfall like this since
[Hurricane] Irene, and in some
places it will surpass even that.”
State emergency management

officials said theywere investigat-
ing unconfirmed reports that one
person was swept away monday
morning in Londonderry, in the
central portionof the state. Teams
used boats to rescue 19 people
from their homes and helped two
dozen others to evacuate as flood-
ing devastated the Londonderry
and Weston areas, mike Cannon,
of the Vermont Urban Search and
rescue Team, saidmonday.
flooding closed about two doz-

en roads across the state, and
emergency crews made multiple
rescues, according to theVermont
State Police. Ten people were res-
cued from high water at a camp-
site near Andover, the Weather
Service reported.
The flooding ravaged ski re-

sorts, forcingKillingtonresort to
close for golfing and biking at
least through Tuesday after
floods sent mud flowing down its
slopes. okemo, a resort in Lud-
low, said it would remain closed

flooding from A1

Severe flooding hits New England, a sign of climate-fueled extremes to come

50 Miles

n.J.

PA. Conn. r.i.

Ver.Ver.

n.h.

MAineo n t A r i o

Q u e B e C

MAss.

neW

YorK

BostonBoston

BurlingtonBurlington

ConcordConcord

AugustaAugusta

u.s.u.s.

CAnAdACAnAdA
ottawaottawa

MontrealMontreal

AlbanyAlbany

syracusesyracuse

PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia

new Yorknew York

the WAshington Post

source: noAA

48-hour estimated rainfall
in inches as of 3 p.m., July 10

10642

A
t l a

n
t i c

O c e a nJeenAh Moon for the WAshington Post

Haleigh fredrickson cleans out her garage in Highland falls, n.Y. A woman from the nearby town of
Highlands was swept away in the floodwaters while trying to rescue her dog, authorities said.

PAul KAzdAn/AP

Part of Route 32 in the Hudson Valley near Cornwall, n.Y., collapsed. Travel throughout the area was
affected; Amtrak and airports also announced service disruptions related to the weather.
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Joseph Pedott, 91, an
entrepreneur who sparked
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culinary ambassador
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BY LUZ LAZO

A fiery crash earlier this year
that involved a driver with a his-
tory of DUI convictions and a
valid D.C. driver’s license inspired
legislation that aims to resolve
failures in the city’s enforcement
processes, targeting drivers with
long records of dangerous on-
road behavior.

A proposal before the D.C.
Council aims to give more en-
forcement power to city agencies
to target repeat offenders, includ-
ing drivers who accumulate fines
for speeding and reckless driving
— even if they pay the fines —
while establishing safeguards to
ensure licenses are revoked for
those with multiple DUI convic-
tions.

The bill, introduced by council
memberCharlesAllen (D-Ward6)
on Monday, seeks to remedy fail-
ures in city oversight that were
exposed after a March 15 crash in
which D.C. driver nakita Walker,
who had five prior DUIs and a
valid D.C. driver’s license, crashed
her sUV into a sedan, killing three
men. Police had pulled her over
for speeding moments before the
crashand she spedaway, reaching
speedsup to 100mphbefore strik-
ing a Honda head-on, according
to court records.

The incident spurred outrage,
with city residents and the vic-
tims’ relatives asking why D.C.
authorities had not done more to
keep Walker off the streets. It also
uncovered a breakdown at the
D.C. Department of Motor Vehi-
cles in suspending the woman’s
drivingprivileges after the agency
was notified by the court of her
convictions. DMV officials have
since said someone with such a
DUIhistory shouldhavehad their
license revoked.

The bill would require the
court to order the DMV to sus-

sEE COuNCiL On B3

D.C. bill
targets
reckless
drivers
Measure sPurreD
by fatal crash

Repeat offenders would
face greater sanctions

BY DANIELLE
DOUGLAS-GABRIEL

Maryland Treasurer Dereck E.
Davis said Monday that he will
retroactively apply a 6 percent
earnings rate to accounts in the
state’s prepaid college savings
trust, delivering a win to parents
invested in the plan.

Thedecisioncomesmorethana
year after Maryland 529 suspend-
ed earnings on 31,000 prepaid tu-
itionaccounts, citinga calculation
error that it said incorrectly inflat-
ed balances. Parents accused the
agency of a breach of contract and
reneging on an earlier promise to
offer the 6 percent rate.

“Today is a day of victory,” said
Brian savoie, a prepaid account
holder insilverspringwhohelped
organize other parents. “I am
grateful that the treasurer … has
taken clear and unequivocal ac-
tion. now that the decision has
been made, swift action is re-
quired. In less than 20 days, the
vastmajorityof tuitionbillswillbe
due.”

Davis, whose office took the
helm of the Maryland 529 agency
on June 1, said it will take time for
the system to reflect the retroac-
tive earnings rate. Priority will be
given toaccountholderswithchil-
dren attending college in the fall.
In themeantime, thetreasurerhas
asked Maryland schools to be pa-
tient if there is a delay in process-
ing payments. A letter asking as
much will also be available for
parents to provide to out-of-state
colleges.

“It is my hope that with today’s
announcement, we can provide
certainty and some sense of relief
to account holders, their benefici-
aries, and the public about the
path forward,” Davis said in a
statement Monday.

The Maryland Prepaid College
Trust, unlike the state’s traditional
529plan, let families lock in future
tuition payments by purchasing
semester credits when they
opened an account. For years, the
agency invested the money it re-
ceived from families but distribut-

sEE MAryLAND 529 On B2

Some Md.
529 savers
get earning
adjustment
State treasurer applies
6% rate retroactively for
prepaid tuition accounts

rights lawyers in the world.
“Brilliant,” the Human

Trafficking Legal Center said
about her “cutting-edge work”
when it gave her the advocate of
the year award in 2020, noting
that her “leadership in the anti-
trafficking strategic litigation
field is unmatched.”

Her most recent win came
outside a D.C. courtroom in May,
a week before a trial two decades
in the making was about to
begin.

This one began in 2001, when
11 villagers in the Aceh province
on the northern tip of sumatra
came forward with horrific
allegations of rape, murder and
torture by Indonesian military
units hired to guard the precious
assets of the Arun gas fields.

This region rich in natural gas
generated huge profits for
ExxonMobil.

One of the villagers said
guards hired by ExxonMobil shot
his leg three times, then “took
him to a camp and tortured him
for several hours while he
continued to bleed from the
gunshot wounds. The security
personnel broke his kneecap,
smashed his skull, and burned
him with cigarettes,” according
to a 2006 complaint Fryszman
and lawyers from her human
rights team at Cohen Milstein
filed in the U.s. District Court in
D.C.

sEE DVOrAk On B2

In fourth grade,
her teacher asked
the class to draw
pictures of what
they were going to
be when they
grew up.

There were
firefighters, police

officers, ballerinas.
“And I drew a girl surrounded

by books,” said Agnieszka
Fryszman, now 59.

Which one of these kids do
you think grew up to be a slayer
of corporate giants, an avenger
who has confronted nazi
profiteers, genocide, human
traffickers and unscrupulous
military subcontractors, from
Tulsa to Rwanda? Who made the
world reconsider switzerland’s
position in the Holocaust?

Who just brought ExxonMobil
to its knees after two decades of
fighting torture allegations
against its hired security forces
in Indonesia? The bookworm.

If you see Fryszman on the
streets of D.C., she looks like
someone who drew that picture
50 years ago — an unassuming
woman with an overstuffed
L.L.Bean bag weighing down one
shoulder, keeping her gray hair,
wearing comfort sandals, a lilac
top, glasses.

The former hockey mom,
camera-shy and averse to
attention, is among the most
feared and celebrated human

D.C. lawyer and mom seeks justice — not attention

Petula
Dvorak

cOurTesy OF agnieszka FryszMan

D.C. human rights lawyer Agnieszka Fryszman tours a village on
the slopes of Mount everest, where some of the Nepali villagers she
represented in a human trafficking case in 2008 lived.

BY JUSTIN GEORGE

Metro is inching forward with
multibillion-dollar expansion
proposals that include a tunnel
between D.C. and Virginia, as
well as stations for Georgetown
and national Harbor.

The proposals are part of the
agency’s long-range plans that
transit leaders say address sev-
eral shortcomings in the rail sys-
tem, including a lack of tunnel
capacity between Foggy Bottom
in the District and Rosslyn in
Virginia. Metro officials said
growth around stations that use
the tunnel is projected to create
crowding problems — something
that had been occurring before
the start of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Transit officials on Monday
released an analysis of six options
to boost the rail system’s capacity
in the coming decades, ranging
from doing nothing to spending
as much as $50 billion to reorient
Blue or silver lines.

The expansion proposals come
as Metro will face a $750 million

operating deficit in the next fiscal
year because of ridership losses
to telework and a nearly maxed-
out construction funding stream
that is paying back bonds Metro
has used to repair and modernize
the rail system. Transit officials
acknowledge the capacity prob-
lems Metro was facing in 2019 are
not straining the system now,
after the pandemic cut ridership
in half. But they say growth is
continuing, particularly near
some of the northern Virginia
stations, while emergencies or
maintenance needs often create
slowdowns in the bottleneck
around the Potomac tunnel.

“Running three lines through
one tunnel and set of tracks
creates challenges for Metro and
our customers, including crowd-
ing during peak periods, service
reliability issues, a lack of opera-
tional flexibility, and threats to
long-term sustainability,” Metro
planners wrote in a presentation
that the transit agency’s mem-
bers will discuss Thursday.

Changes to improve the corri-
dor could take 10 to 20 years to
build, transit leaders say, and the
complexity of any expansion plan
would require years of planning
and coordination between local
jurisdictions and the federal gov-
ernment. It would be decades
before any extension would open

sEE MetrO On B2

New tunnel and stops among
Metro’s expansion proposals

Six options under review;
stations for Georgetown,
National Harbor on list

the public safety committee
andsponsored the legislation,
and Chairman Phil Mendel-
son (D) said they believe they
have the votes to pass the bill.

At a Monday news confer-
ence, Bowser, appearing with
Pinto, councilmemberZacha-
ryParker (D-Ward5), andD.C.
police and other officials, told
reporters that the legislation
is essential to driving down
recent spikes in crime. she
pointed in particular to a pro-
vision that would have judges
presume those charged with a
violent crime should be held
as they await trial.

“I think it’s going tohave an
impact the second a judge
decides that somebody who

sEE CriMe On B3

BY MICHAEL
BRICE-SADDLER,
MEAGAN FLYNN

AND PETER HERMANN

As homicides and carjack-
ings in D.C. continue to rise,
Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D)
worked to shore up support
for emergency legislation that
would create a new penalty
for firing a gun in public and
make it easier to detain some
people as they await trial, ap-
pearing publicly with sup-
portive lawmakers ahead of
an expected vote on the meas-
ure Tuesday.

Though some on the D.C.
Council have expressed reser-
vations about the bill, Brooke
Pinto (D-Ward 2), who heads

Mayor tries to shore up support
for crime bill ahead of council vote
Emergency legislation would impose new penalties and make it easier to detain some people

TOP PhOTO: BiLL O'Leary/The WashingTOn POsT; BOTTOM PhOTO: aL DragO FOr The WashingTOn POsT

ABOVe: D.C. Mayor Muriel e. Bowser answers questions at a news conference Monday to address violent crime in the
District. BeLOW: D.C. police officers investigate a fatal shooting in SoutheastWashington onMarch 12.



B2 ez re k the washington post . tuesday, july 11 ,  2023

Sept. 11, 2001, attack in New 
York.
l  filed one of the first cases — 

which was not successful — on 
behalf of victims of the 1921 
Tulsa race massacre.

And more.
Not all lawyers get to do such 

meaningful work. fryszman 
convinced her firm to start a 
human rights division, and she 
likes to remind young lawyers 
that getting pro bono work at the 
white-shoe firms isn’t 
impossible.

“There’s so many kids going to 
law school who want to do this; a 
lot of them are siphoned off into 
big firms,” she said. “But that 
doesn’t mean they can’t do good 
work there. You can always look 
for opportunities.”

She tries to stay in touch with 
some of her clients, seeing the 
ripple effect one court win can 
have on an entire village. There’s 
a woman from the trafficking 
case in Nepal who now owns a 
big house in Kathmandu; her 
kids go to an American school. 
Another client bought a sock 
factory with his settlement, 
employing the village. He gave 
fryszman a giant bag of socks as 
a thank-you.

“These are all the victims of 
forced labor and trafficking,” she 
said. “I think one of the things is 
so enraging to me, they’re terrific 
people who just wanted to make 
life better for their families.”

Like her family did.
“I always thought I, like, do 

this out of love,” she said. “But I 
think I do it out of rage.”

stunning things she has 
achieved. These victories across 
the globe were won by a woman 
who is otherwise everywoman, 
signing her sons’ school 
paperwork while doing field 
interviews in Nepal, racing to 
hockey games, juggling the 
family schedule. Her career is 
inspiration for all the 
bookworms.

Without fanfare or outsize 
ego, fryszman:
l  Squared off against German 

and Austrian companies accused 
of profiting off Nazi labor camps, 
winning settlements in the 
billions of dollars. Yale Law 
School said the litigation “led 
academics to revise their 
assessment of Switzerland’s 
relationship with Nazi Germany 
and exposed the extent of 
business participation in the 
Holocaust.”
l  represented the families of 

Nepali laborers killed on the way 
to U.S. military bases in Iraq and 
settled the world’s first cases of 
fishing-boat slavery in Thailand, 
shedding light on human rights 
abuses in the seafood industry.
l  Helped Paul rusesabagina 

— the man who during the 1994 
genocide famously ran the hotel 
dramatized in the film “Hotel 
rwanda” — return to the United 
States after he was kidnapped in 
2020.
l  Secured the release of two 

brothers held in Guantánamo 
Bay for 20 years who never had 
any criminal charges. She also 
won one of the largest 
settlements for victims of the 

doesn’t want to see herself in 
print. “But my husband did,” she 
said. “He said it was good.”

But her story is worth telling, 
and not just because of the 

one of her cases was turned 
into a book — “The Girl from 
Kathmandu: Twelve Dead men 
and a Woman’s Quest for 
Justice.” She hasn’t read it — she 

was excited to promote the 
Exxonmobil settlement, but 
when we had coffee in a park and 
I started probing her childhood, 
she wasn’t all that into it.

It’s a gruesome document, 
with allegations of rape, 
electrocution, a pile of human 
heads, graffiti carved into one 
villager’s back. for two decades, 
it was a story followed by the 
world’s media. And it ended 
quietly eight days before the trial 
was set to start, with some tears 
from the exhausted villagers — 
to whom fryszman gives the 
credit. Exxonmobil settled for an 
undisclosed (but probably huge) 
amount.

The girl with all the books 
didn’t know she wanted to be a 
human rights lawyer. But she 
was in America as a political 
refugee, an emigrant from 
Warsaw whose parents escaped 
communist Poland to find work 
and freedom outside the 
oppressive regime. She knew 
something about persecution.

Her father died early, and 
childhood was about work and 
survival. She learned to speak 
English from TV — cartoons, 
mostly. And from all those books.

After graduating from Brown 
University, she worked on 
Capitol Hill. She wanted more, 
and sacrificed to get it, attending 
law school at night because that’s 
what she could afford.

She walked because the bus 
was too expensive.

fryszman didn’t really want to 
do this interview. Her law firm 
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Petula Dvorak

Hockey mom vs. despots, torturers and   tra∞ckers

courTeSy oF  agnieSzka FrySzMan

D.C. human rights attorney Agnieszka Fryszman accepts a plaque from villagers in nepal whose family 
members were trafficked and killed on the way to U.S. bases in Iraq.  

effective until the benefits are 
withdrawn, the contract is termi-
nated or the treasurer sets the 
earnings rate to zero. That last 
action will happen no later than 
July 1, 2024, when contributions 
to prepaid accounts will cease ac-
cruing earnings.

The treasurer’s office said it will 
not know the total cost of its earn-
ing policy until the accounts are 
updated, but the money will come 
from the assets in the trust. fami-
lies will not need to file a claim to 
receive the retroactive earnings, 
which will simply appear in their 
accounts.

Parents who tapped their re-
tirement accounts or encountered 
installment plan fees to cover tu-
ition amid the earnings fiasco may 
still need to file a claim to recoup 
those expenses. However, the trea-
surer has yet to determine the 
criteria for the claims process, ac-
cording to his office.

The dispute over the earnings 
rate led maryland lawmakers to 
hold hearings on the 529 college 

er, Smith & Co., issued reports 
applying the rate as such, accord-
ing to the memo.

Lisa Getter Peterson, an ac-
count holder who has helped orga-
nize parents on the issue, said the 
memo begs for further investiga-
tion into the board’s actions — in 
particular, its insistence that the 
rate was never meant to be retro-
active.

“I’m very grateful to the treasur-
er, but reading his memo carefully 
does raise questions about how 
and why this board was able to do 
what it did,” she said.

The state treasurer said mon-
day that 529 prepaid account 
holders who made contributions 
before Nov. 1, 2021, will have the 6 
percent earnings rate compound-
ed monthly and applied retroac-
tively to the date of contribution. 
for contributions posted on or 
after that date, the annual earn-
ings rate will be equal to the 10-
year Treasury note, compounded 
monthly.

In both cases, the rate will be 

ed earnings from the prepaid plan 
inequitably, according to a 2019 
state audit.

In June 2021, the maryland 529 
board told families that it would 
begin applying earnings the same 
way for rollovers, refunds and 
minimum benefits to address the 
disparity. The board said that be-
cause of excess funds in the trust, 
account holders would earn 6 per-
cent on balances held before oct. 
31, 2021.

While agency staff told account 
holders the earnings rate would be 
applied from the beginning of 
their contributions, board mem-
bers said that was never their in-
tent.

In a memo on his decision, Da-
vis noted what he called “differing 
interpretations” of the contract 
changes. Not only did staff and 
some board members say the 6 
percent rate should be applied ret-
roactively, but maryland 529’s for-
mer actuarial firm, Gabriel, roed-
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Md. adjusts 529 earnings

Church. from that station, the 
line would connect to a second 
rosslyn station before serving 
Georgetown, Union Station, Ivy 
City, Hyattsville, College Park and 
Greenbelt. The line and new tun-
nel would be able to operate 
“express service” — something 
passengers have wanted for ex-
tended Silver Line trips.

Transit officials said the pro-
posal would cost $35 billion to 
$40 billion to build and $175 mil-
lion to $200 million a year to 
operate.

The last option, transit offi-
cials said, proposes breaking off 
the Silver Line from the orange 
Line at Clarendon and connect-
ing it to a second rosslyn station, 
Georgetown and Union Station 
before shifting northeast to Ivy 
City and New Carrollton in mary-
land. Doing so would cost $25 bil-
lion to $30 billion in construc-
tion, then $125 million to 
$150 million per year to operate.

metro planners said two op-
tions best meet the transit agen-
cy’s goals and needs: The Blue 
Line realignment to National 
Harbor, and the plan that would 
put the Silver Line on separate 
tracks and shift it northeast from 
West falls Church to Greenbelt.

metro’s board members won’t 
vote on the options during their 
Thursday review. Transit officials 
said they need to gather public 
feedback, which they plan to do 
over the next 21/2 months. That 
information will be included in 
another report, and then the 
board will revisit the options in 
late fall or winter, according to 
metro.

connecting to Union Station, 
then northeast to areas such as 
Ivy City in the District and 
Hyattsville in maryland, ending 
at Greenbelt. metro estimates the 
option would cost $25 billion to 
$30 billion to build, then another 
$125 million to $150 million a 
year to operate.

Another option proposes the 
same Blue Line realignment in 
Northwest Washington, but 
tracks would shift south from 
Union Station and connect to the 
D.C. waterfront and Navy Yard, 
serving areas such as Buzzard 
Point, St. Elizabeths and National 
Harbor. The line would cross the 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge to Alex-
andria. Project costs under this 
design would be $30 billion to 
$35 billion, then $175 million to 
$200 million annually to operate.

Kent Digby, president and 
chairman of the National Harbor 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
said businesses have been clam-
oring for a station for years. 
Buses have been adequate in 
helping 15 million visitors annu-
ally and 12,000 employees arrive 
at National Harbor, but a rail line 
would be a significant boost.

“Any expansion of the metro 
line, no matter where it is, is a 
benefit to the community that 
receives it — National Harbor 
being no exception,” Digby said. 
“We would welcome the metro 
line coming to National Harbor, 
and we’ve been a positive propo-
nent of that idea for almost 
20 years.”

A fifth proposal would create a 
separate tunnel and tracks for the 
Silver Line starting at West falls 

then run through a new tunnel 
beneath the river, stopping along 
m Street in Georgetown before 

aligning the Blue Line from the 
Arlington Cemetery station to a 
new rosslyn station. It would 

lion, then $75 million to $100 mil-
lion annually to operate.

A third option proposes re-

to riders.
metro officials acknowledge 

it’s an uncomfortable time to 
bring up such an expensive pro-
posal when metro hasn’t found a 
solution to its looming deficit 
and dwindling construction 
money.

metro says jurisdictions along 
the lengthy corridor served by the 
orange, Silver and Blue lines are 
expected to add 37 percent more 
people and 30 percent more jobs 
by 2040. Transit leaders said 
metro doesn’t have a good projec-
tion for 2040 ridership, but they 
said that metro’s operational 
problems and the residential 
growth occurring along the corri-
dor will remain.

Joe Sternlieb, president of the 
Georgetown Business Improve-
ment District, said in a statement 
that a new tunnel and metrorail 
expansion connecting George-
town to the rail system “is essen-
tial to the health of our region.”

The six options before metro 
leaders vary in size and scope.

The first proposes no expan-
sion of metrorail, leaving the 
corridor as is, with transporta-
tion needs being left to bus rapid 
transit lines and maryland’s 
light-rail Purple Line system.

The second option proposes 
enhanced metrobus and bus rap-
id transit service, and rail sched-
uling that shifts to handle crowd-
ing with capacity increases com-
ing from possible rail car design 
changes and expanded stations. 
metro estimates this option 
would cost $3 billion to $5 bil-
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Metro planners share options as they look to improve and expand rail service

MeTro

One Blue Line option would take trains south from D.C.’s Union Station and serve Buzzard Point, 
St. Elizabeths and national Harbor. The line would cross the Woodrow Wilson Bridge to Alexandria.

count holders. It also abolished 
maryland 529’s 12-member board 
of directors and ceased new en-
rollment in the prepaid trust.

legislation directed Davis to de-
cide the rate of return on prepaid 
accounts and resolve claims 
brought against the trust by ac-

savings plan earlier this year. In 
April, Gov. Wes moore (D) signed 
legislation to transfer control of 
maryland 529 to the treasurer. The 

Sarah L. VoiSin/The WaShingTon PoST

State Treasurer Dereck E. Davis (D), whose office took charge of the Maryland 529 agency on June 1, 
said he hoped that his action Monday would “provide certainty and some sense of relief.”

Subscriber Exclusives

Catchy tune: Free tickets to Jenny Lewis on July 22 at The Anthem
The singer-songwriter/actor dropped fifth album Joy’All on June 9. included: new single Psychos and the previously released Puppy and a 

Truck. The record follows 2019’s On the Line, a “beautifully-realized and impeccably-delivered effort” (drownedinsound.com). “While Joy’All
pulls from a bounty of sonic inspiration — from classic soul to ’90s r&B, as well as country and classic singer-songwriter records — the 
album’s rich and intimate, warm live sound is the hallmark of eight-time grammy-winning producer Dave cobb” (store.bluenote.com). 

See details at washingtonpost.com/my-post.
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They say that
every American
who was old
enough
remembers
exactly where
they were when
they heard John
F. Kennedy had
been

assassinated. Well, a lot of
people remember where they
were when they first
encountered the president — or
the man who would be president
— in person.
When I asked readers to share

their tales of celebrity
encounters, JfK was the person
mentioned most often.
In 1959, lutz Prager was a

foreign Service officer working
for the State Department in New
York. He’d volunteered to head
to Idlewild Airport to greet a
visiting Nigerian politician.
While they waited to transfer to
a plane to Washington, Lutz
noticed a tall man with a
familiar face talking to a young
woman.
“After their conversation

ended, I approached the man I
had recognized and introduced
the two of us, because I knew he
had knowledge of African
politics and relationships with
the U.S.,” wrote Lutz, of
Arlington.
The three men chatted for a

while, then said their goodbyes.
“I repeated the name of the

man we had met, but my visitor
merely nodded, showing the
name meant nothing to him,”

Lutz wrote. “So I said, ‘That was
Sen. John Kennedy; there’s a
good chance that he may be
elected president of the United
States later this year.’”
A few years after that

encounter, Idlewild had a new
name: John f. Kennedy
International Airport.

Sandy corbett’s father, Ben
Jaffe, drove a Diamond cab in
the District. In the spring of
1960, Ben saw Kennedy walking
near the U.S. Capitol.
“Dad slowed down and called

out, ‘Hey Senator, where can I
take you?’ ” wrote Sandy, who
lives in richmond.
Kennedy replied that he was

just heading down the block, but
Ben insisted.
“JfK did get in and two

minutes later shook my dad's
hand, thanked him and got out
of the cab,” Sandy wrote.
Three hours later, Ben picked

up a fare at National Airport and
had to share the story of his
famous passenger.
Wrote Sandy: “my dad’s fare

then replied, ‘oh, how is my
son?’ What are the odds of
picking up both JfK and Joseph
Kennedy, never mind the same
day?”

charlotte Bliss’s father,David
Bliss, was chairman of the
county Democratic Party in
Appleton, Wis., home seat of
Sen. Joseph r. mccarthy (r).
Since there weren’t too many
Democrats in those parts, it fell
to the family to host a
campaigning Kennedy in the
spring of 1959.

“one Saturday morning, Dad
called from work to say that
Senator Kennedy would be
coming to the house to freshen
up before a speaking
engagement,” wrote Charlotte,
who lives in Bala Cynwyd, Pa.
A frenzy of housecleaning

followed.
“Dad came home from work

and we awaited the arrival of the
senator,” Charlotte wrote.

Charlotte was 12 at the time
and Kennedy was, she wrote,
“the most handsome, gorgeous,
movie-star good-looking man I
had ever seen! Who knew that
men could be so attractive? This
was the day I became interested
in the opposite sex. I looked him
right in his tie clasp and asked
for an autograph. He obliged.”
Before going to his event,

Kennedy took a bath, then rested

in Charlotte’s parents’ bed. They
later found a cashmere sock with
a “John f. Kennedy” tag sewn
inside on her mother’s side of the
bed.
“We had long debates about

whether or not to return the
sock of a presidential candidate,
but in the end, it was returned,”
Charlotte wrote. “Dad wrote a
letter to the Senator, returning
the sock, and asking why it was

left on mom’s side of the bed. We
received a humorous letter in
return, saying he had no idea it
was mom’s side.”
The seven-paragraph letter

shows JfK’s folksy charm:
“Anent the stray sock — I fear
you have caught me bare-footed.
It is indeed an extra that I carry
around on my trips for the sole
(and I suppose, in a way, heel)
purpose of judging my sock
appeal.”
Wrote Charlotte: “The letter,

fading signature and all, remains
in the family.”
She added: “We thought he

left socks around as a shtick, but
who knows.”

Pat mccarthy was 10 or 11
when her grandmother insisted
she come with her to Sunday
mass at Holy Trinity in
Georgetown.
“my grandmother’s sisters

were there and my older brother
tells me he was there,” she wrote.
“As the congregation arrived so
did JfK with bodyguards.”
Pat was seated at the end of

one aisle, President Kennedy at
the end of another, directly
across from her.
“one of my aunts whispered

for me to look at him, that I
would never get a chance like
this again,” she wrote.
Pat didn’t want to gawk, but

she caught a glimpse.
“The next thing I knew the

president had received
Communion and was quickly out
the door,” she wrote. “my aunt
was right, I never did get a
chance like that again.”

For celebrity encounters, JFK leads in readers’ memories

John
Kelly's
Washington

AP

Sen. John F. Kennedy, Democratic presidential candidate, listens to his TV appearance in milwaukee
in 1960. A reader says Kennedy left behind a sock after he was a guest in her Wisconsin family’s home.
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Teen caught with gun
at school, officials say
A 17-year-old student was

arrested after being caught with
a loaded gun at a high school
hosting summer school classes in
Prince George’s County, officials
said.
onmonday afternoon, school

resource officers at Central High
School in theWalkermill area
were alerted by Prince George’s
County Public Schools security
that the student was possibly
armed, police said.
The officers “recovered the gun

from the student’s waistband,”
police said in a news release.
No students or staff members

were harmed during the
incident, according to a letter to
families from Pamela Davis, the
assistant principal at Central
High. The student will face
disciplinary action.
In her letter, Davis asked

parents to discuss with their
children the consequences of
“bringing weapons or anything
that resembles a weapon to
school,” which can include long-
term suspension and expulsion.
The teen will be charged as an

adult with handgun on person,
dangerous weapon on school
property, loaded handgun on
person and related counts, police
said.

— Jasmine Hilton

Man dies of wounds
from shooting in June
A 31-year-oldman has died

after being shot in the Clinton
area in June, Prince George’s
County police said.
Homicide detectives are

investigating the killing of
ranmone Tolbert of D.C. They
are working to identify suspects
and amotive, police said.
officers responded about 8:30

p.m. June 24 for a welfare check
in the 12400 block of Piscataway
road, police said. They found
Tolbert with a gunshot wound
outside.
He was pronounced dead at a

hospital on Saturday, police said.
— Jasmine Hilton

62-year-old identified
as victim in stabbing
Authorities have identified the

person whowas fatally stabbed
in Seat Pleasant on Saturday
afternoon as a 62-year-oldman.
Seat Pleasant police responded

to reports of a stabbing in the
5900 block ofmartin Luther King
Jr. Highway about 4:15 p.m.
Saturday, police spokesman
Nicholas Griffith said.
officers found aman inside a

restaurant who had an upper-
body wound. He died later at a
hospital, Griffith said.
Police identified the victim

monday asmervyn Daniel of
Capitol Heights.
Preliminarily, investigators do

not believe the stabbing was
random, they said.

— Jasmine Hilton

local Digest

Black communities.
Among their recommenda-

tions: crack down on fake plates,
pursue reciprocitywithmaryland
and Virginia, use traffic camera
data to identify drivers who pose
the greatest risks and create a
system that targets cars with re-
peated offenses for booting and
impoundment. Allen’s bill ad-
dressesmost of those.
The proposal also would crack

down on the use of fake tags,
require the DmV to create and
offer a “safe driving” course and
establish definitions for “reck-
less” driving to include anyone
speeding 20 mph or above the
speed limit. The bill also would
add driving at least 20mph above
the speed limit and colliding with
a motor vehicle as a category of
aggravated reckless driving.
The bill follows a may public

roundtable on traffic enforce-
ment and findingsby the council’s
transportation committee,
chaired by Allen, about gaps in
thecity’s systemtorevoke licenses
for anyone convicted of a DUI.
“We’ve seen fatalities. We’ve

seen injuries. We have seen colli-
sions increaseover the last several
years. Andamajor factor of that is
we have people who are speeding
with impunity and are dangerous
drivers on the streets,” Allen said.
“our system is not working, and
so we’ve got tomake changes.”

standing tickets with fines total-
ing $17,280. The records are
linked to violations involving the
vehicle, rather than a driver. Au-
thorities saidWalker’s blood alco-
hol level at the time of the crash
was above the legal limit, at .10,
and that she tested positive for
marijuana. Her SUV crashed into
a sedan, killing mohamed
Kamara, a 42-year-old Lyft driver,
and two men in their 20s,
Jonathan Cabrera mendez and
olvin Torres Velasquez, on their
way home from a night out.
Walker has been charged with

second-degree murder in connec-
tion with the deaths. D.C.
Superior Court Judge robert
okunorderedher to remain in jail
until trial, citing her repeated
DUIs. A follow-up hearing is
scheduled next month.
Local residents and traffic safe-

ty advocates have petitioned the
city to take action to remove dan-
gerous drivers from roads.
ryan Calder, an assistant pro-

fessor of environmental health
and policy at Virginia Tech, has
said D.C. has the data to track
down drivers like Walker and
coulduse it to target them.Heand
other safety advocates petitioned
the city in response to the rock
Creek Parkway crash, urging offi-
cials to adopt policies to reduce
traffic risks they say dispropor-
tionately affect lower-income and

against D.C. and non-D.C. resi-
dents with records of dangerous
driving. for example, the Attor-
ney General’s office would be able
to bring a civil suit to recoup fines
owed, pursue the suspension or
revocation of a license, or boot
and tow a car.
This approach comes after

years of unsuccessful attempts by
the city to reach ticket reciprocity
agreements with maryland and
Virginia in hopes of bringing con-
sequences to drivers in those
states who violate traffic laws in
the city.
City records show hundreds of

motorists in D.C. repeatedly have
been caught speeding and run-
ning red lights, racking up thou-
sands of dollars in fines they don’t
pay. The city has limited tools to
bringhigh-riskdrivers toaccount.
more than 2,100 vehicles have

at least 40 outstanding tickets,
according to DmV data, and
about 1,200 cars are linked to
fines exceeding $20,000 over the
past five years. one car with
maryland tags had 339 outstand-
ing tickets worth $186,000 in
fines and penalties.
In all, more than 6.2 million

traffic tickets totaling nearly $1.3
billion in fines and penalties have
not been paid to D.C. since Jan. 1,
2000.
The SUV that Walker was driv-

ing as of late April had 49 out-

vehicle agency had been properly
notified of Walker’s three past
convictions for driving under the
influence in D.C.
Allen said that a revocation

order from the court would make
it “crystal clear” what action
needs to be taken.
Allen’s bill also would give the

city the authority to boot or im-
pound vehicles, or suspend driv-
ing privileges for those who accu-
mulate a certain number of tick-
ets for reckless driving behaviors
in a six-month period, regardless
of whether the fines are paid. City
regulations currently allow boot-
ing of vehicles with two or more
unpaid parking or traffic tickets
at least 60 days old. The legisla-
tion would give authority to the
city to contract with private tow-
ing companies for enforcement to
increase towing resources.
The DmVwould be required to

send the court andoffice of Attor-
neyGeneral amonthly report list-
ing the licenses it has suspended,
and the agency also would be
required twice a year to report the
list to the Council’s Transporta-
tion Committee for more over-
sight. The DmV didn’t comment
on the specifics of thebillmonday,
saying the agency hadn’t received
details to review.
The legislation also would em-

power the office of the Attorney
General to take legal action

pend a defendant’s driving privi-
leges upon conviction of a third
DUI within five years, and order
the suspension of a driver’s li-
cense upon any charge of negli-
gent vehicularhomicidewhile the
criminal case is pending. The
court now notifies the DmV of
DUI convictions but generally
does not order license revocation.
DmV’s internal policy is to review
such offenses and revoke a license
for a minimum of five years to
someonewith a third DUI convic-
tion in a five-year period.
“We know Nakita Walker had

five convictions: three in D.C. and
two in other states, and still her
license was not revoked,” Allen
said. “Clearly there are failures of
the system.”
In the case of Walker, the DmV

said officials found “technical
changes to the file transfer” that
“may have affected DmV’s ability
to process the files.”
In a June letter to Allen, the

second responding to a list of
questions after the Walker case,
DmV director Gabriel robinson
said the DmV is conducting a
“comprehensive audit” of the file
share system and is working with
D.C. Superior Court officials to
improve how files are monitored.
A Superior Court spokesman has
said his records show the motor

council from B1

Proposed bill would punish reckless drivers

handful of crimes. Pinto’s legisla-
tion also eliminates one of the
most controversial provisions in
Bowser’s bill that would allow for
the detention of juveniles for
their own protection, even if they
are not deemed a danger to the
community.
D.C. Attorney General Brian

Schwalb, who had been critical of
Bowser’s proposed legislation,
said increasing pretrial detention
among juveniles “will not make
us safer and stronger,” but “in-
stead will result in locking up
more kids” without data to justify
the move. He said Pinto’s emer-
gency legislation took his con-
cerns into account and “did not
include several counterproduc-
tive elements” of Bowser’s pro-
posal.
At least among adults, accord-

ing to a December 2022 report by
the Pretrial Services Agency for
D.C., 88 percent of people re-
leased before trial remained
arrest-free, and less than 2 per-
cent committed a violent crime
while out on bond over the past
five years.
Pinto said she reviewed data

showing that dozens of people
were arrested for violent crimes
while out on bond for a violent
crime, although the Pretrial Ser-
vices Agency was not immedi-
ately able to produce available
databypress time in response to a
request.
“I do think that empowering

our courts to consider crimes of
violence in their pretrial deten-
tion decisions will make a differ-
ence,” Pinto said.

York, where homicides have fall-
en this year. D.C. continues to
grapple with carjackings, record-
ing 140 incidents in June, the
highest number in a singlemonth
in at least five years. At the same
time, police are still without a
permanent police chief for a de-
partment facing historically low
staffing.
The mayor’s proposed legisla-

tion would impose new penalties
for gun crimes, make it easier to
detain some youths awaiting trial
and enhance punishment for
crimes against vulnerable adults,
public transportation employees
or passengers. It also wouldmake
it easier for prosecutors to argue
and judges to detain adults and
juveniles charged with violent of-
fenses and with violent histories
as they await trial.
Pinto’s emergency bill mirrors

many of those provisions, such as
creating a presumption of pre-
trial detention among certain
people charged with violent
crimes, enhancing access to pri-
vate security cameras and allow-
ing pretrial ankle-monitor data to
be used as evidence against de-
fendants.
But Pinto’s emergency legisla-

tion is not quite as hard edge as
Bowser’s, particularly on the is-
sue of juvenile detention. While
Bowser’s legislation says judges
should presume that juveniles ac-
cused of violent crime should be
detained and allow their attor-
neys to argue against that, Pinto’s
says judges should only use such a
presumption if the juveniles were
said to be armed, except in a

to make sure when police say we
need more police, you don’t de-
fund them.”
Despite his past skepticism of

Bowser’s proposal, mendelson
said he would vote for Pinto’s
legislation and believed it would
be “useful.” He pointed to new
offenses created by the legisla-
tion, including strangulation and
endangerment with a firearm —
or shooting a gun in public.
“There’s been a lot of positive

feedbackwith regard to these two
newcrimes, bothofwhichwere in
the revised Criminal Code Act
that Congress complained was
soft on crime but that in many
wayswas strengthening the crim-
inal code,” mendelson said. “And
these are two instances where
we’re moving to put them in the
law now.”
Council members are set Tues-

day to debate and vote on the
emergency provisions, which re-
quire a nine-vote supermajority
to pass the 13-member council.
The law would be in effect for
90 days after themayor signs it.
Homicides in the District are

up 17 percent compared with this
time last year, a surge running
against trends in other cities, in-
cluding Baltimore, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Los Angeles and New

the council to solve this,” mendel-
son said, noting that police had
not made an arrest in 65 percent
of homicides in 2022. “I don’t
have a badge to make arrests. I
don’t have a badge to investigate.
But what will make a difference is
increasing the closure rate. And
what alsowillmakeadifference is
more aggressive prosecutions.”
Last year, the District’s U.S.

attorney’s office declined to pros-
ecute 67 percent of those arrested
by police officers in cases that
would have been tried in D.C.
Superior Court, although U.S. At-
torney matthew m. Graves has
said his office was continuing to
bring cases in the vast majority of
violent felonies.
Leslie Parsons, assistant chief

of the D.C. police Investigative
Services Bureau, said looking
solely at closures ina single year is
an unfair way to measure police
success, because some cases take
longer to build. Police said their
2022 closure rate — which in-
cludes cases solved from prior
years and others closed for ad-
ministrative reasons, such as the
death of a suspect — was 62 per-
cent, above the national average.
Bowserwasmore blunt, calling

mendelson’s quip about murders
in D.C. “asinine.”
“I am watching what he does.

And tomorrow he needs to vote
for Brooke Pinto’s emergency
without amendment,” Bowser
saidof the chairman, recalling the
council’s vote to cut $15 million
from the police department’s
budget in 2020. “If he’s concerned
about crime, asweall are,weneed

has committed a violent crime
should be held until their trial,”
Bowser said.
The emergency legislation

sponsored by Pinto is similar to a
legislative proposal Bowser her-
self offered, called “Safer, Stron-
ger,” to toughen some city laws.
Lawmakers are expected to take
up that measure in the fall.
“I think it’s important that we

recognize that everybody in gov-
ernment right now is working
together on this,” Pinto said. “This
is an emergency. We are all recog-
nizing the importance of pursu-
ing it as an emergency.”
The show of unity between the

mayor and the public safety chair
belies tension between the coun-
cil and the Bowser administra-
tion over the state of crime inD.C.
Some council members have ex-
pressed concern that Bowser’s
legislative proposal would fuel
mass incarceration, and others,
including mendelson, have
doubted it would have a signifi-
cant impact on violent crime.
mendelson, who recently told

fox 5 that “you can get away with
murder in this city,” reiterated
monday that he viewed increas-
ing the case closure rate as more
impactful on crime than passing
legislation. He noted that interim
D.C. police chief Ashan Benedict
called after mendelson’s TV ap-
pearance to voice his displeasure
andquestionwhether hewas crit-
icizing police.
“The reasonwhy I’mpointing it

out is because folks are looking at

crime from B1

Bowser urges council to pass bill that would sti≠en some laws

“This is an emergency.”
Brooke Pinto (D-Ward 2),
head of the D.C. Council’s
public safety committee
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obituaries

BY BRIAN MURPHY

Ramzi Choueiri, a Lebanese 
chef who became a culinary am-
bassador across the Arab world 
with top-selling cookbooks and 
an innovative television cooking 
show that had viewers calling in 
for advice or to dish out critiques 
on his recipes, died June 18 at his 
home in Beirut. He was 51.

His sister, Myriam Shwayri, 
confirmed the death but gave no 
specific cause. Lebanese media 
reported that Mr. Choueiri had a 
heart attack.

With a big personality and sly 
humor that included references 
to his expanding belly, Mr. 
Choueiri was the Middle East’s 
preeminent media-star chef for 
decades with a show that began in 
1994 — before the dawn of foodie 
social media and the explosion of 
celebrity kitchen culture.

In Lebanon, his stature as a 
national figure was recognized in 
2003 with the Medal of Merit, one 
of the country’s highest civilian 
honors. Yet he always joked that 
his mother held him to loftier 
standards with Lebanese cuisine.

“I think I still have to do some 
progress,” he told an interviewer 
last month.

For his show, Mr. Choueiri bor-
rowed the simple staging of the 
foundational cooking programs 
of Julia Child, Graham Kerr and 
others: a cooktop, an apron, pans 
and ingredients. He also intro-
duced a novel touch to the show 
“Chef Ramzi,” as he was widely 
known. His interactive repartee 
with viewers reached a daily audi-
ence of more than 8 million 
across the Middle East and North 
Africa at his peak.

He first opened the lines to 
viewers in 1996 as an experiment. 
“The calls kept coming in,” he 
recounted. It began a running 
dialogue that lasted for more 
than 2,000 shows until 2010. 
Many viewers wanted cooking 
tips or a chance to share their love 
of the region’s cuisine — from the 
humble dish of stewed and sea-
soned fava bean known as “ful” to 
the intricacies of the date-filled 
holiday treats, called “ma’amoul,” 
flavored with orange-blossom 

water.
Some viewers also dispensed 

their own opinions. “Too much 
salt,” one said. “I chop the onions 
smaller,” another viewer told him. 
Many were fascinated by his 
 techniques in making European 
 dishes such as French sauces and 
soups.

“It’s not just frying and onions 
and meat,” Mr. Choueiri told the 
New York Times in 2002. “I feel 
it’s a cultural program, about 
food, cooking, the history of the 
dish, old Lebanese recipes.”

The Pan-Arab reach of his show 
also required some foodie diplo-
macy. He noted regional varia-
tions of seasonings and styles on 

various dishes, such as hummus 
or kebabs, and was careful to 
avoid giving definite origins to 
any recipe in a part of the world 
where cultures and cuisines have 
mixed for millennia. He knew 
that what is called “Lebanese” in 
Lebanon can be called “Syrian” in 
Syria and so on.

“I tell people not to be prison-
ers of your recipes,” said Mr. 
Choueiri, whose name was some-
times spelled Shwayri or other 
variations. “You have to let your 
imagination take over.”

He also respected Islamic di-
etary rules by not using wine or 
pork on the show, even though he 
was raised Greek Orthodox and 

wine is commonplace in the 
 Lebanese culinary scene. Leba-
nese politics, including the coun-
try’s deep-rooted factional ten-
sions, were never far away, either.

In 2003, an Islamist group 
fired two rockets at the Beirut 
building housing Future Televi-
sion, the media group owned by 
then-Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri. 
The attack touched off a fire that 
gutted the newsroom and stu-
dios, including the set for Mr. 
Choueiri’s show. (Hariri was 
killed in a 2005 blast in Beirut 
that also killed 21 others.)

The next day, Mr. Choueiri did 
his show amid the charred debris. 
“Our message is one of peace,” he 

told Reuters in 2008. “Cooking is 
one area where people can get 
along.”

Mr. Choueiri’s cookbooks, “Cu-
linary Encyclopedia” (1997) and 
“The Culinary Heritage of Leba-
non” (2002), are among the most 
popular Arabic-language food ti-
tles, with more than 1 million 
copies sold, according to Mr. 
Choueiri’s biographical webpage. 
(There is no comprehensive data 
on book sales around the Middle 
East and North Africa, but books 
with a few thousand sales are 
considered successful.) An Eng-
lish-language version of his reci-
pes was published in 2012 as “The 
Arabian Cookbook.”

“He knew how to translate to 
all homes, Lebanese or Arab, the 
simplicity of the food,” Joanne 
Raad, a Lebanese food blogger, 
told “The World” on NPR. “So he 
was the full package.”

Ramzi Choueiri was born Sept. 
23, 1971, in Beirut. His parents 
were founders of the Al-Kafaat 
Foundation, a charitable group 
for children with physical chal-
lenges or financial needs.

Mr. Choueiri was sent to France 
to finish school during Lebanon’s 
15-year civil war, which began in 
1975. He studied economics and 
law at the University of Lyon, 
receiving his degree in 1992 while 
doing food gigs on the side.

“Working in restaurants and 
cafes from 5 in the morning until 
noon and attending classes from 1 
to 8 p.m.,” he told the Associated 
Press.

He then studied culinary arts 
at the University of London be-
fore returning to Lebanon. In 
2018, Mr. Choueiri put his culi-
nary career aside to become Al-
Kafaat’s chief executive.

In addition to his sister, survi-
vors include his wife; three chil-
dren; his parents; and two sisters 
and a brother.

Ever the showman, he man-
aged to get into the Guinness 
World Records four times in char-
ity events: the largest servings of 
hummus (10,452 kilos, or nearly 
23,043 pounds); tabbouleh 
(about 3,175 kilos, or 7,000 
pounds), and falafel (5,173 kilos, 
or nearly 11,405 pounds). An el-
ementary school in Israel has 
broken the tabbouleh record.

The fourth record — 3,438.2 
kilos, or 7,579.93 pounds, of a 
pita-chickpea-tahini mix called 
fatteh — was made in 2017 with 
the help of children and staff 
members at Mr. Choueiri’s Al-
Kafaat Foundation. An all-you-
can-eat lunch followed.

Mr. Choueiri’s favorite tastes? 
Lebanese mountain tomato, a 
“glug of olive oil,” some basil 
leaves, Lebanese cheese and fresh 
pita bread with sesame.

“That’s my ideal,” he said.

Suzan haidamous contributed to this 
report.

raMzi CHoueiri, 51

E≠usive chef brought foodie celebrity to the Arab world

huSSein mAllA/ASSociAted PreSS

 Ramzi Choueiri, a  culinary ambassador across the Arab world,    celebrates  after preparing a massive bowl of falafel to set a world record in 
2010. The celebrity chef ’s innovative  television cooking show included calls from  viewers    for advice or to offer critiques on  his recipes.

BY BRIAN MURPHY

Harry Markowitz, a Nobel lau-
reate economist who applied the 
adage “don’t put all your eggs in 
one basket” to the world of stock 
investing and risk, developing 
theories on diversified portfolios 
that inspired the growth of mu-
tual funds and other market-
hedge strategies, died June 22 at a 
hospital in San Diego. He was 95.

His death was announced by 
the University of California at San 
Diego, where Dr. Markowitz was 
an adjunct professor of finance 
until his retirement in 2019. Dr. 
Markowitz was admitted to the 
hospital for pneumonia and later 
developed sepsis, said his chief 
assistant, Mary McDonald.

Dr. Markowitz’s work was a 
novel cross-pollination of statisti-
cal mathematics, behavioral sci-
ence and philosophical con-
structs such as how past events do 
not necessarily guarantee future 
outcomes. His overriding conclu-
sion could seem intuitive: The 
more an investor diversifies, the 
more chance of riding out market 
slumps and coming out ahead in 
the end. In other words, the old 
warning about eggs in one basket.

Dr. Markowitz’s research, how-
ever, introduced a mathematical 
structure and analytical rigor 
that shook up long-standing 
American investment trends. The 
prevailing views treated each in-
vestment as a stand-alone ven-
ture and avoided bundling them 
with risker stocks and commodi-
ties. Dr. Markowitz looked at in-
vesting as essentially a numbers’ 
game that could be leveraged in 
your favor.

He saw risk as something that 
could be approximately mea-
sured through algorithms and 
other data, seeking estimates on 
how much a holding might devi-
ate from expected results. Then 
those risk factors could be 
brought down by a balance of 
investments.

It became the basis of “modern 
portfolio theory,” which Dr. 

Markowitz first outlined with the 
1952 publication of his doctoral 
dissertation, “Portfolio Selec-
tion,” in the Journal of Finance. 
Dr. Markowitz’s ideas were later 
joined by other models on stock 
pricing and economic intercon-
nections to remake the invest-
ment landscape.

That combined work opened 
the way for a surge in stock 
ownership as part of pension and 
retirement plans such as 401(k)s 
and individual retirement ac-
counts, or IRAs. Deep-pocket 
hedge funds, too, effectively built 
upon Dr. Markowitz’s studies. 
(The dissertation was expanded 
into a 1959 book “Portfolio Selec-
tion: Efficient Diversification of 
Investments.”)

“The money managers have all 
followed his principles,” Howard 
Ross, chairman of the economics 
department at Baruch College of 
the City University of New York, 
said in 1990. That year, Dr. 
Markowitz, then a Baruch profes-
sor, shared the Nobel Prize in 
economics with other professors 
exploring investment and busi-
ness theories: Merton Miller at 
the University of Chicago and 
William Sharpe at Stanford Uni-
versity.

In Dr. Markowitz’s view, wise 
investing involved divvying up 
the pie on many plates. Instead of 
100 shares in one automaker, he 
used as an example, take 50 and 
spread the rest with, say, an oil 
firm, a media company and some 
no-risk bonds. The different busi-
nesses lower exposure to a sud-
den downturn in one industry; 
the bonds further shrink the over-
all risks.

Dr. Markowitz did not expand 
his work into macroeconomics or 
broader shifts such as globaliza-
tion that influence markets. In-
stead, he drilled down into proba-
bilities and investor psychology.

“I was especially interested in 
‘what do we know’ and ‘how do 
we know it’ and the uncertainty of 
it all,” Dr. Markowitz said in a 
2002 oral history interview with 

the University of Minnesota. “So 
the part of economics that inter-
ested me the most was the eco-
nomics of uncertainty.”

An early influence on Dr. 
Markowitz was 18th-century 
Scottish philosopher David 
Hume and his deconstruction of 
predictive results. “Though we 
release a ball a thousand times, 
and each time, it falls to the floor,” 
Dr. Markowitz wrote in his biog-
raphy for the Nobel Committee, 
citing Hume’s ideas, “we do not 
have a necessary proof that it will 
fall the thousand-and-first time.”

This became a cornerstone for 
Dr. Markowitz. There is no sure 
thing except the fact that invest-
ments and economies will go up 
and down, he said. In 1999, the 
Pensions & Investments newspa-
per named Dr. Markowitz “man of 
the century.”

What Dr. Markowitz was not: a 
public stock-picking guru. He 
carefully stayed away from any 
suggestions of where an investor 
should turn. He told the Los 
Angeles Times that his own in-
vestments were rather rudimen-
tary. He split his cash between a 
mutual fund and “low-interest” 
holdings.

“In retrospect,” he said in 2005, 
“it would have been better to have 
been more in stocks when I was 
younger.”

Interest in ‘uncertainty’
Harry Max Markowitz was 

born in Chicago on Aug. 24, 1927. 
His parents ran a grocery store 
and managed to ride out the 
economic meltdown after the 
stock market crash of 1929. “We 
lived in a nice apartment, always 
had enough to eat, and I had my 

own room,” he wrote in his Nobel 
biography. “I never was aware of 
the Great Depression.”

He graduated in 1947 from the 
University of Chicago with a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy 
and decided on economics for his 
master’s degree, which he earned 
in 1950 from the university. “Mi-
cro and macro were all very fine, 
but eventually it was the ‘eco-
nomics of uncertainty’ which in-
terested me,” he wrote.

He studied under professors 
including Milton Friedman (who 
would become a 1976 Nobel laure-
ate) and took part in Cowles 
Commission for Research in Eco-
nomics (now the Cowles Founda-
tion), a think tank at the Univer-
sity of Chicago until shifting to 
Yale University in 1955. Dr. 
Markowitz received his doctorate 
from the  University of Chicago in 

1954, two years after his disserta-
tion was published.

By this time, Dr. Markowitz 
was working at the Rand Corp. in 
studies of U.S. economic chal-
lenges. Over the next five decades, 
Dr. Markowitz moved between 
research positions, including 
General Electric and IBM, and 
academia at Rutgers University, 
Baruch and the University of Cali-
fornia at San Diego.

He developed Simscript, a pro-
gramming language used in com-
puter simulations including 
transportation, communications 
networks and once for the Air 
Force to address flight malfunc-
tions and assess supply logistics 
and maintenance.

Dr. Markowitz also is credited 
for “sparse matrices,” techniques 
for solving large mathematical 
problems. In 1968, Dr. Markowitz 
founded a hedge fund, Arbitrage 
Management Co., that was among 
the first firms to do computerized 
trading. He wrote or co-authored 
more than 15 books on computer 
programming and investment 
theories.

“I’m not a one-shot Nobel lau-
reate — only doing one thing,” Dr. 
Markowitz told the New York 
Times in 2014.

Dr. Markowitz’s marriages   to 
Luella Johnson and then Gloria 
Hardt ended in divorce. He mar-
ried Barbara Gay in 1970. She died 
in 2021. Survivors include two 
children from his first marriage; 
two from his second; a stepson 
from his third; 13 grandchildren; 
and more than a dozen great-
grandchildren.

In San Diego, where he lived, 
Dr. Markowitz created a nonprof-
it group called the Rational Deci-
sion Making Research Institute. 
One bit of advice often dispensed 
was to avoid the daily ups and 
downs of the stock market and 
the nonstop economic chatter on 
financial shows.

“They never invite me on tele-
vision because my message is, 
‘Don’t look at television,’” he said 
in 2017. “Diversify and rebalance.”

Harry Markowitz, 95

 Nobel economist helped open era of mutual funds and money managers

Shizuo KAmbAyAShi/AP

Harry Markowitz with  his wife, Barbara, in 1990 after learning that he had been  awarded  the Nobel 
Prize in economics along with two other professors exploring investment and business theories. 
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BY EMILY LANGER

Joseph Pedott, an entrepre-
neurial advertising executive 
who turned the Chia Pet and the 
Clapper light switch into retail 
sensations with jingles — “Ch-ch-
ch-Chia”; “Clap on, clap off!” — 
that have echoed in ears for 
generations, died June 22 at a 
hospital in San Francisco. He was 
91.

The cause was cardiac arrest, 
said his nephew Eric Alcouloum-
re.

Amid a sickly and harrowing 
childhood — he spent years in a 
convalescent home and later fled 
an abusive father — Mr. Pedott 
cultivated an innate streak of 
creativity that, in time, found an 
ideal outlet in advertising and the 
world of novelties.

The Chicago native settled in 
San Francisco and founded an 
advertising agency in 1958. In 
1977, business took him back to 
his hometown, where an encoun-
ter at a housewares convention 
piqued his interest.

A buyer for a drugstore chain 
mentioned that his hottest holi-
day seller was a ceramic figurine 
then imported from Mexico. 
Soaked in water, and covered 
with a paste of fast-germinating 
Salvia hispanica or Chia seeds, it 
would sprout a green coat that 
looked something like hair. The 
inventor, Walter Houston, was 
losing money on the product and 
agreed to sell it to Mr. Pedott for 
$25,000.

Mr. Pedott traveled to Mexico, 
cut out a thieving middleman, 
and relaunched the product now 
known as the Chia Pet through a 
manufacturing company, Joseph 
Enterprises. The first widely dis-
tributed animal incarnation of 
Chia products, introduced in 
1982, was a ram.

Mr. Pedott did not create but 
was credited with recognizing the 
brilliance of the jingle proposed 
to him. “A friend jokingly stut-
tered ‘ch-ch-ch-Chia,’” Mr. Pedott 
told an interviewer years later. “I 
grabbed his arm and said, ‘Hey, 
that is catchy. Let’s incorporate 
it.’”

The “Ch-ch-ch-Chia” tune be-
came familiar to millions of TV 
watchers and helped make the 
Chia Pet one of the most popular 
items in the history of novelty 
sales. More animal Chia creations 
followed — turtles, kittens, pup-
pies and dinosaurs.

Other Chia figurines included 
George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, Elmer Fudd and Bart 
Simpson. In recent years, Mr. 
Pedott sold Chia statuettes in the 
likenesses of contemporary presi-
dents and presidential candi-
dates.

He was forced to pull the Ba-
rack Obama Chia from some 
shelves in 2009 amid complaints 
that its green Afro was racist.

Mr. Pedott, a Republican who 
enthusiastically supported 
Obama, insisted that he intended 
the product as an homage. He 
was gratified, he said, when he 
had the opportunity to personally 
present the commander in chief 
with his Chia namesake; Obama, 
by Mr. Pedott’s account, ap-
proved.

Mr. Pedott’s company market-
ed Chia Pets around the world. 
Chia sales in the United States 
have topped 25 million, the publi-
cation Adweek reported.

Through his advertising and 
manufacturing companies, Mr. 
Pedott was also largely responsi-
ble for popularizing the Clapper, 

a gadget that, when connected to 
a lamp or appliance at the electri-
cal outlet, allows a user to turn 
the appliance on or off with a 
forceful clap. It was first sold in 
1985.

Mr. Pedott said that when he 
bought the product, it was called 
the Great American Turn On but 
was better at blowing televisions 
out than turning them on. He 
improved the design before 
launching the Clapper, with the 
memorable “Clap on, clap off” 
jingle, in commercials that show-
case its utility for people too 
weary to get up to turn on or off a 
light.

Joseph Pedott was born in Chi-
cago on April 14, 1932. He con-
tracted rheumatic fever at age 11, 
leading to his stay in the conva-
lescent home. One of the employ-
ees at the facility was Rod Serling, 
later the creator of the TV anthol-
ogy series “The Twilight Zone.” 
They remained friends for years.

Mr. Pedott’s mother, a home-
maker, died when Mr. Pedott was 
13. His father, a physician who 
worked for the Veterans Adminis-
tration, was “aggressive” and 
“physical,” Mr. Pedott told the 
publication Ad Age. He found 
refuge at the YMCA, “eating off a 
hot plate,” and at other points 
lived in a foster facility and with 
the family of a friend.

He was enduringly grateful to a 
social services organization for 
youths in Chicago, which provid-
ed him a scholarship and stipend 
during some of his more difficult 
times. He made that organiza-
tion, among others, the recipient 
of his substantial philanthropy 
over the years.

He credited the organization 
with helping him find his way to 
the University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign, where he studied 
media and journalism and re-
ceived a bachelor’s degree in 1955.

Mr. Pedott started an agency 
with a fellow student while still in 
college and was invited by a 
professor, he told an alumni pub-
lication, to teach advertising 101 
before he had graduated.

He worked for several years at 
an advertising agency in Chicago 
before moving to San Francisco. 
By his count, he wrote “a mini-
mum of 2,000 commercials” be-
ginning in the era of black-and-
white live TV.

In 2018, Mr. Pedott sold his 
companies to the National Enter-
tainment Collectibles Associa-
tion. Both the Chia Pet and the 
Clapper are included in the col-
lections of the Smithsonian Insti-
tution.

Mr. Pedott was never married. 
His only immediate survivor is 
his partner of nearly three dec-
ades, Carol Katz of San Francisco.

During his decades in busi-
ness, Mr. Pedott marketed an 
array of products with one name 
catchier than the next. There 
were, among others, the Garden 
Weasel, a handy garden tool, and 
the “Ove” Glove oven mitt.

The Clapper might not have 
been sold under its now-well-
known moniker had Mr. Pedott 
not overruled some friends who 
objected to it.

“I had invited six couples over 
for dinner. I said, ‘The dinner isn’t 
free — I need a name for the 
product.’ But I already had a 
name in mind so I said, ‘What 
about The Clapper?’” Mr. Pedott 
recalled.

“They said, ‘No.’ I said, ‘Why?’ 
And someone said, ‘Well, the clap.’ 
I told them they had a dirty 
mind.”

JosePh Pedott, 91

Entrepreneur 
who sparked the 
Chia Pet craze 

Jay Watson

Advertising executive Joseph Pedott, seen in San Francisco in 2017, 
brought the Chia Pet and the Clapper light switch into vogue.

DEATH NOTICE

CLARK
EDWARD CLARK

On Saturday June 17, 2023 Edward Clark
passed away peacefully. He is preceded in
death by his mom and dad Gertrude and
Charles Clark; his cousin Lorena O’Connor;
and longtime partner Betsy Fulton. He is
survived by brothers Leif, John, and William
Clark; and sister Janet Carlson; and nieces
and nephew
A viewing will be held on Friday, July 14
from 1 to 3 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. at Hines-Ri-
naldi Funeral Home, 11800 New Hamp-
shire Ave., Silver Spring, MD. A funeral ser-
vice will be held on Saturday July 15, 2023
at 11 a.m. at Hines-Rinaldi Funeral home.

GUICE
JOHN J. GUICE JR.
The officers and members of
Plumbers Local No. 5 are re-
gretfully notified of the death
of Brother John J. Guice Jr., of
Knotts Island, NC, who passed
away on July 5, 2023.

Terriea L. Smalls
Business Manager

#1342

HOLLAND
GARALD M. HOLLAND

Garald M. Holland died suddenly and unex-
pectedly on June 22, 2023. He was born on
March 4, 1950 in Washington, DC to The-
resa Ford Holland and John Anthony Hol-
land. He was predeceased by his parents,
brother Lawrence Washington, and sister
Okarita Williams..

Garald leaves to cherish his memory his
devoted wife, Gwendolyn C. Holland; a
loving daughter, Lauriel Patterson; an ador-
ing son, Gerard M. Holland, Jr. (Victoria);
three granddaughters: Naomi A. Holland,
Nora A. Holland, and Logan Gladden; a be-
loved twin brother, Gerald M. Holland, Sr.
(Sharon); two sisters: Earlean Garrett and
Lawanda Gregory (Jerry); two sisters-in-
law: Dr. Brenda F. Farmer and Angela M.
Lingham; and a host of nieces, nephews,
great-nieces, great-nephews, cousins and
friends.

Friends and family may call at Mt. Ennon
Baptist Church, 9832 Piscataway Rd., Clin-
ton, MD on Wednesday, July 12, 2023. Visi-
tation at 11 a.m. and funeral service at 12
p.m. Interment immediately following the
service at Washington National Cemetary,
4101 Suitland Rd., Suitland, MD.

Services entrusted to Strickland Funeral
Services, 6500 Allentown Rd., Temple Hills,
MD. 20748

DEATH NOTICE

SCHULMAN
CAROLE KAPLAN SCHULMAN

On Monday, July 10, 2023,
Carole Kaplan Schulman, of
Potomac, MD passed away.
Beloved wife of the late Stuart
Schulman; devoted mother of
Martin (Ellen), Scott (Gayle),

David (Susan) and Hillary Spivack (Zvi);
loving sister of Susan Schultz (Larry) and
the late Arlene Glaser (Norman); cher-
ished grandmother of Jake and Stephanie
Schulman, Zachary and Taylor Schulman,
Jasmine, Juliette and Kai Spivack; also sur-
vived by many loving nieces, nephews and
friends.
Graveside service will be held on Wednes-
day, July 12, 2023, 2 p.m. at JudeanMemori-
al Gardens, 16225 Batchellors Forest Road,
Olney, MD 20832. Family will be observing
Shiva at the Spivack home immediately
following the service. Shiva will resume on
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to Kline Hospice House
and Children’s National Hospital.

www.sagelbloomfield.com

SEDGWICK

BETTY THERESA WHITE SEDGWICK
On Wednesday, June 28, 2023 Betty There-
sa (White) Sedgwick, age 89, of Fort Wash-
ington, MD passed away peacefully at her
home surrounded by family. Beloved moth-
er of Lawrence H. Sedgwick, Jr., Darryl K.
Sedgwick and Andrea Sedgwick Flowers.
Family will receive visitors on Thursday,
July 13 , 2023 from 10 a.m. with services
immediately following at From the Heart
Church Ministries, 4949 Allentown Road,
Camp Springs 20746. Interment will follow
the services at Fort Lincoln Cemetery, 3401
Bladensburg Road, Brentwood, MD 20722.

www.fort-lincoln.com

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.

To be seen in the
Funeral Services
Directory, please call
paid Death Notices
at 202-334-4122.

DEATH NOTICE

SHEFFLER
JARED A. SHEFFLER (Age 30)

It is with regret that we noti-
fy the members of Steamfit-
ters Local 602 of the death
of Brother Jared A Sheffler on
June 30, 2023. A Celebration of
Life will be held at a later date.

Please contact the Union Hall for informa-
tion. Notice #1919.

Christopher M Madello
F.S.T.

DEATH NOTICE

CHERNER

GERALD V. CHERNER “JERRY”
On Sunday, July 9, 2023, Ger-
ald V. Cherner of Rockville,
MD. Beloved husband of the
late Joanie Cherner. Loving
Father of Norman Cherner,
Beth Lamb (Terry Brenner)

and the late Jeffrey Cherner, Stepfather
of Billy (Toni) and Michael (Ann) Karlin.
Dear brother of Herbie (Miriam) Cherner
and the late Stanley Cherner (living, Irma
Poretsky) Cherished grandfather of Ryan
Lamb, Jack Brenner, Jacob, Benjamin,
Rose and Dov Karlin and Niki Ross (Matt).
Brother in law of Philip and Alan (Denese)
Margolius. Also survived by loving nieces,
nephews and friends. Funeral services will
be held on Wednesday, July 12, 2023, 10
a.m. at Judean Memorial Gardens Chapel,
Olney, MD with interment following. Shiva
will be observed Wednesday evening at 7
p.m. at The Progress Club, 1610 E Jefferson
St, Rockville, MD 20852. Memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association. Arrangements entrusted to
TORCHINSKY HEBREW FUNERAL HOME,
202-541-1001.

JACKSON

VINCENT PAUL JACKSON
Vincent Paul Jackson passed away on
June 20, 2023, in Pasadena, MD, at 63
years old. He is survived by his wife, Don-
na; his daughters Nakia, and Diamond; his
son Tyran; his stepdaughter LaShawn and
stepson Brandon; his father Jerome Sr.; his
brothers Leroy and Ricardo; and grandsons
Tyran, Tairi, and Nicholas. A celebration of
life will be held on Friday, July 14, 2023, at
From the Heart Church Ministries, 4949
Allentown Road, Suitland, MD from 9 a.m.
until service at 10 a.m. Interment at Quan-
tico National Cemetery.
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DEATH NOTICE

BODY
JOHN J. BODY “Jack”

Of Severna Park, formerly of
Chevy Chase, MD, passed away
peacefully on July 7 surrounded
by loved ones at age 91.

Jack was predeceased by his
loving wife of 63 years, Janet Poulter Body;
his son John J. Jr., and his sisters Margaret
Hackney and Betty Geisbert. He is survived
by his daughters Judy Callahan (Michael),
Jane Roussil (Larry), and Jan Golden (Brian),
11 grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchil-

dren and numerous nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be held at The Shrine of the
Most Blessed Sacrament, 5949Western Ave.
NW Washington, DC 20015 on Friday, July
14 at 10 a.m. A Mass of Christian Burial will
follow immediately at 11 a.m. Interment fol-
lowing the ceremony at Parklawn Cemetery
12800 Veirs Mill Rd., Rockville, MD, 20853.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation
to your local A.S.P.C.A.

HOBART

GEORGE SAMUEL HOBART
George Samuel Hobart died peacefully on
July 6, 2023, of complications from leuke-
mia. He was born in Brooklyn, NY, on Oc-
tober 5, 1935, He was pre-deceased by his
parents, Robert William Hobart, and Lillian
Siipola Hobart; and his half-brother Ted Wils-
ing; his aunt and uncle Martin and Bertha
Zajac; and his cousin Ellie Zajac Namnoun.
George and his brother went to live with the
Zajacs after their parents died and attended
high school while living with them. He is sur-
vived by his sons, Robert Charles Hobart and
Ted Hobart, and his daughter, Lauren Elisa-
beth Bass (Greg); his grandson, Gregory Ho-
bart (Sarah) and great-granddaughter, Olivia,
stepson Edwin Sale (Kirsten), stepdaughter
Anita Sale Clegg (David), and grandchildren
Robert, Jennifer, Emily, Laura and Jonathan.

His marriages to Johanna Ulmer and Anne
Lang ended in divorce. His wife, of nearly 20
years, Marjorie, survives him.
Upon graduation from high school, George
entered the Navy near the end of the Ko-
rean War, and then used the G.I. Bill to earn
a degree in history from the University of
Massachusetts in Amherst. He served in the
office of the Chief of Military History in the
Pentagon before transferring to the Library
of Congress where he became the Curator
of Documentary Photographs in the Prints
and Photographs Division. He was one of
the original ushers at the Kennedy Center
for the Performing Arts when it opened and
served for more than 50 years in that role.
George loved bringing others to enjoy the
performing arts.
George was a talented, left-handed tennis
player, active in The Tennis Group in Virginia
and Maryland for decades, and the Federal
League, Arlington Forest Club teams, Arling-
ton’s senior tennis, and was a Virginia gold
medal winner in the 70 and over category of
men’s singles tennis in the Senior Olympics
one year. George sang in a variety of cho-
ruses including the Arlingtones Barbershop
Chorus in Virginia, the Clarendon United
Methodist Church Choir, The Medical Musi-
cal Group, and The Jefferson Chorus in his
retirement community. He was an active
member of the Finlandia Foundation Na-
tional Capital Chapter and Encore Learning.
A celebration of his life will take place at
Clarendon United Methodist Church, 606 N
Irving Street in Arlington, VA, on Friday, July
14, at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be made to the music ministry of
the church in his memory.

www.murphyfuneralhomes.com

SCHOTT

FLORENCE LILLIAN PEPPER SCHOTT
Florence Lillian Pepper Schott passed away
peacefully at her home on Friday afternoon,
July 7, 2023. She was born to Harry and Bella
Pepper on April 11, 1919 in Daytona Beach,
FL, the third of four siblings and the first
Jewish girl born in Volusia County. Florence
attended school in Daytona Beach and was
graduated from Mainland High during the
great depression.

During and after high school, Florence
worked for the Daytona Beach Journal cov-
ering local stories and anything else that
was needed.

On July 14, 1941 Florence married Murry
Schott, then an airman in the U.S Army Air
Corp. They traveled extensively for the Air
Force, for pleasure and for family events
throughout their time together. Florence
was very outgoing, extremely generous
and deeply civic minded. When her children
were in school, she was a PTA president
and Cub Scout Den Mother. Later, she was a
strong supporter of the United Nations, be-
coming President of the American Associa-
tion of the United Nations (now the United
Nations Association of the National Capitol
Area), working closely with such dignitaries
as Eleanor Roosevelt and Secretaries Gen-
eral of the United Nations. In 1977, while
serving as U.S. President of Soroptmist In-
ternational, Florence was appointed by then

Secretary of State Cyrus Vance to serve as
U.S. Commissioner to UNES

Florence was always very sociable and es-
pecially enjoyed inviting people to meals
and outings. Her door was always open
to family and friends and friends of family
and friends. There was always room for one
more at her table and there are many peo-
ple who will remember staying in her home
for days, weeks, months and even years
when they were in need. She easily laughed
at herself but never at others. She was al-
ways active, enjoying square dancing, tennis
and bridge.

Florence passionately cared about social
justice and human rights and held a life-
long commitment to Judaism. As an active
member of Washington Hebrew Congrega-
tion, she served in many roles, developing
numerous programs covering civil, human
and women’s rights and international un-
derstanding for which she was an Avodah
Honoree in 2005.

Florence is survived by her sister, Doris Katz
and two sons: Brian (Joan) and Robert (Jo-
anne); seven grandchildren: Sol (Laura), Ja-
son (Janet) Abraham (Huseina), David (Erica),
Suzanna (Taylor), Seth (Kathy) and Hannah
(Samich); 10 great grandchildren and one
great-great granddaughter.

She will be buried beside her life’s partner,
Murry, at Mt. Sinai cemetery in Daytona
Beach. Memorial services will be held on
Wednesday morning, July 12.

In lieu of flowers, it is suggested that contri-
butions may be made to:

The Murry & Florence Schott Charitable
Foundation
c/o: CHEVY CHASE TRUST COMPANY
7501 Wisconsin Ave., Suite 1500W
Bethesda, MD 20814

Or:

The Florence Pepper Schott Endowment
Fund
c/o: UNA/NCA
2000 P Street NW, Suite 540
Washington, DC 20036

TRANCONE
REVEREND GERARD A. TRANCONE (Age 80)

Reverend Gerard A. Trancone (Fr. T.; Fr. Jer-
ry), October 22, 1942 – July 4, 2023, a na-
tive of Newark, NJ. Son of the late Anthony
and Grace (Visco) Trancone. He was prede-
ceased by his sisters, Mary Lou Trancone,
Rose Corbo, and her husband, Anthony M.
Corbo; and nephew Anthony E. Corbo. Fr.
Trancone was ordained to the priesthood on
May 17, 1969 for the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington after completing a Master of Divinity
degree at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe,
PA. His first assignment was to St. Bernard
of Clairvaux parish in Riverdale, MD where
he was known for his ministry to the Teen
Club and production of the Club’s Broadway
reviewmusicals. In 1972, he was transferred
to St. John the Baptist de la Salle parish in
Chillum, MD. It was at St. John’s that his in-
terest in learning American Sign Language
(ASL) began. After becoming proficient in
ASL, he was assigned in 1978 to serve as
Catholic Chaplain at Gallaudet University,
the global leader in education for deaf and
hard of hearing students. He later served
as Director of the Center for Ministry to
the Deaf and St. Francis of Assisi Chapel
in Landover Hill, MD. He ministered to deaf
and hard of hearing Catholics in the Archdi-
ocese of Washington for over 40 years until
his retirement. He also served in leadership
positions for several professional organiza-

tions dedicated to pastoral ministry to the
deaf and hard of hearing. He served as an
advocate for the deaf and hard of hearing
with great compassion, empathy, and love.
As a part of his ministry to the Archdiocese
of Washington Fr. Trancone reviewed mov-
ies for the Catholic Standard demonstrating
his passion for theatre and film. Father was
the moderator for the Maryknights in Silver
Spring, MD. He used his creative talents in li-
turgical art and environment and was an ar-
dent traveler with his family, brother priests
and parishioners. Funeral services will take
place Thursday, July 13, 2023, and Friday July
14, 2023 at St. Bernard of Clairvaux Catholic
Church, 5700 St. Bernard Drive, Riverdale,
MD. On Thursday, visitation will be from 3
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. with a Vigil Mass at 7 p.m.
with Most Reverend Roy Campbell presid-
ing. On Friday, July 14, His Eminence Wilton
Cardinal Gregory,Archbishop ofWashington,
will preside at the Funeral Mass at 10 a.m.
Following Mass there will be a repast at St.
Bernard’s. Interment to follow at Stonewall
Memory Gardens in Manassas, VA. In lieu of
flowers, please consider a contribution in
Fr. Trancone’s memory to St. Vincent Sem-
inary, 300 Fraser Purchase Road, Latrobe,
PA 15650.

www.gaschs.com

POST YOUR CONDOLENCES
Now death notices on washingtonpost.com/obituaries allow
you to express your sympathy with greater ease. Visit today.

GHI

When the need arises,
let families find you in the
Funeral Services Directory.
To be seen in the Funeral Services Directory,
please call paid Death Notices at 202-334-4122.

POST YOUR
CONDOLENCES

Now death notices on
washingtonpost.com/obituaries allow you

to express your sympathy with greater ease.
Visit today.

GHI

DEATH NOTICE



B6 EZ RE The washingTon posT . Tuesday, july 11 ,  2023

AVERAGE RECORD ACTUAL FORECAST

LATESTNORMALPREVIOUS YEAR

<–10 –0s 0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100s 110+

T-storms Showers IceRain Snow Flurries Cold Front Warm Front Stationary Front

NATIONAL Today Tomorrow

High

Low

Normal

Record high

Record low

 National Dulles BWI

 National Dulles BWI

Today’s tides  (High tides in Bold)

WORLD Today Tomorrow

Sources: AccuWeather.com; US Army Centralized 
Allergen Extract Lab (pollen data); airnow.gov (air 
quality data); National Weather Service

* AccuWeather's RealFeel Temperature® 
combines over a dozen factors for an accurate 
measure of how the conditions really “feel.”

Key: s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, r-rain, 
sh- showers, t-thunderstorms, sf-snow flurries, 
sn-snow, i-ice
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Temperatures
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for the 48 contiguous states excludes Antarctica

Yesterday's National

89° 4:00 p.m.
71° 3:00 a.m.
90°/72°
105° 1936
54° 1894

88° 5:00 p.m.
69° 5:00 a.m.
88°/67°
99° 1988
53° 1963

88° 4:00 p.m.
68° 5:00 a.m.
89°/68°
107° 1936
55° 1961

Washington  3:25 a.m. 10:38 a.m.  3:56 p.m. 10:39 p.m.

Annapolis  1:10 a.m.  7:18 a.m. 12:31 p.m.  6:57 p.m.

Ocean City  2:44 a.m.  9:00 a.m.  3:31 p.m.  9:58 p.m.

Norfolk  4:49 a.m. 10:58 a.m.  5:35 p.m. none

Point Lookout  3:39 a.m.  8:36 a.m.  2:51 p.m.  9:47 p.m.

91° 71° 95° 75° 93° 76° 88° 74° 92° 74° 92° 75°

 Sun 5:52 a.m. 8:35 p.m.
 Moon 1:14 a.m. 3:14 p.m.
 Venus 9:02 a.m. 10:24 p.m.
 Mars 9:20 a.m. 10:47 p.m.
 Jupiter 1:37 a.m. 3:17 p.m.
 Saturn 11:00 p.m. 9:57 a.m.

July 17
New

July 25
First 
Quarter

Aug 1
Full

Aug 8
Last 
Quarter

0.00"
2.84"
1.47"
15.16"
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1.36"
14.11"
22.90"
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1.32"
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Blue Ridge: Today, mostly sunny. High 73 to 79. Winds west 
4–8 mph. Tonight, mainly clear. Low 61 to 65. Winds west 
4–8 mph. Wednesday, mostly sunny; very warm in northern 
parts. High 76 to 81. Winds southwest 6–12 mph.

Atlantic beaches: Today, partly sunny; humid in central 
parts. High 84 to 88. Winds east 6–12 mph. Tonight, clear; 
humid. Low 68 to 72. Winds south–southwest 6–12 mph. 
Wednesday, mostly sunny. Hot; humid. High 88 to 93. Winds 
south 7–14 mph.

Pollen: High
Grass Low 
Trees Moderate 
Weeds Low 
Mold High 

UV: Extreme
11 out of 11+

Air Quality: Moderate
Dominant cause: Ozone

91/67

88/72

84/69

89/68

88/69

85/69

92/67

92/67

92/61

87/72

85/73

92/67 89/70

89/67

78/55 91/71
75°

76°

77°

71°

Waterways: Upper Potomac River: Today, partly sunny. Wind west–
northwest 4–8 knots. Waves less than a foot. Visibility unrestricted. 
• Lower Potomac and Chesapeake Bay: Today, partly sunny. Wind 
northwest 6–12 knots. Waves 1–2 feet on the Lower Potomac and 
the Chesapeake Bay.• River Stages: The stage at Little Falls will be 
around 3.10 feet today, falling to 3.00 Wednesday. Flood stage at 
Little Falls is 10 feet.

Albany, NY 90/66/pc 89/67/t
Albuquerque 100/73/s 100/74/s
Anchorage 62/53/r 65/54/c
Atlanta 90/71/s 92/74/pc
Austin 100/76/s 100/75/s
Baltimore 92/67/pc 94/75/pc
Billings, MT 88/58/pc 88/60/s
Birmingham 91/68/s 94/74/pc
Bismarck, ND 71/56/t 78/57/t
Boise 93/62/s 95/61/s
Boston 85/71/pc 88/70/pc
Buffalo 83/64/s 77/66/t
Burlington, VT 86/68/sh 85/66/c
Charleston, SC 92/74/pc 92/73/t
Charleston, WV 86/60/s 89/66/s
Charlotte 91/69/s 94/71/pc
Cheyenne, WY 93/59/s 89/58/s
Chicago 84/66/pc 76/66/t
Cincinnati 88/66/s 88/70/t
Cleveland 87/68/s 78/69/t
Dallas 92/80/t 102/79/s
Denver 96/64/s 94/63/s

Des Moines 87/68/pc 87/69/t
Detroit 87/64/t 76/66/t
El Paso 105/81/pc 107/79/s
Fairbanks, AK 77/55/c 73/53/c
Fargo, ND 74/57/t 73/56/t
Hartford, CT 90/66/s 93/68/pc
Honolulu 87/76/sh 87/78/pc
Houston 99/79/s 98/80/pc
Indianapolis 89/68/s 85/67/t
Jackson, MS 93/71/t 95/75/t
Jacksonville, FL 91/73/t 92/74/t
Kansas City, MO 93/76/pc 93/73/t
Las Vegas 108/82/s 107/82/s
Little Rock 91/75/t 95/76/c
Los Angeles 89/64/s 86/64/s
Louisville 90/69/s 91/73/t
Memphis 91/73/t 94/78/t
Miami 95/80/pc 93/81/t
Milwaukee 77/63/pc 72/64/r
Minneapolis 79/63/s 80/64/c
Nashville 90/65/s 95/75/t
New Orleans 90/79/t 91/79/t
New York City 89/73/s 92/75/pc
Norfolk 88/72/pc 93/74/s

Oklahoma City 93/74/t 99/76/s
Omaha 87/68/pc 88/69/t
Orlando 88/76/t 92/76/t
Philadelphia 89/70/pc 94/74/s
Phoenix 110/90/s 112/90/s
Pittsburgh 86/64/s 85/68/pc
Portland, ME 80/63/sh 85/65/t
Portland, OR 80/59/s 81/59/s
Providence, RI 88/67/pc 91/70/s
Raleigh, NC 92/67/s 94/72/pc
Reno, NV 94/58/s 92/55/s
Richmond 91/67/pc 95/73/s
Sacramento 97/58/s 96/60/s
St. Louis 95/76/s 90/74/t
St. Thomas, VI 91/81/pc 89/81/sh
Salt Lake City 99/72/s 100/71/s
San Diego 78/65/pc 80/65/s
San Francisco 72/54/pc 71/57/pc
San Juan, PR 91/80/s 88/80/sh
Seattle 74/55/s 76/54/pc
Spokane, WA 84/58/s 85/59/pc
Syracuse 91/66/pc 85/66/t
Tampa 89/81/t 91/81/pc
Wichita 91/75/s 99/75/s

Addis Ababa 70/56/sh 68/57/sh
Amsterdam 78/61/pc 72/58/pc
Athens 93/73/s 95/76/s
Auckland 60/52/pc 60/53/sh
Baghdad 111/86/pc 109/87/pc
Bangkok 92/80/t 92/81/sh
Beijing 95/76/t 82/75/t
Berlin 87/67/pc 84/60/t
Bogota 66/48/sh 69/49/r
Brussels 85/59/pc 75/56/pc
Buenos Aires 54/48/c 54/44/c
Cairo 95/76/s 96/75/s
Caracas 79/66/t 80/66/t
Copenhagen 71/63/c 73/55/t
Dakar 90/81/pc 90/82/c
Dublin 66/52/t 65/50/sh
Edinburgh 66/53/sh 64/50/sh
Frankfurt 97/65/t 82/58/c
Geneva 97/66/pc 82/63/t
Ham., Bermuda 86/79/pc 87/78/pc
Helsinki 70/49/pc 75/50/pc
Ho Chi Minh City 93/78/pc 94/78/t
Hong Kong 93/83/sh 93/83/sh

Islamabad 98/79/s 99/81/t
Istanbul 87/74/s 88/71/s
Jerusalem 86/67/s 93/70/s
Johannesburg 57/34/s 59/35/s
Kabul 93/64/s 96/64/s
Kingston, Jam. 90/82/t 92/81/sh
Kolkata 92/81/t 91/81/t
Kyiv 73/55/pc 77/60/pc
Lagos 85/76/sh 84/75/t
Lima 73/67/pc 73/67/pc
Lisbon 86/65/s 85/65/pc
London 72/55/c 70/55/pc
Madrid 103/69/s 96/67/pc
Manila 94/80/c 92/80/t
Mexico City 78/55/r 80/56/sh
Montreal 84/67/sh 83/65/pc
Moscow 60/51/c 62/50/sh
Mumbai 87/80/t 84/78/t
Nairobi 81/56/pc 75/56/pc
New Delhi 87/79/t 90/79/t
Oslo 67/58/sh 65/56/r
Ottawa 89/61/c 83/60/c
Paris 91/63/pc 82/58/c
Prague 90/66/pc 86/63/t

Rio de Janeiro 81/70/pc 81/73/s
Riyadh 116/87/s 114/86/s
Rome 91/71/s 91/73/s
San Salvador 91/70/pc 88/68/r
Santiago 55/44/sh 58/36/sh
Sarajevo 94/60/s 97/60/s
Seoul 81/73/t 85/76/t
Shanghai 104/82/pc 104/83/pc
Singapore 87/78/t 87/78/t
Stockholm 70/55/c 69/55/sh
Sydney 69/46/s 69/47/s
Taipei City 96/77/pc 95/78/t
Tehran 106/81/s 103/78/s
Tokyo 92/79/pc 92/79/c
Toronto 87/59/t 77/63/pc
Vienna 90/69/pc 90/67/t
Warsaw 79/58/pc 85/63/t

Today
Partly sunny

Wednesday
Mostly sunny

Thursday
T-storm

Friday
T-storm

Saturday
T-storm

Sunday
T-storm

Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th F Sa Su M Tu W Th

Statistics through 5 p.m. Monday

Difference from 30–yr. avg. (National): this month: +1.2° yr. to date: +2.5°

High: Comanche, CA 111°
Low: Big Bear City, CA 32°

World
High: Basrah, Iraq 121°
Low: Perito Moreno, Argentina 11°

Weather map features for noon today.

WIND: W 6–12 mph

HUMIDITY: Moderate

CHNCE PRECIP: 0%

FEELS*: 95°
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FEELS: 99°
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High

80%

W:
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FEELS: 103°

WNW 3–6 mph

High

40%

Mostly sunny
With abundant sunshine, we may 
make a run at 90, but humidity levels 
are lower than they’ve been for a 
while (dew points in the low 60s), so 
it doesn’t feel too bad. We’ll also have 

a light cooling breeze from the northwest at 5 to 
10 mph. Overnight, clear skies with  lows from the 
low to mid-60s in our cooler areas to near 70 
downtown.

The Weather
w a s h i n g T o n p o s T . c o m / w e a T h e r  .  T w i T T e r :  @ c a p i T a l w e a T h e r  .  f a c e b o o k . c o m / c a p i T a l w e a T h e r
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MONTH Call for Your FREE Design Consultation 
(703) 313-2771 | shelfgenie.com

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 9/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. 
© 2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Custom Pull-Out Shelves. 
Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*



ton county that recently announced 
that it is crowdfunding an investiga-
tion to identify a recent set of re-
mains. or the awful video of the teen 
who jumped off the party boat in the 
Bahamas in May, only to be swallowed 
up by the inky black water, and never 
seen again. or the fact that Japan is 
planning to release more than 

SEE OCEAN oN C8

Virginia and North Carolina. A man 
on a fishing trip to a Freeport, Tex., 
beach last month arrived to discover 
that tens of thousands of dead fish 
had washed ashore. Homes in the 
outer Banks are toppling into the 
waves.

Don’t forget the beach where sev-
ered human feet wash ashore on a 
regular basis in a northwest Washing-

BY MAURA JUDKIS

Try not to think about the ocean. 
Because if you’re the type of person 
prone to listless anxiety, a simple 
question — What’s a submersible? 
Where do orcas live? — might take you 
to a deep, dark place. A place like the 
Hadal Zone, named for the Greek god 
of hell, where there is absolutely no 
light and the only creatures that can 
survive the crushing pressure are 
characterized by their transparent, 
gooey skin. or maybe a place in the 
Gulf of Mexico called the “Hot Tub of 
Despair,” an underwater lake full of 
methane that kills any organism that 
enters it. or perhaps a remote part of 
the Pacific ocean that has earned the 
nickname “White Shark Cafe.”

We are having a “Jaws” Girl Sum-
mer. It’s giving Moby-Dick Energy. 
We’re in our Ancient Mariner Era. Is 
the ocean more terrifying than usual 
this year, or are we suddenly just more 
aware of how terrifying the ocean can 
be?

Here’s an illustrative roundup of 
recent horrors. orcas have trained 
each other to attack boats off the coast 
of Spain and Portugal. over the July 
Fourth holiday, four people were bit-
ten by sharks on New York beaches, 
and approximately 200 people needed 
to be rescued from rip currents in 
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What do fans think of 
the toy’s new makeover? C3

MadONNa

The singer is postponing 
the start of her 2023 tour. C4

CaROlyN Hax

They broke up. She’s upset 
ex is seeing someone else. C8

BY CHRIS RICHARDS

CRITIC’S NOTEBOOK

The weirdness of Taylor Swift
She’s dominating 
the present, she 
owns the future and 
she’s in the middle 
of remaking her past

iLLuSTRATiOn by JOSh chen/The WAShinGTOn POST; SuzAnne cORdeiRO/AFP/GeTTy imAGeS; AShLey LAndiS/AP

BY BEN STRAUSS 
AND LAURA WAGNER

The New York Times announced Mon-
day that it plans to shutter its sports 
desk, once the home of Pulitzer-winning 
commentary and groundbreaking re-
porting on steroid use and concussions, 
and rely instead on coverage from the 
Athletic, the subscription sports website 
it purchased last year.

The Times said it will offer jobs 
elsewhere in the newsroom to current 
sports staffers and plans to start a new 
team on its financial-news staff focused 
on the business of sports.

But the move — which executive 
editor Joe Kahn and managing editor 
Monica Drake said would “give our 
readers an even more comprehensive 
array of sports coverage” — enraged 
members of the New York Times Guild, 
which called it “a profound betrayal of 
our colleagues and of Times values.” In a 
statement, the guild said it would “fight 
this flagrant attempt at union-busting 
with every tool we have.”

The Athletic newsroom is not union-
ized. According to a person with knowl-
edge of the new arrangement who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to speak pub-
licly, the Times wants to use a subcon-
tracting provision in the guild contract 
to allow non-guild workers to do work 
for the Times, which the guild has plans 
to challenge.

The company, the guild said, “is at-
SEE NYT oN C3

New York 
Times to close 
sports desk

BY SOFIA ANDRADE

Picture the following: It’s a bright 
summer Sunday, and the air is fresh and 
warm. You decide to go to the pool. You 
grab your towel, your sunglasses, your 
Pizza Hut-branded bucket hat and your 
Arby’s Beefy Aloha swimsuit, stamped 
with a Hawaiian shirt pattern and images 
of the fast-food chain’s beef and cheddar 
sandwich. Your Taco Bell x Crocs slides 
are waiting for you at the door, along with 
your Rao’s Homemade sauce jar-shaped 
luxury purse. Later, you’ll switch it out 
for your sandwich-size BAGuette bag 
from Panera for a night out on the town.

Taco Bell and Pizza Hut might not 
scream fashion-forward. But these prod-
ucts — most of which premiered this 
spring and summer — represent a grow-
ing trend among fast-food franchises and 
other food brands attempting to market 
their products to a consumer base moved 
by the kinds of flashy fashion gimmicks 
that are primed for potential internet 
virality.

“These kinds of products, as ridiculous 
as they seem, are probably coalescing a 
bunch of things that are going on in 
culture right now,” said Monica Sklar, a 
fashion, pop culture and merchandising 
expert at the University of Georgia. These 
include an overwhelming commitment 
to fandom in pop culture, a desire for 
frivolity amid compounding global crises 
and a growing obsession with all things 
camp, a trend jump-started by the 2019 
Met Gala.

SEE FOOD FASHION oN C2

Fashions that 
food fans find 
delectable

Waving goodbye to the ocean this summer
With boat-bumping orcas, surprise sharks and relentless riptides, we’ll stay onshore

OceAn RAce/AP

An orca moves along a rudder of a boat in the Strait of Gibraltar. Beyond the 
aggressive mammals, the seas are awash with potential perils.

T
aylor Swift is weird. If you think she’s the greatest pop singer to ever exist, 
that means she’s weird. If you think she’s too boring to be this preposterously 
famous, that also means she’s weird. Does the intimacy of her world-beating 
songcraft make you feel as if she has been singing about your life this entire 

time? Weird. or maybe you feel profoundly alienated by her fandom-fluffed aura of 
total infallibility. Yeah, because it’s weird. She’s clearly some kind of genius, and she’s 
obviously a brighter brand of superstar than most who came before, but it’s Swift’s 
weirdness that accommodates all perspectives. It might be her most essential trait, 
even though her music feels so normal. And that’s weird, too. ¶ Yes, we’re talking about 
Taylor Swift, composer of the least ambiguous, most widely circulated pop music 
recorded in this century — a deep catalogue of vivid love songs that remain legible, 
neat and expertly designed to be fully understood by English speakers everywhere. 
But can we ever really hope to understand the songwriter? SEE NOTEBOOK oN C2
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ment, even though it also sound-
ed a lot like homework. Now, 
halfway through her remake 
campaign — not to mention more 
than halfway through the Ameri-
can leg of a summer tour that 
triggered a historic meltdown at 
Ticketmaster — Swift’s studio re-

album’s corresponding era af-
fixed to the end. Something feels 
different about this one, though. 
Back in 2021, when Swift deliv-
ered “fearless (Taylor’s Version)” 
and “red (Taylor’s Version)” in a 
proud one-two punch, it felt like a 
bold self-empowerment state-

Though the trend among fran-
chises selling unexpected mer-
chandise has been strong for sev-
eral years now — Arby’s began 
giving away sweats printed with 
high-definition images of its 
sandwich meats in 2017, for exam-
ple — it has only gotten stronger 
in the pandemic era, as food 
brands attempted to become a 
part of their customers’ new daily 
routines.

“I’m wondering if part of the 
strategy is: ‘okay, if people are 
not interacting from locations, 
what would it mean for them to 
wear our products elsewhere?’ 
People do not take these things 
lightly when they plan them,” 
said marcia Chatelain, a profes-
sor at Georgetown University 
and the author of “franchise: 
The Golden Arches in Black 
America.”

more so than serving as a 
testament to the quality of food 
sold by chain restaurants, the 
popularity of these products — 
many of which sell out in days or 
hours — speaks to the kinds of 
relationships people form with 
their beloved food franchises and 
brands.

“The thing that’s interesting 
about fast food is that so much 
of its appeal to consumers is 
about everything but the food: 
It’s the advertising. It’s the ex-
periences that are tied to it,” 
Chatelain said.

restaurants such as Panera, 
which cater their branding to 
convey an image of homestyle 
comfort, recognize this. The 
brand’s Swim Soups line, which 
features mix-and-match bathing 
suits inspired by Panera soup 
flavors, was borne out of the 
belief that true Panera lovers and 
“soup mavens” — those who love 
warm soup even in summer — 
would want to broadcast their 
affinity for the restaurant on 
their bodies, too. “We were 
thinking about how to connect 
even deeper in our guests’ lives 
and sort of recognize the love 
they have for the brand and for 
some of our experiences and 
products,” said Drayton martin, 
Panera’s senior vice president of 
brand building.

representatives for Arby’s cit-
ed a similar philosophy. Last 
year, the restaurant released a 
smoked bourbon that Arby’s 
brand president, rita Patel, said 
“was a great way to bring the 
brand to life through not just our 
food products, but to also be 
ingrained in culture in a way that 
allows Arby’s to step outside its 
comfort zone … where we can 
make a connection back to the 
brand.” In recent years, Arby’s 
has also launched french fry 
vodka, meat-scented clothing 
and a 10-gallon felt hat.

This is hardly the first time 
that food brands have cut their 
teeth on fashion. one need look 
no further than the Campbell’s 
soup can dress of the mid-1960s. 
The “Souper” dress, eventually 
mass-produced by Campbell’s 
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Food brands 
find that 

loyalty goes 
beyond menu 

been timeless.”
Swift obviously loves to sing 

about fated love, then, now and 
then-now. Time is her secondary 
lyrical theme. But those positions 
might swap once she has finished 
reincarnating all six of these al-
bums. Until then, we have at least 
three worthwhile ideas to chew 
on. first off, fans, critics and 
other digital opinion-havers have 
welcomed these remade albums 
with rapturous vociferation, 
praising Swift for improving on 
perfection, which actually dis-
proves the notion of perfection, 
so everyone please just chill out a 
little, okay? Secondly, these aren’t 
really then-and-now albums. 
Swift is giving us two versions of 
the past: an original yesterday, 
and a re-created one that’s just 
technically less old. Having two 
separate versions of reality to 
remember can feel destabilizing, 
or exciting, or scary, or fun, or, 
ideally, all of the above, so let’s 
have at it.

As for the third thing, it comes 
back to Swift’s conjoined notions 
of memorialized time and roman-
tic destiny, and if you’re really 
listening to Swift as she reani-
mates all of these star-crossed 
songs about preordained love, 
you should eventually feel your 
brain doing somersaults inside 
your skull. According to the meta-
physics of Taylor Swift, the past is 
entirely changeable. It’s the fu-
ture that’s fixed. Weird!

the precipice of both — some-
thing you could hear in the way 
she eagerly phrased her lyrics 
ahead of the beat, alert and alive. 
flash-forward, and her voice 
tends to sink and settle into 
those same words, suggesting 
that time might be irreversible 
after all. It’s acute during “Back 
to December,” a hallmark hit 
about a shoulda-been love in 
which the singer’s grown-up 
voice billows across a refrain 
where it once detonated. She 
isn’t living in this moment any-
more; she’s remembering it.

And, yes, that means Swift is 
remembering a song about how it 
felt to remember something, and, 
no, that isn’t the most severe 
scrambling of temporality in this 
bunch. The new version of “Never 
Grow Up” finds today’s Taylor 
reinhabiting her 20-year-old 
psyche as she sings to both her 
past and future selves. It’s a 
lullaby about the preservation of 
innocence, and hearing the titu-
lar refrain roll back around in 
2023 induces a sort of nostalgic 
claustrophobia. Even more sci-fi: 
“Timeless,” the most magnetic of 
the unreleased addendums in-
cluded here, a midtempo ballad 
in which a teenager daydreams 
about falling in love in 1958, and 
1944, and all the way back in the 
1500s. “You still would’ve been 
mine,” Swift sings from an undis-
closed coordinate in the space-
time continuum. “We would have 

enactments are quietly starting 
to resemble something like meta-
physics. Dominating the present 
and owning the future are no 
longer enough for her.

for someone doing the strenu-
ous work of transforming the 
deadlocked past into a malleable 
thing, Swift has been delicate. 
Listen closely to her original 
tracks against her revisions, and 
you can learn a lot about how 
music’s power resides in its finest 
subtleties, about how the most 
minuscule difference in timbre or 
timing can alter a note’s mood or 
meaning. Listen more broadly, 
and you might experience weird 
little jolts of time travel whenever 
Swift delivers her tightly wound 
teenage phrases in her unhurried 
adult voice. It’s her singing that 
ultimately makes this new ver-
sion of “Speak Now” feel slightly 
softer, slightly richer, a little more 
spacious, totally fastidious, but 
never rigid. It’s a replica that 
breathes.

And while you’re playing 
quantum leapfrog, try to remem-
ber that “Speak Now” originally 
landed roughly nine months af-
ter Swift’s “fearless” had won the 
Grammy for album of the year, 
the music industry’s most cov-
eted and history-making prize. 
Swift was 20 years old then, 
simultaneously stepping into 
her superstardom and her adult-
hood. “Speak Now” was an al-
bum about walking right up to 

Has anyone in human history 
rolled out of bed in the morning 
more famous than her? Better 
question: Has anyone this re-
vered cared this much about what 
many millions of strangers are 
thinking about them on an hourly 
basis without losing their focus, 
let alone their mind? These aren’t 
sycophantic puff-piece rhetori-
cals. Whenever you encounter a 
Taylor Swift song, you’re listening 
to a people-pleaser serenade a 
dangerously overpopulated plan-
et, and somehow, she still wants 
more. There’s something unprec-
edentedly freaky and single-
minded about that. forbes says 
Swift is worth about $740 million, 
yet, to our knowledge, she has not 
used it to buy a pet monkey, or a 
massive pile of drugs, or a space-
craft, or a secret island off New 
Zealand. She just keeps making 
music.

or remaking it. on friday, 
Swift released “Speak Now (Tay-
lor’s Version),” a rerecording of 
her spirited 2010 album, and the 
third in a series of painstaking 
redos after her master recordings 
were reportedly sold without her 
consent. So to reassert some legal 
and financial control over her 
work, Swift is entrenched in the 
mind-bending process of re-cre-
ating her first six albums, song for 
song, nearly note for note — with 
a few shelved songs from each 
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To some, the past is set in stone. To Taylor Swift, it’s malleable.
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Soup, originally required people 
to buy dozens of cans of soup to 
make their trendy paper dress in 
the style of Andy Warhol paint-
ings at home. Sklar said it’s 
possible to draw a “direct bee-
line” from the Souper to the 
sandwich-printed swimsuits of 
today.

Chatelain also referenced the 
Coca-Cola-branded sweatshirts 
of the ’80s. “Boutique-y” and 
“high-endish,” these limited-
edition garments became their 
own classic. “I think that what 
we’re seeing now is just a larger 
catalogue of those items,” she 
said. “And I think that, because 
of the distribution channels that 
are now available to us, more 
people can do it. more compa-
nies can do it with lower over-
head costs.”

In a way, the extent of this 
trend’s reach — garnering partici-
pation from brands as diverse as 
the Everyman’s Arby’s to the city 
socialite’s rao’s Homemade — 
could only be possible in the 
internet age.

The rise of the social media 
influencer economy has meant 
that brands can leverage individ-
uals’ online presence to do their 
advertising work for them. All 
food brands have to do is sell a 
product that social media users 
are excited enough to buy and 
flaunt to their followers. “This is 
not any different than when prod-
uct placement got really common 
in sitcoms and all of that,” Sklar 
said. “We are the TV show now, 
instead of ‘friends’ being the TV 
show. We’re doing product place-
ment for all of them, and yet we’re 

paying for it instead of being paid. 
It’s gross, but it’s understandable. 
It’s not new.”

That kind of advertising finds 
power in its sheer visibility. “All of 
this stuff is super visual. All of it is 
recognizable in a thumb scroll,” 
Sklar added. “People have about a 
microsecond of attention, and 
they scroll past, and you need to 
be able to have an advertisement 
that [works] fast.”

But the internet has also facili-
tated the kinds of communities 
that this food franchise merchan-
dising thrives on. Platforms such 
as Twitter and TikTok encourage 
debates about the best french 
fries or the best pasta sauce, 
allowing online communities to 
coalesce around their interests as 
a marker of identity. Entire fan-
doms can form around the Arby’s 
10-gallon hat, and those fandoms 
can move offline through brand-
ed merchandise.

The internet also drives virali-
ty in other ways. Take the exam-
ple of Panera’s BAGuette: re-
leased in January, the bag ca-
tered to a community of fashion 
fans on TikTok whose interests 
fell somewhere between camp 
absurdity and archival Y2K fash-
ion. modeled after the fendi 
baguette bags of the early 
aughts, Panera’s foray into Gen Z 
fashion sold out the three times 
it was stocked. The second time, 
it sold out in 90 seconds, accord-
ing to martin. The third time, it 
took mere hours.

Speaking of a product like the 
Arby’s Beefy Aloha swimsuit, 
Sklar said, “it’s ridiculous, but 
also a conversation starter. It’s 

campy and light and fandom and 
silly, and that’s part of fashion 
merchandising is reflecting the 
cultural mood.”

“Society is polarized,” she 
added. “It is dark, it’s so tragic 
that this is almost a pendulum 
swing the other way for people 
to have something, some frivoli-
ty.”

But while frivolity might be 
enticing consumers, apparel’s 
role as a form of marketing for 
the companies is clear: “We’re 
not trying to become an apparel 
brand, or a fashion brand. We’re 
happy to have that be a comple-
ment to us, but our bread and 
butter is literally bread and but-
ter,” Panera’s martin said, citing 
the ways the recently minted 
Panera Shop brings welcome at-
tention to the franchise.

And in a fashion environment 
attempting to reckon with the 
environmental concerns of fast 
fashion, of trendy products con-
sumed for the mere sake of 
consumption, a marketing strat-
egy that relies on restaurant 
loyalists and non-loyalists alike 
buying limited-edition novelty 
items might not be a sustainable 
one.

“my personal opinion is it’s 
probably a lot of the cultural 
things, whether it’s the fandom 
or the camp or we’re trying to 
get away from the darkness of 
Trump life and pandemic and 
everything, but I do think we’re 
just being fed more products,” 
Sklar said. “It’s just … marketing 
campaigns, using TikTok, using 
influencers, just like everything. 
It’s just more crap.”

RepUblic RecoRdS/Ap

On Friday, Taylor Swift released “Speak Now (Taylor’s Version),” 
a rerecording of her 2010 album. It’s the third of six albums the 
superstar intends to re-create, with the first two released in 2021.

“The thing that’s interesting about fast food 
is that so much of its appeal to consumers

 is about everything but the food:
 It’s the advertising.

Marcia Chatelain, a Georgetown University professor
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Will Furbys’ fierce following 
balk at their makeover? 

A new model is coming for the 25th anniversary — but it’s less scary than older ones

regardless of the specifics of 
the arrangement, the end of the 
Times sports desk marks a signif-
icant departure from how the 
newspaper has covered sports for 
decades. Columnists red Smith 
and Dave Anderson won Pulitzer 
Prizes, and its sports coverage 
was a leader in coverage of con-
cussions in the NfL and steroid 
use in baseball.

It also represents a new era for 
the Athletic.

“Six years ago, one of the 
founders of The Athletic bragged 
in the pages of the New York 
Times sports section that he 
would ‘wait every local paper out 
and let them continuously bleed 
until we are the last ones stand-
ing,’” Kevin Draper, an investiga-
tive reporter on the Times’s 
sports desk, wrote in a text mes-
sage.

Draper, who wrote that story, 
added, “I guess he was right.”

a number of websites from its 
network of team-specific fan sites 
in January. Just this week, the 
Los Angeles Times announced 
that its revamped sports section 
will no longer have box scores, 
standings, daily schedules, game 
stories or TV listings.

Longtime sports journalist 
and former New York Times 
reporter robert Lipsyte, who 
started as a copy boy at the 
paper in 1957, called the move to 
disband the sports desk 
“strange” but said it represented 
“a really great opportunity” if 
the company can articulate a 
clear vision for what sports cov-
erage should be. “What is their 
attitude for sports?” Lipsyte said 
in a phone call monday. “Is it an 
extension of the cultural depart-
ment? Is it entertainment? or is 
it an aspect of news and Ameri-
can life that we should be cover-
ing seriously?”

operate as an independent news-
room and that there are no plans 
for restructuring or other signifi-
cant changes in response to the 
Times’s announcement.

The Athletic announced last 
month that it was laying off 
around 20 staffers and shifting 
its coverage strategy, reducing 
the number of teams that will be 
covered by dedicated beat report-
ers. It has around 3 million 
subscribers now, according to the 
Times, but lost nearly $8 million 
in the first quarter this year, 
according to the Times’s most 
recent public filings.

The shuttering of the Times 
sports desk is emblematic of the 
ongoing erosion of traditional 
sports journalism. Sports media 
giant ESPN recently laid off a 
number of high-profile analysts; 
Sports Illustrated has been de-
graded by rounds of layoffs in 
recent years; and Vox media axed 

repeatedly told the masthead 
that the way the process was 
handled was disgraceful. Sports 
staffers met with higher-ups 
throughout the day and were 
given new assignments within 
the newsroom. Some were as-
signed to the newly created 
sports business desk, others the 
national, obituaries and break-
ing-news desks. No layoffs are 
planned, the company said.

After the Times’s announce-
ment, the Athletic’s publisher, 
David Perpich, wrote to Athletic 
staffers that he was “pleased” 
with the change, calling it a “big 
step” for the publication. The 
change, he said, will expose 
“many more readers to our sto-
ries and our brand, which will 
allow us to further expand the 
audience for the excellent work 
we do.”

The note from Perpich said 
that the Athletic will continue to 

there has been friction in how the 
Athletic should operate in con-
junction with the Times’s own 
sports desk, which, as of last year, 
had around 40 to 50 people. 
There was notable overlap in 
coverage between the two news-
rooms, which prompted Kahn to 
tell sports staffers earlier this 
year that there needed to be more 
integration between the two 
staffs.

As fears mounted that their 
desk would be dismantled, Times 
sports staffers wrote a letter to 
company executives over the 
weekend demanding input into 
the section’s future.

The Times made its announce-
ment as its leaders were meeting 
with sports staffers monday 
morning. The meeting, which 
was in person and virtual, was 
described as contentious by two 
people who attended it. Several 
sports staffers were in tears and 

tempting to outsource union jobs 
on our sports desk to a non-union 
Times subsidiary under the pre-
posterous argument that The 
Times can ‘subcontract’ its sports 
coverage to itself.”

“We are not going to allow 
union jobs to be replaced by 
non-union labor,” Ken Belson, a 
sports reporter covering the NfL, 
said in a statement distributed by 
the guild.

The Times bought the Athletic 
last year for $550 million in an 
effort to boost its subscription 
business and add to its noncore 
news offerings, such as cooking 
and games. The Athletic, a start-
up that launched in 2016, 
brought with it around 1 million 
paid subscribers, thanks to 
around $140 million in venture-
capital funding.

Since the acquisition, however, 
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Times to rely on Athletic for coverage, send sports sta≠ers to other positions 

learned during his time in the 
U.S. Navy — the toys gradually 
“learn” to speak English (or any 
of the other languages that Has-
bro makes them in). In a cultural 
sense, furby’s language capabili-
ties place it somewhere between 
the yellow minions from the 
Despicable me franchise, who 
speak minionese, and James 
Wan’s murderous robot m3GAN, 
who can adapt to the person 
playing with her.

To be clear, furbys aren’t actu-
ally picking up speech. “They 
basically have an internal clock 
that says the more times they’re 
turned on, the more they start 
including English phrases into 
their vocabularies,” said Gavin 
Wilson, a 19-year-old who has 
collected around 400 furbys.

But back in 1998, when furby 
felt more like a precursor to 
“Black mirror” than a silly toy, 
people believed it could record 
and repeat conversations. This 
ambiguous form of artificial intel-
ligence was then banned by the 
National Security Agency and the 
federal Aviation Administration, 
which was worried that furbys 
could interfere with a plane’s 
instruments during takeoff.

 “I love that the NSA banned 
them,” said Sanders-Jacob, 31. “I 
just think that’s so interesting 
that this ’90s toy caused all this 
panic. It’s indicative of how peo-
ple don’t like advances in tech-
nology, because they don’t really 
understand it.”

 ‘A little bizarre child’
Hampton’s initial vision for 

furby was simple. As he told the 
New York Times in 1998, he was 

inspired after seeing a Tamag-
otchi at the 1997 Toy fair, and set 
out to make an interactive toy 
that was also pettable.

 “David had decided to make a 
ball of fur anthropomorphic, and 
the name furby came from his 
son, who pointed out the toy did 
in fact look like [a] ball of fur,” 
Boyd said.

Though furby has always been 
able to talk, scream, dance and 
sleep (among other functions), 
the one thing it hasn’t been able 
to do until now is shut down. 
Stephanie Ezzo, an artist who 
has customized hundreds of fur-
bys to sell on Etsy, said she 
usually takes the batteries out 
while she works on them, be-
cause “they make noise every 
time you move them, [so] it 
would just be overwhelming.”

 “It can also just start making 
noises just by itself, and most of 
the time, it’s telling you it’s 
hungry or it’s tired,” Ezzo said. 
“It’s like having a little bizarre 
child.”

There’s no shortage of people 
who dislike the furbys’ needi-
ness: “In my 25-plus years of 
writing about tech, this is the 
only device I’ve tested that left 
my entire family pleading with 
me to turn it off within minutes 
of unboxing,” Christopher Null 
wrote in his Wired review of 
2016’s furby Connect.

Though they’re not spies, fur-
bys have been known to say and 
do some haunting things. When 
a programmer hooked a furby 
up to ChatGPT earlier this year, 
the disembodied face said: “fur-
bys’ plan to take over the world 
involves infiltrating households 

through their cute and cuddly 
appearance, then using their ad-
vanced AI technology to manipu-
late and control their owners. 
They will slowly expand their 
influence until they have com-
plete domination over humani-
ty.”

And even when furbys aren’t 
connected to an AI chatbot, they 
can still freak people out.

 “I had one in my room that 
just came on by itself at night,” 
Ezzo said.

Such stories are part of what 
interests collectors such as 
Sanders-Jacob, who writes hor-
ror fiction. “There’s this fear 
factor, where a lot of people 
come up to me and say, ‘I’m 
scared of furbys, I don’t like 
them.’ I don’t know any other 
toy that has that lore.”

The toys’ freakiness can prob-
ably be attributed to the popular-
ity of animatronics in the 1980s 
and ’90s, which were used in 
some movies and at places such 
as Chuck E. Cheese.

 “It’s like ‘five Nights at fred-
dy’s,’ the video game. It’s that 
same kind of haunted, anima-
tronic appearance with the gi-
gantic eyes,” rose said. “And if 
you even look at animatronics at 
Disneyland and Disney World 
now, they’ve moved away from 
that style of puppetry.”

 ‘Make the weirdest thing 
you can imagine’

There are many dedicated 
members of the furby communi-
ty who can hack the toys, altering 
their technology, or modify 
them, a process that can include 
dyeing the original fur color by 

“skinning” the exterior from the 
inner robot, changing its eye 
color, sewing it into a new shape 
or body, and making custom hair 
and accessories.

Devin Gardner, 28, modifies 
furbys and runs several accounts 
under the name Longfurbyfam, 
with about 214,000 followers on 
Instagram and more than 
600,000 on TikTok.

Since he created the account 
about four years ago, Longfurby-
fam has become Gardner’s full-
time job, creating digital content 
and sewing more than 1,000 long 
furbys that he has sold on Etsy.

 “first, I got hooked on long 
furbys,” Gardner said, referring 
to the absurdly modified furbys 
with chubby, snakelike bodies. “I 
saw them in, I think, a Vice 
article in 2018, and I don’t think 
I’d ever been so quickly obsessed 
with something. It was like a 
lightbulb went off.”

 “It was just like, ‘That is the 
wackiest thing I’ve ever seen,’” he 
continued. “It was cute but kind 
of off-putting. I think it hit a 
weird uncanny valley kind of 
reaction. And I think just the fact 
that [long furbys] are all hand-
made by someone really got to 
me.”

With encouragement from 
friends, Gardner made an Insta-
gram for his long furbys, where 
he would post photos of them 
sitting around the house or put-
ting on a single shoe. Soon 
enough, he was introducing 
named characters and creating 
plots to keep followers engaged.

Gardner isn’t the only furby 
content creator who has cap-
tured a wide audience. There are 

plenty of accounts, such as 
@furbyliving, where pop stars 
are given furby faces; 
@sexyfurby69, where miscella-
neous objects are given the furby 
treatment; and @sophiegstark, 
where terrifying creatures such 
as “Beefby” and “Shrimpby” are 
created.

 “I think, on a broader scale, 
[the account attracts] people 
who appreciate surreal, kind of 
wacky art pieces,” Gardner said. 
“And I think that’s what a lot of 
customized furbys are: just a 
blank canvas to make the weird-
est thing you can imagine.”

And artists have certainly 
found ways to turn furbys into 
anything and everything. Ezzo’s 
customs include pop culture 
references — furbys inspired by 
Bert and Ernie, “midsommar” 
and “The flintstones” — and 
interpretations of more ab-
stract concepts, such as froot 
Loops. Chyenne rotsch, 35, sells 
furbys inspired by things such 
as Austin Powers, cannabis and 
Elvira via her facebook page 
and Etsy.

 “It’s about seeing [furbys] in a 
different way,” rotsch said. “I’ll 
have a lot of people comment, 
‘I’m scared of furbys, but this is 
the coolest thing I’ve ever seen.’ I 
think it kind of makes them 
come around.”

A new dawn for Furby
The new furby recently made 

its in-person debut outside of 
VidCon Anaheim 2023. The pur-
ple and coral creatures were 
scattered across bookshelves and 
various colorful backdrops deco-
rated with inflatable bubble 
chairs, tiny vinyl players and 
iridescent roller skates to evoke 
the ’90s.

The toys seemed overwhelmed 
by all the overlapping voices and 
music, with many of them not 
understanding the commands 
that people were saying to them.

 “furby, dance party!” one in-
fluencer repeated over and over 
and over, as they tried to capture 
a video with an unresponsive 
furby. When one coral furby 
managed to understand that I 
was there, it asked whether it 
had a booger, told me it would 
become “president of the moon” 
and sang me a generic song.

The newest furbys are objec-
tively less scary than the origi-
nals, but that also makes them 
less distinct from all the other 
colorful, fuzzy blobs in the toy 
aisle. Though they still have 
beaks and feet, 2023’s furbys 
have been modified with out-
landish ears, a small heart-
shaped button on each forehead 
and eyes that look like the plead-
ing-face emoji.

And as a different furby takes 
the spotlight, there are certainly 
people who still yearn for reis-
sues of past generations of the 
toy. Complaints about the fur-
bys’ new unmoving beaks 
abound, and plenty of people 
have said they look like “knock-
offs.”

Yet many fans have urged one 
another to refrain from bashing 
the new design. Those welcom-
ing the new toy have praised its 
cuteness and capabilities as they 
discover new phrases and ac-
tions.

 “The more furbys the merri-
er,” one fan commented in a 
furby collectors group on face-
book. “of course they’re not like 
the old ones but they’re also not 
supposed to be.”

As vast and varied as furby 
collectors are, the general ethos 
seems to be uplifting each other’s 
excitement.

 “The furby community, I feel, 
is a weirdly wholesome commu-
nity,” Gardner said. “furbys sort 
of represent an acceptance of 
making your own mold and em-
bracing difference.”

 “And most furby enjoyers — 
despite this friendly arms race of 
making the most disturbing fur-
by — they all seem to get along,” 
he continued, “and are binded by 
these weird little bird pets.”

— Los Angeles Times

W
hen Stephanie Sand-
ers-Jacob woke up 
June 22, it felt a bit 
like Christmas: Has-

bro had announced a new furby 
for the first time in almost seven 
years.

 “I have to admit, I cried,” said 
Sanders-Jacob, who has a collec-
tion of about 40. “I’ve already 
ordered two — one in each color.” 

It may have been decades 
since you last thought about 
furby, the genderless part-owl, 
part-hamster-like toy with dead-
pan humanlike eyes that can 
most accurately be compared to 
the mogwai from the 1980s mov-
ie “Gremlins.” But since furbys 
debuted in 1998, about 58 mil-
lion have been sold, and the 
animatronic novelty has main-
tained legions of dedicated fans. 
It has remained a relevant part of 
pop culture, having its face su-
perimposed onto various celebri-
ties and objects, and making 
cameos in movies such as “Uncut 
Gems” and “The mitchells vs. the 
machines.” (In the latter, small 
furbys summon the world’s larg-
est furby to wreak havoc against 
a human family.)

Even before the recent an-
nouncement, there had been 
speculation for months that Has-
bro would release a new furby 
for the toy’s 25th anniversary. A 
prototype was leaked on eBay in 
march, and fans quickly spun 
into a frenzy. “I WANT THEm To 
BE CrEEPY AGAIN,” one com-
menter wrote. “oH mY GoD oH 
mY GoS oH mY GoD,” said 
another.

Kim Boyd, Hasbro’s head of 
toys, said in an email that the 
new furby, which retails for 
$69.99 on Amazon and hits 
stores July 15, has more than 600 
reactions to discover, including 
lights, sounds, phrases and 10 
unique songs. Boyd added that 
the toy also understands five 
commands: “dance party,” “copy 
cat,” “tell my fortune,” “let’s chill” 
and “light show.” one of the most 
distinct features of this furby 
model is that it has an “off” 
button, so you can rest assured 
that you won’t be woken up at 
3 a.m. by a song or a screech.

But what has helped furby 
endure 25 years of changing 
trends? I talked to dedicated fans 
about its legacy and met the new 
furby at its in-person debut out-
side VidCon Anaheim to find out.

A creature ahead of its time
According to megan Catherine 

rose, an Australian researcher 
who studies the aesthetics and 
sociology of creepy-cute zoomor-
phic cyberpets, the toy’s strange 
design is part of what made the 
original furby so memorable.

 “furby, for some reason, was 
annoying and owlish,” rose said. 
“It’s a weird hybridization of 
different animal-like qualities.”

 “You’ve got a bird beak, you’ve 
got catlike ears, you’ve got a little 
tuft of fluff at the top, and then 
they’ve combined that with hu-
man eyes with these yassified 
lashes,” she continued.

But furbys have gone through 
many iterations, with different 
generations, colorways, friends 
and special editions being re-
leased. The extra-creepy Emoto-
Tronic furbys of 2005 look dis-
tinctly different from 2013’s 
striped and polka-dotted furby 
Booms and 2001’s odd, clam-like 
Shelby line.

No matter the model, furbys’ 
eyes have always been a talking 
point. “They’re very fluffy, cutesy 
little creatures, but they’ve got 
the forward-facing eyes, which 
are very human and also very, 
like, predator, which is kind of 
unnerving,” said raven muir, 
who has a collection of around 
50 furbys.

Yet the main reason furbys 
have gotten so much attention 
over the past 25 years is that they 
can talk. Though they’re pro-
grammed to start speaking in 
furbish — a language that was 
inspired by the Japanese, Thai, 
Chinese and Hebrew that furby 
co-creator Dave Hampton 

Business Wire/AP

Though they still have beaks and feet, 2023’s Furbys have been modified with outlandish ears and a heart-shaped button above their eyes.
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Television
BROADCAST CHANNELS 

77//1111//2233  7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30 
4.1 WRC (NBC) + NBC News + Hollywood + America's Got Talent + Hot Wheels-Challenge + News (:35) + J. Fallon
4.2 WRC (IND) Bones Frasier Frasier Frasier Frasier Roseanne Roseanne The Nanny The Nanny 
5.1 WTTG (Fox) + MLB Pre-Game (Live) + 2023 MLB All-Star Game National League at American League (Live) + Fox 5 News at 10 
7.1 WJLA (ABC) + Wheel + Jeopardy! + Celebrity Wheel + Celebrity Jeopardy! + Shark Tank + News + J.Kimmel 
9.1 WUSA (CBS) + News + ET + FBI + FBI: International + FBI: Most Wanted + 9 News (:35) + Colbert
14.1 WFDC (UNI) + Eternamente amándonos + El amor invencible + Mujer + Noticias + Noticiero 
20.1 WDCA (MNTV) + FamFeud + Family Feud + Fox 5 News On the Plus + FamFeud + FamFeud + Big Bang + Big Bang + Chicago Fire 
22.1 WMPT (PBS) + Farm + Outdoors + Finding Your Roots + Frontline + Iconic America + Amanpour and Company 
26.1 WETA (PBS) + PBS NewsHour + Finding Your Roots + Frontline + Iconic America + Amanpour and Company 
32.1 WHUT (PBS) + DW News + Rubenstein + America ReFramed + Nature + Veterans + BBC News + In a Whole 
50.1 WDCW (CW) + Neighbor + Neighbor + Greatest Geek + Whose Line + Whose Line + DC News Now + Seinfeld + Seinfeld 
66.1 WPXW (ION) + Chicago Fire + Chicago Fire + Chicago Fire + Chicago Fire + Chicago Fire 

CABLE CHANNELS 
A&E Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Customer Storage Storage (:05) Storage (:35) Storage
AMC (5:45) Movie: Police Academy Movie: National Lampoon's Vacation ++ (1983) Movie: Vegas Vacation + (1997) 
Animal Planet Lone Star Law Lone Star Law Lone Star Law Yellowstone Wardens Yellowstone Wardens 
BET (6:40) Celebrity (:50) Celebrity Family Feud Celebrity Family Feud Celebrity Family Feud Movie: Best Man Holiday 
Bravo (6:30) House.. (:45) The Real Housewives The Real Housewives WatchWhat (:45) Luann (:15) Luann Housewives 
Cartoon Network King/Hill King/Hill King/Hill King/Hill Burgers Burgers American American American Rick 
CNN E. B. OutFront (Live) Cooper 360 (Live) The Source With Kait (Live) CNN Primetime (Live) CNN Tonight (Live) 
Comedy Central The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office South Park 
Discovery (6:00) Deadliest Catch Deadliest Catch Contraband: Seized Brink of Disaster Sinkholes: Swallowed Alive
Disney Kiff Kiff Big City Big City Ladybug Ladybug Marvel's Marvel's Moon Girl and Devil Dinosaur 
E! Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam Mod Fam E! News Sex-City 
ESPN The ESPY's Preview Special The Ultimate Fighter The Ultimate Fighter The Ultimate Fighter SportsCenter (Live) 
ESPN2 Baseball E60 NBA Basketball Phoenix Suns vs. New Orleans Pelicans Basketball Chicago Bulls vs. Sacramento Kings (Live) 
Food Network Chopped Chopped Supermarket Stakeout Supermarket Stakeout Supermarket Stakeout 
Fox News Jesse Watters (Live) Fox News Tonight (Live) Hannity (Live) The Ingraham Angle (Live) Gutfeld! 
Freeform (6:30) Movie: The Emoji Movie + (2017) Movie: Sing +++ (2016) The 700 Club 
FX (6:00) Movie: A Good Day to ... Movie: Mission: Impossible Rogue Nation +++ (2015) Movie: Skyscraper ++ 
Hallmark (6:00) Movie: My Christmas ... Movie: A Maple Valley Christmas (2022) Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls 
Hallmark M&M Movie: Hidden Gems (2022) Movie: All of My Heart: The Wedding (2018) Murder, She Wrote 
HBO (5:50) Movie: Live Free or Di... Movie: Shazam! Fury of the Gods ++ (2023) (:15) Last Call: Killer Gemstones MarcMaron 
HGTV No Demo Reno Windy City Rehab Windy City Rehab Hunters Hunters Int'l Dreamhouse (:35) Hunt Intl
History Skinwalker Ranch Secret of Skinwalker Skinwalker Ranch (:05) Beyond Skinwalker (:05) Beyond Skinwalker 
Lifetime Castle Property Property Property Property Everything (:35) Property (:05) Property (:35) Property
MASN BIG3 Basketball Fight Sports WCK 
MSNBC The ReidOut (Live) All In With (Live) Alex Wagner Tonight (Live) The Last Word With (Live) 11th Hour (Live) 
MTV Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta Caught in the (SP) The Chi The Chi 
Nat’l Geographic Shark Superpower When Sharks Attack 360 When Sharks Attack When Sharks Attack When Sharks Attack 360 
NBC SportsNet WA Basketball Seattle Storm at Washington Mystics (Live) Mystics Contenders Contenders NBA Summer League Basketball 
Nickelodeon Movie: Hotel Transylvania ++ (2012) Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends 
NWSN On Balance Cuomo Dan Abrams Live (Live) Banfield Cuomo 
PARMT Two Men Two Men Movie: The Departed +++ (2006) Movie: Jack Reacher ++ 
Syfy (6:30) Movie: Back to the Future +++ (1985) Movie: Back to the Future Part II +++ (1989) Movie 
TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Burgers Burgers 
TCM (5:45) Movie: Harper ++++ Movie: Ocean's Eleven +++ (1960) (:15) Movie: The Las Vegas Story ++ (1952) 
TLC OutDaughtered OutDaughtered (SP) Doubling Down 40-Year-Old Child 
TNT (5:00) Movie: Captain Ameri... Movie: Knives Out +++ (2019) (:45) Movie: 2012 ++ (2009) 
Travel Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures 
TruTV Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Movie: Central Intelligence ++ (2016) 
TV Land Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond (:05) King (:40) King 
TV One Cosby Show Cosby Show Living Single Living Single Living Single Living Single Living Single Living Single Living Single Living Single 
USA Network Law & Order: SVU WWE NXT (Live) Movie: Olympus Has Fallen ++ (2013) 
VH1 Movie: 2 Guns ++ (2013) Movie: Brooklyn's Finest ++ (2009) (P) 
WNC8 Pocket Hose Income! Fed Gov 7News at 6 SportsTalk World News WJLA News Relief The National Desk (Live) 

LEGEND: Bold indicates new or live programs + High Definition  Movie Ratings (from TMS)  ++++ Excellent  +++ Good  ++ Fair  + Poor  No stars: not rated
 

Deadliest Catch (Discovery at 8) 
Johnathan makes Captain Keith an 
enticing offer, so he repositions his 
pots; Bob stalks a pod of porpoises 
to her first big solo haul; after 
being fired from the Wizard, Jacob 
hopes to follow his dream of 
becoming a captain on a different 
boat.

Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta (Mtv at 
8) spice arrives in the Cayman 
islands for her first performance in 
months; amy extends an olive 
branch to her sisters, leaving her 
mom in the cold; Jessica worries 
her life may be derailed thanks to a 
health scare.

Frontline: Putin’s Crisis (PBs; 
check local listings) Chronicling 
Russian President vladimir Putin’s 
rise, his issues at home and 
abroad, and the ways in which the 
war against Ukraine has 
threatened his power.

When sharks Attack. . . and Why 
(national geographic at 9) 
Beachgoers in australia are bitten 
by an unexpected and mysterious 
shark species.

Contraband: seized at the 
Border (Discovery at 9:01) Meth is 
discovered inside the walls of a 

trailer; brothers get caught 
smuggling prescription medication; 
Mexican delicacies are taken at 
the border.

iconic America: Our symbols 
and stories With David 
rubenstein (PBs; check local 
listings) Exploring the evolving 
meaning of the statue of Liberty 
and the ways it symbolizes the 
values and conflicts in the United 
states.

storage Wars (a&E at 10:01) Lisa 
looks to channel her grandmother 
and turn a profit while in santa 
ana, Calif.; Brandi has an incredibly 
frustrating day; Darrell tries to 
make a big profit out of a tiny 
locker.

Miniseries

Betrayal: the Perfect Husband 
(Hulu) Following the story of how 
one woman learned that her 
husband, high school teacher 
spencer Herron, was engaging in 
inappropriate behavior with his 
teenage students.

retUrninG

Caught in the Act: Unfaithful 
(Mtv at 9) season 2.

— Olivia McCormack

tV HiGHLiGHts

tLC

OutDaughtered (tLC at 9) the Busbys return for season 9 to share more 
heartwarming moments with their daughter-full family.

worked with her to create the 
shows.

“I hate to disappoint anyone,” 
she said.

Madonna first announced the 
35-city tour in January, with ex-
pected shows in New York, D.C. 
and London, among others. The 
tour’s aim was to highlight Ma-
donna’s “unmatched catalog of 
music from the past 40 plus 
years,” according to a news re-
lease.

Previously, she was injured in 
horseback-riding accidents in 
2005 and 2009. In 2020, she said 
she would undergo a regenerative 
treatment for missing cartilage a 
few months after she canceled a 
performance in Lisbon.

After axing that show, Madon-
na wrote on social media, “I must 
listen to my body and rest!!”

Houston has already encouraged 
fans to hold on to their seats, “as 
they will be valid for the new 
dates.”

The tour’s original delay was 
announced shortly after she was 
rushed to the hospital June 24 
with a bacterial infection. Her 
representatives did not respond 
to The Washington Post’s request 
for comment.

Madonna’s statement marked 
her first public comments since 
she was hospitalized, but she did 
not share specifics about her in-
fection. (The statement did, how-
ever, include a selfie.)

The 64-year-old singer said 
Monday that she thought first of 
her children during the hospital 
scare. But she said she also con-
sidered the fans who bought tick-
ets to her tour and the people who 

BY HERB SCRIBNER

Madonna has delayed her 2023 
Celebration Tour for the second 
time following her health scare in 
June from a bacterial infection, 
the pop singer announced Mon-
day. 

The North American leg of the 
tour, which was slated to begin 
July 15 in Vancouver, will be 
pushed to an unspecified start 
date, and the tour will instead 
begin in Europe in October, she 
wrote.

“My focus now is my health and 
getting stronger and I assure you, 
I’ll be back with you as soon as I 
can,” she wrote in a statement 
shared to her social media.

Though Madonna didn’t ex-
plain what fans should do with 
their tickets, the Toyota Center in 

Madonna again delays start of tour 

I trust this camp guy very 
much. My boyfriend is very 
sweet, but I can’t help but feel 
as if I can’t trust him 
sometimes. I feel as if he is 
occasionally sneaky. Sometimes 
he dodges my questions. What 
do you think? What should I do?

— Conflicted

Conflicted: Working at a 
summer camp is like being on a 
movie set, offering ideal and 
otherworldly conditions that 
are ideal for romance (or 
hookups). When contemplating 
a summertime love match, 
here’s what you should not do: 
Hunt for, or invent, ways in 
which your sweet boyfriend 
isn’t worthy. If you want to 
break up with your boyfriend to 
explore this other relationship, 
make sure you do so cleanly, 
honestly and respectfully.

Dear Amy: “Don’t Know What 
To Say” was single and 
struggling to respond to her 
married co-workers who say 
they envy her single status. Your 
response was totally off the 
mark!

“I think it would be great at 
work if we didn’t voice our 
assumptions about each other’s 
personal life” sounds like an 
angry retort. Better to respond 
with a lighthearted, “Life has so 
many challenges, rewards and 
perks.” End the chat on a 
positive note.

— Surprised by You

Surprised: I think you’re right.

amy's column appears seven days a 
week at washingtonpost.com/advice. 
Write to askamy@amydickinson.com 
or amy Dickinson, P.o. Box 194, 
Freeville, n.Y. 13068.  You can also 
follow her @askingamy.

©   2023 by amy Dickinson. Distributed by 

tribune Content agency.

Single Parent: You say you 
don’t mind your husband being 
on his phone, if he is doing 
something you approve of. I 
agree with you that the level of 
distraction you describe is not 
good parenting. Parents should 
do their utmost to have two 
free hands when dealing with a 
toddler and a baby.

You can’t have two free 
hands if you are using one hand 
to hold a phone. I wonder 
whether you might reach a 
compromise whereby your 
husband agrees to listen to 
music or a podcast instead of 
watching or scrolling on his 
phone. I don’t think that 
branding him as a “bad dad” is 
helpful. Every parent needs 
“free time.”

I interpret this as a time 
when you are not with the 
children, either because they 
are in bed asleep, or because 
you are physically away from 
them. You and your husband 
should each have some time 
when you are completely free of 
child-care duties. Couples often 
achieve this on the weekends, 
when they “tag team” on 
Saturdays.

And couples really do need 
their “we time.” This is the time 
(aside from marriage 
counseling) when you focus on 
each other and maintain your 
own adult relationship, with no 
children (or phones) to distract 
you.

Dear Amy: I am having 
conflicting feelings. I think I 
am in love with someone from 
my work as a summer camp 
counselor, but I have a 
boyfriend. We have been 
together for almost four years. I 
am in love with my boyfriend, 
too, which is why I am so 
confused and conflicted. I am 
losing sleep over this. I don’t 
know what to do.

Dear Amy: My 
husband and I 
have two children 
under the age of 
3. Most of the 
time when my 

husband watches the kids, he is 
on his phone. Even when our 11-
month-old is practicing walking, 
he holds her by the arm as he 
walks with his eyes glued to his 
other hand, which is holding his 
phone. If I say something, he 
gets all defensive.

With our first child, I called 
him a bad dad because he was 
always on his phone or just 
holding him watching 
television (basically not 
interacting with his child). He 
was very hurt by this and said 
I was out of line and 
disrespectful for saying it.

Honestly, I would not mind as 
much if he was doing something 
productive on the phone for the 
family (such as looking up 
recipes, researching something 
that broke or planning a family 
trip), but it is just videos or 
Reddit.

To make me more upset, he 
does not consider this to be 
“free time.” He would like one 
to two hours a day. (I think we 
all would.) “Free time” for him, 
or “personal care,” as he calls 
it, is no kids while relaxing 
and watching videos. Free time 
for me is taking a shower with 
no kids or taking them on a 
walk. (I am a stay-at-home 
parent.)

I am just struggling with 
how to explain to him that 
your kids are here now, not on 
a screen. We did go to marriage 
counseling for a year, but it did 
not work so well. It turned 
into: If I am struggling, then I 
need to pay for help or depend 
on my family, because my 
expectations are higher than 
his.

— Basically a Single Parent

Dad stays on phone when  with his kids
Ask Amy
Amy 
Dickinson

Evan agostini/invision/aP

Madonna, seen in 2019, first postponed her Celebration Tour in June because of a bacterial infection.
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Dear Miss 
Manners: My 
husband and I 
have gone to 
several 
restaurants that 
have valet 
parking. When 
walking into the 
restaurant, there 

is a sign saying there is an $8 
service charge for the parking. Do 
we just pay the service charge, or 
do we give a tip in addition to the 
charge?

Does the valet service charge count as the tip?
Miss 
Manners
JudIth 
MartIN, 
JacobINa 
MartIN aNd 
NIcholas 
Ivor MartIN

Restaurateurs are trying to 
change the common-sense 
meaning of “service charge.” To 
Miss Manners, and in standard 
usage, it means the price of 
service is on the bill. But now, it is 
not included in the cost of food, 
presumably because the owners 
do not want to scare you by 
seeming to raise prices, and they 
figure you will not notice if it is 
listed separately.

Therefore, if you feel sorrier for 
the waitstaff or the valet parkers 
than the owners do, you should 

still tip. Miss Manners does. That 
is not to say she lacks sympathy 
for the trials of the restaurant 
business. If food costs the 
restaurants more, it is only right 
that they charge more. But she 
could do without that little 
subterfuge.

Dear Miss Manners: Can you 
please advise me on how to 
quickly and politely end a call 
with a customer service agent?

The agents often continue to 
ask whether they have addressed 

all my needs and whether there is 
anything else they can do for me. 
This feels like a script they are 
required to read. What do you 
think?

That, of course, it is a script, not 
an attempt to prolong the 
conversation. And that it is not 
much of a burden to reply, “Thank 
you, goodbye.”

Dear Miss Manners: An old 
college friend contacted me 
because her mother was in a 

nursing home in poor health. I 
had been close to her mother, to 
the whole family in fact, at one 
time, though I had not heard from 
her in about 20 years. (There was 
no rift, just busy lives.)

I accepted the invitation to 
come visit her ailing mother and 
to stay in my friend’s home. They 
live in a city about 1,200 miles 
away. I drove out there (my 
preference), which took three 
days and two overnight stops. On 
the evening I arrived, my friend 
told me that her adult son had 
come for a surprise visit.

He was occupying the guest 
room. I would have to stay 
elsewhere. There was a bit of 

bother, finding a place to stay at 
the last minute in an unfamiliar 
area, and a bit of expense, but it 
proved manageable. I have 
sometimes wondered: What 
would be the correct thing for a 
hostess to do in such 
circumstances?

Put the son on the sofa.

New Miss Manners columns are 
posted Monday through Saturday on 
washingtonpost.com/advice. You can 
send questions to Miss Manners at 
missmanners.com. You can also follow 
her @RealMissManners.

©   2023 Judith Martin

DISTRICT
AMC Georgetown 14

   3111 K Street N.W.    
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:30-6:00-9:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:25-
3:55-7:10-10:20
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
12:15-2:45-5:20-10:25
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:50-3:55-9:45
Elemental (PG)  CC: 12:15-2:55
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13)  CC: 
3:00-6:30-10:00
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00-2:30-5:05-
7:40-10:15
Asteroid City (PG-13)  CC: 
1:50-4:20-9:30
Past Lives (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-
2:35-5:10-10:20
The Blackening (R)  CC: 
1:15-10:05
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 1:30
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:55-3:20-
5:45-8:10-10:30
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 1:00-4:05-7:05
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 3:30-4:30-8:00-10:30-11:30
No Hard Feelings (R)  OC: 7:55
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 1:10-3:40-
8:15-10:05
Elemental (PG)  OC: 5:35
Asteroid City (PG-13)  OC: 6:55
Past Lives (PG-13)  OC: 7:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
OC: 7:00

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
DC Bryant Street

630 Rhode Island Ave NE   
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:30-4:00-8:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 3:15-7:00-
9:15; 11:15AM
Joy Ride (R) 3:00-6:15-9:30; 
11:30AM
Talk to Me (R) 8:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-6:00-10:00
Biosphere 12:00
Trolls World Tour (PG) 11:30AM

Angelika  
Pop-Up at Union Market
   550 Penn Street NE - Unit E    

Asteroid City (PG-13) 12:20-
5:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-7:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:00-2:45-
6:00
Joy Ride (R) 3:00-5:15

Avalon Theatre
   5612 Connecticut Avenue    

Asteroid City (PG-13) 12:00-
2:20-4:45-7:15
Past Lives (PG-13) 12:15-2:35-
5:00-7:30

Landmark  
Atlantic Plumbing Cinema

   807 V Street Northwest    
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:40-4:40-7:00-8:00
No Hard Feelings (R) 4:30-7:20
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 7:30
Joy Ride (R) 7:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 4:00
Joy Ride (R) 5:10

Landmark E Street Cinema
   555 11th Street Northwest    

Jaws (PG) 3:00-7:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:30-5:15-7:00-8:30
Asteroid City (PG-13) 12:15-
1:00-2:45-5:00-7:25
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:30-7:15
Past Lives (PG-13) 1:45-4:45-
7:45
Joy Ride (R) 12:15-2:25-4:30
Every Body (R) 12:45
The Lesson (R) 1:35-4:00-7:45
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 4:00

Regal Gallery Place
   701 Seventh Street Northwest    

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00-7:00-10:40
The Flash (PG-13) 11:40-3:15
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:20-3:50-
7:20-10:20
No Hard Feelings (R) 6:40-9:35
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:20-
2:50-6:10-9:35
Elemental (PG) 11:35-2:30-
5:30-8:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 12:30-1:30-3:30-4:30-7:30-
9:00-10:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:30AM
Asteroid City (PG-13) 11:05-
2:00-4:50-7:50-10:40
The Blackening (R) 10:40
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:10-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:15-1:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-4:00-6:00-8:00-9:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:00-12:30-
1:20-2:40-4:10-5:00-6:30-7:50-
10:15

MARYLAND
AFI Silver Theatre  

Cultural Center
   8633 Colesville Road    

White Heat (1949) (NR) 4:20
Stoker (R) 9:25

The Cranes Are Flying (Letyat 
zhuravli) (NR) 12:15
Asteroid City (PG-13) 12:10-
2:30-7:05
Past Lives (PG-13) 12:00-
4:40-9:20
Faces Places (Visages villag-
es) (PG) 5:00
The Treasure of the Sierra 
Madre (1948) (NR) 6:45
Decision to Leave 2:15
Unfaithful (R) 7:00
Pursued (1947) (NR) 9:15
The Breaking Point (NR) 2:15

AMC Academy 8
   6198 Greenbelt Road    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 1:10-4:10-
7:00-9:50
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-6:00-9:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 1:00-
4:00-7:10-10:00
Elemental (PG)  CC: 1:20-4:30-
7:20-10:50
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  CC: 2:15-4:50-7:30-10:20
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 12:45-
4:10-7:30-10:15
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 1:45-4:15-
6:45-9:15

AMC Annapolis Mall 11
1020 Annapolis Mall Road   

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 10:40-
1:40-5:15-7:10-10:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-6:00-9:40
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 9:40-
12:00-3:30-6:40-10:20
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 9:15-
1:30-4:35-8:15-10:35
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
10:20-12:30-3:40-9:50
Elemental (PG)  CC: 9:50-12:40-
4:10-6:50-9:50
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:50-2:40-5:20-
8:00-10:45
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 10:10AM
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 9:20-12:50-
3:20-5:45-8:10-10:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 9:30-2:50
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 9:15-10:00-11:45-1:05-
4:10-7:15-9:30
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 3:10-7:00-10:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
2:30-6:00-9:25

AMC Center Park 8
   4001 Powder Mill Rd.    

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-5:30-7:30-9:00
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  CC: 1:55-4:45-7:30-10:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 1:30-4:00-
6:45-9:15

AMC Columbia 14
   10300 Little Patuxent Parkway    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 12:45-3:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-5:45-9:30
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 
11:30AM
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:00-
3:15-6:30-9:45
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
11:35-2:10-4:45-7:20-9:55
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:15-3:20-6:20-9:30
Elemental (PG)  CC: 11:30-2:10-
4:10-6:35-9:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13)  CC: 
3:00-6:30-10:15
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:45-1:30-4:50-
7:25-10:00
The Blackening (R)  CC: 9:50
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 11:50-2:30-
5:00-7:25-9:50
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 4:00-8:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 12:30-
2:45-6:15-10:00

AMC DINE-IN Rio Cinemas 18
   9811 Washingtonian Center    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 10:00-
1:00-4:15-7:15-10:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-5:45-9:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 11:00-
2:30-6:00-9:15
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
10:00-12:45-3:30-6:30-9:30
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
11:30-2:45-6:00-9:15
Elemental (PG)  CC: 10:15-
1:15-6:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13)  CC: 
3:00-6:45-10:30
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:30-2:15-5:00-
7:45-10:30
The Blackening (R)  CC: 10:15
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:15-2:45-
5:15-7:45-10:15
Elemental 3D (PG)  CC: 4:00
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2003) Disney100 (PG-13) 
11:45-3:10-6:30-9:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 4:45-7:15-8:30; 3:30
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
OC: 6:15

AMC Loews  
St. Charles Town Ctr. 9

   11115 Mall Circle    
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 11:45-
2:45-6:00-10:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-3:15-5:45-7:00-8:30-
9:30
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 
11:45AM
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:15-
3:30-6:45-9:15
Elemental (PG)  CC: 3:20-9:00
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:15-2:00-4:45-
7:30-10:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
2:30-6:15-9:45
The Blackening (R)  CC: 11:45-
2:30-5:15-7:45-10:15
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 10:45-1:15-
3:45-6:00-10:15
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 11:30AM
Elemental 3D (PG)  CC: 
12:30-6:15

AMC Magic Johnson  
Capital Center 12
   800 Shoppers Way    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 1:20-
4:20-7:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-3:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:00-
3:15-6:30
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:30-3:40-6:45
Elemental (PG)  CC: 12:30-3:15-
6:00-8:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13)  CC: 
4:15-8:00
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  CC: 12:45-5:45-8:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 4:30-8:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13)  CC: 12:00
The Blackening (R)  CC: 12:45-
3:15-5:45-8:15
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:15-2:45-
5:15-7:45
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 2:00-4:30
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 1:00-4:15-7:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
OC: 7:15
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  OC: 1:00

AMC Montgomery 16
7101 Democracy Boulevard   

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 1:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-3:45-5:45-9:30
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 9:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:45-
4:00-7:15-10:30
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:20-3:45-10:25
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
12:10-2:25-5:00-7:35-10:10
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:00-3:15-6:30-9:45
Elemental (PG)  CC: 1:45-4:30-
7:30-10:15
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  CC: 1:45-4:30-7:15-10:00
Asteroid City (PG-13)  CC: 
12:45-3:30-6:15-9:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 12:15-
3:30-7:00-10:30
Past Lives (PG-13)  CC: 1:15-
6:45-9:50
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:15-2:45-
5:15-7:45-10:15
Every Body (R)  CC: 4:15
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 12:00-3:00-5:30-8:00
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 12:25; 3:15-6:30-9:45
The Lesson (R)  CC: 12:30
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Lost in the Stars (Xiao shi de 
ta) 4:00-7:05-10:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
OC: 7:30

Cinemark Egyptian 24 and XD
7000 Arundel Mills Circle   

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:45-3:55-4:15-6:30-7:40-8:00-
10:15-11:25-11:45; 3:35-7:20-
11:05; 2:00-7:00-10:45
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 4:25-7:15-10:05; 9:45-12:35
Joy Ride (R) 10:15-1:00-4:00-
7:10-9:50
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
10:00-1:15-4:30-7:45-11:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
XD: 2:00-7:00-10:45
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 9:45-12:35
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2003) Disney100 (PG-13) 
11:50-3:10-6:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:35-7:20-11:05

Cinépolis Gaithersburg
629 Center Point Way   

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
11:20-2:00-3:20-6:20-7:20-
10:20
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:40-1:40-
6:40-10:00
Elemental (PG) 11:40-3:00-8:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:00-4:00-6:00-9:20-10:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:00-2:20-
7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:00-5:20-8:20
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 1:20-5:00-8:00

Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:20-4:20-7:40
Elemental 3D (PG) 5:40

Landmark  
Bethesda Row Cinema

   7235 Woodmont Avenue    
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:30-5:30-7:00
Asteroid City (PG-13) 12:10-
2:55-5:15-8:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 4:00-7:15
Past Lives (PG-13) 12:00-2:45-
5:05-7:30
Joy Ride (R) 2:35-5:00-7:10
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:45
Joy Ride (R) 12:20
Every Body (R) 1:30

Landmark at  
Annapolis Harbour Center

2474 Solomons Island Road Unit H-1   
Jaws (PG) 1:30-7:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-4:10-7:45
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG) 1:10-4:10-7:10
No Hard Feelings (R) 3:50-7:35
The Little Mermaid (PG) 
1:30-4:30
Asteroid City (PG-13) 1:20-
5:20-7:05
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 1:00-4:15-7:30
Joy Ride (R) 1:15-3:45-7:10
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 12:50-3:00-5:10-7:20
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
1:10-4:05-7:00

Old Greenbelt Theatre
129 Centerway   

Asteroid City (PG-13) 7:30
Past Lives (PG-13) 7:45

Phoenix Theatres Marlow 6
   3899 Branch Avenue    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 11:10-1:50-
4:35-7:15-10:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-5:30-9:00
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:05-3:00-
6:00-9:05
Elemental (PG) 11:00-1:30-
6:30-9:00
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:45-2:15-4:45-7:15-9:45
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:45-3:15-
6:45-10:10

Regal Cinemas Majestic 
Stadium 20 & IMAX

   900 Ellsworth Drive    
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 11:55-3:25-
10:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-2:30-3:30-4:00-6:00-6:30-
7:30-8:00-9:45-10:15
The Flash (PG-13) 3:15-6:40-
10:00
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:10-3:35-
6:50-10:10
No Hard Feelings (R) 10:30
The Little Mermaid (PG) 12:00-
3:15-6:35-10:00
Elemental (PG) 11:20-2:10-
4:55-7:45-10:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13) 3:00-
7:00-10:45
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:00-1:50-3:30-4:40-6:20-
7:20-9:10-10:15
Asteroid City (PG-13) 11:40AM
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:00-11:45-
12:00-1:00-2:30-3:25-4:35-
6:05-8:10-9:40-10:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13) 11:30AM
The Blackening (R) 5:05-7:40-
10:25
Past Lives (PG-13) 12:40
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:05-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Every Body (R) 12:25
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:35-2:25
Neeyat 11:05-4:55
The Lesson (R) 2:15-7:55
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2003) Disney100 (PG-13) 
11:20-2:50-6:20-9:50
Lost in the Stars (Xiao shi de 
ta) 1:05-4:10-7:15-10:20

Regal Germantown
   20000 Century Boulevard    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 7:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:10-4:10-5:00-7:20-8:00-9:00
The Flash (PG-13) 3:50
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG) 12:30-4:00-7:20
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
11:10AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
11:00AM
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:50-
3:20-6:40
Elemental (PG) 1:50-4:40-7:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 2:30-5:10
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:20-12:00-
12:40-1:20-2:00-2:50-3:30-
4:50-5:40-8:20-9:10
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 12:20-3:00-5:30-
8:10
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:30-12:50
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
11:40-6:20
Samajavaragamana 1:00
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  OC: 7:50

Regal Hyattsville Royale
   6505 America Blvd.    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 12:20-3:20-
6:10-8:50

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-6:00-10:00
The Flash (PG-13) 12:50-
4:00-7:10
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 11:20-2:30-
5:40-9:00
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
10:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
10:00AM
No Hard Feelings (R) 12:40-
3:10-5:50-8:25
The Little Mermaid (PG) 12:20-
3:20-6:30-9:30
Elemental (PG) 11:10-2:00-
4:40-7:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:40-7:20
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:30-12:00-
12:30-3:00-3:30-4:20-6:30-
7:00-8:00
The Blackening (R) 9:10
Joy Ride (R) 12:10-2:40-5:00
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:00-1:30-4:10-6:40

Regal Laurel Towne Centre
   14716 Baltimore Avenue    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 1:10-4:40-7:50
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:20-5:50-7:15-9:40
The Flash (PG-13) 11:30-
3:00-9:40
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 11:20-2:30-
6:00-9:15
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:45-
3:10-6:30-9:50
Elemental (PG) 11:15-2:00-
4:50-7:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 12:30-3:20-6:20-9:15-10:10
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:50-1:20-
5:00-8:30
The Blackening (R) 1:30-
4:15-6:50
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 12:00-2:40-5:15-
8:00
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:25-12:45-3:30-6:10-
8:50

Regal Rockville Center
   199 East Montgomery Avenue    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 12:00-3:00-
6:20-9:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-5:50-9:40
The Flash (PG-13) 11:10-2:30-
6:00-9:35
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 11:50-3:10-
6:30-9:55
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
(PG-13) 9:20
No Hard Feelings (R) 3:30-
6:10-8:50
Elemental (PG) 11:00-1:50-
4:50-7:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:30-4:40-7:20-10:00
Asteroid City (PG-13) 11:30-
2:10-5:00-7:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:35-11:40-
2:20-3:20-5:50-6:50-9:30
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:20-2:00-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 1:40-4:10-6:40
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
11:55AM

Regal UA Snowden Square
   9161 Commerce Center Drive    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 12:30-3:50-
6:50
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG) 12:50-4:10-7:30
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
10:50AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
10:50AM
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
(PG-13) 11:10AM
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:50-
3:10-6:40
No Hard Feelings (R) 1:40
Elemental (PG) 11:20-12:20-
3:30-6:30-9:20
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:30-4:30-7:20
Asteroid City (PG-13) 12:40
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:30-2:00-4:50-
7:20
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:50-2:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:00-4:00-5:00-5:50-6:50-
7:50-8:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 1:10-6:00-
8:50; 5:00

Regal Waugh Chapel & IMAX
1419 South Main Chapel Way   

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 12:50-3:50-
7:10-10:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-4:00-5:50-7:50-9:40
The Flash (PG-13) 12:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:30-3:40-
7:10-10:30
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
10:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
10:00AM
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:20-
2:50-6:10-9:20
Elemental (PG) 12:10-3:10-
6:00-8:50
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13) 3:00-
6:50-10:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:00-1:40-4:20-7:20-10:20
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:00-2:40-
6:20-10:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13) 11:30AM
The Blackening (R) 7:30-10:10

Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 1:50-4:30-10:15
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 12:20-2:40-5:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:20-4:00-
7:40

Regal Westview & IMAX
   5243 Buckeystown Pike    

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00-6:50-10:40
The Flash (PG-13) 2:40-10:00
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG) 3:20-6:40-9:50
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
11:15AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
11:05-11:15
Elemental (PG) 12:20-3:10-
6:00-8:50
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The 
IMAX 2D Experience (PG-13) 
3:30-7:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:30-2:20-5:10-10:10
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:00AM
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13) 11:40AM
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 12:10-3:00-5:40-
8:20
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 10:50-4:20
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
1:10-6:40
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-5:50-9:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  OC: 8:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:30-4:20-
8:00

Xscape Theatres  
Brandywine 14

   7710 Matapeake Business Drive   
Grease (PG)  CC: 1:00-4:00-7:00
Kung Fu Panda (PG)  CC: 
9:30AM
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 10:25-
1:25-4:15-7:15-10:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: (!) 2:40-6:10-9:40
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: (!) 9:15
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG)  CC: 7:30-10:30
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
11:25-3:35-6:35-9:35
Elemental (PG)  CC: (!) 10:35-
1:15-3:45-6:45-9:25
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  CC: (!) 10:40-1:20-3:50-
6:20-9:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  CC: (!) 11:50-
3:20-6:40-9:55
The Blackening (R)  CC: (!) 
11:55-2:35-5:05
Joy Ride (R)  CC: (!) 11:40-2:20-
4:50-7:20-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: (!) 11:35-2:05-4:25-
6:55
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: (!) 10:10-1:10-4:10-7:10-
10:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: (!) 2:00-3:20-5:30-6:50-
9:00-10:20
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG)  CC: 10:00AM

iPic Pike & Rose
   11830 Grand Park Avenue    

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
(!) 2:00-2:30-6:30-7:00-10:30-
11:00
Joy Ride (R) (!) 4:15-7:30-10:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 1:45-6:00-
10:00

VIRGINIA
AMC Courthouse Plaza 8

2150 Clarendon Blvd.   
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-4:00-5:30-7:30-9:00-
10:00
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 12:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:45-
3:55-7:10-10:20
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
11:25-2:20-4:50-7:20-11:00
Elemental (PG)  CC: 1:10-3:50-
6:30-10:25
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:50-2:30-5:10-
7:50-10:35
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-
3:30-7:00-9:10
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:20-3:00-
5:30-8:00-10:30
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 11:15AM

AMC Hoffman Center 22
   206 Swamp Fox Rd.    

Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
2:45
Fast X (PG-13)  CC: 9:45
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
4:30-10:30
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:15-6:00-9:45
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-
3:30-7:00-10:15
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 11:45-
3:00-6:15-9:30
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
11:30-2:15-5:00-7:45-10:30
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:15-3:30-6:45-10:00
Elemental (PG)  CC: 11:15-2:00-
4:45-7:30-10:15
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  CC: 11:30-1:00-2:15-5:00-
7:45-10:30
Asteroid City (PG-13)  CC: 
11:00-1:40-4:00-7:00-10:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny: The IMAX 2D 
Experience (PG-13)  CC: 12:00-
3:30-7:00-10:30
The Blackening (R)  CC: 12:00-
2:30-5:00-7:30-10:00

Past Lives (PG-13)  CC: 1:00
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:00-2:30-
5:00-7:30-10:00
Every Body (R)  CC: 11:30-4:15
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 11:00-2:00-4:30-
7:00-9:30
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts 3D (PG-13)  CC: 
1:30-7:30
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 11:30-6:00-9:15
The Lesson (R)  CC: 11:00-
1:45-4:30-7:15-10:00
El Ruby House 11:30-2:00
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Lost in the Stars (Xiao shi de 
ta) 12:00-2:00-5:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 3:15-7:00-8:00-8:30-10:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  OC: 6:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 
11:00-11:30-2:30-3:00-6:00-
9:30-10:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
OC: 4:45
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 3:45-9:15

AMC Potomac Mills 18
   2700 Potomac Mills Circle    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 12:10-6:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-6:00-10:00
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 11:50-
3:20-6:50-10:10
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 11:20-
2:45-6:10-9:20
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:00
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
11:10-1:50-4:30-7:10-9:45
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:15-3:30-8:20-10:10
Elemental (PG)  CC: 12:45-6:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13)  CC: 
5:00-9:00
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:15-2:00-4:45-
7:30-10:20
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13)  CC: 1:30
The Boogeyman (PG-13)  CC: 
3:30
The Blackening (R)  CC: 12:20-
2:50-5:20-7:50-10:20
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:00-2:30-
5:00-7:30-10:00
Every Body (R)  CC: 1:40
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 12:00-4:20-6:00-9:50
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts 3D (PG-13)  CC: 
3:10-9:15
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 11:00-2:30-6:00-9:15
Elemental 3D (PG)  CC: 
3:40-9:10
The Lesson (R)  CC: 11:00AM
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2003) Disney100 (PG-13) 
12:00-3:15-6:30-9:45
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 3:00-4:00-7:00-8:00-10:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 11:10-
2:45-6:30-10:15

AMC Shirlington 7
   2772 South Randolph St.    

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-5:30-7:00-9:00
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:20-
3:40-7:20-10:30
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
11:20-2:30-5:10-7:50-9:55
Elemental (PG)  CC: 11:10-1:50-
4:30-10:30
Asteroid City (PG-13)  CC: 
11:35-12:00-2:10-4:40-7:10-
9:50
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 11:30-
3:00-6:30-10:20
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:05-2:30-
5:00-7:30-10:00

AMC Tysons Corner 16
   7850e Tysons Corner Center    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 12:35-
3:45-6:50-10:05
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-6:00-10:00
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:30-
3:40-6:55-9:55
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:05-3:35
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 
11:20-2:10-4:55-7:40-10:25
The Little Mermaid (PG)  CC: 
12:20-3:25-6:30-9:45
Elemental (PG)  CC: 11:05-1:55-
4:45-7:30-10:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The IMAX 
2D Experience (PG-13)  CC: 
3:00-7:00-11:00
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 11:35-2:20-5:10-
8:05-10:55
Asteroid City (PG-13)  CC: 
11:15-1:50-4:25-9:50
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny: The IMAX 2D Experi-
ence (PG-13)  CC: 11:10AM
The Blackening (R)  CC: 10:10
Past Lives (PG-13)  CC: 1:25
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:10-2:45-
5:15-8:00-10:35
Every Body (R)  CC: 11:00AM
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 12:00-2:35
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 12:45-4:05-7:15-10:30
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00

Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black Pearl 
(2003) Disney100 (PG-13) 
11:30-2:55-6:10-9:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 4:00-8:00-9:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 12:15-
3:50-7:20-10:50
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
OC: 5:00

AMC Worldgate 9
   13025 Worldgate Drive    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13)  CC: 2:45-10:15
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
CC: 2:00-3:00-6:00-7:00-10:00
The Flash (PG-13)  CC: 
1:50-6:45
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC: 12:00-
3:15-7:15-10:30
No Hard Feelings (R)  CC: 2:15-
4:15-8:00-10:30
Elemental (PG)  CC: 12:00-4:30-
6:30-9:15
Insidious: The Red Door 
(PG-13)  CC: 12:15-5:15-8:15-
10:00-10:45
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC: 11:00-
1:00-3:00-7:00-10:30
Joy Ride (R)  CC: 12:30-5:45-
8:30-11:00
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG)  CC: 11:30-4:45-6:15
Sound of Freedom (PG-13)  
CC: 11:00-1:15

Alamo Drafthouse Cinema -  
One Loudoun

20575 East Hampton Plaza   
Silver Bullet (1985) (R) 7:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:30-7:30; 2:30-6:30-10:30
Trolls World Tour (PG) 11:30AM

Angelika Film Center Mosaic
   2911 District Ave    

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-5:30-9:00
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 10:35-1:00-
4:15-7:20
Elemental (PG) 10:00-11:15-
1:50-4:25-7:05
Asteroid City (PG-13) 10:00-
12:25-2:55-5:30-8:00
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  OC: 12:30
Past Lives (PG-13) 10:30-
1:45-4:15
The Lesson (R) 10:10-12:35-
3:00-5:20-7:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 10:40-3:45-
7:05
Joy Ride (R) 10:15-12:30-2:45-
4:55-7:15

CMX Village 14
1600 Village Market Boulevard   

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 12:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
4:55-8:30
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG) 1:00-4:10-7:20
The Flash (PG-13) 5:30-8:45
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:50-
3:10-6:10-9:10
No Hard Feelings (R) 12:15-
2:45-5:45-8:30
Elemental (PG) 1:20-4:00-6:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:30-2:10-4:50-7:30
Asteroid City (PG-13) 11:40-
2:20-5:05-7:40
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 1:10
Past Lives (PG-13) 12:05-2:50
Joy Ride (R) 12:35-3:00-8:40
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:20-2:00-4:25-6:50
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:30-3:50-5:25-7:10-9:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:25-4:55-7:00-8:30-9:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:10-12:00-
1:10-2:30-3:30-6:00-7:00-9:25

Cinema Arts Theatre
   9650 Unit 14 Main St.    

Persian Lessons (NR) 10:05-
1:30-9:15
No Hard Feelings (R) 10:00-
12:15-2:25-4:45-7:20-9:20
You Hurt My Feelings (R) 
4:20-7:10
Asteroid City (PG-13) 9:45-
12:00-2:30-5:00-7:30-9:45
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 9:45-12:45-
3:45-7:00-10:00
Past Lives (PG-13) 9:50-12:05-
2:35-5:05-7:40-9:50
The Lesson (R) 9:55-12:10-
2:20-4:35-7:15-9:20

Cinemark Centreville 12
   6201 Multiplex Drive    

Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:00-3:30-
7:00-10:30
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
9:35-12:50-4:05-7:20-10:35
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-2:55-3:50-4:45-5:40-6:35-
7:30-8:25-9:20-10:15
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:30-2:20-5:10-8:00-10:50
Joy Ride (R) 9:30-12:05-2:40-
5:15-7:50-10:25

Cinemark  
Fairfax Corner and XD

   11900 Palace Way    
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13)  
XD: 2:00-7:00-10:40
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 9:35-12:10-2:50-
5:25-8:00-10:35
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:15-3:30-6:45-10:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00-3:40-6:40-7:20-10:20-11:00
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:00-1:55-4:50-7:45-10:40

Medal of Honor Theater -  
NMMC

18900 Jefferson Davis Highway   
We, the Marines (NR) 10:00-
11:00-12:00-2:00-3:00-4:00

Regal Ballston Quarter
671 North Glebe Road   

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:00-5:40-6:40-9:30-10:30
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:00-3:30-
6:40-9:50
No Hard Feelings (R) 4:00-
7:40-10:20
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:40-
2:50-6:20-9:30
Elemental (PG) 12:10-3:00-
6:30-9:20
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:30-4:20-7:20-10:10
Asteroid City (PG-13) 2:10-9:55
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:40-12:40-
3:20-4:40-7:00-8:20-10:40
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:10-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:40
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:50AM
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:30

Regal Dulles Town Center
21100 Dulles Town Circle   

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 1:30-4:35
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:00-5:45-6:45-9:30-10:30
The Flash (PG-13) 10:40
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:30-3:40-
7:35-10:35
No Hard Feelings (R) 12:20
The Little Mermaid (PG) 12:10-
3:15-6:30-9:40
Elemental (PG) 11:15-2:15-
5:45-8:30
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:30-4:20-7:20-10:15
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:00-11:35-
3:30-6:00-7:00-9:30-10:25
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:05-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:05AM
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13)  OC: 2:30

Regal Fairfax Towne Center
4110 West Ox Road   

Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-5:40-8:00-9:20
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:20-3:40-
6:50-10:10
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
11:30AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
11:30AM
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:50-
3:00-6:20-9:30
Elemental (PG) 12:30-3:20-
6:10-8:50
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:40-4:20-7:10-9:50
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 1:00-3:30-
4:30-10:00
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 1:50-4:40-7:20-
9:40
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:55AM
The Childe 6:20-9:10
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:00-3:10
The Roundup: No Way Out 
2:20-5:00
El Ruby House 7:40-10:20

Regal Fox & IMAX
   22875 Brambleton Plaza    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 1:00-4:10-
7:15-10:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00-6:50-10:40
Spider-Man: Across the Spi-
der-Verse (PG) 2:50-6:20-9:40
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
10:30AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
10:00AM
No Hard Feelings (R) 4:00-
6:40-9:20
The Little Mermaid (PG) 12:30-
3:40-6:50-10:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The 
IMAX 2D Experience (PG-13) 
2:00-5:50-9:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 10:35-1:30-4:25-7:20-10:15
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:00AM
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:10-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 1:10-3:45
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:40
Neeyat 11:15-2:20-5:40-8:50
The Lesson (R) 12:20-3:20-
6:10-9:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
4:00-7:50-11:40
Elemental (PG) 12:10-3:10-
6:45-9:45
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 1:40-5:10-
8:40; 11:30-3:00-6:30-10:00; 
4:20-7:50

Regal Kingstowne & RPX
   5910 Kingstowne Towne Center    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 12:05-3:00-
6:10-9:10
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00-6:50-10:40
The Flash (PG-13) 3:35-6:50-
10:05
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:00-3:25-
6:45-10:00
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
10:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
10:00AM
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 3 
(PG-13) 12:10
The Little Mermaid (PG) 11:55-
2:55-6:20-9:35

Elemental (PG) 12:30-3:20-
7:05-9:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:30-4:25-7:20-10:15
Past Lives (PG-13) 11:15-2:15-
4:50-7:40-10:30
Joy Ride (R) 11:05-1:40-4:30-
7:10-9:45
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:35-1:55-4:15-6:35-8:55
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:20
Neeyat 12:35-3:30-10:25
Psycho-Pass: Providence 
Early Access (R) 7:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
4:00-5:00-7:50-8:50
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:50-12:50-
1:20-3:10-4:10-6:30-7:30-9:50

Regal Manassas & IMAX
   11380 Bulloch Drive    

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 3:00-6:10-9:20
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:00-6:50-7:40-10:10
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 11:05-2:20-
5:40-9:10
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
11:00AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
11:00AM
No Hard Feelings (R) 11:30-
2:30-5:10-7:50
Elemental (PG) 12:30-3:30-
6:30-9:40
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The 
IMAX 2D Experience (PG-13) 
2:00-5:50-9:40
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 1:30-4:25-7:20-10:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:05-4:30-7:10-
9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 11:20-2:00-4:40-7:15
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
8:25; 11:50-9:20
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13)  OC: 11:15AM
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 12:10-12:50-
2:10-3:00-3:50-5:50-6:40
Joy Ride (R)  OC: 1:50
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 4:40-9:00-
9:30; 1:40-5:20

Regal  
Springfield Town Center

   6859 Springfield Mall    
Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 11:40-3:05-
10:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-3:00-5:50-6:50-9:40-10:40
The Flash (PG-13) 11:05-2:30-
5:50-9:20
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 11:30-2:40-
6:05-9:30
No Hard Feelings (R) 10:55-
1:30
The Little Mermaid (PG) 
10:50AM
Elemental (PG) 12:10-3:10-
6:10-9:00
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 11:00-1:40-4:25-7:20-10:15
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 10:50-11:20-
2:20-2:50-4:20-6:00-6:30-
8:00-9:40
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 11:10-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 1:00-3:45-6:25-9:10

Regal  
Virginia Gateway & RPX
8001 Gateway Promenade Place   

Transformers: Rise Of The 
Beasts (PG-13) 1:00
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
3:10-7:00-11:00
The Flash (PG-13) 9:00
Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG) 12:50-4:00-
7:30-10:40
Paw Patrol: The Movie (G) 
10:30AM
Sonic the Hedgehog 2 (PG) 
10:30AM
No Hard Feelings (R) 11:10AM
The Little Mermaid (PG) 12:00-
3:20-6:30-9:45
Elemental (PG) 12:20-3:00-
5:40-8:20
Insidious: The Red Door (PG-
13) 10:30-1:30-4:20-7:20-10:10
Asteroid City (PG-13) 11:30-
2:30-10:30
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 11:40AM
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind - Studio Ghibli Fest 2023 
(PG) 7:00
Joy Ride (R) 10:50-1:50-4:30-
7:10-9:50
Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken 
(PG) 10:35-3:50-6:40
Sound of Freedom (PG-13) 
12:30-3:40-6:50-10:10
Indiana Jones and the Dial of 
Destiny (PG-13) 10:40-12:30-
2:20-4:10-5:50-8:30-9:40
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One (PG-13) 
2:00-4:00-6:00-8:00-10:00

Smithsonian -  
Airbus IMAX Theater

14390 Air and Space Museum Parkway   
Journey to Space (NR) 10:20-
1:05-3:50-5:00
To Fly! (1976) (NR) 10:55-
1:45-3:15
Aircraft Carrier: Guardian of 
the Seas 12:25-4:25
Mission: Impossible - Dead 
Reckoning Part One: The 
IMAX 2D Experience (PG-13) 
6:00
Blue Planet (Il pianeta azzur-
ro) (NR) 11:30AM
The Dream is Alive (NR) 2:25

University Mall Theatres
   10659-A Braddock Road   

Spider-Man: Across the 
Spider-Verse (PG)  CC; DVS: 
1:00-4:00-7:30-10:05
Elemental (PG)  CC; DVS: 12:15-
2:30-4:45-7:00-9:20
Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (PG-13)  CC; DVS: 
1:15-4:15-7:15-10:10

MOVIE DIRECTORY (!) No Pass/No Discount Ticket
Tuesday, July 11, 2023

www.washingtonpost.com/movies
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BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIM RICKARD

CURTIS RAY BILLINGSLEY

SHERMAN’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY

RED AND ROVER BRIAN BASSET

FRANK AND ERNEST TOM THAVES

RHYMES WITH ORANGE HILARY PRICE

LIO MARK TATULLI

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE CHRIS BROWNE

BLONDIE DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL

MIKE DU JOUR MIKE LESTER

AGNES TONY COCHRAN

WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER

MARK TRAIL JULES RIVERA

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM MIKE PETERS

BALDO HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

SALLY FORTH FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & JIM KEEFE

CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ

CLASSIC DOONESBURY GARRY TRUDEAU PICKLES BRIAN CRANE

SUDOKU

NORTH
♠  A K 10 2
♥  8 7 6 3
♦  Q J 5
♣  5 2

WEST
♠  7 3
♥  A K Q J 9
♦  4
♣  J 10 8 7 3

EAST
♠  Q J 9 6 5
♥  10 4 2
♦  7 6 3 2
♣  9

SOUTH (D)
♠  8 4
♥  5
♦  A K 10 9 8
♣  A K Q 6 4

The bidding:

“Adam and Eve should 
have been Cajuns. 

They would have ignored 
the apple and eaten the 
snake.” — graffiti seen in New 
Orleans.

Players must be aware 
of the temptation to draw 
trumps — and resist it. 
Today’s North-South stopped 
at five diamonds when six 
would have been a good 
spot. (South’s third bid was 
ill-considered.) West led the 
K-A of hearts, and South 
ruffed and dis-resisted when 
he took the A-Q of trumps. 
When West discarded, 
declarer tried the A-K of 
clubs. East ruffed and led his 
last trump, and South lost 
two clubs to West.

“Couldn’t even make four,” 
South shrugged.

South fell from grace 
when he took two rounds 
of trumps. (He could have 
survived one round.) South 
can take the ace of clubs at 
Trick Three, go to the king of 
spades and return a club.

If East ruffs and leads a 
third heart — discarding is 
no better — South ruffs, ruffs 
his last low club in dummy, 
draws trumps and scores his 
K-Q of clubs and the ace of 
spades to fulfill the contract.
DAILY QUESTION 

You hold: 
♠ 8 4 ♥ 5
♦ A K 10 9 8 ♣ A K Q 6 4
Both sides vulnerable. The 

dealer, at your right, opens 
one heart. What do you say?

ANSWER: Some players 
would bid 2NT, “Unusual,” to 
show length in both minor 
suits, but that bid should 
be based on either a weak 
hand suitable for a sacrifice 
or a huge hand. With an in-
between hand such as this 
one, it is reasonable to over-
call two diamonds, planning 
to bid clubs at your next turn.

N-S VULNERABLE

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST

1 ♦ 1 ♥ 1 ♠ Pass
2 ♣ Pass 3 ♦ Pass
5 ♦ All Pass
Opening lead — ♥ K

BRIDGE

©2023, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
— Frank Stewart
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PREVIOUS SCRABBLEGRAMS SOLUTION

PREVIOUS SUDOKU SOLUTION DENNIS THE MENACE H. KETCHAM FAMILY CIRCUS BIL KEANE REPLY ALL LITE DONNA A. LEWISSPEED BUMP DAVE COVERLY

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE STEPHAN PASTIS

DUSTIN STEVE KELLEY & JEFF PARKER

BEETLE BAILEY GREG, BRIAN & NEAL WALKER

BIG NATE LINCOLN PEIRCE

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN STAN LEE & ALEX SAVIUK

LOOSE PARTS DAVE BLAZEK

BABY BLUES RICK KIRKMAN & JERRY SCOTT

BARNEY AND CLYDE WEINGARTENS & CLARK

PRICKLY CITY SCOTT STANTIS

CANDORVILLE DARRIN BELL

JUDGE PARKER FRANCESCO MARCIULIANO & MIKE MANLEY

ON THE FASTRACK BILL HOLBROOK

ZITS JERRY SCOTT & JIM BORGMAN

GARFIELD JIM DAVIS

NON SEQUITUR WILEY

MUTTS PATRICK McDONNELL

HEART OF THE CITY STEENZ

FRAZZ JEF MALLETT

More online: washingtonpost.com/comics. Feedback: 1301 K St. NW, Washington, D.C., 20071; comics@washpost.com; 202-334-4775. 

You are charming, 
friendly and have 
excellent people 
skills. You are also 

intelligent, energetic and 
hardworking. This year is a 
time for reflection to explore 
philosophies and ideas that will 
give you better self-awareness 
and get you closer to the true 
meaning of your life. 
 
Moon Alert: There are no 
restrictions to shopping or 
important decisions today.  
The Moon is in Taurus.

ARIES  
(MARCH 21-APRIL 19). 
This is a great day to make 
money! Trust your ability to 
boost your earnings, find a 
better paying job or possibly 
make a little money on the 
side. You can do this today. 

TAURUS  
(APRIL 20-MAY 20).  
This is a wonderful day for 
you! The Moon is in your sign 
lined up with lucky Jupiter, 
and it is dancing with Saturn. 
This means it’s a productive 
day for you because you are 
confident, optimistic and, at 
the same time, grounded in a 
practical way. You’ll get results!

GEMINI  
(MAY 21-JUNE 20).  
Whatever you do alone or 
behind the scenes today might 
have a favorable impact on 
bosses, parents, teachers and 
VIPs. (Perhaps even the police 
or the law courts.) Believe in 
your ability to pull something 
off. 

CANCER  
(JUNE 21-JULY 22).  
This is a fabulous day to 
network with others. Enjoy 
your involvement with 
friends and especially your 
interactions with groups and 
organizations. This might 
include foreign contacts as 
well as opportunities to travel. 

LEO  
(JULY 23-AUG. 22).  
You make a wonderful 
impression on others today. 
In fact, they see you as 
successful and affluent (even 
if you aren’t). However, very 
likely, you will make profitable 
decisions about fundraising, 
inheritances, taxes, debt and 
shared property. Looking good!

VIRGO  
(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).  
Hopefully you will have an 
opportunity to explore new 
places, meet new faces, travel 
or be introduced to new ideas, 
because you want to push the 
sides of the envelope today. 
You need a change of scenery, 
as well as a new way of looking 
at things. 

LIBRA  
(SEPT. 23-OCT. 22).  
Financial decisions will go well 
today. Whatever happens will 
likely benefit you in financial 
or practical terms. This is 
an excellent day to ask for a 
mortgage or loan or to borrow 
something from someone. 

SCORPIO  
(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).  
This is a marvelous day to 
schmooze! Enjoy interactions 
with partners, close friends 
and members of the general 
public. Not only will you 
be optimistic, you will also 
encounter others who are 
willing to think big! 

SAGITTARIUS  
(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).  
This is a productive day for 
you. You’ll find it easy to work 
and accomplish things today, 
especially if you work with 
others or in tandem with a 
group. 

CAPRICORN  
(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).  
This is a marvelous play day! 
Accept all invitations to party 
and socialize with others. 
Enjoy sports events as well 
as fun activities with children. 
Anything to do with the 
entertainment world and the 
hospitality industry will delight 
you.

AQUARIUS  
(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).  
Family discussions will go 
well today because everybody 
is upbeat and in a positive 
frame of mind. By extension, 
important decisions regarding 
real estate or family will be 
beneficial for now and in the 
future. 

PISCES  
(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).  
The secret to your success 
today is the power of positive 
thinking. This is nothing to be 
underestimated. Our attitude 
can affect our perception, our 
judgment and our appreciation 
of something. The world 
around us is simply the 
ongoing movie of our mind. 

BIRTHDAY | JULY 11

— Georgia Nicols
© 2023, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

HOROSCOPE
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ACROSS
1 Cardi B genre
4 Sneaky ploys
9 Fashion-forward

13 Boxing family
name

14 Permit
15 Transaction in a

barter economy
16 Stop by briefly
19 YA fiction, e.g.,

familiarly
20 Chews out
21 First name of

actors Holland
and Hollander

22 Auction unit
23 Make a rude

noise
31 Positive result at

the gym
32 Item on a to-do

list
33 “I figured it out!”
34 “The Favourite”

queen
35 Belgian

surrealist
painter James

37 Freight barge
38 Way to go: Abbr.
39 Lydic of “The

Daily Show”
40 Big name in

canvas shoes
41 Be extremely

self-satisfied
46 Precursor to

overtime
47 Yellowfin tuna
48 Shops at

Goodwill,
perhaps

52 Lose control,
in a way

56 Digress from the
main topic

58 Much-admired
celebrities

59 Italian herbal
liqueur whose
name means
“bitter”

60 Assent from a
bride or groom

61 Bob Dylan’s
“Simple Twist
of __”

62 Huffs and
puffs

63 Sever, with “off”

DOWN
1 Thoroughly

engrossed

2 After-sun gel
ingredient

3 Speak (up) or
quiet (down)

4 Got close to
empty

5 Disc-tossing
team sport

6 Schedule
opening

7 Lip balm brand
in spherical
containers

8 Clear the deck?
9 Be inventive

10 Sentry’s shout
11 Go nowhere

with the
engine on

12 Leaders at the
top of most
corp. hierarchies

15 Beat strongly
17 Recite in a

singsong voice
18 Cry of pain
23 __ knots:

intricate Black
hairstyle

24 Sharply hit
baseball

25 Magician/
skeptic The
Amazing __

26 Informant, in
spy lingo

27 Teensy bit
28 Played Mario

Kart, perhaps
29 __ Island Red
30 Swerves

at sea
31 Attire
36 Tear to shreds
37 Enjoying Aspen,

perhaps

42 Suppress
43 Squabbles
44 “Who are __

judge?”
45 Safari

herbivores
48 “Bring on the

weekend!”
letters

49 Kotb of “Today”
50 Part of a hair or

a tooth

51 Lose control,
in a way

52 “South Park”
kid in a blue-
and-red hat

53 Trompe l’__:
eye-fooling art

54 Ctrl-Z, on a PC
55 Sporty car

option
57 Reddit Q&A

By Stella ZawistowskiLA TIMES CROSSWORD

MONDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION

© 2023 Tribune Content Agency, LLC. 7/11/23

Adapted from an
online discussion.

Hi, Carolyn: Two
months ago, my
girlfriend of 18
months and I
mutually broke
up. We were
generally happy,

but there had been some recent
stress in the relationship, much
of it related to her moving 100
miles away six months ago. She
felt we had been trending more
toward being best friends than
romantic partners, and she
wanted both of us to have a
chance to date other people. She
was my first serious girlfriend,
and she said I need to date
others before deciding whether
she is the one for me.

We left the door open to
getting back together someday
and stayed in touch by phone
and text, saying “I love you,” etc.
We said we’d tell each other
about any romantic encounters,
and she subsequently told me
when she hooked up with
someone. I was fine with it,
because we broke up, after all.

But I met someone new.
When I told my ex, she flipped
out, accusing me of “replacing”
her and saying she will hate me
forever if I date this new
woman. She now says that she
wants to get back together and
that I never should have agreed
to the breakup.

This feels terribly unfair. I

want to see where things go
with the new woman, but I feel
guilty that my ex is upset. We
have been through a lot
together, a lot of it related to
helping her work through past
trauma. I don’t want to cause
her more pain.

So is there any way I can date
the new woman without feeling
guilty? Do I need to cut off
contact for a while? or should I
not be dating anyone right now,
even though we broke up
specifically so I could?

— Feeling Guilty

Feeling Guilty: Just because
your ex lost her mind, you don’t
have to.

You took her at her word.
It is unfortunate that she

didn’t mean it, but that’s also
good information to have. If she
thinks it’s okay to say X, benefit
from X herself, then flip out
when you do X and insist that
you should have known she
meant Y, then that was going to
cause havoc eventually.

of course you feel terrible,
because you care about her. But
it doesn’t mean you were wrong
to do X.

It could, sadly, mean she has
more work to do on trauma
recovery — which still wouldn’t
mean you were wrong. It just
means, if true, that she has other
things complicating how she
perceives things, how she may
unwittingly undermine herself
with her choices and how

intensely she reacts to difficult
feelings.

I hope for her sake she is
getting more official help with
whatever it is.

Let her know — without
apologizing — that you are still
open to healthy, free-standing
friendship. Don’t engage in the
hyperbole. After “I’ll hate you
forever”-type outbursts, say: “I’m
sorry to hear that. I’m going
now.” Click. Calm, unyielding,
guilt-free (and relieved).

readers’ thoughts:
lDo not feel guilty. feel

grateful that you learned this
person cannot be taken at her
word and that you invested only
18 months in this relationship.
Be kind, but don’t expect to
remain friends.

lThis sounds like a classic
warning sign of potential future
abuse by the ex-girlfriend (been
there), as she’s already trying to
control your new relationship
and blaming you for the
breakup. Don’t fall for it. If she
can remain a friend, enjoy. But if
she tries to control whom you
see, what you do or what you
feel, she’s definitely not the one
for you, now or later.

Write to carolyn hax at
tellme@washpost.com. get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/gethax.

 Join the discussion live at noon
fridays at washingtonpost.com/live-
chats.

They agreed to see other people.
She’s upset ex followed through.

Carolyn
Hax

nIck gAlIfIAnAkIS for the WAShIngton PoSt

Gavin Naylor, director of the
florida Program for Shark re-
search at the University of flori-
da.

“We’ve had a similar number
of bites thus far this year as we
did at this stage last year,” Naylor
tells us via email. “Every year
people seem to think ‘This year is
different.’ I guess they must for-
get how they felt this time last
year.”

It’s related to a phenomenon
researchers call “sea blindness,”
which sounds like something
that afflicted pirates and cast-
aways, but is actually contempo-
rary: It refers to how oceanic
issues “tend to disappear from
our consciousness, our daily
life,” fryers says, until an event
or flash point brings them
abruptly back. Like the sub-
mersible.

“Every horrifying story about
the ocean is so f---ing horrifying.
It’s not like it’s a little horrifying.
It’s like, ‘Wow, that’s the worst
thing I’ve ever heard,’” Neonakis
says. Better to just brave the
myriad horrors on dry land.

decline and self-examination.”
The problem, too, is that we

focus on the unlikely catastro-
phes and ignore the more com-
monplace ones: A coast guard
that allows a boat full of mi-
grants to capsize. An ocean that
is rapidly warming. microplas-
tics. Instead, we think about the
sharp fangs of the anglerfish, or
the tentacles of a colossal squid,
or the spindly six-foot-long (!)
legs of the Japanese spider crab.
Those glow-in-the-dark fish with
a bajillion fangs. Something
called a goblin shark. Even the
most delicious creatures in the
ocean can be kind of gross, when
you think about it: As a popular
meme reminds us, shrimps is
bugs.

Even if those creatures don’t
give you anxiety, there is one that
might: the great white shark.

We may have been hearing
more about sharks lately — Cape
Cod has become “one of the
largest white shark hotspots in
the world,” according to Scientif-
ic American — but it’s been a
pretty typical year so far, says

“The Shallows,” but some, such
as 2003’s “open Water,” about a
couple mistakenly left to die
during a scuba expedition, are
based on true stories. As “Jaws”
taught us, you don’t have to be
out in the deep ocean to encoun-
ter its frights: Just last week, a
dorsal fin popped up at Navarre
Beach in florida, prompting a
chaotic scramble amid screams
of, “Get out of the water!” Jelly-
fish wrap their tentacles around
an ankle. Stingrays slink around
the shallows. Something you
can’t see just brushed past your
thigh.

mark fryers, a British re-
searcher who studies media rep-
resentations of marine culture,
says he wouldn’t be surprised if
we eventually get a movie based
on the ill-fated submersible.

“The sea is something of a
castigating mirror: It reflects
back our bad deeds,” fryers says.
“We know we’re creating, as a
species, more damage in the
ocean. It comes back to haunt us.
It all washes back to us. There’s a
pervasive sense of death and

charged people for a trip down to
the wreckage of the Titanic, but
unlike space, you can get swept
away by the ocean for free. “It’s
like, right there,” Neonakis says.
Near Los Angeles. Where she
lives.

The term for fear of the ocean
is thalassophobia. myths about
deep-sea monsters can be found
in ancient cultures from all
across the globe. “The lack of
adoration, desire for interaction,
or simply fear itself, towards the
deep sea is not irrational but
rather primal,” wrote a team of
marine researchers in a 2021
paper examining why the public
seems to not care about deep-sea
exploration as much as space
exploration. We associate “up”
with heaven, and “down” with
hell.

And the fear of the unknown,
combined with the vastness of a
seemingly infinite horizon and
improbability of rescue, makes
great horror fodder, which is why
the ocean has been the setting for
so many scary movies. most are
fiction, such as “The meg” and

mersible crisis.
“At every step, every fact that

you learned about it” — The
video game controllers! The
strange knocking noises! The
fact that it was bolted shut from
the outside! — “was so much
worse, and it kept getting
worse,” says the 38-year-old art-
ist. “Social media just enabled
that to go even crazier, because
it takes your imagination and it
amplifies it, because every-
body’s thinking insane things,”
such as: Did one of the rich men
on the submersible kill another
one of the rich men to conserve
oxygen?

The speculation became “a
feeding frenzy,” she says. Which
is yet another terrifying thing
you find in the ocean.

Space is also a terrifying void,
but “that’s pretty far. I don’t have
to worry about that,” Neonakis
says. She does not have a quarter
of a million dollars to spend on
space tourism, so she won’t end
up on a rocket anytime soon.
And, yes, that’s the same price
the now-defunct oceanGate

1 million cubic meters of treated
radioactive water — approxi-
mately 500 olympic-size swim-
ming pools, an amount that is
considered “safe” — from the
2011 fukushima nuclear disaster
into the Pacific this summer.

Then there was the oceanGate
catastrophe, which made mil-
lions of people ponder the specif-
ics of an excruciating death:
Trapped at the bottom of the
ocean in a claustrophobic metal
coffin-like tube, in a dark blacker
than any night, with 96 hours of
oxygen left to contemplate the
unlikelihood of rescue and your
imminent suffocation. What ac-
tually happened was no less
horrific, but somehow seemed
kinder: being crushed to death in
milliseconds by as much as 6,000
pounds of pressure per square
inch.

In the ocean, that’s a good way
to go.

That’s what Alexandria Neon-
akis realized during the days she
spent transfixed by the sub-

OCEAN from C1

With all the o≠shore events, we’ll stay under the umbrella

John mInchIllo/AP

At left, a drone is used to monitor the waters for sharks at Jones Beach State Park in Wantagh, N.Y., and at right, lifeguards launch a personal watercraft for a shark patrol run.

mIchAel m. SAntIAgo/getty ImAgeS
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SEATTLE — Two patches of skin,
one under each eye, tell the story
of how Ronald Acuña Jr. secured
the most prestigious unofficial
honor available to Major league
Baseball players these days: “Best
player in baseball not named
shohei ohtani.”

The Atlanta Braves outfielder
smears his eye black over those
patches of skin before almost
every game, so reliably that the
sun tanned the skin around
them, offering the clearest an-
swer to all the questions report-
ers are asking him here this
week: What is the secret to his
monstrous first half, to hitting 21
homers and stealing 41 bases
before the break, to turning what
everyone knew was elite talent
into power and speed numbers
that could be historic?

“salud,” he tells reporters,
again and again, the spanish
word for health. The answer real-
ly is that simple. The secret to
Acuña’s continued ascent is

see aCUña oN d2

AlASTAIR GRANT/ASSocIATEd PRESS

“i feel like i’m living in a dream right now,” said Chris eubanks, the lone american left in the men’s draw after his five-set win over no. 5 seed stefanos tsitsipas.

BY RICK MAESE

When the PGA Tour comes to
Capitol Hill on Tuesday to defend
its controversial pact with the
deep-pocketed saudi Public In-
vestment Fund, there are likely to
be aggressive, pointed questions.
And theremaynot bemanydefin-
itive answers.

sen. Richard Blumenthal
(d-Conn.), the chair of the senate
Permanent subcommittee on In-
vestigations who is leading the
probe of the tour’s surprising alli-
ance with the lIV Golf benefac-
tors, was unable to get any of the
speakers he initially requested for
Tuesday’s hearing. so even before
a single golf executive is sworn in,
Blumenthal pledged to call fur-
ther hearings on the matter and
said he expects the saudi inves-
tors to come before Congress and
explain the deal.

“This hearing is far from the
last that we’re going to have,”
Blumenthal said in an interview,
“in part because they may not be
able to answer our questions at
this point. And if they can’t, we
want to know who’s going to an-
swer them in the future, andwe’ll
ask them to come.”

More than a month after an-
nouncing the shocking partner-
ship, the PGA Tour still faces
significant resistance in selling
thedeal to itsmembers, key stake-
holders and the broader golf com-
munity. on saturday, Randall ste-
phenson, a former AT&T execu-
tive, resigned from the tour’s in-
fluential policy board after 111/2
years, saying he had “serious con-
cerns” about the alliance.

The subcommittee’s probe is
one of two congressional inqui-
ries into the deal. Blumenthal
launched his investigation June
12, sixdays after thePGATourand
the PIF announced they would
combine resources to form a new
for-profit company that would
oversee the commercial interests
of the tour, lIV Golf and the

see Pga toUr oN d4

Senators
will push
PGA Tour
for answers

Blumenthal expects
to hold more hearings
on Saudi partnership

performed a call-and-response: “let’s go, Chris!”
then immediately, “let’s go, stef!” More often
than you would expect at Wimbledon, there
were cries of joy or anguish during a point, egad.
Coco Gauff was shouting and clapping her
encouragement from the stands.

on the court in the middle of it all were
Tsitsipas and eubanks, the former stalking the
baseline and jutting his chin with determina-
tion, the latter smiling and fist-pumping after
every advantage gained, even if it was his
opponent’s fault on a first serve.

eubanks was taking anything he could get.
Then he took the match, 3-6, 7-6 (7-4), 3-6, 6-4,
6-4.

see wimbledon oN d4

Belief and a big serve
Eubanks keeps
his stunning run

at Wimbledon going
by upsetting Tsitsipas

These dignified grounds have seen their share
of excitement the past eight days, but little
compared to the brouhaha that engulfed Court
No. 2 on Monday as a fifth set approached.

outside, groups of spectators gathered
around entrances, more than a few of them
dismayed to learn that, no, audience members
cannot enter the stadium until the changeover
after the third game of the match, not the first.

Inside, shouts in three languages careened
around the stands — english, spoken by the
supporters of Chris eubanks who shouted “ice!”
after each of the American’s many aces; and
Russian and Greek, spoken by supporters of
stefanos Tsitsipas. occasionally it was just
english, when the two groups of supporters

Wimbledon, quarterfinals
Today, 8 a.m., ESPN and ESPN2

Give the honchos
in theWashington
Nationals’ draft
war room truth
serum, andmy bet
is they would have
preferred
strapping,
fireballing right-

hander Paul skenes had “fallen”
to themwith the second pick of
theMlB draft sunday night. But
this could also be true: ending
upwith do-everything outfielder
dylan Crews as a consolation
prize— if a fully loaded Ferrari
can be called a “consolation
prize” —might be better for the
organization. It’s almost
certainly safer.

start with the player the Nats
didn’t get: skenes. That he would
go first overall to the Pittsburgh
Pirates wasn’t obvious to anyone
in baseball even 90minutes
before the draft, when the Pirates
reached out in earnest, according

see svrlUga oN d3

With Crews as
their Plan B,
the Nats still
hit a home run

Barry
Svrluga

BY CINDY BOREN
AND DES BIELER

Pat Fitzgerald, who starred as
a linebacker atNorthwestern and
led the team as its head coach for
17 seasons, was fired Monday
after disturbing details emerged
about alleged hazing within the
Wildcats’ program.

“The head coach is ultimately
responsible for the culture of his
team,” Northwestern President
Michael schill said in a memo he
shared on why Fitzgerald was
being let go. “The hazing we
investigated was widespread and
clearly not a secret within the
program, providing Coach
Fitzgerald with the opportunity
to learn what was happening.
either way, the culture in North-
western Football, while incredi-
ble in some ways, was broken in
others.”

In a statement shared with
esPN later Monday, Fitzgerald
maintained he had “no knowl-
edge whatsoever of any form of
hazing” within his program.

see fitzgerald oN d4

Hazing claims
force out
Fitzgerald at
Northwestern

Healthy Acuña hits new heights
Back from injuries, the all-star outfielder uses power and speed to lead the MLB-best Braves

Todd kIRklANd/GETTy IMAGES

ronald acuña Jr. has 21 home runs and 41 stolen bases at the all-star break for surging atlanta.

MLB DRAFt

Madison High’s Bryce
Eldridge finally got the call
he was waiting for from
the Giants on Sunday. D3

ON the NBA

After an underwhelming
debut, Spurs rookie Victor
Wembanyama dazzles
in his second game. D8

MLB All-Star Game
Today, 8 p.m., Fox

More on the draft: Nats stick with
college bats in Rounds 3 to 10. D3
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Arrest warrant issued 
for Morant friend Pack 

Tennessee authorities issued 
an arrest warrant for Davonte 
Pack, the longtime friend of 
memphis Grizzlies superstar 
Ja Morant, for punching a 
teenager at morant’s mansion 
last year, signaling a sudden 
reversal in the handling of a case 
that had previously appeared 
closed with no charges.

online records indicate that 
the warrant, listing “assault-
bodily harm” as the charge, was 
issued monday. morant and Pack 
admitted to punching Joshua 
Holloway, a high school 
basketball player, during a 
pickup game on morant’s court 
last July. After Holloway went to 
police, morant claimed self-
defense, telling the Shelby 
County Sheriff ’s office that the 
17-year-old had used a basketball 
as a weapon by checking it hard 
at his face.

 Pack’s attorneys — who also 
represent morant — did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment monday.

Holloway has an ongoing 

lawsuit against morant and Pack. 
In deposition transcripts filed in 
court, Pack appeared to recently 
offer no legal justification for 
punching Holloway.

The impending arrest of 
morant’s closest friend — who he 
has said is like a brother to him 
and who has lived in his 
Tennessee mansion — escalates a 
chaotic period for the point 
guard whose career has been 
derailed by a series off-court 
incidents. In June, morant was 
suspended for 25 games in the 
upcoming season after flashing 
an apparent gun while Pack 
broadcast him on Instagram, the 
second time in a matter of 
months that morant had filmed 
himself on social media with a 
gun.

morant and Pack’s lawyers 
have attempted to have 
Holloway’s lawsuit dismissed by 
arguing that morant had 
immunity under Tennessee’s civil 
version of the “Stand Your 
Ground” laws. morant “acted in 
self-defense,” they wrote, “after 
[Holloway] intentionally struck 
him in the face with a basketball.”

A judge in Shelby County 
Circuit Court heard from 
attorneys on both sides in a 

hearing monday and is expected 
to rule on morant’s motion 
Wednesday.

— Gus Garcia-Roberts
 and Molly Hensley-Clancy

The Detroit Pistons and Isaiah 
Stewart, 22,  reportedly agreed on 
a four-year, $64 million contract 
extension.

The 6-foot-8 Stewart averaged  
11.3 points and 8.1 rebounds last 
season  and was entering the last 
year of his rookie contract. . . . 

The Portland Trail Blazers  re-
signed restricted free agent 
Matisse Thybulle after matching 
an offer from the Dallas 
mavericks. Terms of the deal for 
the swingman were not 
disclosed.

 Dallas reportedly offered 
Thybulle  a three-year deal worth 
$33 million.

SOccER
Teams from the same country 

will have more chances to play 
each other when the Champions 
League and other European club 
competitions are revamped next 
year, UEfA announced.

There will be an open draw for 
the round of 16 without so-called 
“country protection,” and two 
teams from a high-ranked nation 

could face each other in the new 
league stage “to avoid a deadlock 
in the draw,” UEfA 
acknowledged.

Currently, teams from the 
same country are always 
separated in the traditional 
group stage and cannot meet in 
the knockout phase until the 
quarterfinals.

That changes in the 2024-25 
season, when the Champions 
League, Europa League and 
rebranded Conference League 
each move to a 36-team format 
with a single standings table.

Teams in the Champions 
League and Europa League will 
play eight games each in the 
league phase, which will end in 
January. Conference League 
teams will have six rounds 
ending in December.

The extra games, drawn from 
four seeding pots each 
containing nine teams, means 
country protection cannot be 
ensured for the most successful 
nations. . . . 

A 23-year-old Brazilian woman 
died  two days after she was hit in 
the neck by a bottle of beer 
during a brawl between 
Palmeiras and flamengo 
supporters.

DIGEST

Police said a  suspect was 
arrested in connection with the 
death of Gabriela anelli, who  
was wounded as she tried to get 
into Allianz Parque Stadium in 
São Paulo for the Brazilian 
championship match Saturday.

cOLLEGE FOOTbALL
Wisconsin  reinstated 

linebacker Jordan Turner less 
than two weeks after suspending 

him for a violation of the athletic 
department’s student-athlete 
discipline policy. 

Athletic Director chris 
McIntosh announced Turner’s 
reinstatement. He made 
68 tackles   last year and  was the 
defensive mVP of Wisconsin’s  
Guaranteed rate Bowl victory 
over oklahoma State.

— From news services
and staff reports

TELEVISIOn AnD RADIO
MLb
8 p.m. All-Star Game » WttG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45) 

WnbA
7 p.m. Seattle at Washington » nBC sports Washington
10 p.m. commissioner’s cup: Phoenix at Las Vegas » CBs sports network

nbA SUMMER LEAGUE
6 p.m. brooklyn vs. Milwaukee » esPnU
6:30 p.m. Houston vs. Oklahoma city » nBa tv
8 p.m. Phoenix vs. new Orleans » esPn2
8:30 p.m. Portland vs. charlotte » nBa tv
10 p.m. chicago vs. Sacramento » esPn2
10:30 p.m. Washington vs. San Antonio » nBa tv
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look at it as wrong because it’s 
part of the game.”

freeman left. A year later, so 
did clubhouse staple Dansby 
Swanson. But when asked if Acu-
ña’s clubhouse demeanor has 
changed in their absence, if he 
has emerged as something differ-
ent, his teammates dismissed the 
notion that Acuña needed some 
kind of transformation.

“Like I always tell him: ‘You’re 
a superstar. . . . You don’t need to 
change. You just have to go play 
hard,’ ” Braves second baseman 
ozzie Albies said. “He does his 
thing. He’s a team guy. He does 
talk when he needs to talk, but he 
goes and does what he does best, 
which is play baseball.”

Catcher Sean murphy, who is 
in his first season playing with 
Acuña, said that every time the 
outfielder reaches base, the 
bench perks up, waiting for him 
to seize an opportunity — partic-
ularly now, when new rules pro-
hibit pitchers from throwing over 
quite as much, when bigger bases 
might just bring stolen bases a 
few inches closer.

riley, who began playing with 
Acuña in the minors in 2015, said 

including the one named ohtani. 
When mLB released its list of the 
top-selling jerseys on its website 
since opening Day, Acuña was 
No. 1, ohtani No. 2.

“I think he can be one of the 
best players ever,” said Kansas 
City royals catcher Salvador Per-
ez, a fellow Venezuelan and an 
eight-time American League all-
star. “He can change baseball.”

funnily enough, the eye black 
is also a reminder of the ways 
baseball tried to change him. 
When freeman, often seen as the 
heart and soul of the Braves, left 
Atlanta in free agency after the 
2021 season, Acuña raised eye-
brows when he told Dominican 
reporter Yancen Pujols that he 
would miss “nothing” about free-
man, then later clarified he was 
frustrated with an incident in his 
rookie season when freeman and 
other veterans took issue with 
the way he wore his eye black.

“When you come up as a rook-
ie, there’s always somebody who 
wants to stick it to you,” Acuña 
told mLB.com at the time. “You 
come with your swagger from the 
minor leagues. . . . A lot of people 
look at it as wrong and I don’t 

making sure the knee was full 
strength. Acuña wanted to play 
for Venezuela in the World Base-
ball Classic, but the Braves did 
not want him to push the knee. 
But after seeing him in spring 
training in february, Atlanta re-
lented, convinced the knee was 
healthy — convinced Acuña 
could participate without inci-
dent. He did, and everything that 
has happened since suggests ev-
erything about Acuña is at full 
strength.

“I always said he was the 
National League mike Trout 
when he came up, and he’s doing 
it,” said Dodgers first baseman 
freddie freeman, Acuña’s former 
teammate in Atlanta. “Nothing 
surprises me about what ronald 
is doing. We all envisioned that 
when he first got called up. He’s 
going to be doing this for a very 
long time.”

At 25, Acuña is leading the NL 
in oPS (.990), runs (79) and 
stolen bases (41). He is the most 
dynamic player on baseball’s 
most complete team, one of eight 
all-stars from the only 60-win 
team in baseball. He received the 
most fan votes of any player, 

 simply that every time the Braves 
have played this season, he has 
been healthy enough to apply 
that eye black and take the field 
with them.

“from last year to this year, it’s 
just being 100 percent healthy,” 
said Austin riley, the Braves’ 
third baseman and a fellow Na-
tional League all-star. “I think in 
this game, the more reps you get, 
you learn yourself better. And 
that’s as simple as I think it is.”

When he tore his ACL 82 
games into the 2021 season, Acu-
ña had accumulated 24 homers 
and 17 stolen bases. He watched 
his teammates win the World 
Series without him that year, 
waded through a winter of rehab, 
and returned in late April of 
2022. He never looked quite the 
same and was limited to 119 
games because of the knee and 
other nicks and bruises. He fin-
ished last season, “a down year,” 
with 15 homers, 29 stolen bases 
and an oPS more than 100 points 
below his career average.

Atlanta wanted him to spend 
his offseason getting fully right, 

acuña from D1

Acuña has his health — and a hot bat for the Braves

BY SCOTT ALLEN 
AND NEIL GREENBERG

Expectations in Queens were 
skyscraper high after the New York 
mets, coming off a playoff appear-
ance last season, added three-time 
Cy Young Award winner Justin 
Verlander and Japanese ace Kodai 
Senga to a roster that already fea-
tured max Scherzer, Pete Alonso 
and francisco Lindor. What has an 
mLB-high $344 million payroll 
bought mets owner Steve Cohen at 
the all-star break? fourth place in 
the National League East and a 
seven-game deficit in the NL wild-
card race.

The mets’ issues are myriad. 
They ars below average in most 
offensive categories, including 
batting average, slugging rate and 
oPS. Their pitching staff is below 
average in ErA, walks and hits per 
inning pitched and more.

“There’s nobody to blame,” Co-
hen said last month. “It’s really 
across the whole team.”

In february, the mets were a 
slight favorite to win the NL East 
and co-favorites with the Los An-
geles Dodgers to win the NL pen-
nant. Now, they’re deciding 
whether to be sellers at the trade 
deadline, closer in the standings to 
the last-place Washington Nation-
als and their $94 million payroll 
than a playoff spot.

The mets are far from the only 
surprise of the season’s first half. 
Here are a few more teams and 
players who have the baseball 
world buzzing at the break, for 
reasons both good and bad.

Good surprise: Orioles
Before the season, fanGraphs 

gave Baltimore a 9.9 percent 
chance to make the playoffs. That 
number is now 75 percent thanks 
in part to catcher Adley 
rutschman, who has picked up 
where he left off as a rookie, and 
outfielder Austin Hays, who is hit-
ting .314 and will join rutschman 
at Tuesday’s All-Star Game. The 
orioles’ starting pitchers have 
struggled to a 4.48 ErA, sixth 
worst in the American League, but 
the bullpen, led by all-stars Yenni-
er Cano (0.89 WHIP) and closer 

félix Bautista (84 strikeouts in 42 
innings), has been solid.

Like most teams outpacing ex-
pectations, the orioles have ben-
efited from a fair amount of luck. 
Baltimore has won five more 
games than expected based on its 
run differential and nine more 
games than expected per its 
 Baseruns, a formula designed to 
estimate how many runs a team 
would be expected to score and 
allow given its underlying offen-
sive and defensive performance.

Bad surprise: Padres
The mets have some company 

among disappointing free-spend-
ing teams. Despite mLB’s third-
highest payroll, the San Diego Pa-
dres, who lost to the Philadelphia 
Phillies in last year’s NL Champi-
onship Series, are in fourth place 
in the NL West. San Diego’s seem-
ingly stacked lineup, built around 
fernando Tatis Jr., Juan Soto and 
manny machado, lacks depth and 
has been inconsistent, ranking 

tied for ninth in the NL in runs. 
The Padres’ starting pitching has 
been good, but right-hander mi-
chael Wacha (8-2, 2.84 ErA) was 
recently placed on the injured list 
with shoulder inflammation.

Good: Reds
How surprising is the Cincinna-

ti reds’ first-half success? Their 
12-game winning streak in June 
was the longest by a team that lost 
at least 100 games the previous 
season since the Louisville Colo-
nels — in 1890. 

Cincinnati has outperformed 
expectations on the strength of its 
young position players, including 
25-year-old first baseman Spencer 
Steer, 23-year-old shortstop matt 
mcLain and 21-year-old infielder 
Elly De La Cruz, who smacked a 
double in his major league debut 
June 6, hit for the cycle in his 15th 
career game and stole second, 
third and home in a two-pitch 
span Saturday.

Cincinnati, which leads the ma-

jors in stolen bases, is looking to 
secure its second postseason ap-
pearance since 2013 and blow past 
its projected win total despite its 
starting pitchers posting the third-
worst ErA in baseball. rookie left-
hander Andrew Abbott has pro-
vided a boost since being promot-
ed in early June, and the looming 
returns of injured righty Hunter 
Greene (hip) and lefty Nick Lodolo 
(lower leg) should help down the 
stretch. Closer Alexis Díaz (26 
saves in 28 opportunities) has an-
chored one of the game’s better 
bullpens.

Bad: alek Manoah
manoah was an all-star for the 

Toronto Blue Jays last season and 
finished third in AL Cy Young vot-
ing after going 16-7 with a 2.24 
ErA. But the 25-year-old right-
hander was demoted in early June 
after he allowed six earned runs in 
one-third of an inning, raising his 
ErA to 6.36. After an ugly outing 
in his first minor league start in the 

florida Complex League, manoah 
struck out 10 and allowed one run 
over five innings for the Class AA 
New Hampshire fisher Cats, earn-
ing a promotion back to the big 
leagues. manoah pitched well in 
his return, allowing one run and 
striking out eight over six innings 
friday. With the Blue Jays in the 
thick of the AL wild-card race, 
manoah pitching more like the 
2022 version of himself will be key.

Good: Geraldo Perdomo
NL rookie of the year favorite 

and mVP candidate Corbin Carroll 
has been the NL West-leading Ari-
zona Diamondbacks’ best player, 
although a right shoulder injury 
before the break is concerning. But 
it’s perhaps Perdomo who has 
been their biggest surprise. 

Perdomo’s oPS has jumped 
from .547 last season to .787 this 
year. In about half the plate ap-
pearances, he has already 
matched last season’s total in 
home runs (five) and exceeded it in 
stolen bases (with 11), and he’s on 
pace to set career highs in runs and 
rBI. His miss rate at the plate is 
also much improved.

Good: Rangers
The rangers finished in fourth 

place last year, 38 games behind 
the AL West champion Houston 
Astros, which tempered expecta-
tions for 2023 despite another 
busy offseason. 

Even without free agent acqui-
sition Jacob deGrom, who under-
went elbow surgery in June, Texas 
is leading the division and is on 
pace to easily surpass its pre-
season win total of 811/2 games set 
by oddsmakers. 

fanGraphs gives the rangers 
nearly a 70 percent chance to make 
the playoffs.

Six Texas players — catcher Jo-
nah Heim, second baseman mar-
cus Semien, shortstop Corey Sea-
ger, third baseman Josh Jung, out-
fielder Adolis García and pitcher 
Nathan Eovaldi — were named to 
the AL all-star team. Heim ranks 
14th among qualified players in 
rBI, but he has driven in a league-
best 24 percent of runners on base. 
Semien is close behind in that sta-

tistic, driving in 20 percent of base 
runners.

Bad: cardinals
Pitching is to blame for the Car-

dinals’ dire situation — 14 games 
under .500 and headed for their 
first losing season since 2007. St. 
Louis pitchers have a combined 
4.63 ErA, the sixth-worst mark in 
baseball. The rotation (25th in 
quality starts) and bullpen (21 
blown saves, most in mLB) have 
been equally disappointing. After 
accounting for the inning, outs 
and men on base at the time of a 
pitch, St. Louis hurlers have al-
lowed about 47 more runs than  
expected.

Good: Bryce Elder
After making nine starts as an 

Atlanta Braves rookie last season, 
Elder was optioned to Class AAA 
during spring training. But since 
being called up to replace injured 
opening Day starter max fried in 
early April, the 24-year-old right-
hander has pitched more like an 
ace than a prospect who failed to 
secure the fifth spot in the Braves’ 
rotation. 

one of a franchise-record eight 
Atlanta players named to the NL 
all-star team, Elder enters the 
break with a 7-2 record and a 2.97 
ErA despite allowing seven 
earned runs in 31/3 innings Sunday. 
The 2020 fifth-round pick out of 
the University of Texas has allowed 
three or fewer earned runs in all 
but four of his 18 starts, and he’s a 
big reason the Braves boast the 
best record in baseball.

Bad: José abreu
Abreu, the 2020 AL mVP, is bat-

ting .237 with seven home runs 
and a .630 oPS for the Houston 
Astros, creating runs at a rate 
26 percent lower than average af-
ter accounting for league and park 
effects. The 36-year-old’s previous 
career low for creating runs was 14 
percent higher than average. See-
ing a decline after age 35 isn’t a 
surprise, but the speed at which 
Abreu’s offensive ability is deterio-
rating is, especially after he signed 
a three-year, $58.5 million con-
tract this offseason.

AnALySIS

As baseball hits all-star break, surprises are not all good 

davId BerdInG/Getty ImaGes

anthony Santander, adley Rutschman and the rest of the Orioles have rapidly become contenders.

to repeated questions about just 
how high the numbers could go. 
Could he become the first player 
to hit 40 home runs and steal 80 
bases? Is there a 60-60 season in 
his future?

“No, no no,” Acuña said. “Be-
cause having a goal means setting 
a limit.”

But if he had to pick a number, 
his eyes are set on 160 — as in at 
least 160 games played during the 
2023 regular season. The secret 
for Acuña, it seems, is just to play 
the game.

part of what makes Acuña special 
is his aggressiveness. But he add-
ed that he is noticing Acuña 
making different decisions here 
and there, a little smarter about 
when to throw the ball, a little 
smarter about when to run. Ulti-
mately, riley said, ronald Acuña 
Jr. is getting better at being ron-
ald Acuña Jr.

“He runs better than me. He 
hits better than me. He throws 
better than me,” riley said. “He 
just does it all.”

The power and speed have led 

KevIn C. Cox/Getty ImaGes

“From last year to this year, it’s just being 100 percent healthy,” 
atlanta’s austin Riley said of teammate Ronald acuña  Jr., above. 
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Toronto’s Vladimir Guerrero 
Jr. joined Vladimir Sr. as they 
became the first father-son duo 
to be Home run Derby   champi-
ons after the younger Guerrero 
beat Tampa Bay’s randy Arozare-
na, 25-23, in the final round 
monday night in Seattle.

Guerrero defeated Julio 
rodríguez, 21-20, in the semifi-
nals after the mariners star hit a 
record 41 homers in the first 
round in front of his hometown 
fans. 

Batting against Blue Jays man-
ager John Schneider, Guerrero 
was the last semifinalist to swing 
and the first finalist, and he set a 
final-round record for homers to 
top the mark Pete Alonso set 
when he beat Guerrero, 23-22, in 
2019.

Vladimir Guerrero Sr. won the 
2007 derby in San francisco 
while with the Los Angeles An-
gels; he beat the Blue Jays’ Alex 
rios, 3-2, in the final.

Cole, gallen to start Tuesday
Gerrit Cole had starting the 

All-Star Game on his baseball 
bucket list.

“I’ve always been like, ‘man, I 
really hope I could do that one 
day,’ ” the New York Yankees ace 
said.

on Tuesday night, he’s getting 
his chance. Cole will start for the 
American League and Arizona’s 
Zac Gallen will open on the 
mound for National League, the 
first time Yankees and Diamond-
backs are both all-star starters 
since roger Clemens faced ran-
dy Johnson in the 2001 game, 
also in Seattle.

“I feel like I’ve worked hard. 
This is something that I dreamed 
of as a kid,” Gallen said. “So for it 
to come to fruition is everything 
and more, really.”
l YaNKEEs: Sean Casey was 

hired as hitting coach of strug-
gling New York a day after the 
team fired Dillon Lawson.

Casey, a three-time all-star 
during a 12-year major league 
career that ended in 2008, had 
spent the past 15 years with mLB 
Network, with whom the 
 49-year-old was an analyst.

“I’ve been able to keep my 
finger on the pulse of the game, 
speaking with current big leagu-
ers, watching a tremendous 
amount of video, breaking down 
film as part of my job and trying 
to figure out what hitters are 
doing physically and mentally,” 
Casey said in a statement. “So I 
feel good about being ready for 
this opportunity to teach and 
impart my experience and ideas.”

Casey and Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone were teammates on 
the Cincinnati reds from 1998 to 
2003.

“His passion for hitting is 
infectious,” Boone said in a state-
ment. “His ability to inspire is 
one of his greatest gifts, and I 
can’t wait for him to tap into our 
players and help them reach 
their potential. There’s no doubt 
in my mind that he will have a 
tremendous impact on our 
team.”

Lawson was fired following 
Sunday’s 7-4 loss to the Chicago 
Cubs.

rouNdup

Like father, 
like son: 
Guerrero 
wins Derby 

acquired in the Soto deal last 
summer — and Elijah Green, last 
year’s first-round pick, will hit. 
Same for infielder Brady House, 
the 2021 first-round pick, and 
pitchers Jackson rutledge, Cole 
Henry, Jarlin Susana and Jake 
Bennett. But what’s true is 
something rizzo said Sunday: 
“You can’t have enough of those 
players.” It’s on the Nats to 
develop them now. If you pump 
them up as “part of the next 
championship-caliber core” — as 
rizzo has done and will continue 
to do — then bravado has to be 
backed up with results. We’re 
watching.

A final word on Skenes: He 
may well be a star, and it was 
easy to envision rizzo and Kline 
taking him with the second pick 
and saying, “This is the guy we 
wanted all along.” Writing the 
speech would have been easy: 
Put this 6-foot-6, 235-pound 
monster in a rotation alongside 
2023 all-star Josiah Gray (age 
25), future all-star macKenzie 
Gore and recovering-from-injury 
Cade Cavalli (both 24), and rizzo 
could have said, “There’s our 
Strasburg-Jordan Zimmermann-
Gio Gonzalez foundation — but 
better.” The case would have been 
compelling.

The guess, though, is Nats fans 
will be more than comfortable 
with Crews. The path back to 
being a contender is still long. 
Dylan Crews makes it a little bit 
shorter.

and later Juan Soto — were the 
nights the Nats expected to win, 
the seasons when contention was 
the only acceptable outcome.

maybe it’s dealing with the 
devil, but better to be aggressive 
about it than to back down. Boras 
is likely to demand more than the 
slot value for the No. 2 pick — 
which this year is $8,998,500 — 
because he firmly believes Crews 
was the most talented player in 
the draft. Paying over slot for 
Crews would impact how much 
the Nats could spend lower in the 
draft. Both sides were happy with 
the outcome Sunday night, but 
there could be acrimony ahead.

The takeaway: relax. This will 
get done. It might take until the 
Aug. 1 deadline to sign draft 
picks, but in the end it makes no 
sense for Crews to turn down 
nearly $9 million (or slightly 
more) and return to LSU for a 
senior season in which he would 
have zero to prove. The Nats 
went to the deadline to sign 
Strasburg. They went to the 
deadline to sign Harper. Both 
deals got done. This one will, too.

And when he signs, Crews will 
be added to a greatly enhanced 
minor league system that could 
both provide players for the 
Nationals’ everyday lineup and 
stock them with inventory from 
which to trade if and when they 
are buyers at the deadline.

There’s no guarantee that any 
or all of outfielders James Wood 
and robert Hassell III — 

That agent, of course: Scott 
Boras, the most prominent and 
polarizing in the game. Yes, to 
Nats fans he might seem like 
Lord Voldemort. But consider 
that Boras clients Stephen 
Strasburg and Bryce Harper — 
both first overall picks — were 
essential to the Nats’ initial 
construction into contenders. 
Consider that Boras steered 
Jayson Werth to Washington in 
free agency at a time when zero 
prominent free agents were 
considering Washington. 
Consider that Boras client max 
Scherzer signed what may well 
be the best free agent contract in 
history — seven years, 
$210 million for six all-star 
appearances, two Cy Youngs, one 
World Series title and a 2.80 ErA 
with 0.962 walks plus hits per 
inning pitched.

Working with Boras can be 
messy, and the impulse to dwell 
on the idea that it means the Nats 
will only have Crews for 61/2 major 
league seasons before he 
inevitably walks in free agency is 
understandable. But if you’re 
working with Boras, it’s because 
you have talented players. The 
Nats of the past were littered 
with Boras clients, only one of 
whom — Strasburg — signed an 
extension to remain with the 
club, and that extension was 
disastrous. But the nights when 
Washington rolled out a lineup 
with Harper, Werth, Anthony 
rendon, Strasburg or Scherzer — 

more years. The worst case 
scenario for Skenes: injury. 
Broadly, it’s just riskier to take a 
pitcher.

“He’s got a whole bagful of 
tools,” rizzo told reporters about 
Crews on a Zoom call Sunday 
night. “He does everything well.”

That’s not just a sugarcoating 
exec defending his pick the night 
of the draft — a common practice 
this time of year. That’s the truth 
about Crews. Extrapolating 
college stats to the pros isn’t a 
science, but this jumps out: 
Crews had 938 plate appearances 
at LSU. He reached base by hit, 
walk or being hit by a pitch in 
467 of them. That’s a career on-
base percentage of .498 — which 
is mind-boggling regardless of 
the level, but in the talent-rich, 
hypercompetitive SEC, it borders 
on impossible. His oPS for his 
three college seasons: 1.116, 1.153 
and 1.280. That’s PED-era Barry 
Bonds stuff. oh, and Crews was a 
central character — the leading 
man — on a team that won the 
College World Series.

There’s another element at 
play here that could make Nats 
fans shudder. rizzo brought it up 
unprompted Sunday night — as a 
potential positive.

“His agent is well acquainted 
with our system and what we’ve 
done in our championship runs 
in the past,” rizzo said. “And he’s 
kind of schooled him on the way 
we do things here and the bright 
future that we have to come.”

to a person familiar with the 
situation. Skenes to the Nats had 
been almost presumed 
throughout the sport for months 
because he fits the club’s DNA so 
perfectly.

General manager mike rizzo, 
and by extension top scouting 
guru Kris Kline, believe so deeply 
that championship teams are 
still built around starting 
pitching — a belief that isn’t 
shared by all front offices — that 
the selection seemed to be a 
octagonal peg into an octagonal 
hole. It would have surprised no 
one.

But there is a line of thinking 
that if you’re evaluating a player 
who can positively impact more 
than 150 games and 1,300 
innings vs. a player who would 
impact slightly more than 30 
games and 200 innings in the 
best, most productive years, the 
math tells you to take the 
position player.

The truth is there was so little 
separating Skenes from Crews 
that the Pirates and the Nats 
could have ended up with either 
and the smiles would have been 
genuine. There is also consensus, 
though, that Crews has a higher 
floor. There are no guarantees in 
performance or health, but the 
worst-case scenario for Crews’s 
career — according to multiple 
scouts and execs — would be an 
everyday major leaguer for 10 or 
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With Crews in the mix, the Nationals’ rebuild keeps humming along

baseball

BY ANDREW GOLDEN

A day before the Washington 
Nationals drafted LSU outfielder 
Dylan Crews with the No. 2 pick, 
manager Dave martinez said he 
would tune in to watch what the 
team did with its potential 
 franchise-changing selection, 
but he seemed more intrigued by 
what General manager mike 
 rizzo and his staff would do 
following that choice.

“I’m more apt to watch the 
next couple of picks after we get 
back up,” martinez said. “Those 
guys are going to be just as 
important as the first guy being 
that we’re rebuilding right now. 
So those are the guys that I’m 
kind of interested to see how 
things line up.”

for the Nationals, hitting on 
picks later in the draft could be 
just as vital to their rebuild as the 
success of Crews. Washington 
again focused on college players 
monday in rounds 3 to 10, using 
seven of its eight picks on them. 
The lone high school selection 
was Travis Sykora, a right-hand-
er taken in the third round out of 
round rock, Tex.

In all, the Nationals have used 
nine of their first 10 picks on 
college players — seven hitters 
and two pitchers. After selecting 
Crews, the Nationals added third 
baseman Yohandy morales out of 
the University of miami with the 
40th pick Sunday to open the 
second round. on a Zoom call 
with reporters monday, morales 
admitted he fell further in the 
draft than he expected. But he 
said he is excited to join the 
organization and reunite with 
Crews, with whom he grew up 
playing.

“I feel like Washington got two 
of the best college hitters in the 
draft, if I’m being honest,” 

 morales said.
morales hit 20 home runs 

while batting .408 this past sea-
son as a junior with the Hurri-
canes. He does have a propensity 
for swings and misses, some-
thing he admitted he needs to 
work on. 

He also said he wants to 
improve his defense at third 
base, where he believes he can 
stick. Third base is crowded in 
the Nationals’ farm system — 
2021 first-round pick Brady 
House and 2022 third-round 
choice Trey Lipscomb play there.

The Nationals opened the sec-
ond day of the draft by taking 
Sykora with the 71st pick. mark 
Baca, the Nationals’ assistant 
director of scouting, said Sykora 
had been on the team’s radar for 
a few years. Kris Kline, the 
Nationals’ assistant general 
manager and vice president of 
scouting operations, said Sykora 
was a first-round player going 
into 2023, but he had some issues 
with his delivery.

The 6-foot-6 Sykora, 19, is 

listed at 220 pounds; his fastball 
averages in the upper 90s and 
has touched 101 mph, Kline said.  
His arsenal is completed by a 
what Kline called an 
 “above-average slider” and a 
splitter that Kline said he prob-
ably will scrap in favor of a 
traditional change-up.

“We did a super job, everybody 
in there, making our [bonus] 
pool money work to the best of 
our ability,” Kline said. “And that 
kind of translated into three 
first-round picks at the top of our 
draft, so it was a good day. Good 
first two days for us.”

The Nationals added college 
bats over the next four rounds. 
outfielder Andrew Pinckney of 
Alabama and shortstop marcus 
Brown of oklahoma State were 
selected in the fourth and fifth 
rounds before one of Crews’s 
LSU teammates, second base-
man Gavin Dugas, was chosen to 
open the sixth. 

Then the Nationals added La-
mar’s ryan Snell, a finalist for 
the Buster Posey Award, which is 

given to the best collegiate 
 catcher. 

Kline said Sunday night that it 
was an “unusual year” for the 
depth of college hitters.

Pinckney and Dugas were high 
performers at SEC programs. 
Pinckney hit .245 with a home 
run and 11 rBI in his first season 
of 2021, but this year he clubbed 
18 home runs and added 58 rBI 
while increasing his batting aver-
age to .339. Baca said he could 
have huge power potential with a 
few minor swing adjustments. 

Dugas, who was part of LSU’s 
national championship team 
this season, hit .295 over his last 
three seasons while showing 
some pop with 41 home runs; 
Kline compared him to three-
time all-star Dan Uggla.

The Nationals also added two 
college arms monday: Iowa left-
hander Jared Simpson (eighth 
round) and Vanderbilt righty 
Thomas Schultz (ninth). They 
finished the day by drafting Phil-
lip Glasser, a shortstop from 
Indiana, in the 10th round.

outside of Sykora and Brown, 
every other pick on Day 2 was a 
college senior or a graduate stu-
dent. 

Kline and Baca were confident 
all of their picks will sign.

On draft’s second day, the Nats target more college hitters 
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Just one high-schooler is 
among first 10 selections 
for rebuilding franchise

Westfield outfielder Jonny 
farmelo, who battled Eldridge’s 
Warhawks five times this season, 
including in a state championship 
game that madison won, went 
29th to the Seattle mariners.

“me and him are going to share 
a phone call later,” Eldridge said. 
“He is a great kid.”

Hype had long swelled around 
the prospect of Eldridge as a ma-
jor leaguer — no more so than in 
baseball-crazed Vienna, where 
many anticipated this night a dec-
ade earlier. family members, 
teammates and coaches spoke of 
Eldridge in terms that toed the 
line between reality and hyperbo-
le, claiming he hit three home 
runs when he was 10, less than a 
day after his idol, Bryce Harper, 
did (true), and that he hit a walk-

off homer that bounced to the 
Vienna water tower, more than 
600 feet from home plate, when 
he was a sophomore (in dispute).

“Vienna has embraced him,” 
said his father, Ben. “You can see 
that tonight.”

major league front offices took 
note of the towering star during 
his sophomore year as he and 
2021 second-round pick James 
Triantos led the Warhawks to the 
state title. The noise only got loud-
er over the summer between his 
junior and senior years, when El-
dridge lifted the U.S. team to an 
under-18 Baseball World Cup 
championship and earned mVP 
honors for his two-way exploits.

This spring, scouts and fans 
came out in droves to see whether 
Eldridge could duplicate the act 

locally. He rewarded their faith. At 
the plate, he churned out a 1.750 
oPS with nine home runs. on the 
mound, with a fastball that 
topped out at 97 mph, he went 11-0 
with a 1.30 ErA and struck out 88 
in 532/3 innings. He was perfect in a 
relief appearance in the state title 
game, shutting out Westfield over 
the final three innings to deliver 
the Warhawks another state 
championship. Less than two 
weeks later, he was named All-
met Player of the Year.

“I couldn’t have been here with-
out all the support of these people 
around me,” Eldridge said Sunday.

He began the night laughing 
with teammates over the blaring 
televisions and background chat-
ter, well aware his draft stock was 
in the middle-to-late part of the 

BY SPENCER NUSBAUM

Surrounded by hundreds of 
friends, family members and 
madison High teammates at the 
Bear Branch Tavern in Vienna on 
Sunday night, Bryce Eldridge 
looked the part of a professional.

With a 6-foot-7 figure and an 
assured smile, he was ready for a 
major league team to draft him. 
for years, many in Northern Vir-
ginia had expected he would be a 
pro. An answered call at 8:22 p.m., 
and a collective roar a minute 
later, indicated that, at pick No. 16 
of the first round, the San francis-
co Giants were  convinced.

As Eldridge looked up at the TV 
screen, the calm mental resolve 
that helped shape him into one of 
the best high school athletes in 
the country turned to mush; he 
rubbed his eyes in a futile effort to 
hold back tears as mLB Commis-
sioner rob manfred called his 
name from the site of the draft in 
Seattle.

Some scouts and many fans had 
called Eldridge “the American 
ohtani” for his two-way talents. 
on Sunday night, the Giants told 
him he’ll be given the opportunity 
to live up to that billing.

“Everything that I worked for 
was leading up to this day,” El-
dridge said. “It’s crazy. That day is 
here.”

When asked where the mo-
ment ranked in his life, he didn’t 
hesitate: “Number one.”

Eldridge told The Washington 
Post that he will forgo attending 
the University of Alabama after 
committing to the program as a 
freshman. He will sign with San 
francisco, which made him the 
first high-schooler drafted in the 
first round out of Northern Vir-
ginia since the Baltimore orioles 
selected Westfield’s Brandon Sny-
der with the 13th pick in 2005.

first round. When the Pittsburgh 
Pirates selected LSU’s Paul Skenes 
with the first pick, he and his 
teammates laughed and let out a 
playful “Aww!”

Heading into the draft, El-
dridge had a sense last week the 
Giants could be his destination 
after he excelled during the pre-
draft workout. Still, at No. 16, San 
francisco was even higher than 
his mom, Beth Kenney, projected.

“I honestly didn’t think it was 
possible,” she said. “But he was 
hitting bombs. So we felt pretty 
good about our experience.”

Before pick No. 15, Eldridge 
went outside with his phone to his 
ear, with everyone in the restau-
rant craning their necks to get a 
feel for the call’s tenor. Eldridge 
kept a steely demeanor — the 
Giants had just told Eldridge that 
he “might be their guy” — before 
coming inside and motioning for 
everyone to calm down.

Several minutes later, he kept 
his phone to his ear and smiled.

The hugs and selfies lasted 
more than an hour after the selec-
tion. one relative pulled out a 
sheet of paper with every draft 
pick’s slot value and pointed to 
No. 16, which has a $4,326,600 
valuation.

Still, challenges lay ahead. 
Though ohtani has redefined 
what mLB front-office executives 
are willing to dream of, no other 
modern player has become a pro-
ductive two-way major leaguer.

Last season, the Giants also 
used their first-round pick on a 
two-way prospect, reggie Craw-
ford. Still, Eldridge is entering 
rare territory. He welcomes it.

“The ballpark is beautiful,” he 
said. “They’ve got a great history, 
great farm system, such a great 
fan base — I mean, living out in 
San francisco and playing base-
ball every day, that’s the dream.”

Madison’s Eldridge lives the dream  on his selection Sunday 

Julia nikhinson for the Washington Post

Bryce Eldridge was surrounded by family and friends sunday when he was drafted 16th by the giants.
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with moving up the court and 
won 21 of 32 points at the net in 
comparison.

Eubanks’s chippy game is retro 
in that way — unlike that of many 
of his American peers, who prefer 
to pound away from the baseline.

“relies a lot on his serve, and 
serves great,” said medvedev, who 
beat Eubanks in the quarterfinals 
in miami in march. “Is not afraid 
to go to the net maybe even after 
— let’s say, many people of my 
generation, we tend to go to the 
net after a good shot to try to 
finish the point. He is not scared 
to make a bad shot and still go to 
the net and try to finish the point 
there. Definitely a little bit differ-
ent from other players. Also one-
handed backhand. Close to the 
line. Going to be interesting.”

The results here have helped 
Eubanks in the self-belief depart-
ment, although he is not adjust-
ing his grounded expectations. 
“As long as I can honestly say 
after the match I tried to problem 
solve, I tried to do what I said I 
was going to do, it just didn’t 
really go my way today, I’m okay 
with that,” he said.

Amid all the hubbub, he has 
tried to reflect on advice given to 
him by two good friends — Gauff, 
a fellow Atlantan, and four-time 
Grand Slam champion Naomi 
osaka. 

Eubanks doesn’t come from a 
big sports family, and his older 
cousin Trey, who played for mich-
igan State, is the only relative he 
has who played tennis seriously. 
Instead, Eubanks often leaned on 
friends for guidance in the pro 
tennis world.

“They’ve been saying for a long 
time that they feel like I belong at 
this level. . . .  I knew I could come 
out on any match and maybe light 
it up, could cause some guys some 
trouble. I don’t know if I really 
believed I could put it together 
match after match after match 
against quality opponents,” Eu-
banks said. “That’s something 
Coco has been telling me for a 
long time. Naomi even says the 
same thing: ‘ . . .  Hey, you can play 
at this level; you just got to 
believe it.’ ”

out themselves,” he said. “This is a 
difficult enough situation for the 
PGA without Congress meddling 
in it, potentially negatively. We’ll 
see. I’ve got responsibilities as 
ranking member. I’ll try to play 
my role as constructively as possi-
ble.”

Johnson said he has never seen 
a LIV Golf event — “I don’t even 
know where to access it,” he said 
— but is sympathetic to the views 
of the families of Sept. 11 victims 
who feel betrayed by the PGA 
Tour.

“I understand the issue of 
sportswashing,” he said. “At the 
same time, it does seem like the 
kingdom is trying to reform, 
spending an awful lot of money to 
reform. I’d like to think that ev-
erybody, every nation is redeem-
able. I would rather see them 
reform than not reform. If this 
was one of the ways it helps them 
do so, I don’t necessarily want to 
forestall it.”

leigh ann caldwell contributed to this 
report.

parties to change the deal or go 
back to the drawing board on it.”

Congressional pressure is just 
one obstacle the agreement faces. 
The tour’s policy board needs to 
approve the final deal, a decision 
that could be weeks or months 
away, and the Justice Department 
would need to be satisfied that the 
partnership doesn’t violate feder-
al antitrust laws, which some le-
gal analysts say could prove prob-
lematic.

Sen. ron Johnson (r-Wis.), the 
subcommittee’s ranking member, 
did not sign on to letters request-
ing documents, but he did sign 
letters requesting the golf execu-
tives appear at the hearing. In an 
interview, Johnson said he spoke 
with the tour’s Price ahead of the 
hearing and appeared sympa-
thetic to the PGA Tour’s position.

“Congress and the federal gov-
ernment exacerbates or causes 
more problems than it solves, 
which is one of the reasons I 
thought probably the best thing 
you can do is take a hands-off 
attitude here, let the PGA sort this 

person familiar with the situa-
tion, preferring to hear from Nor-
man.

Getting officials with the PIf, 
which has been in contact with 
the subcommittee, to come before 
Congress promises to be even 
trickier. As a senior Saudi leader, 
Al-rumayyan has never testified 
before Congress, and those close 
to the situation don’t expect that 
to change.

Both the PGA Tour and LIV 
Golf have produced documents at 
the request of the subcommittee, 
and Blumenthal said the tour “ap-
pears to be playing ball” with 
investigators. Asked whether the 
PIf is cooperating, he said, “We’ll 
see.”

The PGA Tour executives are 
expected to tell lawmakers that 
striking a deal with the Saudis — 
and ending the costly litigation — 
is key to the long-term sustain-
ability of the tour. The subcom-
mittee doesn’t have the power to 
nullify the deal, but Blumenthal 
said “truth has a way of some-
times putting pressure on the 

later this month, but the subcom-
mittee declined.

Blumenthal said he wants to 
explore the deal’s genesis, what 
professional golf will look like 
under the new framework, what 
the Saudi influence will be and 
whether Congress needs to 
 re-examine the tour’s tax-exempt 
status.

“The Saudis here are not just 
buying a team; they’re taking over 
the sport,” he said. “The PIf is 
taking over golf worldwide and in 
America — the PGA Tour, which is 
a cherished, iconic American in-
stitution. And we need to be con-
cerned about the impact on the 
national interest and economy. 
It’s a cultural touchstone, and 
there’s an impact on our national 
interest.”

With Norman out of the coun-
try, LIV Golf offered instead to 
send Gary Davidson, its acting 
chief operating officer and an 
executive with Performance54, 
the golf management firm that 
helps run LIV. But the committee 
rejected the offer, according to a 

Europe-based DP World Tour.
Blumenthal wanted to hear 

from Jay monahan, the PGA Tour 
commissioner; Greg Norman, the 
LIV Golf chief executive; and 
 Yasir Al-rumayyan, the PIf gov-
ernor who stands to become one 
of the most powerful people in 
golf if the deal is finalized.

None of the three will appear 
Tuesday. Norman and 
 Al-rumayyan cited scheduling 
conflicts. monahan was out on 
medical leave recovering from an 
unspecified health condition, 
though he has since announced 
he’ll return to work next monday.

Instead, the committee will 
question Jimmy Dunne, a mem-
ber of the PGA Tour’s policy board 
who played a key role in negotiat-
ing the deal with the Saudis, and 
ron Price, the tour’s chief operat-
ing officer. According to a person 
familiar with the situation, the 
tour offered to make monahan 
available if the subcommittee 
would postpone the hearing until 
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Blumenthal expects more hearings on the PGA Tour’s Saudi deal

With it, the former Georgia 
Tech standout upset the two-time 
Grand Slam finalist to nudge an 
already unforgettable Wimble-
don debut toward something like 
fantasy.

“I feel like I’m living in a dream 
right now,” Eubanks said. “This is 
absolutely insane when you paint 
all of the context.”

The context: Eubanks, a 
 27-year-old from Atlanta, arrived 
at the All England Club to play in 
his first main draw at Wimbledon 
six years into his pro career with a 
win-loss record of 21-33 in eight 
Grand Slam appearances, having 
never made it past the second 
round. He had a career-high 
ranking of 43, achieved after win-
ning the first title of his career on 
grass in mallorca, Spain, last 
month. He lived for so long in the 
200 levels of the rankings that in 
2022 he took up — and plans to 
continue — a commentating gig 
with Tennis Channel as a fallback, 
meaning his post-match inter-
view on the court lasted longer 
than most and produced ripples 
of laughter from the crowd.

“The grass and I, we’ve had a 
very, let’s say, strenuous relation-
ship over the years,” Eubanks 
said, referring to his previously 
professed hatred for the playing 
surface. “But right now it’s my 
best friend.”

Clearly, context is not always 
predictive.

The unexpected success from 
his past week here has left Eu-
banks feeling somewhat dazed 
and has also required consider-
able time spent pushing back his 
hotel checkout date again and 
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Eubanks  
rallies past 
Tsitsipas at 
Wimbledon

know if that dream would actual-
ly come true.”

Eubanks has spoken about his 
absence of self-belief at Grand 
Slams over the past week. It is the 
product of both a pragmatic mind 
and the whittling of confidence 
that comes with years of toiling 
away with a low ranking.

Yet no matter how Eubanks felt 
about playing on grass a month 
ago, it’s clear it suits his game. His 
biggest asset is his serve, throt-
tled from on high — he is 6-foot-7. 
He served 13 aces monday, which 
is the fewest he has had in a 
match here by 10, and won 46 of 
72 points at the net. Tsitsipas is a 
talented net player comfortable 

“Dream come true. Yeah, it’s 
tough to really put into words, 
but to be able to come out today 
and play the way that I did, just 
kind of take everything in, it’s 
surreal,” he said. “Everything 
from realizing that I have two 
credentials at Wimbledon for the 
rest of my life, to checking my 
phone and seeing my name as an 
ESPN alert, to realizing how 
much I disliked grass at the be-
ginning of the grass-court season, 
to now look at where I am. . . .  I 
just think the entire experience 
all together has just been a whirl-
wind. 

“It’s been something that you 
dream about. But I didn’t really 

again. He upset world No. 13 
Cameron Norrie in the second 
round, and monday’s win over 
No. 5 seed Tsitsipas was his first 
victory over a top-five player in 
his career. He faces No. 3 Daniil 
medvedev in a quarterfinal 
Wednesday, a berth that gained 
him entry to Wimbledon’s elite, 
secretive-ish “Last 8 Club,” where 
passage is reserved for those who 
have made the quarterfinals of a 
singles draw or the semifinals of a 
doubles draw.

It is a lifetime membership, 
replete with tickets for the mem-
ber and a guest.

Eubanks is now booked at his 
hotel through friday.

toby Melville/reuters

Chris Eubanks served  13 aces during his   win over Stefanos tsitsipas to grab a spot in the quarterfinals.
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WIMBlEdOn, England — ons 
Jabeur is getting another shot at 
Elena rybakina, a year after losing 
to her in the Wimbledon final.

It’s just the quarterfinals this 
time around, but the Tunisian 
player has to go through the de-
fending champion to have a 
chance of winning her first Grand 
Slam title.

The sixth-seeded Jabeur routed 
two-time champion Petra Kvitova, 
6-0, 6-3, on monday in the round 
of 16 at the All England Club.

“I’m probably going for my re-
venge,” Jabeur said on court. “It 
was a difficult final last year. It’s 
going to bring a lot of memories.”

Jabeur has been a Grand Slam 
runner-up twice — both times last 
year. After losing to rybakina in 
three sets at Wimbledon, she lost 
to Iga Swiatek in straight sets at 
the U.S. open, falling just short of 
becoming the first African or Arab 
woman to win a major tennis tour-
nament in the sport’s professional 
era.

Two things jump out to Jabeur 
when she thinks about the Wim-
bledon loss to rybakina, who rep-
resents Kazakhstan but was born 
in russia.

“The fact that I was really ex-
hausted emotionally,” she began. 
“I wanted to keep pushing, but I 
felt little bit empty. Second thing, 
maybe what my coach kept telling 
me, to stick more to the plan, to do 

certain things, even though I was 
thinking something else in that 
match.”

The 28-year-old Jabeur hopes 
to “play more freely, just think 
about each point and not the re-
sults.”

The ninth-seeded Kvitova, who 
eliminated Jabeur in the first 
round at Wimbledon in 2019, dug 
herself a hole from the start, com-
mitting a double fault and three 
unforced errors to hand Jabeur a 
service break in the first game.

rybakina advanced monday 
when Beatriz Haddad maia re-
tired from their matchup with a 

back injury with rybakina leading 
4-1.

“Now I’m feeling much better 
and more confident coming and 
playing on Centre Court,” rybaki-
na said. “It is different from the 
first round. I think it was just 
overall the atmosphere and the 
nerves to play the first match to 
get used to the grass, just to play 
some matches here. I think now 
mentally I’m much better. Physi-
cally also good now.”

In other women’s results, 
 second-seeded Aryna Sabalenka 
reached the quarterfinals by beat-
ing No. 21 Ekaterina Alexandrova, 

6-4, 6-0. The Australian open 
champion will next face madison 
Keys. The American, seeded 25th, 
defeated 16-year-old mirra 
 Andreeva, 3-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-2.

djokovic is unhappy but wins
 Novak Djokovic is a bit tired of 

not getting on Centre Court at 
Wimbledon until nearly 9 p.m. 
The waiting. The uncertainty. The 
rushing to try to finish matches by 
the 11 p.m. curfew — or the annoy-
ance at having to stop midway 
through a contest and wait until 
the following day to resume.

He offered a solution  after win-
ning his 32nd consecutive match 
in the grass-court tournament by 
wrapping up a 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (8-6), 
5-7, 6-4 victory over Hubert 
Hurkacz that began Sunday eve-
ning but was halted after two sets: 
Start play in the All England Club’s 
main stadium earlier than 1:30. 
maybe at noon.

“There are different ways that 
I’m sure they will address this 
issue, and try to avoid having these 
kind of problems in the future,” 
said Djokovic, who is  into the 
quarterfinals and three wins from 
what would be a fifth champion-
ship in a row at Wimbledon, his  
eighth overall in the event and a 
24th career Grand Slam title.

However, the head of the club 
made clear there is not much of a 
chance of such a switch.

“matches are happening at a 
time when they’re accessible to 

people. We’re seeing [TV] viewing 
figures that are beyond our expec-
tations and beyond previous 
years,” club chief executive Sally 
Bolton said, “so I think they prob-
ably speak for themselves.”

Play begins on the smaller 
courts at 11 a.m. and at No. 1 Court 
at 1 p.m., with Centre Court the 
last to get play underway. Because 
the tournament site is in a residen-
tial area, local rules prevent 
matches from continuing past 
11 p.m.; often, if a set ends around 
10:30, the encounter will be sus-
pended until the next day so as not 
to risk going beyond the cutoff 
time.

on Sunday, Hurkacz held three 
set points when he led the opening 
tiebreaker 6-3, but he showed 
some shakiness and could not 
hold on. Then he led 5-4 in the 
second tiebreaker, but   Djokovic 
again rallied  before the interrup-
tion Sunday night.

After Hurkacz made things in-
teresting by grabbing a set mon-
day, Djokovic reasserted himself, 
as he so often does.

“Playing Novak,” Hurkacz said, 
“is just an incredible challenge to 
compete against.”

Top-ranked  Carlos Alcaraz  got 
past 2021 Wimbledon runner-up 
matteo Berrettini, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3, 
6-3. In the quarterfinals he will 
face  Holger rune, who  came back 
from a set down to beat No. 21 
Grigor Dimitrov, 3-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 
(7-4), 6-3.

Wimbledon Roundup

Rematch looms for Jabeur in the quarterfinals

alberto pezzali/associated press

 ons Jabeur, a 2022 Wimbledon finalist, routed  two-time champion 
Petra Kvitova to reach the quarterfinals at the all England Club.

He added that he has retained 
an attorney to “take the neces-
sary steps to protect my rights in 
accordance with the law.”

Schill’s decision came after 
fitzgerald, 48, was initially sus-
pended friday for two weeks 
without pay, one of several steps 
university administrators took 
after commissioning an inde-
pendent investigation of allega-
tions of hazing reported by an 
unidentified former player.

A day later, a Daily Northwest-
ern report detailed additional 
allegations, and Schill wrote in a 
letter to the school’s community 
late Saturday that he “may have 
erred in weighing the appropri-
ate sanction” for fitzgerald. The 
former player, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity to the 
student publication, said sexual-
ized hazing activities took place 
in the locker room, including an 
activity known as “running,” 
which involved restraining a 
younger player while eight to 10 
older ones took part in a sexual-
ized act.

“It’s done under this smoke 
and mirror of, ‘oh, this is team 
bonding,’ but, no, this is sexual 
abuse,” the former player said in 
the report. A second player told 
the paper that he also saw the 
occurrences.

The former player alleged 
team members identified players 
for “running” by clapping their 
hands above their heads around 
the player, a gesture known by 
players as “the Shrek clap.” 
fitzgerald, he said, made the 
signal during practice when play-
ers, especially freshmen, made 
mistakes. “Everyone would just 
be looking at each other and be 
like, ‘Bro, fitz knows about this,’ 
because you wouldn’t take that 
action otherwise,” the former 
player told the Daily Northwest-
ern. “Everyone joins in because 
he’s the head coach.”

In an interview with ESPN on 
Sunday, the former player, again 
granted anonymity, said he told 
Schill about the hazing, much of 
which he said was sexualized.

“fitz absolutely knew about 
hazing in this program,” he said. 
“fitz absolutely failed by not 
intervening. fitz knew, and he 
should have made it stop; and if 
he truly did not know, he should 
not be the head coach. Either 
way, he should not be the head 
coach, because he is not monitor-
ing and protecting the safety and 
well-being of student-athletes.”

A current player told ESPN 
that the former player whose 
allegations sparked the investi-
gation told him of a plan to take 
down fitzgerald, and “the sole 
goal was to see Coach fitz rot in 
jail.” According to the current 
player, “none of that stuff hap-
pened in our locker room.”

In another Daily Northwest-
ern report published monday, 
three men who played for the 
team in the late 2000s corrobo-
rated that hazing existed within 
the program and recalled multi-
ple racist actions and remarks 
made by coaches and players. 
ramon Diaz Jr., a Latino offen-
sive lineman who played for 
Northwestern from 2005 to 2008, 
said his experience on the team 
was hostile as a non-White play-
er. 

“I didn’t feel like I could be 
anything other than White,” Diaz 
told the publication. “We never 
felt like we could be ourselves. 
We had to fit in by being White or 
acting White or laughing at our 
own people.”

In his statement monday, 
Schill noted that, thanks in part 
to “new media reporting,” at least 
a dozen current and former Wild-
cats have acknowledged that 
“systemic” hazing has been going 
on for years in the program.

“This has never been about 
one former student-athlete and 
his motives; this is much bigger 
than that,” Schill wrote. “over the 
last two days, I have received 
hundreds and hundreds of 
emails describing how [fitzger-
ald] has transformed the lives of 
current and former student-ath-
letes. However, as much as Coach 
fitzgerald has meant to our insti-
tution and our student-athletes, 
we have an obligation — in fact a 
responsibility — to live by our 
values, even when it means mak-
ing difficult and painful deci-
sions such as this one. We must 
move forward.”

fitzgerald compiled a 110-101 
record in 17 seasons as coach, 
leading the Wildcats to 10 bowl 
games. Northwestern had ap-
peared in just six bowl games in 
its history before fitzgerald’s ten-
ure began in 2006. In 2021, he 
signed a 10-year contract exten-
sion that ran through 2030.

fitzgErald from d1

Fitzgerald 
is fired after 
allegations 
of hazing
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Legal Notices815

NOTICE

BankUnited, NA.
v.
Bank of America, NA, et. al.

In the Circuit Court for
Prince George’s County
Civil No: CAE22-15116

Notice is hereby issued to
Cheryl Leigh Chapman that
a Complaint to Restore Deed
of Trust and Void Erroneous
Certificate of Satisfaction
has been filed by the Plain-
tiff, BankUnited, N.A., in the
Circuit Court for Prince
George’s County. Cheryl
Leigh Chapman is a grantor
on the Deed of Trust record-
ed against the property com-
monly known as 3400 28th
Parkway, Temple Hills, Mary-
land (herein the “Property”)
and is accordingly an indis-
pensable party in this action.
The Plaintiff, BankUnited,
N.A., is seeking the relief
of this Court to restore the
Deed of Trust executed by
Cheryl Leigh Chapman, and
Benjamin Chapman, and
Void Erroneous Certificate of
Satisfaction filed by Bank of
America, N.A.
Specifically, Plaintiff is seek-
ing that the Court enter an
Order nullifying, revoking
and rescinding the Certifi-
cate of Satisfaction and
restoring Plaintiff’s interest
in the Subject Property
under the Senior Lien to its
original, bargained-for posi-
tion and priority as if the
Satisfaction were never
recorded, and that the Court
strike such Certificate of Sat-
isfaction from the Land
Record of Prince George’s
County, Maryland; That this
honorable Court enter a
declaratory judgment
declaring one or all of the
following:
A) the Certificate of Satisfac-
tion was recorded in error,
does not operate to release
the Senior Lien, or satisfy the
Subject Loan, and is a nullity.
B) the Senior Lien continues
to encumber the Property
and is not released and is
not affected by the Certifi-
cate of Satisfaction. C) That
this honorable Court enter
an Order quieting title to
Plaintiff’s interest in the Sub-
ject Property as described in
the Senior Lien, and afforded
priority as if the Certificate
of Satisfaction were never
recorded; and D) That the
Court award such other and
further relief as may be
appropriate under the cir-
cumstances.
Notice is hereby issued to
Cheryl Leigh Chapman that
the relief sought in the afore-
mentioned complaint must
be responded to within 30
days or an Order of Default
may result in the granting of
the Plaintiff‘s Complaint to
Restore Deed of Trust and
Void Erroneous Certificate of
Satisfaction in the Circuit
Court for Prince George’s
County.

June 27, July 4, 11, 2023
12427143

Notice is hereby given that the
following named company,
Amerisave Mortgage Corpora-
tion, at the address listed here-
with; 301 McCullough Drive,
Suite 400, Office 444, Charlotte,
North Carolina 28262; has made
application to engage in the busi-
ness of loaning money for the
license year ending December
31, 2023 as provided by the Act
of Congress, approved February
14, 1913. Anyone desiring to
protest against the issuance of
this license should do so in writ-
ing to the Commissioner of the
Department of Insurance, Secu-
rities and Banking, 1050 First
Street, NE, Suite 801, Washing-
ton, DC 20002, in the manner
prescribed by said Act: See DC
Code Title 26, Chapter 9 and 16
DCMR 2.

Notice is hereby given that the
following named company,
Amerisave Mortgage Corpora-
tion, at the address listed here-
with; 2525 W Frye Rd, Suite 115,
Chandler, Arizona 85224; has
made application to engage in
the business of loaning money
for the license year ending
December 31, 2023 as provided
by the Act of Congress, approved
February 14, 1913. Anyone desir-
ing to protest against the
issuance of this license should
do so in writing to the Com-
missioner of the Department of
Insurance, Securities and Bank-
ing, 1050 First Street, NE, Suite
801, Washington, DC 20002, in
the manner prescribed by said
Act: See DC Code Title 26, Chap-
ter 9 and 16 DCMR 2.

C JOBS
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Notice is hereby given that the
following named company,
Amerisave Mortgage Corpora-
tion, at the address listed here-
with; 170 S. Green Valley Park-
way, Suite 300 Office 319, Hen-
derson, Nevada 89012; has made
application to engage in the busi-
ness of loaning money for the
license year ending December
31, 2023 as provided by the Act
of Congress, approved February
14, 1913. Anyone desiring to
protest against the issuance of
this license should do so in writ-
ing to the Commissioner of the
Department of Insurance, Secu-
rities and Banking, 1050 First
Street, NE, Suite 801, Washing-
ton, DC 20002, in the manner
prescribed by said Act: See DC
Code Title 26, Chapter 9 and 16
DCMR 2.

Notice is hereby given that the
following named company,
Amerisave Mortgage Corpora-
tion, at the address listed here-
with; 9510 Ormsby Station Road,
Suite 301, Louisville, Kentucky
40223; has made application to
engage in the business of loaning
money for the license year end-
ing December 31, 2023 as pro-
vided by the Act of Congress,
approved February 14, 1913.
Anyone desiring to protest
against the issuance of this
license should do so in writing to
the Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Insurance, Securities and
Banking, 1050 First Street, NE,
Suite 801, Washington, DC
20002, in the manner prescribed
by said Act: See DC Code Title 26,
Chapter 9 and 16 DCMR 2.

Official Notices820

ABC LICENSE: Lidl US Operations
LLC trading as Lidl 8387 Leesburg
Pike, Suite C Vienna (Fairfax County)
Virginia 22182. The above establish-
ment is applying to the VIRGINIA
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
(ABC) AUTHORITY for a Gourmet
Shop Wine and Beer Off-Premises
license to sell or manufacture alco-
holic beverages. Connor Bevans,
Officer NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must be
submitted to ABC no later than 30
days from the publishing date of the
first of two required newspaper
legal notices. Objections should be
registered at www.abc.virginia.gov
or 800-552-3200.

Montgomery County850

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
MARYLAND

CARRIE M.WARD, et al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville,MD 20852
Substitue Trustees/Plaintiffs,

vs.

LIBNIWINSETT
422 Girard Street
Unit 301 a/k/a Unit 142
Gaithersburg,MD 20877
Defendants(s).

Case No. C-15-CV-22-004041
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 7th day
of July, 2023, by the Circuit Court
for Montgomery County,Maryland,
that the sale of the property men-
tioned in these proceedings and
described as 422 Girard Street, Unit
301 a/k/a Unit 142, Gaithersburg,
MD 20877, made and reported by
the Substitute Trustee, will be RAT-
IFIED AND CONFIRMED, unless
cause to the contrary thereof be
shown on or before the 7th day of
August 2023, provided a copy of
this NOTICE be inserted in some
daily newspaper printed in said
County, once in each of three suc-
cessive weeks before the 7th day
of August, 2023.
The report states the purchase
price at the Foreclosure sale to be
$152,000.00.

Karen A. Bushell
Clerk, Circuit Court for

Montgomery County,Maryland

BWW#MD-355602
July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428731

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
MARYLAND

CARRIE M.WARD, et al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville,MD 20852
Substitue Trustees/Plaintiffs,

vs.

ALEXANDRE R.VIANA
MARCELLE L.VIANA
1617 Farragut Avenue
Rockville,MD 20851
Defendants(s).

Case No. C-15-CV-22-001925
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 7th day
of July, 2023, by the Circuit Court
for Montgomery County,Maryland,
that the sale of the property men-
tioned in these proceedings and
described as 1617 Farragut
Avenue, Rockville, MD 20851,
made and reported by the Substi-
tute Trustee, will be RATIFIED AND
CONFIRMED, unless cause to the
contrary thereof be shown on or
before the 7th day of August 2023,
provided a copy of this NOTICE be
inserted in some daily newspaper
printed in said County, once in
each of three successive weeks
before the 7th day of August, 2023.
The report states the purchase
price at the Foreclosure sale to be
$370,000.00.

Karen A. Bushell
Clerk, Circuit Court for

Montgomery County,Maryland

BWW#MD-123910
July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428730
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE THE INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENTAUTHORITY OF THE COUNTY OF PRINCEWILLIAM
ON PROPOSED PRIVATEACTIVITY REVENUE BOND FINANCING

FOR DUMFRIES SENIOR LIVING, LLC

Notice is hereby given that the Industrial Development Authority of
the County of Prince William (the "Authority"), whose address is P.O.
Box 2636, Manassas, Virginia 20108, will hold a public hearing on
the request of Dumfries Senior Living, LLC, a Virginia limited liability
company (the "Borrower"), whose address is 1123 Ormond Court,
McLean, Virginia 22101, for the issuance by the Authority of up to
$20,000,000 of its revenue bonds to (a) finance or refinance a portion
of the cost of acquiring, constructing and equipping an age-restricted,
affordable multifamily residential housing facility (the “Project”), to
consist of approximately 125 residential units in an approximately
151,000 square foot, 5-story building on approximately 7.6 acres of
land located at 17950 Curtis Drive, Dumfries, Virginia, 22026, in Prince
William County, Virginia and (b) finance certain costs of issuance,
funding of any required reserves and other financeable expenditures.
The Project will meet the requirements of a qualified residential
rental project within the meaning of Section 142(d) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. The Project will be owned
and/or operated by the Borrower or an entity related to the Borrower.

The public hearing, which may be continued or adjourned, will be held
at 6:30 p.m. on July 17, 2023 before the Authority in the Potomac
Conference Room of the Prince William County James J. McCoart
Government Administration Building located at 1 County Complex
Court, Woodbridge, Virginia, 22192. The public hearing will provide an
opportunity for interested persons to be heard. The public hearing
will provide the fullest opportunity for the expression of opinion and
for argument on the merits on the issuance of the proposed private
activity bonds.

The proposed private activity bonds will not pledge the credit or the
taxing power of the Commonwealth of Virginia, the County of Prince
William, Virginia or the Authority but will be payable solely from the
revenues derived from the Borrower and the Project and pledged
therefor.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTAUTHORITY OF THE
COUNTY OF PRINCEWILLIAM

Montgomery County850

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
MARYLAND

CARRIE M.WARD, et al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville,MD 20852
Substitue Trustees/Plaintiffs,

vs.

DIAN UNAAWKWARD, JR.
(DECEASED)
114 Geneva Avenue
Silver Spring,MD 20910
Defendants(s).

Case No. C-15-CV-23-000406
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 7th day
of July, 2023, by the Circuit Court
for Montgomery County,Maryland,
that the sale of the property men-
tioned in these proceedings and
described as 114 Geneva Avenue,
Silver Spring, MD 20910,made and
reported by the Substitute Trustee,
will be RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED,
unless cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 7th
day of August 2023, provided a
copy of this NOTICE be inserted in
some daily newspaper printed in
said County, once in each of three
successive weeks before the 7th
day of August, 2023.
The report states the purchase
price at the Foreclosure sale to be
$484,000.00.

Karen A. Bushell
Clerk, Circuit Court for

Montgomery County,Maryland

BWW#MD-189215
July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428729

Calvert County853

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

CALVERT COUNTY,
MARYLAND

Diane Rosenberg, et al.
Rosenberg &Associates, LLC
4340 EastWest Highway
Suite 600
Bethesda,MD 20814

Substitute Trustees
Plaintiff(s)

v.

David T Johnson Jr
Skyla JWhalen
12248 Plute Court
Lusby,MD 20657
Defendant(s)

Case No. C-04-CV-22-000591
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 15th
day of June, 2023 by the Circuit
Court for Calvert County, Mary-
land, that the sale of 12248 Plute
Court Lusby, MD 20657,made and
reported, will be ratified and con-
firmed, unless cause to the con-
trary thereof be shown on or
before the 15th day of July, 2023,
provided a copy of this notice
be inserted in a daily newspaper
printed in said County, once in
each of three successive weeks
before the 15th day of July, 2023.
The Report of Sale states the
amount of the foreclosure sale
price to be $236,550.00.

Kathy P. Smith
Clerk of the Circuit Court
Calvert County,Maryland

June 27, 2023
July 3, 10, 2023 12427211

Frederick County856

CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

FREDERICK COUNTY,
MARYLAND

100West Patrick Street
Frederick,Maryland 21701

Clerk of the Court: 301-600-1976
Assignment Office: 301-600-2015

Case Number: C-10-CV-22-000759
Other Reference Numbers:

SYDNEY ROBERSON
VS.
CHARLES HOLLINGSWORTH, JR.

Date: 7/6/2023
NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby issued by the
Circuit Court for Frederick County
this 6th day of July, 2023 that
the sale made and recorded by
Nicole Lipinski for the sale of
the property described in these
proceedings

11705 Bunker Hill Court,
Union Bridge,MD 21791

be ratified and confirmed thirty
(30) days from the date of this
Notice, unless cause to the con-
trary be shown, provided a copy
of this Notice be inserted in some
Newspaper published in this
County, once in each of three
(3) successive weeks. The report
states the amount of the sale to
be $343,000.00.

Sandra K. Dalton
Clerk of the Circuit Court

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428726
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Frederick County856

CIRCUIT COURT
FOR

FREDERICK COUNTY,
MARYLAND

100West Patrick Street
Frederick,Maryland 21701

Clerk of the Court: 301-600-1976
Assignment Office: 301-600-2015

Case Number:
C-10-CV-22-000778

Other Reference Numbers:

JOHNANSELL
VS.
ANDREWALACCA ESTATE OF

Date: 7/7/2023
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued by the
Circuit Court for Frederick County
this 7th day of July 2023, that the
sale made and recorded by John
Ansell for the sale of the property
described in these proceedings

4504 Valley View Rd,
Middletown,MD 21769

be ratified and confirmed thirty
(30) days from the date of this
Notice, unless cause to the con-
trary be shown, provided a copy
of this Notice be inserted in some
Newspaper published in this
County, once in each of three
(3) successive weeks. The report
states the amount of the sale to
be $327,795.00.

Sandra K. Dalton
Clerk of the Circuit Court

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428727

Fairfax County872

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE SALE
8233 Old Courthouse Road
Vienna (County of Fairfax),

Virginia 22182
Tax Map # 039-1--10-04-0009-A

In execution of a Deed of Trust
from WJG, LLC, dated December
13, 2019, and recorded at Deed
Book 26018 at Page 1552 in
the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit
Court of Fairfax County, Virginia
(the “Deed of Trust”), Mark C.
Hayes, Substitute Trustee, will on
August 1, 2023 at 11:00 A.M. by
the main entrance to the Fairfax
County Courthouse, 4110 Chain
Bridge Road, Fairfax, Virginia
22030, offer for sale at public
auction to the highest bidder the
following property with improve-
ments thereon:

Lot Nine-A (9-A), VILLA LORING, as
the same is shown on that certain
plat entitled "Resubdivision Plat,
Lots 8, 9 & 10, Block 4, VILLA
LORING, Lot 1 & Part of Lot 2,
MADRILLION FARMS", said plat
being attached to that certain
Deed of Resubdivlsion and Deed of
Easement recorded in Deed Book
5996 at Page 690, among the land
records of Fairfax County,Virginia.
TOGETHER WITH a non-exclusive
perpetual easement as set forth
on that certain Deed of Resub-
division and Deed of Easement
recorded in Deed Book 5996 at
Page 690, and in "Common Area
Reciprocal Easement Agreement",
recorded in Deed Book 6034 at
Page 164 among the land records
of Fairfax County,Virginia.

With a street Address:
8233 Old Courthouse Road,

Vienna,VA 22182
This sale is subject to all restric-
tions, rights of way, conditions,
easements, mechanic's liens, and
encumbrances, if any, whether of
record or not of record, to the
extent any of the foregoing apply
and take priority over the lien of
the Deed of Trust.

Deposit of $25,000.00 by
cashier's or certified check shall
be required to qualify as a bidder
prior to the sale, except from
Noteholder. The deposit, without
interest, is applied to purchase
price at settlement. Settlement
will be held on or before 15 days
after sale. If purchaser defaults,
the deposit shall be forfeited, and
the property resold at the risk and
cost of the defaulting purchaser.

The balance of the purchase price
shall be in cash or its equivalent.
Settlement shall be at the Sub-
stitute Trustee’s office or other
mutually agreed location. The
property and any improvements
thereon shall be sold in "as is"
condition without any warranties.
Successful bidder shall assume all
loss or damage to the property
from and after the time of the
sale. Purchaser shall be respon-
sible for all costs of conveyance,
which shall be by special warranty
including, but not limited to,
preparation of the deed and
grantor's tax. Real estate taxes
shall be adjusted as of the sale
date. Sale is subject to such addi-
tional terms as the Substitute
Trusteemay announce at the time
of sale. Purchaser will be required
to sign a Memorandum of Sale
incorporating all the terms of the
sale.

MARK C. HAYES,
Substitute Trustee

For information contact
noteholder counsel:
Kevin M. O’Donnell

Henry & O'Donnell, P.C.
300 N.Washington St., Suite 604
Alexandria,Virginia 22314
Phone 703-861-2662

12428582 July 11, 13, 18, 20, 2023
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PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY SUPERVISORS
ONE COUNTY COMPLEX COURT
PRINCE WILLIAM, VIRGINIA 22192

July 25, 2023
Public Hearings

7:30 p.m.

1. Special Use Permit #SUP2023-00001, Dumfries Road Chipotle:
This is a request for a special use permit to allow a drive-through
facility in connection with a by-right restaurant. The ±0.703-acre
property is located at 17013 Dumfries Road (Route 234) and approx-
imately 570 feet east of the Dumfries Road and Van Buren Road
intersection and approximately 1,180 feet west of the I-95 exit ramp.
The subject site is identified on County maps as GPIN 8189-77-8252;
is zoned B-1, General Business, and is designated MU-4, Mixed-
Use, Community which recommends a range of 0.57 to 1.38 FAR
in the Comprehensive Plan and is located within the Dumfries Road
(Route 234) Highway Corridor Overlay District. Potomac Magisterial
District

2. Special Use Permit #SUP2020-00017, Sudley Road Dunkin’
Drive-Through: To construct a new freestanding ±876 SF kiosk
building with 2 drive-up service windows and associated signage
modifications, to supplement an existing restaurant that will remain
on the property in its current location. The subject property is
located at the southeast intersection of Sudley Rd. (Rt. 234 Business)
and Williamson Blvd.; is currently addressed 7421 Sudley Rd.; and
is identified on County maps as GPIN 7697-34-4306 (pt.). The site
is zoned B-1, General Business; is designated MU-4, Community
Mixed Use, which recommends a range of 0.57 to 1.38 FAR in the
Comprehensive Plan; is partially located within the ERPO, Environ-
mental Resource Protection Overlay; is located within the Sudley
Road Redevelopment Corridor special planning area; and is located
within the Data Center Opportunity Zone Overlay District. Gainesville
Magisterial District

3. Special Use Permit #SUP2022-00011, Dunkin’ – Richmond
Highway: To construct a restaurant with drive-through facility with
associated signage modifications by redevelopment of the property.
The subject ±0.75-acre SUP area is located at the northwest intersec-
tion of Featherstone Rd. and Richmond Highway (Rt. 1); is currently
addressed as 14512 and 14514 Richmond Highway (Rt. 1); and is
identified on County maps as GPINs 8391-47-3362 and 8391-47-4056,
respectively. The site is zoned B-1, General Business; is mostly
designated MU-3, Neighborhood Mixed Use, which recommends a
range of 0.23 to 0.57 FAR in the Comprehensive Plan, and with
the western edge of the site being designated RN-4, Residential
Neighborhood; and is located within the North Woodbridge Redevel-
opment Overlay District and the U.S. Route 1 Redevelopment Corridor
special planning area. Woodbridge Magisterial District

4. Special Use Permit #SUP2020-00002, Ashland Square Parcel B
– Motor Vehicle Fuel Station: To allow a motor vehicle fuel
station (retail) with quick service food store and associated signage
modifications on a commercial pad site encompassing ±1.79 acres.
The property is located at the northeast intersection of Dumfries Rd.
(Rt. 234) and Spriggs Rd., is addressed as 15835 Spriggs Rd., and
is identified on County maps as GPIN 8090-58-8302 (pt.). The site
is zoned B-1, General Business, is designated MU-3, Neighborhood
Mixed Use, which recommends a range of 0.23 to 0.57 FAR in the
Comprehensive Plan; and is located within the Ashland/Montclair
Activity Center in the Comprehensive Plan; and is located within both
the Dumfries Road (Route 234) and Spriggs Road Highway Corridor
Overlay Districts (concurrently being processed with #SUP2023-
00004). Potomac Magisterial District

5. Special Use Permit #SUP2023-00004, Ashland Square Parcel B
– Restaurant with Pick-up/Drive-up: To allow a drive-through
facility associated with a restaurant on a commercial pad site
encompassing ±1.31 acres. The property is located at the northeast
intersection of Dumfries Rd. (Rt. 234) and Spriggs Rd., is addressed as
15835 Spriggs Rd., and is identified on County maps as GPIN 8090-
58-8302 (pt.). The site is zoned B-1, General Business, is designated
MU-3, Neighborhood Mixed Use, which recommends a range of 0.23
to 0.57 FAR in the Comprehensive Plan; and is located within the
Ashland/Montclair Activity Center in the Comprehensive Plan; and is
located within both the Dumfries Road (Route 234) and Spriggs Road
Highway Corridor Overlay Districts (concurrently being processed
with #SUP2020-00002). Potomac Magisterial District

For additional information regarding the Board meeting, please
contact the Clerk to the Board at (703) 792-6600. All meeting
materials are posted online when the agenda is published, and a
copy of all staff reports, proposed resolutions and ordinances, and
other documentation will be available for review by the public in the
office of the Clerk of the Board at One County Complex Court, Prince
William,Virginia, 22192.

Members of the publicmay appear at the Board of County Supervisors’
Chamber in the McCoart Building, One County Complex Court, Prince
William,Virginia, at the designated time to express their views.

ACCESSIBILITY TO PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: The hearings are
being held at a public facility believed to be accessible to persons with
disabilities. Any persons with questions on the accessibility of the
facility should contact the Clerk to the Board at One County Complex
Court, Prince William, Virginia, or by telephone at (703) 792-6600
or TDD (703) 792-6295. Persons needing translation or interpreter
services must notify the Clerk to the Board no later than 12:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 18, 2023.

Fairfax County872

Trustee's Sale
3800 Powell Lane, Unit 707,
Falls Church ,VA 22041
(Parcel ID: 0614 35 0707)

Default having been made in the
terms of a certain Deed of Trust
dated May 4, 2012, in the original
principal amount of $145,000.00
and recorded in the Clerk's Office
of the Circuit Court of the County
of Fairfax, Virginia on May 10,
2012, in Deed Book 22302, at
page 0048, the undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustees will sell at public
auction on August 15, 2023 at
10:00 AM, in front of the building
housing the County of Fairfax Cir-
cuit Court, 4110 Chain Bridge
Road, Fairfax, VA 22030, the prop-
erty designated as

Condominium Unit No. 707, of
LAKESIDE PLAZA CONDOMINIUM,
with sole rights to use limited
common element storage area
and limited common element
parked area assigned as per mas-
ter deed and declaration recorded
in Deed book 5821 at Page 1459
among the land records of Fairfax
County, Virginia. TOGETHER WITH
an undivided interest allocated
to the unit as defined as set
forth in the aforesaid declaration
of Lakeside Plaza Condominium.
Less and except that part of the
common area conveyed in Deed
book 6167 at Page 686 among
the aforesaid land records. Sale
is subject to all prior liens, ease-
ments, restrictions, covenants,
and conditions, if any, of record,
or other matters which would be
disclosed by an accurate survey
or inspection of the premises.

TERMS: CASH. A deposit of
$14,000.00 or 10% of the sale
price, whichever is lower, will be
required of the successful bidder
at time of sale. Prior to the sale,
interested bidders will be
required to register with andmust
present a bid deposit which may
be held during the sale by the
trustee. The bid deposit must be
certified funds and/or cash, but
no more than $9,900.00 of cash
will be accepted. The successful
bidder's deposit will be retained
at the sale and applied to the
sale price. If held by the trustee,
all other bid deposits will be
returned to the unsuccessful bid-
ders. Settlement is to be made
within 15 days. The successful
bidder will be responsible for
obtaining possession of the prop-
erty, and for all costs and fees
related to recording the Trustee's
Deed, including the grantors tax.
The successful bidder will be
required to execute a Memoran-
dum of Trustee's Sale, available
for review upon request before
the sale, outlining additional
terms of sale and settlement. A
Trustee's Deed will be prepared
by Trustee's attorney at high bid-
der's expense.

This is a communication from a
debt collector.

Tromberg, Morris & Poulin, PLLC
on behalf of Southeast Equity
Trustees, LLC and/or Auc-
tion.com-VA, LLC, Substitute
Trustee(s), 413 Stuart Circle, Suite
314, Richmond,VA 23220,
File No. 22-000683,
Tel: 804-525-1570.

July 11, 18, 2023 12426083
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Orange County881

TRUSTEE SALE
6160 Vance Lane,
Culpeper, VA 22701
Orange County

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount of
$189,585.00, dated July 20, 2012
recorded in the Clerk's Office of
the Circuit Court of the Orange
County, Virginia, in Document No.
120006626, at the request of the
holder of the Note, the under-
signed Trustee will offer for sale
at public auction at the entrance
to the Circuit Court of Orange
County, 110 North Madison Road,
Orange, onAugust 9, 2023 at 12:30
PM the property described in said
deed, located at the above
address and briefly described as:

Lot 1, containing 2.000 acres,
more or less, as shown on plat
of survey recorded in Plat Cabinet
L, Slot 77, with any improvements
thereon

Subject to any and all covenants,
conditions, restrictions, ease-
ments, and all other matters of
record taking priority over the
Deed of Trust, if any, affecting the
aforesaid property.

TERMS OF SALE: CASH: A deposit
of $20,000.00 or 10% of the sales
price, whichever is lower, cash or
certified check will be required
at the time of sale, but no more
than $10,000.00 of cash will be
accepted, with settlement within
fifteen (15) days from the date of
sale. Sale is subject to post sale
confirmation that the borrower
did not file for protection under
the U.S. Bankruptcy Code prior to
the sale which affects the validity
of the sale, as well as to post-
sale confirmation of the status of
the loan with the loan servicer
including, but not limited to,
determination of whether the bor-
rower entered into any repay-
ment agreement, reinstated or
paid off the loan prior to the
sale. In any such event, the sale
shall be null and void, and the
Purchaser’s sole remedy, in law
or equity, shall be the return of
his deposit without interest. Addi-
tional terms may be announced
at the time of sale. Pursuant to
the Federal Fair Debt Collection
Practices Act, we advise you that
this firm is a debt collector
attempting to collect the indebt-
edness referred to herein and
any information we obtain will be
used for that purpose.

SAMUEL I.WHITE, P.C., Trustee

This is a communication from a
debt collector.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT:
SAMUEL I.WHITE, P.C. (82506)
448 Viking Drive Suite 350
Virginia Beach,VA 23452
757-457-1460 - Call Between 9:00
a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
or visit our website at
www.siwpc.net

July 11, 18, 2023 12428482

MARYLAND
Roommates

Sil Spg- Wlk Metro. Shr wonderful
quiet house. Big BR $699. Med BR
$599. NS/NP. Inc util. 301-593-2435

Electronics245

DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)

Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift
Card. FREEVoice Remote. FREE HD
DVR. FREE Streaming onALL

Devices. Call today! 1-855-407-6870.

FREE high-speed internet for those
that qualify. Government program
for recipients of select programs
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, Housing Assis-
tance, WIC, Veterans Pension, Sur-
vivor Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 15 GB
internet service. Bonus offer:
Android tablet FREE with one-time
$20 copay. Free shipping & handling.

Call Maxsip Telecom today!
1-888-592-5957
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Pardo & Drazin, LLC
Russell S. Drazin, Attorney

4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2
Washington, DC 20015

202-223-7900
TRUSTEES’ SALE

OF REAL PROPERTY
413 Atlantic Street, SE
Washington, DC 20032

Lot 0800 in Square 6166
Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust (“Deed
of Trust”) dated October 29, 2021 and recorded on November 2,
2021 as Instrument No. 2021145276 in the principal amount
of $1,050,000.00, from 413 ATLANTC ST SE LLC, grantor, to
Daniel Huertas, trustee, securing that certain Commercial Deed
of Trust Note dated October 29, 2021 in the principal amount
of $1,050,000.00, default having occurred under the terms
thereof, and following the mailing and recordation of a Deed of
Appointment of Substitute Trustee removing Daniel Huertas as
trustee and appointing Russell S. Drazin (“Substitute Trustee”)
as successor trustee, an Affidavit of Non-Residential Mortgage
Foreclosure, and a Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Real Property
or Condominium Unit, at the request of the current noteholder,
Substitute Trustee will sell at public auction at the office of
Harvey West Auctioneers, Inc., 5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW,
Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015, on

JULY 25, 2023 AT 2:30 PM
ALL THAT LOT OF GROUND AND THE IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON (if any) situated in the City of Washington, District
of Columbia, known as 413 Atlantic Street, SE, Washington,
DC 20032, and more fully described in the Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition, with no
warranty of any kind, and subject to conditions, restrictions,
agreements, liens, and encumbrances of record affecting the
same – except those encumbrances of record that are extin-
guished by operation of District of Columbia law by virtue of the
foreclosure of the Deed of Trust.
Purchaser will take title to the property subject to all taxes, water
and sewer charges, and other utility charges, if any. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the
date of sale forward. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining
physical possession of the property.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $100,000.00 by cashier’s
check will be required of purchaser at the time and place
of sale. Purchaser shall settle within thirty (30) days of sale.
TIME SHALL BE OF THE ESSENCE WITH RESPECT TO
SETTLEMENT BY PURCHASER. Balance of the purchase price
to be paid in cash or certified funds at settlement. Interest to be
paid on the unpaid purchase money from the date of sale to the
date of settlement at the applicable interest rate set forth in the
debt instrument secured by the Deed of Trust. Purchaser shall
be responsible for payment of all settlement costs.
The noteholder and its affiliates, if a bidder, shall not be required
to post a deposit or to pay interest.
In the event that purchaser does not settle as required for any
reason, purchaser shall be in default. Upon such default, the
deposit shall be forfeited to Substitute Trustee and all of the
expenses of this sale (including legal fees and costs, and full
commission on the gross sale price) shall be charged against and
paid out of the forfeited deposit. Substitute Trustee may resell
the property at the risk and expense of the defaulting purchaser.
The defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus
proceeds or profits resulting from any resale of the property.
Defaulting purchaser shall be liable to Substitute Trustee for
legal fees and costs incurred by Substitute Trustee in connection
with such default.
If Substitute Trustee is unable to settle as set forth herein,
purchaser’s sole remedy at law and in equity shall be limited to a
refund of the deposit and the sale shall be considered null and
void and of no effect whatsoever.
Substitute Trustee reserves the right, in Substitute Trustee’s sole
discretion, to reject any and all bids, to withdraw the property
from sale at any time before or at the auction, to extend the
time to receive bids, to waive or modify the deposit requirement,
to waive or modify the requirement that interest be paid on the
unpaid purchase money, and/or to extend the period of time for
settlement.
Additional terms may be announced at the sale. The successful
bidder will be required to execute and deliver to Substitute
Trustee a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion
of bidding.

Russell S. Drazin, Substitute Trustee

Home & Garden265

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced

debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Discounts.

Call 1-844-566-3227.

Dogs for Sale610

Bernese Mtn Dog puppies, 8 weeks
on 7/22, vet checked, 1st shots,

$2000. 301-792-4318

Bichon Malti Poo Mixed, shots ad
wormer, health guarantee, can
deliver, preferred text. 8wks, $400
301-672-1072 or 434-277-8108

snow day
or

school day?

Stay one step ahead of the weather with the

Capital Weather Gang

@capitalweather

washingtonpost.com/news/capital-weather-gang

S0141 2x2
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Dogs for Sale610

Cavalier King Charles Puppies,
9 weeks old, 2 ruby females,

2 ruby males, $1850
Call or text 540-974-5777

Goldendoodle Pups-Mini, F1B, hypo-
allergenic, family friendly, males, 11
weeks old, health records. $1500.
Parents also avail. 202-270-6606

Goldendoodle & Labradoodle f1b
pups $1000 - $1500 Hlth Guar.Vet
check. Ready now call/txt 540 729
6365 www.doodledogpups.com

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPPIES
AKC, shots, wormed, health guaran-
tee, irresistibly cute. $700. Ready
now. No Sunday calls. 540-879-2423

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUPPIES
AVAIL. Grand champion & champion
on both sides of bloodline. 5 weeks
old. 4 boys, 4 girls. For more info
and photos, 434-987-4588

Valley Bulldogs Pups 7 weeks, shots
and wormed, IOEBA dew claws, tails
docked, family raised in home, $2000
540-322-9620 Pics avail

Pet Services663

Are you a pet owner? Do you want
to get up to 100% back on Vet

Bills? Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company has pet coverage that
can help! Call 1-888-928-1656 to

get a free quote or visit
insurebarkmeow.com/mddc
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Pardo & Drazin, LLC
Russell S. Drazin, Attorney

4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2
Washington, DC 20015

202-223-7900
TRUSTEES’ SALE

OF REAL PROPERTY
5501 1st Street, NW

Washington, DC 20011
Lot 0138 in Square 3389

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
(“Deed of Trust”) dated December 23, 2021 and recorded
on January 3, 2022 as Instrument No. 2022000482 from
Developer RE1 LLC, as grantor, to Russell S. Drazin (“Trustee”),
as trustee, for the benefit of WCP Fund I LLC, as beneficiary,
securing that certain Commercial Deed of Trust Note dated
December 23, 2021 in the principal amount of $524,000.00,
default having occurred under the terms thereof, and following
the mailing and recordation of an Affidavit of Non-Residential
Mortgage Foreclosure and a Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Real
Property or Condominium Unit, at the request of the current
noteholder, Trustee will sell at public auction at the office of
Harvey West Auctioneers, Inc., 5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW,
Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015, on

JULY 25, 2023 AT 2:00 PM
ALL THAT LOT OF GROUND AND THE IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON (if any) situated in the City of Washington, District
of Columbia, known as 5501 1st Street, NW, Washington, DC
20011 (Lot 0138 in Square 3389), and more fully described in
the Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition, with no
warranty of any kind, and subject to conditions, restrictions,
agreements, liens, and encumbrances of record affecting the
same – except those encumbrances of record that are extin-
guished by operation of District of Columbia law by virtue of the
foreclosure of the Deed of Trust. Without limitation, the property
will be sold subject to that certain Deed of Trust dated December
23, 2021 and recorded on January 3, 2022 as Instrument No.
2022000481 from Developer RE1 LLC, as grantor, to Russell
S. Drazin, as trustee, for the benefit of WCP Fund I LLC, as
beneficiary, securing that certain Commercial Deed of Trust
Note dated December 23, 2021 in the principal amount of
$3,579,000.00.
Purchaser will take title to the property subject to all taxes, water
and sewer charges, and other utility charges, if any. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the
date of sale forward. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining
physical possession of the property.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $60,000.00 by cashier’s
check will be required of purchaser at the time and place
of sale. Purchaser shall settle within thirty (30) days of sale.
TIME SHALL BE OF THE ESSENCE WITH RESPECT TO
SETTLEMENT BY PURCHASER. Balance of the purchase price
to be paid in cash or certified funds at settlement. Interest to be
paid on the unpaid purchase money from the date of sale to the
date of settlement at the applicable interest rate set forth in the
debt instrument secured by the Deed of Trust. Purchaser shall
be responsible for payment of all settlement costs.
The noteholder and its affiliates, if a bidder, shall not be required
to post a deposit or to pay interest.
In the event that purchaser does not settle as required for any
reason, purchaser shall be in default. Upon such default, the
deposit shall be forfeited to Trustee and all of the expenses of
this sale (including legal fees and costs, and full commission on
the gross sale price) shall be charged against and paid out of the
forfeited deposit. Trustee may resell the property at the risk and
expense of the defaulting purchaser. The defaulting purchaser
shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits resulting
from any resale of the property. Defaulting purchaser shall be
liable to Trustee for legal fees and costs incurred by Trustee in
connection with such default.
If Trustee is unable to settle as set forth herein, purchaser’s sole
remedy at law and in equity shall be limited to a refund of the
deposit and the sale shall be considered null and void and of no
effect whatsoever.
Trustee reserves the right, in Trustee’s sole discretion, to reject
any and all bids, to withdraw the property from sale at any time
before or at the auction, to extend the time to receive bids, to
waive or modify the deposit requirement, to waive or modify the
requirement that interest be paid on the unpaid purchase money,
and/or to extend the period of time for settlement.
Additional terms may be announced at the sale. The successful
bidder will be required to execute and deliver to Trustee a
memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of
bidding.

Russell S. Drazin, Trustee

S0114 2X5
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INSURANCE
SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Cover-
age for 350 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance – NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call now!
Get your FREE Dental Information Kit
with all the details! 1-855-337-5228
dental50plus.com/MDDC#6258
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Pardo & Drazin, LLC
Russell S. Drazin, Attorney

4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2
Washington, DC 20015

202-223-7900
TRUSTEES’ SALE

OF REAL PROPERTY
1811 Kendall Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002
Lot 0827 in Square 4047

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
(“Deed of Trust”) dated August 29, 2019 and recorded on
September 5, 2019 as Instrument No. 2019095135 from UP
AND UP RE LLC, as grantor, to Daniel Huertas, as trustee,
for the benefit of WCP Fund I, LLC, as beneficiary, securing
that certain Commercial Deed of Trust Note dated August
29, 2019 in the principal amount of $596,800.00, default
having occurred under the terms thereof, and following the
mailing and recordation of a Deed of Appointment of Substitute
Trustee removing Daniel Huertas as trustee and appointing
Russell S. Drazin (“Substitute Trustee”) as successor trustee, an
Affidavit of Non-Residential Mortgage Foreclosure, and a Notice
of Foreclosure Sale of Real Property or Condominium Unit, at
the request of the current noteholder, Substitute Trustee will
sell at public auction at the office of Harvey West Auctioneers,
Inc., 5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 440, Washington, DC
20015, on

JULY 25, 2023 AT 2:20 PM
ALL THAT LOT OF GROUND AND THE IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON (if any) situated in the City of Washington, District
of Columbia, known as 1811 Kendall Street, NE, Washington,
DC 20002 (Lot 0827 in Square 4047), and more fully described
in the Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition, with no
warranty of any kind, and subject to conditions, restrictions,
agreements, liens, and encumbrances of record affecting the
same – except those encumbrances of record that are extin-
guished by operation of District of Columbia law by virtue of the
foreclosure of the Deed of Trust.
Purchaser will take title to the property subject to all taxes, water
and sewer charges, and other utility charges, if any. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the
date of sale forward. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining
physical possession of the property.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $60,000.00 by cashier’s
check will be required of purchaser at the time and place
of sale. Purchaser shall settle within thirty (30) days of sale.
TIME SHALL BE OF THE ESSENCE WITH RESPECT TO
SETTLEMENT BY PURCHASER. Balance of the purchase price
to be paid in cash or certified funds at settlement. Interest to be
paid on the unpaid purchase money from the date of sale to the
date of settlement at the applicable interest rate set forth in the
debt instrument secured by the Deed of Trust. Purchaser shall
be responsible for payment of all settlement costs.
The noteholder and its affiliates, if a bidder, shall not be required
to post a deposit or to pay interest.
In the event that purchaser does not settle as required for any
reason, purchaser shall be in default. Upon such default, the
deposit shall be forfeited to Substitute Trustee and all of the
expenses of this sale (including legal fees and costs, and full
commission on the gross sale price) shall be charged against and
paid out of the forfeited deposit. Substitute Trustee may resell
the property at the risk and expense of the defaulting purchaser.
The defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus
proceeds or profits resulting from any resale of the property.
Defaulting purchaser shall be liable to Substitute Trustee for
legal fees and costs incurred by Substitute Trustee in connection
with such default.
If Substitute Trustee is unable to settle as set forth herein,
purchaser’s sole remedy at law and in equity shall be limited to a
refund of the deposit and the sale shall be considered null and
void and of no effect whatsoever.
Substitute Trustee reserves the right, in Substitute Trustee’s sole
discretion, to reject any and all bids, to withdraw the property
from sale at any time before or at the auction, to extend the
time to receive bids, to waive or modify the deposit requirement,
to waive or modify the requirement that interest be paid on the
unpaid purchase money, and/or to extend the period of time for
settlement.
Additional terms may be announced at the sale. The successful
bidder will be required to execute and deliver to Substitute
Trustee a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion
of bidding.

Russell S. Drazin, Trustee
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Pardo & Drazin, LLC
Russell S. Drazin, Attorney

4400 Jenifer Street, NW, Suite 2
Washington, DC 20015

202-223-7900
TRUSTEES’ SALE

OF REAL PROPERTY
423 Kennedy Street, NW
Washington, DC 20011
Lot 0056 in Square 3260

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
(“Deed of Trust”) dated March 31, 2022 and recorded on April
8, 2022 as Instrument No. 2022038745 from 423 Kennedy
St Holdings LLC, as grantor, to Russell S. Drazin (“Trustee”),
as trustee, for the benefit of WCP Fund I LLC, as beneficiary,
securing that certain Commercial Deed of Trust Note dated
March 31, 2022 in the principal amount of $1,256,000.00,
default having occurred under the terms thereof, and following
the mailing and recordation of an Affidavit of Non-Residential
Mortgage Foreclosure and a Notice of Foreclosure Sale of Real
Property or Condominium Unit, at the request of the current
noteholder, Trustee will sell at public auction at the office of
Harvey West Auctioneers, Inc., 5335 Wisconsin Avenue, NW,
Suite 440, Washington, DC 20015, on

JULY 25, 2023 AT 2:10 PM
ALL THAT LOT OF GROUND AND THE IMPROVEMENTS
THEREON (if any) situated in the City of Washington, District
of Columbia, known as 423 Kennedy Street, NW, Washington,
DC 20011 (Lot 0056 in Square 3260), and more fully described
in the Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an “AS IS” condition, with no
warranty of any kind, and subject to conditions, restrictions,
agreements, liens, and encumbrances of record affecting the
same – except those encumbrances of record that are extin-
guished by operation of District of Columbia law by virtue of the
foreclosure of the Deed of Trust. Without limitation, the property
will be sold subject to that certain Deed of Trust dated March
31, 2022 and recorded on April 8, 2022 as Instrument No.
2022038744 from 423 Kennedy St Holdings LLC, as grantor,
to Russell S. Drazin, as trustee, for the benefit of WCP Fund I
LLC, as beneficiary, securing that certain Commercial Deed of
Trust Note dated March 31, 2022 in the principal amount of
$8,689,693.00.
Purchaser will take title to the property subject to all taxes, water
and sewer charges, and other utility charges, if any. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the
date of sale forward. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining
physical possession of the property.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $150,000.00 by cashier’s
check will be required of purchaser at the time and place of
sale. Purchaser shall settle within thirty (30) days of sale. TIME
SHALL BE OF THE ESSENCEWITH RESPECT TO SETTLEMENT
BY PURCHASER. Balance of the purchase price to be paid in
cash or certified funds at settlement. Interest to be paid on the
unpaid purchase money from the date of sale to the date of
settlement at the applicable interest rate set forth in the debt
instrument secured by the Deed of Trust. Purchaser shall be
responsible for payment of all settlement costs.
The noteholder and its affiliates, if a bidder, shall not be required
to post a deposit or to pay interest.
In the event that purchaser does not settle as required for any
reason, purchaser shall be in default. Upon such default, the
deposit shall be forfeited to Trustee and all of the expenses of
this sale (including legal fees and costs, and full commission on
the gross sale price) shall be charged against and paid out of the
forfeited deposit. Trustee may resell the property at the risk and
expense of the defaulting purchaser. The defaulting purchaser
shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits resulting
from any resale of the property. Defaulting purchaser shall be
liable to Trustee for legal fees and costs incurred by Trustee in
connection with such default.
If Trustee is unable to settle as set forth herein, purchaser’s sole
remedy at law and in equity shall be limited to a refund of the
deposit and the sale shall be considered null and void and of no
effect whatsoever.
Trustee reserves the right, in Trustee’s sole discretion, to reject
any and all bids, to withdraw the property from sale at any time
before or at the auction, to extend the time to receive bids, to
waive or modify the deposit requirement, to waive or modify the
requirement that interest be paid on the unpaid purchase money,
and/or to extend the period of time for settlement.
Additional terms may be announced at the sale. The successful
bidder will be required to execute and deliver to Trustee a
memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of
bidding.

Russell S. Drazin, Trustee

Montgomery County850

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

14118 BEAR CREEK DR.
BOYDS, MD 20841

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
dated January 30, 2004, recorded in Liber 26670, Folio 570
among the Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, with
an original principal balance of $429,448.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at
public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the
Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 3:42 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with
any buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of
Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $38,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money at
the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or any
modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date funds
are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash within ten
days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court. There
will be no abatement of interest due to the purchaser in the
event additional funds are tendered before settlement. TIME IS
OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. Adjustment of all
real property taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable,
and any and all public and/or private charges or assessments,
to the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale, including
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser
is responsible for any recapture of homestead tax credit. All
transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.
Condominium fees and/or homeowners association dues, if any,
shall be assumed by the purchaser from the date of sale.
Purchaser is responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property
from the date of sale. The sale is subject to post-sale audit
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but
not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan
prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale shall be null and
void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be
the return of the deposit without interest. If purchaser fails to
settle within ten days of ratification, subject to order of court,
purchaser agrees that property will be resold and entire deposit
retained by Sub. Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses
occasioned by the purchaser's default and purchaser shall have
no further liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service by first
class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified
on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted purchaser shall not
be entitled to any surplus proceeds resulting from said resale
even if such surplus results from improvements to the property
by said defaulted purchaser. Sub. Trustees will convey either
marketable or insurable title. If they cannot deliver one or the
other, or if ratification of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
return of the deposit without interest. (Matter No. 77498-10)
Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428305
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BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

1365 ELM GROVE CIR.
SILVER SPRING, MD 20905

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
dated December 27, 2006, recorded in Liber 33769, Folio
703 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, with
an original principal balance of $242,500.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at
public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the
Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 3:39 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with
any buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of
Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $13,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money at
the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or any
modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date funds
are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash within ten
days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court. There
will be no abatement of interest due to the purchaser in the
event additional funds are tendered before settlement. TIME IS
OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. Adjustment of all
real property taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable,
and any and all public and/or private charges or assessments,
to the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale, including
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser
is responsible for any recapture of homestead tax credit. All
transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.
Condominium fees and/or homeowners association dues, if any,
shall be assumed by the purchaser from the date of sale.
Purchaser is responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property
from the date of sale. The sale is subject to post-sale audit
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but
not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan
prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale shall be null and
void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be
the return of the deposit without interest. If purchaser fails to
settle within ten days of ratification, subject to order of court,
purchaser agrees that property will be resold and entire deposit
retained by Sub. Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses
occasioned by the purchaser's default and purchaser shall have
no further liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service by first
class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified
on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted purchaser shall not
be entitled to any surplus proceeds resulting from said resale
even if such surplus results from improvements to the property
by said defaulted purchaser. Sub. Trustees will convey either
marketable or insurable title. If they cannot deliver one or the
other, or if ratification of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
return of the deposit without interest. (Matter No. 362143-1)
Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428301

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

9807 ARBOR HILL DR.
SILVER SPRING, MD 20903

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
dated June 15, 2018, recorded in Liber 56451, Folio 207
among the Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, with
an original principal balance of $256,000.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at
public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the
Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 3:41 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with
any buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of
Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $24,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money at
the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or any
modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date funds
are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash within ten
days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court. There
will be no abatement of interest due to the purchaser in the
event additional funds are tendered before settlement. TIME IS
OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. Adjustment of all
real property taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable,
and any and all public and/or private charges or assessments,
to the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale, including
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser
is responsible for any recapture of homestead tax credit. All
transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.
Condominium fees and/or homeowners association dues, if any,
shall be assumed by the purchaser from the date of sale.
Purchaser is responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property
from the date of sale. The sale is subject to post-sale audit
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but
not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan
prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale shall be null and
void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be
the return of the deposit without interest. If purchaser fails to
settle within ten days of ratification, subject to order of court,
purchaser agrees that property will be resold and entire deposit
retained by Sub. Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses
occasioned by the purchaser's default and purchaser shall have
no further liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service by first
class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified
on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted purchaser shall not
be entitled to any surplus proceeds resulting from said resale
even if such surplus results from improvements to the property
by said defaulted purchaser. Sub. Trustees will convey either
marketable or insurable title. If they cannot deliver one or the
other, or if ratification of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
return of the deposit without interest. (Matter No. 359579-1)
Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428304
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BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

886 BAYRIDGE DR.
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20878

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
dated March 3, 2003, recorded in Liber 24228, Folio 776
among the Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, with
an original principal balance of $147,000.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at
public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the
Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 3:35 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with
any buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of
Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $7,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money at
the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or any
modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date funds
are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash within ten
days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court. There
will be no abatement of interest due to the purchaser in the
event additional funds are tendered before settlement. TIME IS
OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. Adjustment of all
real property taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable,
and any and all public and/or private charges or assessments,
to the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale, including
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser
is responsible for any recapture of homestead tax credit. All
transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.
Condominium fees and/or homeowners association dues, if any,
shall be assumed by the purchaser from the date of sale.
Purchaser is responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property
from the date of sale. The sale is subject to post-sale audit
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but
not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan
prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale shall be null and
void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be
the return of the deposit without interest. If purchaser fails to
settle within ten days of ratification, subject to order of court,
purchaser agrees that property will be resold and entire deposit
retained by Sub. Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses
occasioned by the purchaser's default and purchaser shall have
no further liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service by first
class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified
on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted purchaser shall not
be entitled to any surplus proceeds resulting from said resale
even if such surplus results from improvements to the property
by said defaulted purchaser. Sub. Trustees will convey either
marketable or insurable title. If they cannot deliver one or the
other, or if ratification of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
return of the deposit without interest. (Matter No. 155007-1)
Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428099

BWW Law Group, LLC
6003 Executive Blvd., Suite 101

Rockville, MD 20852
(301) 961-6555

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE
OF REAL PROPERTY AND ANY IMPROVEMENTS THEREON

11916 JUDSON CT.
WHEATON, MD 20902

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
dated November 23, 2018, recorded in Liber 57397, Folio
378 among the Land Records of Montgomery County, MD, with
an original principal balance of $100,000.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at
public auction at the Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the
Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 3:37 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with
any buildings or improvements thereon located in Montgomery
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of
Trust.
The property, and any improvements thereon, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $10,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price, together with interest on the unpaid purchase money at
the current rate contained in the Deed of Trust Note, or any
modifications thereto, from the date of sale to the date funds
are received by the Sub. Trustees, payable in cash within ten
days of final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court. There
will be no abatement of interest due to the purchaser in the
event additional funds are tendered before settlement. TIME IS
OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE PURCHASER. Adjustment of all
real property taxes, including agricultural taxes, if applicable,
and any and all public and/or private charges or assessments,
to the extent such amounts survive foreclosure sale, including
water/sewer and front foot benefit charges, to be adjusted to
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. Purchaser
is responsible for any recapture of homestead tax credit. All
transfer taxes and recordation taxes shall be paid by Purchaser.
Condominium fees and/or homeowners association dues, if any,
shall be assumed by the purchaser from the date of sale.
Purchaser is responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property, and assumes risk of loss or damage to the property
from the date of sale. The sale is subject to post-sale audit
of the status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but
not limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered
into any repayment agreement, reinstated or paid off the loan
prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale shall be null and
void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be
the return of the deposit without interest. If purchaser fails to
settle within ten days of ratification, subject to order of court,
purchaser agrees that property will be resold and entire deposit
retained by Sub. Trustees as liquidated damages for all losses
occasioned by the purchaser's default and purchaser shall have
no further liability. The purchaser waives personal service of any
papers filed in connection with its failure to settle within ten
days of ratification and expressly agrees to accept service by first
class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser as identified
on the Memorandum of Sale. The defaulted purchaser shall not
be entitled to any surplus proceeds resulting from said resale
even if such surplus results from improvements to the property
by said defaulted purchaser. Sub. Trustees will convey either
marketable or insurable title. If they cannot deliver one or the
other, or if ratification of the sale is denied by the Circuit Court
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
return of the deposit without interest. (Matter No. 359307-1)
Howard N. Bierman, Carrie M. Ward, et. al., Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428100
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Friedman Vartolo LLP
1325 Franklin Avenue Suite
Garden City, NY 11530

212-471-5100
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
18154 ROYAL BONNET CIR.

MONTGOMERY VILLAGE, MD 20886
Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
from Lysander Domally, dated June 8, 2018 and recorded in
Liber 56370, folio 131 among the Land Records of Montgomery
County, MD, default having occurred under the terms thereof and
at the request of the parties secured thereby, the undersigned
Substitute Trustees will offer for sale at public auction at the
Circuit Court for Montgomery County, at the Court House Door,
50 Maryland Ave., Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 4:00 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND AND THE IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON situated in Montgomery County, Maryland
and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust. The
property is improved by a dwelling.
Property Address (for Informational Purposes): 18154 Royal
Bonnet Cir., Montgomery Village MD 20886
Tax ID Number: 09-03057445
The foreclosure sale advertised herein has been docketed in the
Circuit Court for Montgomery County, Maryland, as Case No. C-
15-CV-23-000300
The property, will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject
to conditions, restrictions, easements, encumbrances and agree-
ments of record affecting the subject property, if any, and with
no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit in the form of cashier's or certified
check, or in such other form as the Substitute Trustees may
determine, at their sole discretion, for $26,000 at the time
of sale. If the noteholder and/or servicer is the successful
bidder, the deposit requirement is waived. Balance of the
purchase price is to be paid within fifteen (15) days of the
final ratification of the sale by the Circuit Court for Montgomery
County, Maryland. Interest is to be paid on the unpaid purchase
price at the rate of 5.25000% per annum from date of sale to
the date the funds are received in the office of the Substitute
Trustees, if the property is purchased by an entity other than
the noteholder and/or servicer. If payment of the balance does
not occur within fifteen days of ratification, the deposit will
be forfeited and the property will be resold at the risk and
cost of the defaulting purchaser. There will be no abatement
of interest due from the purchaser in the event settlement is
delayed for any reason. Taxes, water rent, and all other public
charges and assessments payable on an annual basis, including
sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges to be adjusted for
the current year to the date of sale, and assumed thereafter
by the purchaser. Condominium fees and/or homeowners
association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the purchaser
from the date of sale. The purchaser shall be responsible for
the payment of the ground rent escrow, if required. Cost of
all documentary stamps, transfer taxes (including agricultural
transfer taxes, if applicable), and all settlement charges shall be
borne by the purchaser. If the Substitute Trustees are unable to
convey good and marketable title, the purchaser’s sole remedy
in law or equity shall be limited to the refund of the deposit to
the purchaser. Upon refund of the deposit, the sale shall be void
and of no effect, and the purchaser shall have no further claim
against the Substitute Trustees. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. The purchaser
at the foreclosure sale shall assume the risk of loss for the
property immediately after the sale.

Adam Friedman, Ralph Vartolo, Catherine Aponte,
Rachel Kiefer, Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428186

COHN, GOLDBERG & DEUTSCH, LLC
1099 WINTERSON ROAD, SUITE 301

LINTHICUM HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 21090
www.cgd-law.com/sales

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE OF
IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
2623 BLUERIDGE AVENUE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20902

By authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated April 24,
2007 and recorded in Liber 34353, Folio 541 among the
Land Records of Montgomery County, Maryland, with an original
principal balance of $286,500.00, and an interest rate of
4.000%, default having occurred thereunder, the Substitute
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Courthouse door for
the Circuit Court for Montgomery County (Maryland Avenue
entrance), 50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, MD 20850, on

July 28, 2023 AT 3:52 PM
ALL THAT FEE-SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and the improvements
thereon situated in Montgomery County, MD and more fully
described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust. The property is
improved by a dwelling.
Terms of Sale: The property will be sold “as is” and subject
to conditions, restrictions, easements and agreements of record
affecting same, if any and with no warranty of any kind. A
deposit of $30,000.00 by certified funds only (no cash will
be accepted) is required at the time of auction. Balance of
the purchase price to be paid within 10 days of ratification of
sale by the Court. The purchaser, other than the holder of the
Note, its assigns, or designees, shall pay interest on the unpaid
purchase money at the note rate from the date of sale to the date
funds are received by the Substitute Trustees. If settlement
is delayed for any reason, there shall be no abatement of
interest or taxes. Real estate taxes and all other public charges,
or assessments, including water and sewer facilities charges,
ground rent, condo/HOA assessments, private utility, or front
foot benefit payments, not otherwise divested by ratification of
the sale, to be adjusted as of the date of auction, unless the
purchaser is the foreclosing lender or its designee. Cost of
all transfer and recordation taxes and settlement expenses, and
all other costs incident to settlement, shall be borne by the
purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical
possession of the property.
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. If the purchaser fails to go
to settlement within ten (10) days of ratification of the sale,
or otherwise fails to comply with the terms of the sale, the
Substitute Trustees may declare the entire deposit forfeited and
resell the property at the risk and expense of the defaulting
purchaser, and the purchaser agrees to pay reasonable attorneys'
fees and costs for the Substitute Trustees, if the Substitute
Trustees have filed a motion with the Court to resell the
property. Purchaser waives personal service of any paper filed in
connection with such a motion on themself and/or any principal
or corporate designee, and expressly agrees to accept service
of any such paper by regular mail directed to the address
provided by said bidder at the time of foreclosure auction.
If the Substitute Trustees cannot convey insurable title, the
purchaser's sole remedy at law or in equity shall be the return
of the deposit without interest. The sale is subject to post-
sale confirmation of the status of the loan with the loan servicer
including, but not limited to, determination of whether the
borrower entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or
paid off the loan prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or
equity, shall be the return of his deposit without interest. (CGD
File #: 459637)

Richard E. Solomon, et al.,
Sub. Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428327
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Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

1113 ROSEMERE AVE.
SILVER SPRING, MD 20904

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust
from Brian Barnett and Tiffany Scott-Barnett f/k/a Tiffany Patrice
Scott dated April 28, 2006 and recorded in Liber 34327,
folio 231 among the Land Records of Montgomery County,
MD, default having occurred under the terms thereof, the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the Circuit Court for
Montgomery County, at the Court House Door, 50 Maryland Ave.,
Rockville, MD 20850, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 3:47 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Montgomery
County, MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of
Trust. Tax ID #05-00290153.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $28,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price to be paid in cash within ten days of final ratification of
sale by the Circuit Court for Montgomery County. Interest to
be paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate pursuant
to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date
funds are received in the office of the Sub. Trustees. There
will be no abatement of interest in the event additional funds
are tendered before settlement or if settlement is delayed for
any reason. The noteholder shall not be obligated to pay interest
if it is the purchaser. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE
PURCHASER. Adjustment of all real property taxes, including
agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or
private charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges and
ground rent, to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at execution
of the deed, except where the secured party is the purchaser, and
thereafter assumed by the purchaser. Condominium fees and/or
homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the
purchaser from the date of sale forward. Cost of all documentary
stamps, transfer taxes and settlement expenses shall be borne
by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining
physical possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk
of loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Sub. Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable
title, the purchaser's sole remedy in law and equity shall be
limited to a refund of the deposit without interest. If the
purchaser fails to go to settlement, the deposit shall be forfeited,
to the Trustees for application against all expenses, attorney’s
fees and the full commission on the sale price of the above-
scheduled foreclosure sale. In the event of default, all expenses
of this sale (including attorney’s fees and the full commission
on the gross sale price of this sale) shall be charged against
and paid out of the forfeited deposit. The Trustees may then
re-advertise and resell the property at the risk and expense of
the defaulting purchaser or may avail themselves of any legal
or equitable remedies against the defaulting purchaser without
reselling the property. In the event of a resale, the defaulting
purchaser shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even
if such surplus results from improvements to the property by said
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall be liable
to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable attorney’s fees
and expenses incurred in connection with all litigation involving
the Property or the proceeds of the resale. Trustees' file number
22-001993-MD-F-1.
The property will be sold subject to a 120 day right of redemption
by the Internal Revenue Service.
Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Substitute Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428185
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June 27, July 4, 11, 2023 12424972

Samuel I. White, P.C.
596 Lynnhaven Parkway, Suite 200

Virginia Beach, VA 23452
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
6609 Kipling Parkway
District Hts, MD 20747

Under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in a certain
Deed of Trust to MICHAEL BAYNES, Trustee(s), dated August
16, 2019, and recorded among the Land Records of PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND in Liber 42465, folio 35, the
holder of the indebtedness secured by this Deed of Trust having
appointed the undersigned Substitute Trustees, by instrument
duly recorded among the aforesaid Land Records, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, and at the request of the party
secured thereby, the undersigned Substitute Trustee will offer
for sale at public auction at THE PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY
COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT FRONT OF THE DUVAL WING
OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735 MAIN ST, UPPER
MARLBORO, MD 20772 ON,

JULY 13, 2023 at 10:00 AM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD and
described as follows:
BEING KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS LOT NUMBERED
THIRTY-SEVEN (37) IN BLOCK NUMBERED TWENTY (20)
IN THE SUBDIVISION KNOWN AS "SECTION 15 DISTRICT
HEIGHTS" AS PER PLAT THEREOF DULY RECORDED AMONG
THE LAND RECORDS OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARY-
LAND IN PLAT BOOK WWW 19 AT PLAT NO. 90. SAID
PREMISES BEING IN THE 6TH ELECTION DISTRICT OF SAID
COUNTY.
The property will be sold in an "AS IS WHERE IS" condition
without either express or implied warranty or representation,
including but not limited to the description, fitness for a
particular purpose or use, structural integrity, physical condition,
construction, extent of construction, workmanship, materials,
liability, zoning, subdivision, environmental condition, mer-
chantability, compliance with building or housing codes or other
laws, ordinances or regulations, or other similar matters, and
subject to easements, agreements and restrictions of record
which affect the same, if any. The property will be sold
subject to all conditions, liens, restrictions and agreements of
record affecting same including any condominium and of HOA
assessments pursuant to Md Real Property Article 11-110.
TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of $20,000.00 PAYABLE ONLY BY
certified funds, shall be required at the time of sale. CASH WILL
NOT BE AN ACCEPTABLE FORM OF DEPOSIT. The balance of
the purchase price with interest at 5.5% per annum from the
date of sale to the date of payment will be paid within TEN
DAYS after the final ratification of the sale. There will be no
abatement of interest for any reason. Adjustments on all taxes,
public charges and special or regular assessments will be made
as of the date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. There
will be no abatement of taxes, public charges and special or
regular assessments for any reason. If applicable, condominium
and/or homeowner association dues and assessments that may
become due after the time of sale will be the responsibility of
the purchaser. Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue
stamps, transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs
incident to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser. Time is
of the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be
forfeited, and the property may be resold at risk and costs of the
defaulting purchaser and the purchaser agrees to pay reasonable
attorneys' fees for the Substitute trustees, plus all cost incurred,
if the Substitute Trustee's have filed the appropriate motion with
the Court to resell the property. The purchasers waives personal
service of any papers filed in connection with such a motion
and expressly agrees to The purchaser agrees to accept service
by first class mail at the address provided by the Purchaser as
identified on the Memorandum of Sale. If the sale is not ratified
or if the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable
title in accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser's only
remedy is return of the deposit.
The sale is subject to post-sale confirmation and audit of the
status of the loan with the loan servicer including, but not
limited to, determination of whether the borrower entered into
a repayment agreement, reinstated, or paid off the loan prior to
sale. In any such event, this sale shall be null and void, and the
Purchaser's sol remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return of the
deposit without interest. Trustee's File No. (79799)

Robert A. Jones, et al SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

www.hwestauctions.com

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12425520

Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid & Crane, LLC
11350 McCormick Road, EP 1, Suite 302

Hunt Valley, MD 21031
470-321-7112

TRUSTEES' SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
3408 EPHRON CIRCLE
BOWIE, MD 20716

Under a power of sale contained in that Deed of Trust dated
December 31, 1969, and recorded in Liber 42691, folio 356,
of the land records of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY , with
an original principal balance of $265,109.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the appointed Substitute
Trustees will offer for sale at public auction at THE PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT FRONT OF
THE DUVAL WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735
MAIN ST, UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772 ON,

JULY 27, 2023 at 10:15 AM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND together with
any buildings or improvements thereon situated in PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD, located at the above address and more
fully described in the aforementioned Deed of Trust.
TAX ID# - 07-0762633
The property and improvements will be sold in an "AS IS"
physical condition without warranty of any kind and subject to all
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, including any condominium or homeowners association
assessments pursuant to MD Real Property Article Â§ 11-110
and Â§ 11B-117 .
TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder's deposit of
$25,500.00 by cashier's/certified check or such other form as
the Substitute Trustee may determine, in their sole discretion,
required at time of sale except for the party secured by the Deed
of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser from date and time of auction.
The balance of the purchase price together with interest thereon
at 4.0% per annum from date of sale to receipt of purchase
price by Substitute Trustees must be paid by cashier's check
within 10 days after final ratification of sale. The noteholder
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser. There
will be no abatement of interest due from the purchaser in the
event that additional funds are tendered before settlement or if
settlement is delayed for any reason. All real estate taxes and
other public charges and/or assessments to be adjusted as of the
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. If applicable,
any condominium and/or homeowners association dues and
assessments that may become due after the date of sale shall
be purchaser's responsibility. Purchaser shall pay all transfer,
documentary and recording taxes/fees and all other settlement
costs. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the
property. Time is of the essence for the purchaser. If purchaser
defaults, deposit will be forfeited and property resold at the risk
and cost of the defaulting purchaser who shall be liable for any
deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and
attorney's fees of both sales. If Substitute Trustees do not convey
title for any reason, purchaser's sole remedy is return of deposit
without interest. This sale is subject to post-sale audit of the
status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust including but not
limited to determining whether prior to sale a bankruptcy was
filed; forbearance, repayment or other agreement was entered
into; or loan was reinstated or paid off. In any such event this
sale shall be null and void and purchaser's sole remedy shall
be return of deposit without interest. File No. (22-009574)

BRYSON STEPHEN, Substitute Trustees

www.hwestauctions.com

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12425839

Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid & Crane, LLC
11350 McCormick Road, EP 1, Suite 302

Hunt Valley, MD 21031
470-321-7112

TRUSTEES' SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
605 68TH STREET

CAPITOL HEIGHTS, MD 20743
Under a power of sale contained in that Deed of Trust dated
October 31, 2019, and recorded in Liber 42881, folio 518,
of the land records of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY , with
an original principal balance of $196,377.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the appointed Substitute
Trustees will offer for sale at public auction at THE PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT FRONT OF
THE DUVAL WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735
MAIN ST, UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772 ON,

JULY 27, 2023 at 10:15 AM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND together with
any buildings or improvements thereon situated in PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD, located at the above address and more
fully described in the aforementioned Deed of Trust.
TAX ID# - 18-2012151
The property and improvements will be sold in an "AS IS"
physical condition without warranty of any kind and subject to all
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, including any condominium or homeowners association
assessments pursuant to MD Real Property Article Â§ 11-110
and Â§ 11B-117 .
TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder's deposit of
$19,000.00 by cashier's/certified check or such other form as
the Substitute Trustee may determine, in their sole discretion,
required at time of sale except for the party secured by the Deed
of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser from date and time of auction.
The balance of the purchase price together with interest thereon
at 3.625% per annum from date of sale to receipt of purchase
price by Substitute Trustees must be paid by cashier's check
within 10 days after final ratification of sale. The noteholder
shall not be obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser. There
will be no abatement of interest due from the purchaser in the
event that additional funds are tendered before settlement or if
settlement is delayed for any reason. All real estate taxes and
other public charges and/or assessments to be adjusted as of the
date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser. If applicable,
any condominium and/or homeowners association dues and
assessments that may become due after the date of sale shall
be purchaser's responsibility. Purchaser shall pay all transfer,
documentary and recording taxes/fees and all other settlement
costs. Purchaser is responsible for obtaining possession of the
property. Time is of the essence for the purchaser. If purchaser
defaults, deposit will be forfeited and property resold at the risk
and cost of the defaulting purchaser who shall be liable for any
deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and
attorney's fees of both sales. If Substitute Trustees do not convey
title for any reason, purchaser's sole remedy is return of deposit
without interest. This sale is subject to post-sale audit of the
status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust including but not
limited to determining whether prior to sale a bankruptcy was
filed; forbearance, repayment or other agreement was entered
into; or loan was reinstated or paid off. In any such event this
sale shall be null and void and purchaser's sole remedy shall
be return of deposit without interest. File No. (22-037678)

KEITH YACKO,
DAVID WILLIAMSON,
BRYSON STEPHEN,
THOMAS GARTNER,
Substitute Trustees

Prince Georges County851 Prince Georges County851

www.hwestauctions.com

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12426929

GREENSPOON MARDER, LLP
201 International Circle, Suite 230

Hunt Valley, MD 21030
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
15933 LIVINGSTON ROAD
Accokeek, MD 20607

By virtue of a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
ROBERT M. ALLEN JR AND GERALDINE H. ALLEN, dated
October 20, 2008 and recorded in book 30179 , page 329
among the Land Records of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
Maryland, default having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case
docketed as Case No. CAEF22-00431; Tax ID No. 05-0355420)
the Substitute Trustee will sell at public auction PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY courthouse located at FRONT OF THE
DUVAL WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735 MAIN
ST, UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772 .

JULY 27, 2023 at 2:00 PM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $ 24,000.00 will be required
at the time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK
OR BY CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten
days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser.
If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense. The
purchaser waives personal service and accepts service by first
class mail and certified mail addressed to the address provided
by said Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum of Sale for
any Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this sale including
a Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property.
In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be
entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including, but
not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which may arise
therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money at
five percent (5%) from the date of sale to the date funds are
received by the Substitute Trustee. There will be no abatement of
interest in the event additional funds are tendered at the time of
sale or any time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed
for any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes
a forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee is unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 58342.0223)

SYDNEY E. ROBERSON,
NICOLE LIPINSKI,
MARC MEDEL,

Substitute Trustee (s)

Calvert County853

www.hwestauctions.com

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12426928

GREENSPOON MARDER, LLP
201 International Circle, Suite 230

Hunt Valley, MD 21030
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE'S SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

KNOWN AS
2921 Deep Landing Road
Huntingtown, MD 20639

By virtue of a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
SHIRLEY J. NAUGHTON, dated June 27, 2013 and recorded
in book 4237 , page 0270 among the Land Records
of CALVERT COUNTY, Maryland, default having occurred
thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed as Case No. C-04-CV-
22-000049; Tax ID No. 02-099292) the Substitute Trustee will
sell at public auction CALVERT COUNTY courthouse located at
175 MAIN ST, PRINCE FREDERICK, MD 20678 .
JULY 27, 2023 at 9:30 AM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in CALVERT COUNTY, MD and more fully
described in above referenced Deed of Trust.
The property will be sold in an "as is" condition and subject to
conditions, restrictions and agreements of record affecting the
same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $ 40,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR BY
CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Balance
of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of final
ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for CALVERT COUNTY.
Time is of the essence as to the purchaser. If the purchaser
defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the property shall
be resold at the purchaser's risk and expense. The purchaser
waives personal service and accepts service by first class mail
and certified mail addressed to the address provided by said
Purchaser as identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any
Motion or Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a
Motion to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property.
In the event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be
entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including, but
not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which may arise
therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money at
five percent (5%) from the date of sale to the date funds are
received by the Substitute Trustee. There will be no abatement of
interest in the event additional funds are tendered at the time of
sale or any time prior to settlement or if the settlement is delayed
for any reason. In the event that the Secured Party executes
a forbearance agreement with the borrower(s) described in the
above-mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's prior
knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and of no effect,
and the Purchaser's sole remedy shall be the return of the deposit
without interest. Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps,
transfer taxes and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent,
water rent, condominium fees and/or homeowner association
dues, all public charges/assessments payable on an annual
basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if
applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the date
of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee is unable to convey
insurable title for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy in
law or equity shall be limited to a refund of the aforementioned
deposit without interest. In the event the sale is not ratified
for any reason, the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is
the return of the deposit without interest. (File # 44377.0360)

SYDNEY E. ROBERSON,
MARC MEDEL,

NICOLE LIPINSKI,
Substitute Trustee (s)

Prince Georges County851

Calvert County853

Frederick County856

COHN, GOLDBERG & DEUTSCH, LLC
1099 WINTERSON ROAD, SUITE 301

LINTHICUM HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 21090
www.cgd-law.com/sales

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES' SALE OF
IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
619 AMBERFIELD ROAD
FREDERICK, MD 21703

By authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated September 30,
2010 and recorded in Liber 8162, Folio 480 among the Land
Records of Frederick County, Maryland, with an original principal
balance of $258,405.00, and an interest rate of 2.500%,
default having occurred thereunder, the Substitute Trustees will
sell at public auction at the Courthouse door for the Circuit
Court for Frederick County, 100 W. Patrick Street, Frederick, MD
21701, on

July 28, 2023 AT 12:40 PM
ALL THAT FEE-SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and the improvements
thereon situated in Frederick County, MD and more fully
described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust. The property is
improved by a dwelling.
Terms of Sale: The property will be sold “as is” and subject
to conditions, restrictions, easements and agreements of record
affecting same, if any and with no warranty of any kind. A
deposit of $26,000.00 by certified funds only (no cash will
be accepted) is required at the time of auction. Balance of
the purchase price to be paid within 10 days of ratification of
sale by the Court. The purchaser, other than the holder of the
Note, its assigns, or designees, shall pay interest on the unpaid
purchase money at the note rate from the date of sale to the date
funds are received by the Substitute Trustees. If settlement is
delayed for any reason, there shall be no abatement of interest
or taxes. All due and/or unpaid private utility, water and sewer
facilities charges, or front foot benefit payments, are payable
by the purchaser without adjustment. Real estate taxes and all
other public charges, or assessments, ground rent, or condo/HOA
assessments, not otherwise divested by ratification of the sale,
to be adjusted as of the date of auction, unless the purchaser
is the foreclosing lender or its designee. Cost of all transfer
and recordation taxes and settlement expenses, and all other
costs incident to settlement, shall be borne by the purchaser.
Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining physical possession
of the property.
TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE. If the purchaser fails to go
to settlement within ten (10) days of ratification of the sale,
or otherwise fails to comply with the terms of the sale, the
Substitute Trustees may declare the entire deposit forfeited and
resell the property at the risk and expense of the defaulting
purchaser, and the purchaser agrees to pay reasonable attorneys'
fees and costs for the Substitute Trustees, if the Substitute
Trustees have filed a motion with the Court to resell the
property. Purchaser waives personal service of any paper filed in
connection with such a motion on themself and/or any principal
or corporate designee, and expressly agrees to accept service
of any such paper by regular mail directed to the address
provided by said bidder at the time of foreclosure auction.
If the Substitute Trustees cannot convey insurable title, the
purchaser's sole remedy at law or in equity shall be the return
of the deposit without interest. The sale is subject to post-
sale confirmation of the status of the loan with the loan servicer
including, but not limited to, determination of whether the
borrower entered into any repayment agreement, reinstated or
paid off the loan prior to the sale. In any such event, this sale
shall be null and void, and the Purchaser's sole remedy, in law or
equity, shall be the return of his deposit without interest. (CGD
File #: 459698)

Richard E. Solomon, et al.,
Sub. Trustees

July 11, 18, 25, 2023 12428326

Howard County857

Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600

Bethesda, MD 20814
(301) 907-8000

www.rosenberg-assoc.com
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY

7105 COLLINGWOOD CT.
ELKRIDGE, MD 21075

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Deed of Trust from
Marilyn D. Rawlings and Mark D. Rawlings dated November 29,
2000 and recorded in Liber 5293, folio 90 among the Land
Records of Howard County, MD, default having occurred under
the terms thereof, the Sub. Trustees will sell at public auction
at the Circuit Court for Howard County, at the Court House Door,
9250 Judicial Way, Ellicott City, MD 21043, on

JULY 28, 2023 AT 9:25 AM
ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND, together with the
buildings and improvements thereon situated in Howard County,
MD and more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust. Tax
ID #01-286668.
The property, which is improved by a dwelling, will be sold in
an "as is" condition and subject to conditions, restrictions and
agreements of record affecting the same, if any, and with no
warranty of any kind.
Terms of Sale: A deposit of $76,000 in the form of certified
check, cashier's check or money order will be required of the
purchaser at time and place of sale. Balance of the purchase
price to be paid in cash within ten days of final ratification
of sale by the Circuit Court for Howard County. Interest to
be paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate pursuant
to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date
funds are received in the office of the Sub. Trustees. There
will be no abatement of interest in the event additional funds
are tendered before settlement or if settlement is delayed for
any reason. The noteholder shall not be obligated to pay interest
if it is the purchaser. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR THE
PURCHASER. Adjustment of all real property taxes, including
agricultural taxes, if applicable, and any and all public and/or
private charges or assessments, to the extent such amounts
survive foreclosure sale, including water/sewer charges and
ground rent, to be adjusted to date of sale and paid at execution
of the deed, except where the secured party is the purchaser, and
thereafter assumed by the purchaser. Condominium fees and/or
homeowners association dues, if any, shall be assumed by the
purchaser from the date of sale forward. Cost of all documentary
stamps, transfer taxes and settlement expenses shall be borne
by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible for obtaining
physical possession of the property. Purchaser assumes the risk
of loss or damage to the property from the date of sale forward.
Additional terms to be announced at the time of sale.
If the Sub. Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable
title, the purchaser's sole remedy in law and equity shall be
limited to a refund of the deposit without interest. If the
purchaser fails to go to settlement, the deposit shall be forfeited,
to the Trustees for application against all expenses, attorney’s
fees and the full commission on the sale price of the above-
scheduled foreclosure sale. In the event of default, all expenses
of this sale (including attorney’s fees and the full commission
on the gross sale price of this sale) shall be charged against
and paid out of the forfeited deposit. The Trustees may then
re-advertise and resell the property at the risk and expense of
the defaulting purchaser or may avail themselves of any legal
or equitable remedies against the defaulting purchaser without
reselling the property. In the event of a resale, the defaulting
purchaser shall not be entitled to receive the surplus, if any, even
if such surplus results from improvements to the property by said
defaulting purchaser and the defaulting purchaser shall be liable
to the Trustees and secured party for reasonable attorney’s fees
and expenses incurred in connection with all litigation involving
the Property or the proceeds of the resale. Trustees' file number
22-001478-MD-F-1.
Diane S. Rosenberg, Mark D. Meyer, et al., Substitute Trustees
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SCOReBOARd

PRO BASkeTBALL

WnBA
east W l pct gb
New York....................................13 4 .765 —
Connecticut ................................14 5 .737 —
Atlanta .......................................10 8 .556 31/2
Washington................................10 8 .556 31/2
Chicago .........................................8 11 .421 6
Indiana..........................................5 14 .263 9 

West W l pct gb
Las Vegas ...................................17 2 .895 —
Dallas..........................................10 9 .526 7
Minnesota ....................................9 10 .474 8
Los Angeles..................................7 12 .368 10
Seattle..........................................4 14 .222 121/2
Phoenix.........................................4 14 .222 121/2

suNDay’s results
at Connecticut 92, Washington 84
Dallas 77, at Indiana 76
at Phoenix 78, Los Angeles 72
Las Vegas 113, at Minnesota 89
Atlanta 88, at Chicago 77

mONDay’s results
No games scheduled.

tuesDay’s games
Seattle at Washington, 7
Phoenix at Las Vegas, 10

WeDNesDay’s games
Connecticut at Chicago, noon
New York at Indiana, noon
Dallas at Minnesota, 1
Seattle at Atlanta, 7
Las Vegas at Los Angeles, 10

tHursDay’s games
No games scheduled.

nWSL
W l t pts gf ga

North Carolina...................8 5 2 26 21 13
Portland ............................7 4 4 25 34 21
Gotham FC ........................7 4 4 25 17 14
OL Reign............................7 5 3 24 23 18
Washington ......................6 3 6 24 22 21
San Diego ..........................6 6 3 21 21 18
Louisville...........................4 4 7 19 19 16
Orlando .............................6 8 1 19 15 21
Houston ............................4 5 6 18 10 12
Angel City .........................4 6 5 17 18 23
Chicago..............................5 9 1 16 19 33
Kansas City .......................5 10 0 15 17 26 

friDay’s results
at Orlando 1, OL Reign 0
at Louisville 2, Kansas City 1
Chicago 1, at Houston 0

saturDay’s result
Washington 2, at San Diego 2

suNDay’s results
at Gotham FC 2, Portland 1
at Angel City 2, North Carolina 1

friDay, aug. 18
OL Reign at Kansas City, 8

SOCCeR

MLS
east W l t pts gf ga
Cincinnati ........................13 2 6 45 34 23
Nashville .........................11 6 5 38 30 17
New England...................10 4 7 37 36 27
Columbus ........................10 6 6 36 43 30
Atlanta..............................9 5 8 35 40 35
Philadelphia ....................10 7 4 34 35 25
Orlando City ......................9 6 7 34 32 27
D.C. United ........................8 9 6 30 32 30
CF Montréal ......................8 11 2 26 20 29
New York...........................6 7 8 26 20 21
Chicago..............................6 7 8 26 27 31
Charlotte FC ......................6 8 8 26 30 38
New York City FC ..............5 7 11 26 24 28
Toronto FC ........................3 10 10 19 18 32
Inter Miami CF ..................5 13 3 18 22 33 

West W l t pts gf ga
St. Louis City SC .............12 7 2 38 40 24
Seattle ............................10 7 5 35 28 20
Los Angeles FC..................9 6 6 33 30 24
Real Salt Lake ...................9 7 6 33 30 31
Austin FC ..........................8 8 5 29 29 29
FC Dallas ...........................8 9 5 29 24 25
San Jose............................7 7 8 29 26 29
Houston ............................8 9 4 28 26 28
Vancouver .........................6 7 7 25 32 29
Sporting KC.......................6 10 7 25 28 32
Minnesota United .............6 8 6 24 22 29
Portland ............................5 9 7 22 23 31
LA Galaxy ..........................5 9 7 22 23 33
Colorado ............................3 10 8 17 16 30 

saturDay, July 1
at Nashville 2, D.C. United 0
New England 2,at Cincinnati 2
at Columbus 2, New York 1
Austin FC 1, at Miami 1
New York City FC 1, at CF Montréal 0
at Orlando City 3, Chicago 1
Real Salt Lake 1, at Toronto FC 0
at FC Dallas 2, Los Angeles FC 0
at Sporting KC 3, Vancouver 0
at Minnesota 4, Portland 1
at St. Louis City SC 2, Colorado 0
LA Galaxy 2, at San Jose 2
at Seattle 1, Houston 0

suNDay, July 2
at Atlanta 2, Philadelphia 0

tuesDay, July 4
D.C. United 1, at FC Dallas 0
Columbus 2, at Miami 2
at Orlando City 4, Toronto FC 0
at LA Galaxy 2, Los Angeles FC 1
Portland at Colorado, ppd.

WeDNesDay’s result
Charlotte FC 1, at New York City FC 1

saturDay’s results
Miami 2, at D.C. United 2
Cincinnati 2, at Charlotte FC 2
New York City FC 1, at Columbus 1
Atlanta 1, at CF Montréal 0
at New York 2, New England 1
St. Louis City SC 1, at Toronto FC 0
at Chicago 1, Nashville 0
Sporting KC 2, at Houston 2
Austin FC 4, at Minnesota 1
at Colorado 2, FC Dallas 1
at Real Salt Lake 4, Orlando City 0
at LA Galaxy 3, Philadelphia 1
San Jose 1, at Los Angeles FC 1
Seattle 3, at Vancouver 2

WeDNesDay’s matCHes
Atlanta at New England, 7:30
Cincinnati at New York, 7:30
CF Montréal at Chicago, 8:30
Minnesota at Houston, 8:30
Real Salt Lake at Sporting KC, 8:30
Philadelphia at Nashville, 8:30
Seattle at San Jose, 10:30
Austin FC at Vancouver, 10:30
St. Louis City SC at Los Angeles FC, 10:30

saturDay’s matCHes
D.C. United at New England, 7:30
Orlando City at Atlanta, 7:30
Nashville at Cincinnati, 7:30
Charlotte FC at CF Montréal, 7:30
New York City FC at Philadelphia, 7:30
Sporting KC at Austin FC, 8:30
Toronto FC at Chicago, 8:30
Los Angeles FC at Minnesota, 8:30
Miami at St. Louis City SC, 8:30
Houston at Colorado, 9:30
New York at Real Salt Lake, 9:30
Columbus at Portland, 10:30
FC Dallas at Seattle, 10:30
LA Galaxy at Vancouver, 10:30

TenniS

Wimbledon
At All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club; in  London
purse: $17,553,993
surface: Grass

meN’s siNgles —  fOurtH rOuND
Daniil Medvedev (3), Russia, def. Jiri Lehecka, Czech 
Republic, 6-4, 6-2, ret; Christopher Eubanks, United 
States, def. Stefanos Tsitsipas (5), Greece, 3-6, 7-6 
(7-4), 3-6, 6-4, 6-4; Holger Rune (6), Denmark, def. 
Grigor Dimitrov (21), Bulgaria, 3-6, 7-6 (8-6), 7-6 (7-4), 
6-3; Carlos Alcaraz (1), Spain, def. Matteo Berrettini, 
Italy, 3-6, 6-3, 6-3, 6-3.

WOmeN’s siNgles —  fOurtH rOuND
Madison Keys (25), United States, def. Mirra Andreeva, 
Russia, 3-6, 7-6 (7-4), 6-2; Elena Rybakina (3), Kazakh-
stan, def. Beatriz Haddad Maia (13), Brazil, 4-1, ret; 
Aryna Sabalenka (2), Belarus, def. Ekaterina Alexandro-
va (21), Russia, 6-4, 6-0; Ons Jabeur (6), Tunisia, def. 
Petra Kvitova (9), Czech Republic, 6-0, 6-3.

meN’s DOubles —  seCOND rOuND
Kevin Krawietz and Tim Puetz (10), Germany, def. 
Casper Ruud, Norway, and William Blumberg, United 
States, walkover; Rohan Bopanna, India, and Matthew 
Ebden (6), Australia, def. Jacob Fearnley and Johannus 
Monday, Britain, 7-5, 6-3; Ariel Behar, Uruguay, and 
Adam Pavlasek, Czech Republic, def. Fabrice Martin, 
France, and Andreas Mies (8), Germany, 7-6 (7-3), 6-1; 
Wesley Koolhof, Netherlands, and Neal Skupski (1), 
Britain, def. Jason Kubler and Rinky Hijikata, Australia, 
7-6 (7-3), 6-2; Hugo Nys, Monaco, and Jan Zielinski (4), 
Poland, def. Adrian Mannarino, France, and Alejandro 
Davidovich Fokina, Spain, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4; Lloyd Harris, 
South Africa, and Robert Galloway, United States, def. 
Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Austin Krajicek (2), United 
States, 6-7 (7-5), 7-6 (7-3), 6-1; Sander Gille and Joran 
Vliegen (12), Belgium, def. Romain Arneodo, Monaco, 
and Tristan-Samuel Weissborn, Austria, 7-6 (7-5), 6-4; 
Marcelo Melo, Brazil, and John Peers (16), Australia, 
def. Fabien Reboul and Sadio Doumbia, France, 6-3, 6-2; 
Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic (9), Croatia, def. Rafael 
Matos, Brazil, and Francisco Cabral, Portugal, 7-5, 7-6 
(7-3); Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, and Santiago 
Gonzalez (5), Mexico, def. Connor Thomson and Toby 
Samuel, Britain, 6-3, 7-6 (7-4).

WOmeN’s DOubles —  seCOND rOuND
Marketa Vondrousova and Miriam Kolodziejova, Czech 
Republic, def. Elena-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, and Marta 
Kostyuk (15), Ukraine, 1-6, 6-1, 6-4; Sara Sorribes 
Tormo, Spain, and Marie Bouzkova, Czech Republic, def. 
Latisha Chan and Hao-Ching Chan (12), Taiwan, 6-4, 6-4; 
Vera Zvonareva, Russia, and Laura Siegemund, Ger-
many, def. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, and Beatriz 
Haddad Maia (14), Brazil, walkover.

WOmeN’s DOubles —  tHirD rOuND
Caroline Garcia, France, and Luisa Stefani, Brazil, def. 
Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, and Timea Babos, Hungary, 
7-6 (10-8), 6-3; Oksana Kalashnikova, Georgia, and Iryna 
Shymanovich, Belarus, def. Lidziya Marozava, Belarus, 
and Ingrid Martins, Brazil, 6-4, 7-6 (10-8); Zhang Shuai, 
China, and Caroline Dolehide (16), United States, def. 
Zhu Lin, China, and Fang-Hsien Wu, Taiwan, 6-3, 3-6, 
6-4; Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, and Hsieh Su-
wei, Taiwan, def. Aldila Sutjiadi, Indonesia, and Miyu 
Kato (13), Japan, 7-5, 7-6 (7-4); Maia Lumsden and 
Naiktha Bains, Britain, def. Viktoria Hruncakova and 
Tereza Mihalikova, Slovakia, 6-3, 6-7 (7-5), 6-3.

mixeD DOubles —  tHirD rOuND
Matthew Ebden and Ellen Perez (5), Australia, def. Kevin 
Krawietz, Germany, and Zhaoxuan Yang, China, 6-7 
(12-10), 6-4, 7-6 (11-9); Nicolas Mahut, France, and 
Anna Danilina, Kazakhstan, def. Andrea Vavassori, Italy, 
and Liudmila Samsonova, Russia, 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 7-6 
(10-8); Jonny O’Mara and Olivia Nicholls, Britain, def. 
Wesley Koolhof, Netherlands, and Leylah Annie Fernan-
dez (4), Canada, 6-4, 3-6, 6-2; Marcelo Arevalo-Gonzalez, 
El Salvador, and Marta Kostyuk, Ukraine, def. Jamie 
Murray, Britain, and Taylor Townsend, United States, 
6-4, 3-6, 6-3; Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands, and 
Aldila Sutjiadi, Indonesia, def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Neth-
erlands, and Ena Shibahara (8), Japan, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4; Ivan 
Dodig, Croatia, and Latisha Chan, Taiwan, def. Heather 
Watson and Joe Salisbury, Britain, 2-6, 6-3, 7-6 (7-5).

gOLF

PgA Tour 
feDex Cup leaDers
Through Sunday.

points money
1. .............................. Jon Rahm 3,117 $15,210,983
2. .................. Scottie Scheffler 2,965 $18,548,392
3. .............................Max Homa 1,996 $8,672,674
4. .................... Wyndham Clark 1,893 $10,226,979
5. .....................Keegan Bradley 1,774 $8,676,697
6. ......................Viktor Hovland 1,703 $9,819,096
7. ......................... Rory McIlroy 1,699 $9,644,758
8. ........................ Rickie Fowler 1,686 $7,466,531
9. ............................ Tony Finau 1,570 $5,472,202
10. ..........................Nick Taylor 1,421 $5,677,835
11. ................... Patrick Cantlay 1,421 $7,796,885
12. ......................... Si Woo Kim 1,351 $4,889,642
13. ..............Xander Schauffele 1,341 $7,420,415
14. ........................... Jason Day 1,303 $5,713,733
15. .....................Tyrrell Hatton 1,246 $7,725,722
16. ..................Collin Morikawa 1,246 $5,476,781
17. .......................... Sam Burns 1,242 $6,531,400
18. ........................ Sepp Straka 1,210 $4,052,149
19. ......................Adam Schenk 1,209 $4,139,665
20. .................... Kurt Kitayama 1,205 $6,499,612
21. .................Denny McCarthy 1,179 $5,927,812
22. ..................... Brian Harman 1,172 $5,094,016
23. ............................ Chris Kirk 1,161 $3,629,834
24. ...................... Taylor Moore 1,156 $4,062,261
25. ............................. Tom Kim 1,134 $4,277,417
26. ....................Seamus Power 1,133 $3,682,007
27. .................... Emiliano Grillo 1,100 $4,135,102
28. ......................... Justin Rose 1,088 $4,173,120
29. ................. Sahith Theegala 1,065 $4,941,293
30. ..................... Jordan Spieth 1,063 $6,412,258
31. .....................Corey Conners 1,054 $4,307,414
32. ....................Russell Henley 1,051 $4,301,096
33. ................. Matt Fitzpatrick 1,036 $6,285,018
34. ..............Tommy Fleetwood 1,021 $4,600,501
35. ..........................Sungjae Im 998 $4,921,568
36. ..................Adam Svensson 917 $3,585,002
37. ..................... Adam Hadwin 908 $3,404,395
38. .....................Harris English 893 $4,978,351
39. ..................... Brendon Todd 884 $3,081,844
40. ................. Andrew Putnam 872 $3,372,823
41. .............................. Eric Cole 871 $2,864,307
42. ............. Mackenzie Hughes 867 $3,004,998

LPgA Tour 
mONey leaDers
Through Sunday.

trn money
1. .........................Allisen Corpuz 13 $2,481,309
2. .............................Ruoning Yin 9 $2,115,037
3. ............................Ayaka Furue 14 $1,332,406
4. .............................Charley Hull 10 $1,259,627
5. ............................... Yuka Saso 11 $1,204,744
6. .................................... Lilia Vu 10 $1,130,901
7. ........................... Jin Young Ko 10 $1,117,279
8. ................................... Xiyu Lin 10 $1,107,562
9. ............................ Hyo Joo Kim 10 $1,057,121
10. ...................... Leona Maguire 12 $950,431
11. ........................Nasa Hataoka 12 $913,051
12. ........................... Rose Zhang 2 $899,666
13. ..........................Hae Ran Ryu 12 $865,741
14. .....................Carlota Ciganda 12 $848,423
15. ......................Ashleigh Buhai 13 $845,518
16. ........................... Nelly Korda 10 $845,304
17. ...............................Angel Yin 9 $830,807
18. ........... Brooke M. Henderson 13 $730,109
19. ..............................Grace Kim 10 $714,719
20. ....................... Hannah Green 10 $693,478
21. .............................Minjee Lee 9 $681,358
22. ....................... Celine Boutier 12 $673,661
23. .....................Anna Nordqvist 11 $642,224
24. ............................ Maja Stark 12 $634,017
25. ........................ Megan Khang 11 $629,285
26. .......................... Georgia Hall 12 $622,656
27. ................... Atthaya Thitikul 11 $617,326
28. ........................... Aditi Ashok 11 $604,095
29. ..............................Amy Yang 11 $525,067
30. .......................... Bailey Tardy 11 $519,574
31. ..................Ariya Jutanugarn 11 $506,977
32. ...............Stephanie Meadow 10 $499,036
33. .............................Ally Ewing 11 $478,850
34. ...................Cheyenne Knight 12 $473,001
35. .................... Jennifer Kupcho 13 $441,275
36. ..........................Hye-Jin Choi 11 $426,410
37. ..........Pajaree Anannarukarn 13 $425,695
38. ........ Nanna Koerstz Madsen 13 $380,051
39. ................Albane Valenzuela 10 $377,661
40. .............................Jenny Shin 12 $369,825
41. ................... Perrine Delacour 11 $369,594

AuTO RACing

nASCAR Cup Series 
sCHeDule
feb. 5: x-Heat Race 1 (Aric Almirola)
feb. 5: x-Heat Race 2 (Martin Truex Jr.)
feb. 5: x-Heat Race 3, (Denny Hamlin)
feb. 5: x-Heat Race 4, (William Byron)
feb. 5: x-Last Chance Qualifying Race 1 (Michael 
McDowell)
feb. 5: x-Last Chance Qualifying Race 2 (Chase 
Elliott)
feb. 5: x- Clash at the Coliseum (Martin Truex Jr.)
feb. 16: x-Duel at Daytona 1 (Joey Logano)
feb. 16: x-Duel at Daytona 2 (Aric Almirola)
feb. 19: Daytona 500 (Ricky Stenhouse Jr.)
feb. 26: Pala Casino 400 (Kyle Busch) 
march 5: Pennzoil 400 (William Byron)
march 12: Work United 500 (William Byron)
march 19: Ambetter 400 (Joey Logano)
march 26: EchoPark Automotive Grand Prix (Tyler 
Reddick) 
april 2: Toyota Owners 400 (Kyle Larson)
april 8: x-Qualifying Race 1 (Austin Dillon)
april 8: x-Qualifying Race 2 (Ryan Blaney)
april 8: x-Qualifying Race 3 (Kyle Larson)
april 8: x-Qualifying Race 4 (Bubba Wallace)
april 9: Food City Dirt Race (Christopher Bell)
april 16: NOCO 400 (Kyle Larson)
april 23: Geico 500 (Kyle Busch)
april 30: Würth 400 (Martin Truex Jr.)
may 7: AdventHealth 400 (Denny Hamlin)
may 14: Goodyear 400 (William Byron)
may 20: x-Heat Race 1 (Daniel Suárez) 
may 20: x-Heat Race 2 (Chris Buescher) 
may 21: x-NASCAR All-Star Open (Josh Berry)  
may 21: NASCAR All-Star Race (Kyle Larson) 
may 28: Coca-Cola 600 (Ryan Blaney)
June 4: Enjoy Illinois 300 (Kyle Busch)  
June 11: Toyota/Save Mart 350 (Martin Truex Jr.)
June 25: Ally 400 (Ross Chastain) 
July 2: Grant Park 220 (Shane van Gisbergen) 
July 9: Quaker State 400 (William Byron)
July 16: Crayon 301, Loudon, N.H. 
July 23: Fan Appreciation 400, Long Pond, Pa. 
July 30: Cup Series Race at Richmond 
aug. 6: FireKeepers Casino 400, Brooklyn, Mich. 
aug. 13: Verizon 200 at the Brickyard, Speedway, Ind. 
aug. 20: Go Bowling at the Glen, Watkins Glen, N.Y. 
aug. 26: Coke Zero Sugar 400, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
sept. 3: Southern 500, Darlington, S.C. 
sept. 10: Hollywood Casino 400 , Kansas City, Kan. 
sept. 16: Bass Pro Shops Night Race, Bristol, Tenn. 
sept. 24: AutoTrader EchoPark Automotive 400, Fort 
Worth
Oct. 1: YellaWood 500, Talladega, Ala. 
Oct. 8: Roval 400, Concord, N.C. 
Oct. 15: South Point 400, Las Vegas 
Oct. 22: NASCAR Cup Series Race, Homestead, Fla. 
Oct. 29: Xfinity 500, Ridgeway, Va. 
Nov. 5: NASCAR Cup Series Race Championship, 
Avondale, Ariz. 

x-Non-points race 

nASCAR Cup Series 
pOiNts leaDers
Through Sunday.
1. William Byron, 628.
2. Martin Truex Jr, 607.
3. Kyle Busch, 592.
4. Christopher Bell, 591.
5. Ross Chastain, 575.
6. Denny Hamlin, 561.
7. Ryan Blaney, 553.
8. Kyle Larson, 531.
9. Kevin Harvick, 530.

graND est OpeN 88
At Tennis Club de Contrexeville (France)
purse: $109,918
surface: Red clay

siNgles —  QualifiCatiON rOuND
Dalila Jakupovic (7), Slovenia, def. Maria Carle (5), 
Argentina, 6-4, 6-4; Tereza Martincova (1), Czech 
Republic, def. Amina Anshba, Russia, 6-0, 4-6, 7-5; 
Elvina Kalieva (3), United States, def. Tatiana Prozorova 
(6), Russia, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2; Anastasia Tikhonova (8), 
Russia, def. Rosa Vicens Mas (4), Spain, 4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

siNgles —  rOuND Of 32
Erika Andreeva, Russia, def. Irina Bara, Romania, 6-1, 
6-0; Anna-Lena Friedsam (5), Germany, def. Despina 
Papamichail, Greece, 6-3, 6-4; Hailey Baptiste, United 
States, def. Margaux Rouvroy, France, 6-1, 6-4; Aleksan-
dra Krunic, Serbia, def. Valentini Grammatikopoulou, 
Greece, 6-2, 3-6, 6-4; Eva Lys, Germany, def. Maria 
Timofeeva, Russia, 6-2, 2-6, 6-4; Anastasia Pavlyuchen-
kova (8), Russia, def. Amandine Hesse, France, 6-3, 1-6, 
7-6 (9-7).

WTA
NOrDea OpeN
At Bastad (Sweden) Tennis Stadium
purse: $115,000
surface: Red clay

siNgles —  rOuND Of 32
Emma Navarro (1), United States, def. Polina Kuderme-
tova, Russia, 6-3, 6-2; Chloe Paquet, France, def. Nigina 
Abduraimova, Uzbekistan, 6-1, 6-3; Tamara Zidansek, 
Slovenia, def. Emily Appleton, Britain, 6-3, 6-2; Claire Liu 
(7), United States, def. Oana Gavrila, Romania, 6-3, 6-1; 
Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Bella Bergkvist Larsson, 
Sweden, 6-2, 6-2; Louisa Chirico, United States, def. 
Malene Helgo, Norway, 6-1, 6-4.

DOubles —  rOuND Of 16
Jacqueline Cabaj Awad and Lisa Zaar, Sweden, def. Kajsa 
Rinaldo Persson and Caijsa Wilda Hennemann, Sweden, 
6-0, 3-6, 10-8.

ATP 
siNgles raNkiNgs
Through Sunday.
1. Carlos Alcaraz, Spain, 7675
2. Novak Djokovic, Serbia, 7595
3. Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 5890
4. Casper Ruud, Norway, 4960
5. Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, 4670
6. Holger Rune, Denmark, 4510
7. Andrey Rublev, Russia, 4255
8. Jannik Sinner, Italy, 3345
9. Taylor Fritz, USA, 3310
10. Frances Tiafoe, USA, 3085
11. Karen Khachanov, Russia, 3035
12. Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 2760
13. Cameron Norrie, Great Britain, 2610
14. Borna Coric, Croatia, 2305
15. Tommy Paul, USA, 2250
16. Lorenzo Musetti, Italy, 2210
17. Alex de Minaur, Australia, 2115
18. Hubert Hurkacz, Poland, 2060
19. Francisco Cerundolo, Argentina, 1860
20. Pablo Carreno Busta, Spain, 1640
21. Alexander Zverev, Germany, 1630
22. Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, 1625
23. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, 1480
24. Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria, 1430
25. Sebastian Korda, USA, 1355
26. Alexander Bublik, Kazakhstan, 1354
27. Yoshihito Nishioka, Japan, 1351
28. Nicolas Jarry, Chile, 1336
29. Denis Shapovalov, Canada, 1335
30. Daniel Evans, Great Britain, 1321
31. Tallon Griekspoor, Netherlands, 1254
32. Tomas Martin Etcheverry, Argentina, 1201
33. Nick Kyrgios, Australia, 1175
34. Alejandro Davidovich Fokina, Spain, 1115
35. Adrian Mannarino, France, 1112
36. Ben Shelton, USA, 1094
37. Jiri Lehecka, Czech Republic, 1083
38. Matteo Berrettini, Italy, 1082
39. Ugo Humbert, France, 1042
40. Andy Murray, Great Britain, 1030

WTA
siNgles raNkiNgs
Through Sunday.
1. Iga Swiatek, Poland, 8990
2. Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 8066
3. Elena Rybakina, Kazakhstan, 5090
4. Jessica Pegula, USA, 4995
5. Caroline Garcia, France, 4845
6. Ons Jabeur, Tunisia, 3547
7. Coco Gauff, USA, 3435
8. Maria Sakkari, Greece, 3301
9. Petra Kvitova, Czech Republic, 3101
10. Daria Kasatkina, Russia, 2935
11. Barbora Krejcikova, Czech Republic, 2830
12. Veronika Kudermetova, Russia, 2600
13. Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, 2560
14. Belinda Bencic, Switzerland, 2380
15. Liudmila Samsonova, Russia, 2360
16. Karolina Muchova, Czech Republic, 2294
17. Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia, 2150
18. Madison Keys, USA, 2106
19. Karolina Pliskova, Czech Republic, 2055
20. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus, 1996
21. Donna Vekic, Croatia, 1975
22. Ekaterina Alexandrova, Russia, 1915
23. Anastasia Potapova, Russia, 1845
24. Magda Linette, Poland, 1765
25. Zheng Qinwen, China, 1669
26. Anhelina Kalinina, Ukraine, 1527
27. Bernarda Pera, USA, 1519
28. Elise Mertens, Belgium, 1424
29. Petra Martic, Croatia, 1418
30. Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, 1342
31. Mayar Sherif, Egypt, 1266
32. Katerina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 1264
33. Marie Bouzkova, Czech Republic, 1258
34. Zhu Lin, China, 1247
35. Paula Badosa, Spain, 1233
36. Marta Kostyuk, Ukraine, 1200
37. Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 1187
38. Zhang Shuai, China, 1173

tonight. I think we gave them a 
good show.”

San Antonio announced 
Saturday that the 74-year-old 
Popovich, the winningest coach 
in NBA history, had signed a new 
five-year deal that is expected to 
coincide with Wembanyama’s 
rise to superstardom. 

Wembanyama said the 
contract was evidence that 
Popovich “cares about the 
project” and that “there’s 
something great going on” in San 
Antonio.

A big part of Popovich’s 
project will be refining his 
franchise player’s offensive role. 
In his first two games, 
Wembanyama thrived in 
transition, as a cutter and in 
isolation on the perimeter when 
he had favorable matchups. 
Handling the ball in traffic and 
fighting through multiple 
defenders in the paint led to 
turnovers and poor decisions.

Defensively, Wembanyama 
thrived as a helper who 
intimidates ballhandlers, 
protects the rim from the weak 
side and closes out hard on 
shooters with his 8-foot 
wingspan. He encountered more 
difficulty when he had to fight 
for rebounds and guard heavier 
opponents on the block.

The Spurs’ plan to label 
Wembanyama as a forward 
rather than a center should suit 
him well on both ends and save 
him from heavy pounding inside.

“It’s just me getting 
comfortable with myself and my 
body on the court,” 
Wembanyama said. 

After playing Wembanyama 
54 combined minutes in his first 
two games, the Spurs decided 
Monday to shut him down for 
the remainder of Summer 
League. What comes after Las 
Vegas remains unknown even to 
Wembanyama, who will not play 
for France at the FIBA World 
Cup.

Wembanyama said Sunday 
that he plans to meet with Spurs 
officials to set his schedule for 
August and September. Only one 
thing was certain: After 
spending the past month in the 
spotlight, he anticipated 
reclaiming some privacy.

“I’m probably going to 
disappear from the media,” 
Wembanyama said.

By night’s end, Wembanyama 
had posted 27 points on 9-for-14 
shooting, 12 rebounds and three 
blocks in 27 minutes while 
keying a fourth-quarter rally that 
came up short in the final 
minute. As San Antonio chipped 
into Portland’s lead, 
Wembanyama let his emotions 
show, shouting with glee after 
forcing a 24-second violation and 
soaking in the loud cheers from 
another sellout crowd when he 
drained a clutch three-pointer 
from the left wing.

“There’s a lot of attention,” 
said Matt Nielsen, the coach of 
the Spurs’ Summer League team. 
“I think he showed the talent 
that he has and the resilience. He 
stepped up.”

Wembanyama’s flair was back 
in full force against the Blazers, 
who tried to slow him by fouling 
him repeatedly. His signature 
sequence came in the second 
quarter, when he blocked a shot 
on one end and finished the play 
with a dunk on the other. During 
crunchtime, he sported a Band-
Aid on his face — the byproduct 
of the physical night — and 
sought to play hero with a 
running three-pointer that 
rimmed off in the closing 
seconds.

“I wish we would have won the 
game,” Wembanyama said. “I 
think it’s normal to get better 
every game. The best show for 
the fans is the win. It’s just 
Summer League, but they can see 
us battling and getting better 

LAS VEGAS — The 
overwhelming 
frenetic energy 
that greeted 
Victor 
Wembanyama at 

NBA Summer League had largely 
dissipated by Sunday afternoon, 
when the San Antonio Spurs 
rookie took the court looking to 
atone for his unfulfilling debut.

Though Wembanyama 
generally maintains a cool 
exterior and chooses his words 
carefully, he had seemed 
disappointed by his 2-for-13 
shooting night against the 
Charlotte Hornets on Friday. A 
perfectionist who is surely 
unaccustomed to being viewed 
as a letdown, the 19-year-old 
French forward raced around the 
court during warmups, slapped 
himself in the face before tip-off 
and delivered a well-rounded 
performance that drew gasps of 
awe and standing ovations 
during an 85-80 loss to the 
Portland Trail Blazers at Thomas 
& Mack Center on Sunday.

With Spurs Coach Gregg 
Popovich watching from a few 
rows behind the bench, 
Wembanyama capitalized on his 
second chance to make a good 
first impression. The jitters that 
had defined his debut were 
replaced by an approach that 
was more forceful and more 
relaxed.

“In the past month, I think 
basketball wasn’t even 
50 percent of my schedule,” 
Wembanyama said. “I couldn’t 
stand it. It’s a special moment in 
my life, but I’m glad it’s over, 
honestly. I just want to hoop, 
work out and lift. Every [top 
draft] pick has to go through 
this. It just makes me better for 
the future.”

While it took a quarter for 
Wembanyama to assert himself 
offensively against the Blazers, 
the 7-foot-5 big man displayed 
the layered scoring game that 
captivated scouts and fans alike. 
He ripped a right-to-left 
crossover to set up a leaning 
jumper. He threw down a dunk 
in transition. He ducked into the 
paint, absorbed contact and 
tossed in a tough finish. And he 
powered over the top of the 
defender, celebrating with a 
quick flex after finishing the and-
one.

Wembanyama stands tall in second shot
On the 
NBA
Ben 
Golliver

ethan mIller/getty Images

Following a disappointing 
Summer League debut, Victor 
Wembanyama scored 27 points 
in his second game Sunday. 

BASeBALL

MLB draft
WasHiNgtON NatiONals’ seleCtiONs
Rounds 1-2 Sunday 
Rounds 3-10 Monday
Rounds 11-20 Tuesday

first rOuND
2. Dylan Crews, OF, LSU.
seCOND rOuND
40. Yohandy Morales, 3B, Miami.
tHirD rOuND
71. Travis Sykora, RHP, Round Rock H.S., Texas.
fOurtH rOuND
102. Andrew Pinckney, OF, Alabama.
fiftH rOuND
138. Marcus Brown, SS, Oklahoma State
sixtH rOuND
165. Gavin Dugas, 2B, LSU.
seveNtH rOuND
195. Ryan Snell, C, Lamar.
eigHtH rOuND
225. Jared Simpson, LHP, Iowa.
NiNtH rOuND
255. Thomas Schultz, RHP, Vanderbilt.
10tH rOuND
285. Phillip Glasser, SS, Indiana.

HOme ruN Derby WiNNers
2023:  Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Toronto (T-Mobile Park)
2022: Juan Soto, Washington (Dodger Stadium)
2021: Pete Alonso, New York Mets (Coors Field)
2019: Pete Alonso, New York Mets (Progressive Park)
2018: Bryce Harper, Washington (Nationals Park)
2017: Aaron Judge, New York Yankees (Marlins Park)
2016: Giancarlo Stanton, Miami (Petco Park)
2015: Todd Frazier, Cincinnati (Great American Ball 
Park)
2014: Yoenis Cespedes, Oakland (Target Field)
2013: Yoenis Cespedes, Oakland (Citi Field)
2012: Prince Fielder, Detroit Tigers (Kauffman Stadium)
2011: Robinson Cano, New York Yankees (Chase Field)
2010: David Ortiz, Boston  (Angel Stadium)
2009: Prince Fielder, Milwaukee (Busch Stadium)
2008: Justin Morneau, Minnesota (Yankee Stadium)
2007: Vladimir Guerrero Sr., Los Angeles Angels (AT&T 
Park)
2006: Ryan Howard, Philadelphia (PNC Park)
2005: Bobby Abreu, Philadelphia (Comerica Park)
2004: Miguel Tejada, Baltimore (Minute Maid Park)
2003: Garret Anderson, Anaheim (U.S. Cellular Field)
2002: Jason Giambi, New York Yankees (Miller Park)
2001: Luis Gonzalez, Arizona (Safeco Field)
2000: Sammy Sosa, Chicago (Turner Field)
1999: Ken Griffey Jr., Seattle (Fenway Park)
1998: Ken Griffey Jr., Seattle (Coors Field)
1997: Tino Martinez, New York Yankees (Jacobs Field)
1996: Barry Bonds, San Francisco (Veterans Stadium)
1995: Frank Thomas, Chicago White Sox (The Ballpark in 
Arlington)
1994: Ken Griffey Jr., Seattle (Three Rivers Stadium)
1993: Juan Gonzalez, Texas (Camden Yards)
1992: Mark McGwire, Oakland (Jack Murphy Stadium)
1991: Cal Ripken, Baltimore (SkyDome)
1990: Ryne Sandberg, Chicago Cubs (Wrigley Field)
1989: Ruben Sierra, Texas, and Eric Davis, Cincinnati 
(Anaheim Stadium)
1987: Andre Dawson, Chicago Cubs (Oakland-Alameda 
County Coliseum)
1986: Wally Joyner, California and Darryl Strawberry, 
New York Mets (Astrodome)
1985: Dave Parker, Cincinnati (Hubert H. Humphrey 
Metrodome)
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BY SANDRA G. BOODMAN

S
eatednext to a radiologist, Thomas
P. Trezona scoured the images of
his CT scan, dreading the thing he
wassurehewould find: evidenceof

pancreatic cancer, the same disease that
had killed his mother. Given his age, sex
and family history, that was the most
likely explanation for the violent abdomi-
nal pain, nausea and rapid weight loss
that in July 2021 hijacked the life of the
retired surgical oncologist.

To Trezona’s enormous relief the scan
showed no sign of cancer. His internist
suspected he was reacting to grain in his
diet,whilebloodtestsperformedafter the
scan suggested a rare, chronic gastroin-
testinal disorder.

The cause of Trezona’s debilitating
symptoms, confirmed nearly twomonths
later following surgery, turned out to be
none of those things. The surgeon’s per-
sistent, methodical approach to his own
illness — honed during his long medical
career — coupled with the assistance of
his longtime gastroenterologist led to the
discovery of the unusual and preventable
reason for his alarming decline.

Trezona, now 72, recovered, although
the experience left him shaken. He hopes
to alert others to a frequently overlooked
danger hiding in plain sight and spare
them a similar ordeal.

“I know I have very privileged access to
the medical community, and knowledge
most people don’t have,” said Trezona,
who lives outside eugene, ore. “Most
people would have suffered for a much
longer period of timewith this.”

Possible parasite
The vague pain in Trezona’s upper

abdomen began July 13, a few days after
he returned from a two-week rafting trip
in the Grand Canyon. A few days later the
pain worsened, and he felt bloated and
nauseated and had trouble eating.

Trezona, who retired in 2020, noted
that thepain came inwaves and tended to
be milder in the morning, intensifying as
thedayworeon.Hebeganputting togeth-
er a differential diagnosis — a list of
possible conditions that share symptoms
—a bedrock tool used by doctors.

“This iswhat surgeonsdo,”he said. “We
are the specialists called to the eR to see
people who present with significant ab-
dominal pain.” Trezona also began keep-
ing a daily symptom journal to track his
problem.

See MEdIcaL MySTEry oN E4

mEdical mystEriEs

Ominous
pain,
surprising
culprit

A surgeon had violent stomach trouble and lost 21 pounds.
The unexpected cause was hiding in plain sight.

BianCa BagnaRelli FoR the WaShington poSt

searchers published a paper in Biology
Letters demonstrating thatmalariamos-
quitoes’ ranges have already shifted in
Africa over the past century, farther
from the equator and into higher alti-
tudes.

Malaria cases worldwide declined
steadily for nearly two decades. But that
progress stalled as cases have flatlined
and even ticked up in some countries in
the past few years. Cases increased to an
estimated 247 million in 2021 from a
recent low of 231 million in 2018,
according to data from theWorld Health
organization.

Mosquitoes don’t kill the way a shark
or a lion does: Instead, they are “vectors”
for many painful and life-threatening
diseases, fromdengue fever tomalaria to
chikungunya. When a mosquito “bites”
someone — by stabbing a needle-filled
proboscis deep into a blood vessel — it
both sucks out blood and leaves some of
its own saliva behind.

That saliva, when contaminated by
virus or parasite, can make people sick,
often painfully so. Dengue fever is also
known as “breakbone” fever; the name
chikungunya comes from an African
word meaning “to be contorted,” as
patients often bend over from severe
joint and muscle pain.

And there is reason to think that those
See MOSQUITOES oN E4

BY SHANNON OSAKA

The deadliest animal in the world is
smaller than a pencil eraser and weighs
about two-thousandths of a gram — less
than the weight of a single raindrop.
every year, it kills an estimated 700,000
people by partaking in what scientists
grimly call a “blood meal.”

It’s the mosquito — and, increasingly,
it’s on the move.

These global shifts, which will only
accelerate as the planet warms, have
sparked concern that the diseases mos-
quitoes carry will exact an even higher
toll in the months and years to come.

In June alone, five cases of locally
transmitted malaria were discovered in
Texas and Florida: the first cases ac-
quired in the United States in two
decades. These cases, experts say, are
unlikely to have a connection to warm-
ing temperatures — conditions in Flori-
da and Texas are already suitable for
malaria-carrying mosquitoes. But as ur-
ban heat islands expand and tempera-
tures rise, mosquito-borne diseases are
expected to travel outside of their typical
regions.

“Climate change allows the creeping
edge of mosquito ranges to expand,” said
Sadie Ryan, a professor of medical
geography at the University of Florida.

This year, Georgetown University re-

As mosquitoes’ ranges grow,
health threat rises worldwide

Summer is a time of
outdoor fun for many
people, especially those
who have slogged
through winter’s bitter
cold. Not so for
individuals who suffer
from summer
depression.

Heat, humidity and
pollen are likely to cause
summer sadness, while

reduced daylight causes winter
seasonal affective disorder (SAD).

Compared with winter SAD, summer
depression has not received as much
attention in research or general
awareness.

“It certainly deserves more study,
certainly deserves more concern,” said
Norman Rosenthal, a psychiatrist at
Georgetown University School of
Medicine who first described SAD in
the scientific literature in 1984.

The symptoms of winter and summer
See Sad oN E5

wEll+bEing

Summer heat,
humidity can
fuel seasonal
depression

Brain
Matters
richard
Sima

BY MARTA ZARASKA

Breathing in the yellow haze of wild-
fire smoke is not only bad for your lungs,
it can harm your mind, too. In recent
years research has begun to link air
pollution with poor mental health, from
depression and anxiety to psychotic
breakdowns and, in kids, ADHD symp-
toms. And while most studies have fo-
cused on urban pollution, many of the
same toxic chemicals in city air can also
be found in wildfire smoke — and often
in far larger quantities.

“Because it involves inefficient com-
bustion of wood, leaves and soil, wildfire
smoke contains just an enormous num-
ber of chemicals. In many ways, breath-
ing wildfire smoke is similar to smoking
unfiltered cigarettes,” says Paul Wenn-
berg, atmospheric chemist at California
Institute of Technology.

one thing you are likely to breathe in
with both noxious urban air and wildfire
smoke is nitrogen dioxide (No2), a harm-

See POLLUTION oN E6

Air pollution
can worsen
mental health,
experts say

animals

Raised in captivity for medical
research, vanilla, above, is now
enjoying the great outdoors. E2

yourmovE

Science-based tips for staying
cool during workouts on hot
summer days. E5

carEgiving

persuading reluctant loved ones
to see a doctor isn’t easy, but it
starts with listening. E6

Save the ChimpS
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ScieNce NewS

Saturn has a fresh new look 
because of NASA’s Webb Space 
Telescope.

The gas giant is dark in the 
latest photo by Webb, released 
June 30, but its rings are aglow.

Webb snapped the image in the 
infrared last month.

At this wavelength, the planet 
appears dark because sunlight is 
absorbed by methane in the at-
mosphere. But the icy rings re-
main bright.

Three of Saturn’s many moons 

also got caught on camera.
Scientists are thrilled with this 

latest shot, which captures Sat-
urn’s atmosphere in detail. They 
hope to uncover new ring struc-
tures as well as any new planets 
that might be lurking there.

“We look forward to digging 
into the deep exposures to see 
what discoveries may await,” Mat-
thew Tiscareno, a senior research 
scientist at the SETI Institute, 
said in a statement.

— Associated Press

Researchers hope infrared image of Saturn and 
its rings will reveal new details about gas giant

aStroNomy

BY WILL DUNHAM

Time is a slippery thing, as 
profound thinkers such as physi-
cist Albert Einstein and, well, fic-
tional time traveler Dr. Who 
plainly understood.

The latter, in a 2007 episode of 
the British science-fiction TV se-
ries, accurately described time as 
“wibbly wobbly.”

Scientists made that point 
anew last week in a study that 
used observations of a ferocious 
class of black holes called quasars 
to demonstrate “time dilation” in 
the early universe, showing how 
time then passed only about a 
fifth as quickly as it does today. 
The observations stretch back to 
about 12.3 billion years ago, when 
the universe was roughly a tenth 
its present age.

Quasars — among the brightest 
objects in the universe — were 
used as a “clock” in the study to 
measure time in the deep past. 
Quasars are tremendously active, 
supermassive black holes mil-
lions to billions of times more 
massive than our sun, usually re-
siding at centers of galaxies. They 
devour matter drawn to them by 
their immense gravitational pull 
and unleash torrents of radiation 
including jets of high-energy par-
ticles, while a glowing disk of 
matter spins around them.

The researchers used observa-
tions involving the brightness of 
190 quasars across the universe 
dating to about 1.5 billion years 
after the Big Bang event that gave 
rise to the cosmos.

They compared the brightness 
of these quasars at various wave-
lengths to that of quasars existing 
today, finding that certain fluctu-
ations that occur in a particular 
amount of time today did so five 
times more slowly in the most 
ancient quasars.

Einstein, in his general theory 
of relativity, showed that time and 
space are intertwined and that 
the universe has been expanding 
outward in all directions since the 
Big Bang.

Astrophysicist Geraint Lewis 
of the University of Sydney in 
Australia, lead author of the study 
published in the journal Nature 
Astronomy, said this continual 
expansion explains how time 
flowed more slowly earlier in the 

universe’s history relative to to-
day.

It is not as if everything was in 
slow motion. If you could be 
transported back to that time, a 
second would still feel like a sec-
ond to you. But from the perspec-
tive of a person today, a second 
back then would unfold in five 
seconds now.

“In modern physics, time is a 
complicated thing,” Lewis said. 
“Dr. Who had it right, that time is 
best described as ‘wibbly-wobbly, 
timey-wimey stuff.’ This means 
that we don’t really understand 
time and its limitation, and some 
things are still not ruled out: time 
travel, warp drives, etc. The future 
could be very exciting, though 
maybe not.”

By looking at faraway objects, 
scientists peer back in time be-
cause of how long it takes for light 
to travel through space.

Scientists previously docu-
mented time dilation dating to 
roughly 7 billion years ago, based 
on observations of stellar explo-
sions called supernovas. Already 
knowing the time it takes for 
today’s supernovas to brighten 
and fade, they studied these ex-
plosions in the past — those at 
great distances from Earth — and 
found that these events unfolded 
more slowly then from our time 
perspective.

The explosion of individual 
stars cannot be seen beyond a 
certain distance away, limiting 
their use in studying the early 
universe. Quasars are so bright 
that they can be observed back to 
the universe’s infant stages.

“What is observed over time is 
the quasar brightness. This fluc-
tuates up and down, the result of 
lots of complicated physics in the 
disk of matter spinning around a 
black hole at almost light speed. 
This change in brightness is not 
simply a bright, fade, bright, fade. 
It looks more like the stock mar-
ket, with small scale jitters on 
longer-term changes, with some 
sharp fluctuations,” Lewis said.

“The statistical properties of 
the light variations contain a time 
scale — a typical time for the 
fluctuations to possess a particu-
lar statistical property. And it is 
this we use to set the ticking of 
each quasar,” Lewis added.

— Reuters

Study: Black holes show how time in the early 
universe didn’t pass as quickly as it does today

BY DANIEL WU

Vanilla looked hesitant to step 
outside. The moment she did, she 
stopped and stared upward, 
mouth open as if in awe, at the sky 
above her.

It was the first time the 28-
year-old chimpanzee had seen 
the sky without peering through 
metal bars.

A video of the chimp staring 
slack-jawed as she emerged into 
her new habitat for the first time 
went viral after it was shared last 
month by Save the Chimps, a Fort 
Pierce, Fla., sanctuary.

The clip captured the joyous 
conclusion to Vanilla’s long, tur-
bulent journey through several 
other homes — none of which 
allowed her an unobstructed 
view of the sky, Save the Chimps 
chief executive Ana Paula Tavares 
told The Washington Post. To 
Tavares, the response to Vanilla’s 
milestone was unsurprising. It 
underscored the similarities be-
tween chimpanzees and humans 
and the urgency of rescuing 
chimps like Vanilla from mis-
treatment, she said.

“We’re similar not just physi-
cally, but emotionally,” Tavares 
said. “So it has been, I think, 
really easy for people to recognize 
her joy and empathize with her 
story.”

Vanilla was born in a New York 
biomedical research lab in 1994, 
according to Save the Chimps. 
She was one of many chimpan-
zees raised in captivity in the 
United States for medical re-
search, a practice that was phased 
out by the National Institutes of 
Health in 2015.

Vanilla was housed in isolation 
in an enclosure seven feet tall and 
suspended like a birdcage, ac-
cording to Save the Chimps. She 
underwent numerous invasive 
procedures, including liver biop-
sies, Tavares said. Chimpanzees 
share over 98 percent of their 
DNA with humans, which made 
them valuable subjects for medi-
cal research — but also meant 
they felt the effects of an isolated 
upbringing just as keenly as peo-
ple would, Tavares said.

“These are all very social be-

ings like us,” Tavares said. “They 
live in large social groups and, 
like us, they learn from each 
other.”

Vanilla wouldn’t get that 
chance early in her life as she 
grew up in the New York lab. In 
the late 1990s, she was trans-
ferred with several other chim-
panzees to Wildlife WayStation, a 
sanctuary in California, accord-
ing to Save the Chimps.

But life there was only a slight 
reprieve. The facility was threat-
ened several times by wildfires, 
Tavares said, and though Vanilla 
was finally placed into a family 
with four other chimps, she still 
had only a small, bare enclosure 
to call home. If she had a view of 
the sky, it was through metal 
mesh, Tavares added.

“She lived in a small enclosure 
with no grass, [a] cement floor, a 
chain-link fence all around and 
above her,” Tavares said.

Wildlife WayStation closed in 
2019 because of financial difficul-
ties, kicking off a lengthy search 

to rehouse Vanilla and almost 500 
other animals staying there, ac-
cording to the California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife.

The agency, which cared for 
the animals in the interim, had 
particular difficulty finding new 
homes for the sanctuary’s 
42 chimpanzees because shelters 
struggled with the influx of other 
chimps released from medical 
research, according to a news 
release. It finished relocating 
Wildlife WayStation’s animals in 
December.

Vanilla was among the final 
seven chimpanzees to be re-
homed, according to Save the 
Chimps. After arriving at the non-
profit group’s Florida facility, she 
underwent a 60-day quarantine 
before being matched with other 
chimpanzees and integrated into 
a larger family — an often lengthy 
process, Tavares said, that in-
volves researchers carefully ob-
serving chimpanzees’ personal-
ities and interactions with others.

Despite her long journey to 

Florida, Vanilla adapted quickly, 
Tavares said.

“Vanilla’s personality is quite 
extraordinary,” she said. “She’s 
very friendly, very loyal to her 
family . . . but Vanilla’s also very 
curious and adventurous.”

That showed when Vanilla 
completed the integration into 
her larger family and was finally 
released into her home in June.

Now, Tavares has been able to 
watch Vanilla and the rest of her 
adopted family grow into their 
surroundings — a three-acre is-
land with swaths of bright green 
grass, trees and wooden struc-
tures to play on — and form 
friendships and bonds.

Tavares said that she hoped 
Vanilla’s viral moment would in-
spire more awareness about 
chimpanzee conservation.

“Vanilla, I think, has helped to 
remind people all over the world 
recently that we all, humans and 
chimpanzees, deserve freedom 
and nature and these very essen-
tial needs,” Tavares said.

At 28, this chimp finally sees open sky
A viral video captures the end of a long journey that began in a lab cage for a great ape named Vanilla

sAve the Chimps video imAge

Vanilla, right, looks up at the sky after being hugged by another chimpanzee. 
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In this infrared image taken by NASA’s Webb Space Telescope, 
Saturn appears dark because sunlight is absorbed by methane in 
the atmosphere. The icy rings remain bright, however.

BY DAN STILLMAN

The ocean waters surrounding 
the United Kingdom and much of 
Europe are baking in an unprec-
edented marine heat wave that 
scientists say is being intensified 
by human-caused climate 
change.

Scientists are astounded not 
only by how much the waters 
have warmed but also how early 
in the year the heat wave is 
occurring. The warm waters are a 
threat to marine life and could 
worsen heat waves over land this 
summer, they say.

Sea surface temperatures have 
run as high as 5 degrees Celsius 
(9 degrees Fahrenheit) above 
normal, the warmest in more 
than 170 years, and are more 
typical of August and September 
when the waters are usually 
warmest. The event registered as 
high as a Category 4 on the 
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s marine 
heat wave scale in June with 
localized areas reaching Category 
5, the two highest categories on 
the scale.

NOAA defines a marine heat 
wave as a period with persistent 
and unusually warm ocean tem-
peratures, “which can have sig-
nificant impacts on marine life as 
well as coastal communities and 
economies.” The agency de-
scribes Category 4 as “extreme” 
and Category 5 as “beyond ex-
treme.”

May 2023 was the warmest 
month of May since 1850 for the 
Atlantic Ocean around the U.K. 
and the warmest compared with 
the average for any month, the 
country’s Met Office reported. 
And that was before water tem-
peratures soared in early June, in 
part because of abundant sun-
shine and warm breezes from the 
southwest, Met Office meteorolo-
gist Aidan McGivern said in a 
video update last month.

The average sea surface tem-
perature near the U.K. and Ire-
land was closing in on 15 degrees 
Celsius (59 degrees Fahren-
heit) as of late June, which has 
only happened once before in 
June, tweeted Ben Noll, a meteor-
ologist at the National Institute 
of Water and Atmospheric Re-
search in New Zealand. Sea sur-
face temperatures in the North 
Atlantic and globally were the 
warmest on record for the month 
of June.

Record global ocean warmth
The North Atlantic heat wave 

is part of a rapid warming of 

ocean waters globally since 
March that has scientists con-
fused about the cause and con-
cerned about its impacts.

Global ocean surface tempera-
tures reached a record high in 
May for the second consecutive 
month, NOAA said in a report last 
month, and continued on a rec-
ord pace during June. The chance 
of seeing such warm sea surface 
temperatures is 1-in-256,000, 
said Brian McNoldy, a hurricane 
researcher at the University of 
Miami, adding “this is beyond 
extraordinary” in a recent tweet.

NOAA forecasters say the ma-
rine heat wave conditions in the 
North Atlantic have a 90 to 
100 percent chance to continue 
through August and a 70 to 
80 percent chance to last through 
the end of the year, although the 
intensity of the heat is predicted 
to decrease. Most of the world’s 
oceans have at least a 70 percent 
chance of marine heat wave con-
ditions continuing at least 
through the summer, NOAA pre-
dicts.

The unusually warm waters in 
the tropical Atlantic are already 
influencing the hurricane season, 
having helped Tropical Storm 
Bret form the farthest east of any 
storm on record so early in the 
season. Tropical Storm Cindy 
formed just a few days after Bret, 
marking the first time on record 
that two named storms formed in 
the tropical Atlantic Ocean east 
of the Caribbean Sea during June. 
Longer term effects of warming 
oceans could include higher sea 
levels, more intense storms with 

heavier rain and more frequent 
regional marine heat waves like 
the one surrounding Europe now.

Possible causes include 
cleaner air, climate change

What’s causing such extreme 
ocean warmth is debatable.

Some scientists have pointed 
to a reduction in air pollution 
from ships, which starting in 
2020 were required to use fuel 
containing less sulfur. Sulfur de-
grades air quality but also cools 
the Earth’s surface by reflecting 
sunlight back into space.

Other warming influences 
might include a weaker-than-
normal area of high pressure in 
the North Atlantic, weaker winds 
carrying less sun-blocking Saha-
ran dust into the Atlantic and a 
developing El Nino, which tends 
to warm ocean waters in certain 
areas. In addition to natural vari-
ation in weather and ocean pat-
terns, scientists say that human-
caused climate change has in-
creased the chances of heat waves 
both on land and in the oceans.

“Every spike in the variability 
between warmer and cooler 
events tends to be greater than 
the previous one,” Thomas Smith, 
a professor of environmental ge-
ography at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science, 
said in an email. “That underly-
ing trend is caused by fossil fuel 
greenhouse gas emissions.”

Potential harm to marine life
Experts say while the effects on 

marine life depend on how long 
the heat wave persists, they could 

be deadly because warming wa-
ters deplete the oxygen that ma-
rine animals need to survive.

“The temperatures are not yet 
lethal for most sensitive species, 
although they will be stressed,” 
Smith said. “However, if tempera-
tures remain at 4 to 5 degrees 
Celsius above normal through to 
September, we could witness a 
significant die-off in critical spe-
cies for the marine ecosystems 
that surround the U.K., such as 
kelp and sea grass, as well as 
oysters and various fish species 
that are important for regional 
economies.”

Potential weather impacts for 
the U.K. and elsewhere in Europe 
this summer and beyond range 
from heat waves to higher 
chances for heavy rain.

Smith said that because the 
U.K. and Ireland are surrounded 
by an unusually warm North 
Atlantic Ocean to the west and an 
equally warm North Sea to the 
east, “whichever way the winds 
blow, they will pass over warmer 
waters than we’ve ever experi-
enced in the observational record 
for this time of year.”

That could lead to “a more 
turbulent atmosphere, and the 
associated storms and heavy 
rainfall,” Smith said. “If the winds 
don’t blow and we sit under a 
high pressure system, the sur-
rounding heat has the potential 
to form a heat dome that might 
exacerbate summer heat waves.”

Heat domes are sprawling 
zones of high pressure that trap 
heat and can lead to extreme and 
extended heat waves.

Heat wave broils ocean surrounding U.K., Europe
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A fishing boat near the coastal town of Tynemouth in North East England.
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An artist’s rendering of a quasar — a tremendously active and 
supermassive black hole that is millions to billions of times more 
massive than our sun — at the center of a galaxy.
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1.3
billion

The number of people worldwide with 
diabetes is projected to more than double in 
the next three decades, reaching 1.3 billion by 
2050, according to research published in the 
Lancet. The researchers found that 
529 million people had diabetes in 2021 and 
that the climb in diabetes numbers would 
increase the prevalence of the disease from 
6 percent of the world’s population to nearly 

10 percent by 2050. The study’s findings are based on the analysis of 
data from more than 27,000 sources in 204 countries and territories. 
According to data from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, more than 37 million people in the United States have 
diabetes. Diabetes is a chronic disease that develops when a person’s 
blood sugar (glucose) level is too high. Ideally, the body converts most 
of the food you eat into glucose and releases it into your bloodstream, 
and your pancreas releases insulin, a hormone, to help get the glucose 
into your cells for energy. For people who have diabetes, however, the 
body may make little or no insulin (Type 1 diabetes) or may not make 
or use insulin properly (Type 2), leaving too much glucose in the 
bloodstream. Over time, this can lead to serious health problems, 
including heart disease, stroke, kidney disease, nerve damage and 
vision loss. The researchers found that about 96 percent of people 
worldwide who had diabetes in 2021 had Type 2, noting that the 
increasing prevalence of Type 2 diabetes worldwide is “primarily due 
to a rise in obesity.” They wrote that “the continued global spread of 
diabetes presents a massive public health challenge” for 
policymakers, health-care professionals and patients.

— Linda Searing

big numbeR

BY STEPHANIE CLARKE

K
ombucha has a long 
history, reportedly dat-
ing back to ancient 
China in 200 B.C., but 
the first commercially 

available kombucha didn’t hit 
store shelves in North America 
until 1995. Since then, people 
have been seriously buzzing 
about this tart, fizzy tea beverage.

The global kombucha market 
was $2.33 billion in 2022, and it’s 
projected to reach $5.8 billion by 
2027, according to a report pub-
lished by the Business Research 
Company.

Why is it so popular? Kombu-
cha is touted by proponents as 
having a wide variety of benefits 
such as supporting gut health, 
boosting immunity and energy, 
reducing cravings and inflamma-
tion, and generally promoting 
overall health. Ardent fans say 
kombucha can help treat health 
conditions such as diabetes, high 
blood pressure and cancer. Kom-
bucha has even been referred to 
as the “elixir of life.”

But do these claims hold up? 
And is kombucha healthy for 
everyone? Here’s what you need 
to know about this effervescent 
beverage.

What is kombucha?
Kombucha is a fermented tea 

drink, usually made from black or 
green tea, sugar, fruit juice and a 
combination of live cultures 
called a SCOBY (symbiotic cul-
ture of bacteria and yeast). The 
process of making it is similar in a 
way to making sourdough bread 
— you can even use a SCOBY to 
make sourdough starter.

“The first step to make kombu-
cha is to steep the tea in boiled 
water, then add sugar or juice so 
there is something for the mi-
crobes to ferment,” says Chris 
Curtin, an associate professor of 
fermentation microbiology at Or-
egon State University. The SCOBY 
(usually obtained from the previ-
ous batch of brew) is then added, 
along with some of the liquid 
from another batch, and it’s left 
to ferment for one to three weeks 
before being bottled and refriger-
ated. The end result: a mildly 
vinegary, slightly sweet, bubbly 
beverage.

According to the trade group 
Kombucha Brewers Internation-
al, kombucha is also sometimes 
referred to as “mushroom tea” 
because of how the SCOBY floats 
around in the brew, looking like a 
mushroom cap.

The drink’s benefits
Boosting probiotic intake is 

why many people drink kombu-
cha, and these compounds are 
often credited for the drink’s 
purported benefits.

Like other fermented foods — 
such as yogurt, kefir and kimchi 
— kombucha contains these good 
bacteria. “There’s general agree-

ment that people should be eat-
ing more fermented foods be-
cause probiotics may help main-
tain the body’s microbiome, the 
collection of healthy bacteria that 
lives in our bodies and are impor-
tant to health,” says Amy Keating, 
a Consumer Reports nutritionist.

The benefits of probiotics 
might not be as clear or as vast as 
some of the claims suggest, how-
ever. Probiotics are thought to 
play a role in digestive health and 
immunity, but more research is 
needed. “While specific strains of 
probiotics have been shown to 
help very specific health-related 
conditions such as irritable bowel 
syndrome or traveler’s diarrhea, 
it’s not clear what benefits you 
would achieve from kombuchas, 
given the variability in how they 
are formulated and the limited 
research,” Keating says.

Some of the commercial kom-
buchas are made with strains 
that have shown some benefit in 
studies, but those studies weren’t 
done with kombucha as the deliv-
ery method, Curtin says.

Several kombucha brands list 
the amount of probiotics, and 
sometimes even the type of bacte-
ria, on the label. Probiotics are 
measured in CFU, or colony-
forming units, which are the 
number of viable cells a product 
contains. It may look impressive 
to see 1 billion or more CFUs on a 
bottle, but there’s no standard 
testing to verify how many probi-
otics make it into the brew — and 
it’s not always clear how many 
CFUs you’d need for any potential 
benefits.

If the bacteria are to be helpful, 
they have to be alive. The CFU is 
usually what the count is at the 
time of bottling. But bacteria die 
over time, so you don’t know 
what you’ll be getting by the time 
you drink it.

Curtin’s lab recently measured 
how many live bacteria there 
were in different store-bought 
kombuchas. “We found that the 
probiotic counts were all lower 
than those reported on the bot-
tle,” he says. “However, we don’t 
know how long it had been since 
the products were bottled.” He 
suggests drinking kombucha 
shortly after purchase and keep-
ing it refrigerated to maximize 
probiotic shelf life.

Another thing to note is that 
while authentic kombucha is raw 
and not pasteurized, some 
brands do pasteurize to ensure 

that there is little risk for harmful 
bacterial growth or to extend 
shelf life. Pasteurization, howev-
er, destroys the live probiotics. 
Some producers, especially those 
that list specific strains on the 
labels, may add probiotics after 
pasteurization, Curtin says.

A source of antioxidants
Another boon for kombucha is 

that it contains the same benefi-
cial compounds as the tea it’s 
made from. These include cate-
chins, polyphenols and flavonols, 
which act as powerful antioxi-
dants to help prevent cell damage 
in the body. While commercial 
kombuchas can contain good 
amounts of antioxidants, one 
study from researchers at Asbury 
University in Kentucky found 
that homemade brews had an 
average of twice the total antioxi-
dants of store-bought kombu-
chas.

Additionally, the fermentation 
of kombucha produces biologi-
cally active acids, including ace-
tic and glucuronic acids, which 
may contribute to kombucha’s 
purported benefits. Studies have 
shown that these acids may also 
have some antibacterial activity, 
meaning they prevent harmful 
bacteria from developing in the 
drink itself.

Sugar woes
Kombucha can’t be made with-

out some form of sugar for the 
yeast and bacteria to feed on 
during fermentation. But the lon-
ger the fermentation period, the 
more sugar the bacteria consume 
and the less that’s in the final 
drink.

Unsweetened kombucha can 
taste sour, so most producers do 
add juice, more sugar or 
 no-calorie sweeteners.

In general, kombucha is lower 
in calories and added sugars than 
sweetened iced teas, lemonades 
and sodas. Some, though, can still 
contain a fair amount of both.

Other kombuchas have no or 
low added sugars, but they do 
contain alternative sweeteners, 
such as monk fruit. So if you 
prefer to avoid these, check the 
ingredients lists as well as the 
added sugar content on labels.

What is hard kombucha?
Because of the fermentation 

process, all kombucha can con-
tain alcohol, but it can’t be sold as 
a soft drink if it exceeds 0.5 per-
cent alcohol by volume (ABV).

Hard kombuchas, a growing 
category, undergo additional fer-
mentation cycles to intentionally 
increase the alcohol content. 
Most have less than beer (which 
averages about 5 percent ABV), 
ranging from 3 to 8 percent ABV. 
The ABV will be clearly marked 
on the can or bottle.

Potential risks
Brewing your own kombucha 

can be safe, but if you don’t 

carefully follow sanitary practic-
es, mold or bad bacteria that can 
make you sick can grow in your 
drink. Be sure your hands and 
work surfaces are clean and ster-
ilize containers. Also, use food-
grade containers to make kombu-
cha. For instance, it’s best to brew 
in glass or stainless steel vs. 
ceramic or clay containers, which 
may lead to lead poisoning under 
certain conditions.

Mildly unpleasant but not dan-
gerous side effects from drinking 
kombucha have been reported, 
including upset stomach, bloat-
ing and gas. Start slow. “The 
recommended dose of kombucha 
is one-half cup per day, but most 
commercial kombucha is sold in 
much larger quantities, and it is 
not common public knowledge 
that this beverage is intended to 
be consumed in small amounts,” 
according to Michigan State Uni-
versity Extension.

Because of its acidic nature, 
drinking too much kombucha on 
a regular basis can deteriorate 
tooth enamel, which can lead to 
more cavities and teeth sensitivi-
ty. Dentists recommend drinking 
water after kombucha to rinse 
away the acidity. Just don’t brush 
your teeth right away, because 
they’re more prone to enamel 
damage right after drinking 
something acidic.

Some people may also need to 
avoid kombucha or control how 
much they drink because of the 
sugar content. And because kom-
bucha contains live organisms 
and some brands are unpasteur-
ized, people with compromised 
immune systems and those who 
are pregnant should check with 
their doctor before consuming it. 
Parents should check with their 
children’s doctor before giving it 
to their kids.
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The nutritional facts about kombucha

Several kombucha 
brands list the amount 

of probiotics, and 
sometimes even the type 
of bacteria, on the label.
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aegypti — which love living 
around humans — can find more 
places to live and more people to 
feed on. The species has made 
gains in Southern California, for 
example, infuriating the region’s 
residents.

In some regions, there may be 
winners and losers of the mos-
quito migration. many mosquito-
borne diseases have an upper 
limit for easy transmission — if it 
gets too hot, diseases like dengue 
won’t be as prevalent in broiling 
tropical regions and will instead 
continue to shift toward the 
poles.

But ryan says this shouldn’t 
offer much comfort.

“Temperatures that are too hot 
for dengue transmission are go-
ing to be no fun for anyone to live 
in,” she said.

carry diseases like dengue and 
chikungunya. But the A. aegypti 
thrives at higher temperatures 
than the A. albopictus. As differ-
ent parts of the world warm at 
different rates, some mosquito-
borne diseases will thrive while 
others will be put under stress.

According to a study published 
in 2019, both species are expect-
ed to spread northward in the 
United States over the next 
30 years. By 2050, the A. aegypti 
could increase its range in the 
mid-Atlantic and the midwest; 
the A. albopictus could make it as 
far north as michigan and min-
nesota.

There are other factors that 
are also changing the patterns of 
disease transmission. As urban 
areas expand and populations 
increase, mosquitoes like the A. 

temperatures rise. According to a 
report from the research and 
communications nonprofit 
group Climate Central, between 
1979 and 2022, many areas of the 
country saw an increase in days 
when temperature and humidity 
were a kind of “Goldilocks zone” 
for mosquitoes.

“We’re definitely seeing this 
prolonging of seasons” for mos-
quitoes, ryan explained.

Different mosquitoes thrive 
under different temperatures. 
The Anopheles mosquito carries 
malaria; the Aedes aegypti and 
the Aedes albopictus mosquitoes 

excruciating and sometimes 
deadly diseases will spread as 
temperatures warm. Like all in-
sects, mosquitoes are coldblood-
ed and rely on ambient tempera-
tures to sustain their body tem-
peratures. They thrive, particu-
larly, on temperatures between 
50 and 95 degrees fahrenheit — 
and, unlike most humans, who 
wilt under high humidity, mos-
quitoes love damp air.

In the United States, many 
regions are already seeing an 
increase in “mosquito days” as 
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Warming weather may exact 
deadlier toll from mosquitoes

“We didn’t go into surgery 
knowing this was a grill bristle,” 
Gonenne said. Trezona, who said 
he had never heard that grill 
brushes could pose a hazard, was 
determined to find out if it was the 
culprit in his case. Using one fin-
ger he easily popped a wire off his 
brush.

On Sept. 13 the surgeon who 
removed Trezona’s gallbladder 
also managed to extract a small 
portion of abdominal tissue con-
taining the two centimeter long 
wire.

A few days after his operation 
Trezona took the wire he had de-
tached to the pathology lab for 
comparison with the one re-
trieved from his stomach. Under 
the microscope it was an exact 
match down to the carbon pat-
tern, which was determined to be 
burned barbecue sauce.

“It was just incredible,” said 
Trezona, who had already tossed 
his grill brush.

Trezona, who has fully recov-
ered, said that his two-month or-
deal stirred memories of some of 
his oncology patients. And it led 
him to appreciate in a way he 
hadn’t previously how severe un-
diagnosed pain made him feel 
alone, frightened and desperate, 
despite his long experience as a 
surgeon.

“I remember thinking ‘I’m dy-
ing from this thing, and no one 
can figure out what it is,’” he said. 
Gonenne’s steadfast support and 
help, he added, were invaluable.

for Gonenne, Trezona’s case re-
inforced the importance of re-
viewing images from scans and 
other primary data himself, not 
just accepting the conclusions of 
other doctors. “It’s so important 
when cases aren’t straightfor-
ward,” he noted.

“Tom is phenomenal at that,” 
Gonenne added. “He’s very detail 
oriented.”

In Gonenne’s view, Trezona’s 
determination drove the search 
for an answer. “This is not some-
thing at the forefront of a work-up 
for abdominal pain and weight 
loss,” the gastroenterologist ob-
served. “I might ask about aspirin 
use and medication, but not ‘Have 
you been grilling?’”

But, he added, “It’s a case I’ll not 
forget.”

submit your solved medical mystery 
to sandra.boodman@washpost.com. 
no unsolved cases, please. Read 
previous mysteries at wapo.st/
medicalmysteries.

dence, r.I., hospital over a 15-
month period; all were linked to 
the consumption of grilled meat. 
Two patients required emergency 
abdominal surgery.

In 2014 doctors reported the 
case of a man who died of perito-
nitis caused by a grill brush wire 
discovered during an autopsy.

A 2016 study estimated that 
between 2002 and 2014 1,700 
American children and adults 
sought treatment in an Er for 
such injuries; 1 in 4 required hos-
pitalization. Two years later Con-
sumer reports warned about the 
potential danger wire brushes 
pose; the Consumer Product Safe-
ty Commission recommends the 
use of nylon brushes or balled up 
aluminum foil to clean grills.

Gonenne suspected that Trezo-
na unknowingly swallowed a wire 
stuck to his steak that traveled 
down his esophagus and into his 
stomach where it caused painful 
spasms before it migrated 
through the thick wall of the stom-
ach. The resulting rapid weight 
loss probably led to a gallstone.

the usual treatment.
“I’ve cared for it hundreds of 

times,” Trezona said. His age cou-
pled with rapid weight loss — 
about 21 pounds in less than two 
months — made him a prime can-
didate. Trezona put himself on a 
zero fat diet to prevent a recur-
rence and made an appointment 
to see a surgeon.

By then Gonenne felt increas-
ingly certain about what had 
caused the baffling cascade of 
events.

an exact match
Some years earlier Gonenne 

had treated a patient who suffered 
a microscopic perforation of the 
esophagus after unknowingly 
swallowing a wire bristle from a 
metal brush used to clean the 
grates of a barbecue grill. The wire 
had broken off and stuck to food 
where it went undetected.

Such injuries are believed to be 
uncommon but underrecognized. 
In 2012 the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention reported 
six cases treated at one Provi-

discovery — and a cause — no one 
suspected.

a peculiar discovery
In late August, a week before 

his mrI, Trezona suddenly felt 
“much, much better. The pain, 
bloating and nausea just stopped, 
and I was eating again,” he re-
called. Trezona was inclined to 
cancel the test, but Gonenne per-
suaded him to keep the appoint-
ment.

Immediately after the pro-
cedure Gonenne called Trezona to 
say that while nothing was found 
to explain his pain, the radiologist 
had spotted something peculiar: 
an unidentified metal “artifact” in 
Trezona’s left upper abdomen. 
Had he undergone an abdominal 
procedure that used a magnetic 
metal clip?

He had not, Trezona replied, 
but in 2020 he had undergone a 
prostate procedure that uses 
wires. Perhaps a wire had migrat-
ed through the prostate to his 
abdomen. The possibility seemed 
far-fetched but not impossible.

Trezona called the radiologist 
and arranged to come in the next 
morning to compare the CT and 
mrI scans. They determined that 
the metal abnormality had been 
visible on the CT but was inter-
preted as a normal calcification 
on the wall of an artery, which it 
resembled. The prostate explana-
tion was quickly ruled out after 
Trezona learned that the pro-
cedure involves nonmagnetic 
stainless steel wires. The wire in 
Trezona’s gut was magnetic.

That left two unresolved ques-
tions: Where did the wire come 
from and how did it get there?

“I wonder if it’s moving?” the 
radiologist mused and offered to 
perform a limited scan. Trezona 
hopped onto the exam table. The 
new test revealed that the wire 
had moved a few centimeters; a 
small, calcified gallstone in Trezo-
na’s gallbladder that had not been 
seen previously was also visible.

“Now we were really stumped,” 
recalled Trezona, who had no his-
tory of gallbladder problems.

The next night a few hours after 
dinner, Trezona developed severe 
abdominal pain, nausea and non-
stop vomiting that lasted nearly 
two hours.

This time Trezona knew exactly 
what was wrong. His gallbladder 
was inflamed. Acute cholecystitis, 
inflammation of the gallbladder, 
is often caused by gallstones. Sur-
gery to remove the gallbladder is 

The following week he saw his 
primary care doctor who dis-
counted the elevated eosinophil 
count and handed Trezona infor-
mation about a grain-free diet.

Trezona said he immediately 
thought — but did not say — that 
the notion that his problem was 
food related was “the stupidest 
thing I’ve ever heard in my life.” 
He contacted Gonenne, who 
called in a prescription for an 
antispasmodic drug that slows 
gut contractions and an opioid 
painkiller. Neither helped much.

Trezona was deeply worried 
that his pain, bloating and nausea 
were intensifying; in less than a 
month he had lost more than 
15 pounds. When he examined his 
abdomen, he couldn’t feel any-
thing suspicious; a colonoscopy 
performed six months earlier was 
normal.

On Aug. 2 Trezona underwent 
the CT scan and reviewed the 
images with the radiologist. “I was 
pretty happy,” he said of the nor-
mal result. But he did not feel 
entirely relieved as he thought of 
patients with normal scans whose 
cancers had been discovered later 
during surgery.

He turned his attention to an-
other cause that seemed increas-
ingly possible: eosinophilic gas-
troenteritis, a rare chronic diges-
tive disease caused by the accu-
mulation of eosinophils in the GI 
tract that can trigger malabsorp-
tion, pain and bowel obstruction. 
“I sure as hell didn’t want that,” 
Trezona recalled.

Gonenne scheduled an endos-
copy to inspect the upper GI tract 
and take biopsy samples. That was 
another dead end. The exam and 
biopsies were normal, which 
ruled out eosinophilic gastroen-
teritis. “I was partly relieved but 
left scratching my head as to what 
was going on,” Gonenne recalled.

Trezona felt unmoored. His 
pain was getting worse, and he 
was continuing to lose weight, but 
nobody could find anything. He 
worried his doctors might think 
he was “a bit crazy.”

Gonenne called contacts at the 
mayo Clinic where he trained for 
suggestions about what to do 
next. They recommended CT en-
terography, an imaging study that 
inspects the small intestine.

Because Trezona had already 
undergone a CT scan, Gonenne 
decided to order an mrI enterog-
raphy, which he thought might 
provide better visualization.

It was a decision that led to a 

His initial suspicion — that he 
had contracted an infectious dis-
ease caused by a parasite — was 
quickly ruled out. Trezona and his 
wife, Amy, had drunk filtered wa-
ter on the trip; she was fine. And 
he didn’t have diarrhea, a hall-
mark of such infections.

The next possibility was far 
more ominous. Trezona had treat-
ed many patients with gastroin-
testinal malignancies and had 
watched his own mother die of 
pancreatic cancer a few months 
after her diagnosis at age 74. In a 
previously healthy 71-year-old 
male, Trezona observed, persis-
tent abdominal pain and unex-
plained weight loss was cancer 
until proved otherwise. He need-
ed a CT scan ASAP but couldn’t get 
an appointment with his internist 
until Aug. 2.

Increasingly worried, he sent a 
text to his friend and gastroenter-
ologist Jonathan Gonenne, who 
was on vacation in New England.

During a phone call the next 
day they discussed Trezona’s 
symptoms. The gastroenterolo-
gist called his office to order a 
scan, which was scheduled for 
early August.

Gonenne remembers feeling 
concerned. “This is not a guy who 
complains or exaggerates,” he 
said.

A week before his test, Trezona 
was struck by spasms of pain so 
severe they left him writhing on 
the bathroom floor. Weak, bloated 
and nauseated but unable to vom-
it, he was taken to a nearby emer-
gency room by his wife. maybe, he 
hoped, he could get that scan 
sooner.

Trezona saw a nurse and a phy-
sician assistant who drew blood 
and ordered lab tests. After more 
than four hours in the waiting 
room, Trezona still hadn’t seen a 
doctor when his phone pinged 
with his results. All were normal 
except one. His eosinophil count, 
a type of disease-fighting white 
blood cell, was elevated. That 
could indicate an allergy, a para-
sitic infection or cancer.

After learning he might need to 
wait another four or five hours 
before seeing a doctor, Trezona 
decided to head home. “I thought 
‘I’m not going to die in the next 24 
hours,’” he said. He had no fever, 
his pain was receding, and his 
total white blood cell count was 
normal, which ruled out a major 
infection or perforated bowel.

meDiCal mysteRy frOm e1

His determination drove search for the cause of his illness

CouRTesy of THoMas P. TRezona

“i remember thinking ‘i’m dying from this thing, and no one can 
figure out what it is,’” thomas P. trezona said.

sleep, but because that can’t 
always happen, turn on the 
“night shift” setting on your 
iPhone or “blue light filter” on an 
Android phone to adjust the color 
of your screen in the evenings.

“These features do not 
completely reduce the blue 
wavelengths,” Zielinska-
Dabkowska cautioned, but they 
“mitigate some of the impact of 
such devices.”

sleep in darkness
Experts recommend a room 

being no brighter than 1 lux 
during sleep — the equivalent of a 
candle a little over three feet from 
the eye. If you get a lot of light 
pollution from outside your 
house, experiment with a sleep 
mask or blackout curtains.

What i want my patients to 
know

Taking small doses of 
melatonin is generally safe in the 
short term, but a disturbingly 
high percentage of melatonin 
supplements don’t contain what’s 
on the label. Before trying a pill, 
talk to your doctor about 
cognitive behavioral therapy if 
you have insomnia — it’s our 
first-line recommendation 
because it can address the 
underlying cause of your inability 
to sleep as opposed to medicines 
that target symptoms.

Meet the doctor: Trisha s. Pasricha is 
a physician at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, an instructor in 
medicine at Harvard Medical school 
and a medical journalist.

accept the sleepiness produced 
by melatonin and encourage 
siestas. Other cultures face it 
with tea, coffee or the Bostonian 
urge to descend upon the nearest 
Dunkin’ at 3 p.m.

Sunlight, however, can stop 
melatonin from telling you to 
snooze. A study among college 
students showed that exposure to 
even artificial blue light in the 
early afternoon not only 
improved post-lunch sleepiness 
but also boosted memory.

Rethink your home lighting
move your desk to a space that 

gets the most natural light during 
the day.

Dim all lights at least three 
hours before bedtime.

The lighting should be 
subdued and depleted of blues. 
On July 31, the United States will 
stop producing incandescent 
bulbs (known for their warmer 
sunset-like spectrum), so unless 
you hoard them, swap out your 
fluorescent lights for amber LED 
bulbs, or better yet, smart bulbs. 
These can be programmed to be 
bluer during the day and redder 
in the evening (aim for 2,700 
Kelvin or below).

“Also the placement of light 
sources is important,” Zielinska-
Dabkowska said. Avoid overhead 
lighting, and place lamps low to 
the ground or on tables, with 
shades to avoid looking directly 
into the source, she 
recommended.

Change your phone’s settings
Avoid screen time before you 

blue is significant because cells in 
the retina that perceive light 
evolved first among dwellers of 
oceans, where the blue 
wavelengths penetrate the 
water’s surface more easily.

Blue light and circadian 
rhythms

The human eye evolved 
according to these natural light 
conditions, but electric lighting 
— incandescent bulbs were 
patented by Thomas Edison in 
1880 — disrupted our circadian 
cycles. modern societies began to 
stay up later, work longer hours 
indoors and sleep in one 
continuous overnight stretch 
instead of two shifts, known as 
biphasic sleep (that was once a 
thing).

We are now exposed 
incessantly to blue light in the 
evening, from the fluorescent 
lights of our homes and offices, 
the streetlights and headlights 
that guide our way through rush 
hour, and the screens and 
smartphones we stare at as we lie 
in bed.

It’s taken a toll on our slumber.
A study of nearly 20,000 

American adults found that those 
who live in areas with more 
outdoor nighttime lights — such 
as streetlights — had a delayed 
bedtime, shorter sleep duration 

Q: I have trouble 
sleeping. I spend 
my day in an indoor 
office and often 
come home when 
it’s already dark. 
Would getting out 

more help me sleep?
a: Being outdoors for at least 

some parts of the day can help 
you sleep better. Get sunlight 
early, walk outside in the 
afternoon, reduce blue light at 
least three hours before bedtime 
and go to bed in darkness to 
improve your sleep.

Light affects melatonin, a 
hormone that helps regulate 
sleep. It does so even in some 
blind people with no conscious 
perception of light.

researchers soon discovered 
why: Our retinas contain 
specialized cells that are uniquely 
sensitive to light of wavelengths 
around 460 nanometers, or blue 
light.

As day breaks, blue light from 
the rising sun triggers those 
retinal cells to signal our brains 
to halt the production of 
melatonin. Later, as our 
environment becomes darker 
and blue light is replaced by the 
warm hues of the setting sun, 
melatonin ramps up again, 
allowing us to sleep.

Scientists hypothesize that 

Will getting out in the sun 
help me to sleep better?
Ask A 
Doctor
Trisha 
Pasricha

win back some control of our 
circadian rhythms.

Get morning light
“Exposure to daylight in the 

morning will have a positive 
impact on your quality of sleep at 
night,” Zielinska-Dabkowska 
said.

Your circadian rhythm is 
highly sensitive to light in the 
first hour after waking. Get some 
blue-rich sunlight early in your 
day, she advised, ideally without 
wearing sunglasses or contact 
lenses to best activate your 
biological clock.

trade afternoon latte for a 
walk outdoors

The body produces melatonin 
again after lunch. Some cultures 

and increased daytime 
sleepiness.

Skyscraper construction in 
cities has created “urban 
canyons” that rob us of natural 
light — with a major effect on our 
health, said Karolina Zielinska-
Dabkowska, a lighting designer 
and assistant professor in 
architecture at Gdansk 
University of Technology in 
Poland.

Besides disrupting sleep, 
artificial light exposure at night is 
linked to breast and colorectal 
cancer, Zielinska-Dabkowska 
said in an email interview. “It’s 
also a risk factor for 
cardiovascular disease, Type 2 
diabetes, hypertension, obesity 
and depression,” she said.

There are a few ways we can 

CHelsea ConRad/THe WasHInGTon PosT; Pexels
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a miami-Dade County mosquito control inspector sprays a 
pesticide to kill the insects in miami last month.
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Climate change vs.
depression

Summer SAD may become
more prominent and pervasive
in a warming world, researchers
say.

rohan said that in the past,
she never got any news media
calls about summer depression.
Now, there is a lot more interest.

“I will make a prediction that
summer SAD certainly has
increasing importance
considering global warming,
raising concerns regarding
increased exposure to the
assumed triggers heat and
humidity,” rohan said. “I
strongly suspect that we’re going
to see more cases of this popping
up.”

Already, climate change is
disrupting mental health.

Heat waves, which are
exacerbated by climate change,
have been linked to worse
mental health outcomes. Higher

fahrenheit, negative emotions
and fatigue increased while
positive emotions decreased.

Why some people are more
vulnerable to summer
depression is “the million-dollar
question,” rohan said.

These environmental
stressors challenge our interior
environment, rosenthal said.
“We have these homeostatic or
self-adjusting mechanisms,” he
said. “But clearly in some
people, they don’t work as well
as in other people.”

Some of the key
neurotransmitters involved in
regulating our body
temperature, such as serotonin,
dopamine and norepinephrine,
also regulate our mood, rohan
said. “So maybe it’s a shared
vulnerability to a mood
disorder and an issue with the
ability to thermal regularly in
response to heat and humidity,”
she said.

words in social media posts.
Pollen counts are higher in

the spring and summer and
may also contribute to summer
depression. one 2019 study of
1,306 old order Amish found
that high pollen days
corresponded with worse
moods in those who generally
had worse moods in the
summer. Allergies elicit an
immune response and
inflammatory processes that
may contribute to depression;
studies have found evidence
that having allergies are
associated with higher odds of
depression.

Hot, sticky weather and the
threat of pollen-induced
allergies are probably
unpleasant to everyone. one
study surveying 1.9 million
Americans found that higher
temperatures eroded mental
well-being; as temperatures
crept above 70 degrees

believed to be the causes of
summer depression.

In one of the original studies,
rosenthal and his colleagues
surveyed people asking what
they attributed their summer
sadness to.

“They say constant heat, or I
can’t stand the light,” rosenthal
said. “I’ve had people say that
the light kind of cuts through
me like a knife, I can’t stand it.
And bright light actually can
predispose to mania.”

These different factors may
account for the mixed
symptoms people with summer
depression feel; the heat and
humidity are unpleasant, while
the light of the summer sun
may be activating in a negative
way.

Higher temperatures have
also been linked with higher
rates of suicide in the United
States and mexico, as well as an
increased use of depressive

well+being

slushies and smart
decisions

menthol’s effects don’t last,
though, usually wearing off
within about 15 minutes, Best
said. At that point, you’ll need
to chug more chilled mint tea
or rinse your mouth with the
travel-sized mouthwash you’ve
discretely secreted in your
shorts.

You could also start out
cooler by having a slushie
before heading out the door,
roriz said. Slushies, which
combine crushed ice and water,
lower your body’s core
temperature by “absorbing a
considerable amount of
internal heat,” roriz said.

But their benefits are slight.
In a 2015 study, male runners
were slower during a 5K race in
a hot lab when they consumed
a slushie than when they
rinsed their mouths with
menthol. Slushies also aren’t
portable — an icy slushie soon
becomes a tepid puddle in the
heat.

fundamentally, both slushies
and menthol are short-term
fixes to the rigors of hot
exercise, Barwood said. They
make you feel better. They do
not make the environment less
sizzling. So be cautious and
smart, he said. Hydrate. Slow
down if you feel tired.
Acclimate with long, hot baths
to prepare your body. Exercise
in the morning or evening
when temperatures are lowest
and reroute your usual runs or
rides so there’s plenty of shade.

Above all, “know your
limits,” Barwood said. If you
begin to feel ill, achy, crampy
or nauseated, which can be
symptoms of heat illness, stop,
find shade, hydrate and seek
medical attention if you
continue to feel unwell.

Do you have a fitness question?
email yourMove@washpost.com
and we may answer your question
in a future column.

Porto in Portugal and team
nutritionist for the fC Porto
professional soccer club, who
has studied menthol and sports
performance.

Because our mouths are full of
the specialized cold receptors,
we don’t need to swallow
menthol to start feeling cooler,
she said. “rinsing seems to be
enough to ensure the menthol
cooling mechanisms” kick in,
she said. In other words, you can
swish a capful of menthol
mouthwash or strong, chilled
peppermint tea around in your
mouth for a minute or so,
expectorate and feel cooler while
you run, ride or take on all
comers in pickleball.

“mentholated,” or menthol in the
ingredient list.

As for how to cool yourself
with menthol, you could fill your
water bottle with “cooled
peppermint tea” said russell
Best, an exercise scientist at
Waikato Institute of Technology
in New Zealand, who’s studied
exercise in hot conditions.
Peppermint is rich in menthol
and also “affordable and
accessible,” he said.

You could also melt a few
Hall’s extra-strong cough drops
in warm water, ice the mixture
and either drink or just swish
and spit the resulting beverage,
said maria roriz, a nutrition
researcher at the University of

athletes who weren’t using
menthol, while a 2020 review of
research co-written by Barwood
concluded that menthol “reliably
improves thermal sensation.”

“menthol definitely helps
athletes feel cooler and more
comfortable,” Barwood said.

menthol also is easy to come
by. Do you remember your
parents smearing Vicks
Vaporub on your chest when
you developed a cold as a kid?
one of its key active ingredients
is menthol. The same is true for
peppermint tea, many brands of
mouthwash, Hall’s mentholated
cough drops, and some new
sports drinks and sports goo’s.
Look for the word

the cold-related versions of these
receptors, which then alert our
brains that the world may not be
as hot as our brains had been
thinking, and we should start
feeling cooler.

Athletes “increasingly are
using” menthol, in various
forms, to keep their cool during
hot-weather training and
competitions, said martin
Barwood, a professor of applied
physiology at Leeds University,
who studies exercise and heat.

In studies, athletes who drank
or even rinsed their mouths with
a beverage containing menthol
while racing in overheated labs
finished faster and reported
feeling much less hot than

Summer’s heat is
sizzling right now
in much of the
United States,
making outdoor
exercise difficult
and draining.

for many of us,
the safest, easiest
response is to
move our

workouts indoors, into air-
conditioned gyms or living
rooms. But if inside isn’t an
option and you’ll be exerting
yourself in the July heat, you can
try these science-based tips for
cooling your body.

Some of these techniques
lower your temperature. others
make you feel as if you’re cooler,
without actually changing how
hot you actually are. None last
long, or take the place of
common-sense strategies for
avoiding overheating, such as
exercising early or late in the
day, or strategically acclimating
to high temperatures.

But if you plan to work out in
the heat or have a summertime
race or match coming up, the
right mix of these cooling
strategies at the right times
could keep you feeling fresher
and faster for longer.

The menthol method
one of the most surprising

ways to make yourself feel cooler
is menthol. A natural chemical
found in peppermint oil or
synthesized commercially in
labs, menthol substantially
reduces how hot we feel, studies
show, by activating specialized
receptors found in our skin cells
and in the mucus membranes in
our mouths.

These receptors are designed
to pick up subtle changes in the
temperature of the outside
world and send messages to our
brains telling it whether we
should be feeling hotter or
colder.

In ways that aren’t fully
understood, menthol turns on

Cough drops and mouthwash: Tips to stay cool during summer workouts

Your Move
GRetchen
Reynolds
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temperatures are linked with
more mental health emergency
room visits, suicides and poor
self-reported mental health.

How to cope with summer
sad

If you feel especially down in
the summer, it is important to
acknowledge those feelings and
seek medical help.

“People really need to be
aware that suicidal feelings are
more common,” rosenthal said.
“And then they should really go
get help if that’s happening.”

Cooling off may help, though
there have not yet been clinical
trials testing this method.
rosenthal and his colleagues
recommended patients with
summer depression take cold
showers and stay in air-
conditioned places. This
intuitive intervention seemed to
work and alleviated his patients’
symptoms.

These effects, though, only
lasted as long as the patients
stayed cool; once his patients
returned outside to the summer
heat, the effect seemed to
evaporate.

With winter SAD, clinical
trials have found light therapy to
be effective with relatively few
side effects. Its effects are
persistent, too.

“The effects of light seem to
have an enduring carry-over
effect” of several days, rosenthal
said. The cooling treatment for
summer depression, however,
“didn’t seem to have the same
inertia or persistence that we see
with the light therapy and
winter depression.”

Summer depression is
depression, and there are
effective treatments for
depression, rohan said.
Psychiatric drugs that work for
major depression also can work
for seasonal depression.

“one value of knowing when
people get depressed is you can
anticipate it and preempt it to
some degree,” said rosenthal,
who added that he may ramp up
antidepressants for patients in
the months leading up to their
problem season.

Combining different
treatments — cooling strategies,
medication and evidence-based
psychotherapy such as cognitive
behavior therapy — may be the
key to beating summer sadness.

Do you have a question about human
behavior or neuroscience? email
BrainMatters@washpost.com and we
may answer it in a future column.

SAD appear to be different. They
both are marked by sad mood
and reduced feelings of
pleasure, but winter depression
patients tend to oversleep,
overeat and feel sluggish,
rosenthal said. “The summer
ones were in many ways the
opposite,” he said. “Not that
hungry, less appetite, insomnia.”

Risk of suicide higher
Summer depression is also a

more agitated depression, where
patients tend to feel more
distressed than lethargic as in
winter depression.

Individuals with summer
depression may be at an
increased risk of suicide.
Suicidal behavior peaks in the
late spring and early summer,
but dips in the winter.

This may be because
depression patients who feel
suicidal during the winter may
not have the energy to carry out
the plan, said rosenthal, whose
upcoming book, “Defeating
SAD: A Guide to Health and
Happiness Through All
Seasons,” aims to provide an up-
to-date and concise
understanding of SAD and
practical strategies to counter it.
People with summer depression
who are both sad and agitated,
however, unfortunately may
have more energy to harm
themselves.

Summer SAD is more
heterogenous and varied in
nature, which has also made it
more difficult for researchers to
study. Compared with winter
SAD, which affects about 5
percent of Americans, there has
not been as much research on
summer seasonal affective
disorder in the decades since
rosenthal and his colleagues
first described it.

In one study of 2,819 Danish
subjects, about 0.1 percent met
the criteria for summer SAD.
Summer sadness, though
seemingly rarer than winter
depression, should be
acknowledged and treated by
medical professionals, experts
said.

“recognize it’s not all in your
head,” said Kelly rohan,
professor of psychological
science at the University of
Vermont. “It is a real thing.”

What may cause it
The distinct environmental

features of summer — heat,
humidity and pollen — are

sad from E1
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Summer depression is a lesser-known seasonal disorder. There are treatments.
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“I strongly suspect that we’re going to see more cases of this popping up.”
Kelly Rohan, professor of psychological science at the University of Vermont
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anxiety or something they call solastal-
gia — distress over seeing the natural 
environment negatively transformed. 
Already as many as 69 percent of 
Americans are worried about the cli-
mate. The rate of those who describe 
themselves as “very” worried stands at 
29 percent.

The good news, experts say, is that 
there are some ways to protect yourself 
from the brain-damaging effects of air 
pollution, especially if it’s only tempo-
rarily elevated by wildfire smoke.

“Stay indoors if possible and use air 
filters,” Wennberg says, adding that well-
fitting N95 or KN95 masks should “filter 
out most of the Pm2.5.” The bad news is 
that some climate change models pre-
dict that Pm2.5 pollution levels caused 
by wildfires may close to double by 2100.

Experts predict that a warming world 
will bring more wildfires, more orange-
hued skies enveloping our cities and, 
likely, more mental health problems. 
That is why Wennberg says that if we 
want to reduce mental health burdens of 
wildfire air pollution we should focus 
our efforts on one goal: “Above all, fight 
climate change.”

stress response. When Canadian re-
searchers made lab rats breathe in 
ozone, they noticed that it not only 
flooded the animals’ bodies with stress 
hormones but also changed the expres-
sion of stress genes in their brains — 
basically, flipped the stress genes on, like 
a light switch. rats are not humans, of 
course, but a 2022 study suggests that 
dirty air changes how humans react to 
stress, too. Several dozen men living in 
Berlin had to perform complicated math 
calculations in front of a panel of very 
critical judges (it was all done to induce 
stress), while other researchers per-
formed functional magnetic resonance 
imaging on their brains. The scientists 
found that brains of those men who live 
in areas more polluted with Pm2.5 parti-
cles activate differently in response to 
stress as compared with brains of people 
who are lucky to reside in cleaner parts 
of the city.

of course, air pollution, and wildfire 
haze in particular, can affect our mental 
well-being also on a purely intellectual 
level: It’s simply hard to feel cheerful 
when you know that the planet is 
burning. Psychologists talk of climate 

mental animal studies.” Two such mech-
anisms include inflammation and oxida-
tive stress, damage to cells and DNA by 
molecules called free radicals. Accord-
ing to David Eisenman, public health 
researcher at UCLA, “living in a smoke-
filled environment effects brain chemis-
try.”

Air pollutants reach your brain either 
through the lungs, where they may get 
picked up by the blood and carried 
across the blood-brain barrier, or even 
more directly through the olfactory epi-
thelium, the tissue inside the nose that 
helps you smell. once there, such mol-
ecules can inflict serious damage. Stud-
ies on rats reveal, for example, that 
oxidative stress caused by ozone kills off 
brain neurons that normally produce 
dopamine, a neurotransmitter involved 
in motivation and how we respond to 
rewards, and often dubbed the “pleasure 
molecule.” (Animal studies do not often 
reproduce the effect in humans.) other 
research shows that certain cells in the 
brain may attack pollutants, setting off 
an immune response of the kind that has 
been linked to depression.

Air pollution also seems to affect the 

Granted, such studies often rely on 
associations rather than show a proven 
impact, and it’s hard to verify that air 
pollution is the actual cause of all these 
mental health troubles. Typically, scien-
tists take data on air pollution from 
various areas and match it with the 
number of local residents who develop 
depression or anxiety. While they try to 
control for a number of variables that 
could skew the results — such as the fact 
that poverty often means both living in 
polluted areas and a higher risk of 
depression — they can’t control for every 
single possible factor that might blur the 
picture.

“It would be unethical to run a ran-
domized control trial. We cannot ran-
domize people to breathing polluted air 
and to breathing healthier air. So we are 
mainly relying on observational evi-
dence on this,” says Ioannis Bakolis, an 
epidemiologist at King’s College Lon-
don.

Yet there are good reasons to believe 
that it is in fact dirty air that causes 
mental health issues. for one, Bakolis 
says, “we have plausible biological mech-
anisms that have been tested in experi-

to get a colonoscopy, and his brother 
agreed.

Later, when Principe needed to talk to 
a patient about having the colonoscopy 
she had been avoiding, he was ready 
with a similar approach. He made time 
to talk with her, both to put her at ease 
and explain the importance of testing. 
After screening came back positive, he 
helped her choose a doctor for a colonos-
copy, and when it showed a significant 
precancerous growth, he referred her to 
a surgeon. He kept in touch with her 
along the way.

“The key components to assisting this 
patient through this process were time, 
open lines of communication and educa-
tion,” said Principe. “Trust is a key factor 
in this process.”

No power plays
Amy Goyer, who moderates AArP’s 

family Caregivers Discussion Group on 
facebook, suggested making clear that 
your goal is to support your loved one, 
not to take over their life.

“Don’t make this a power play,” said 
Goyer. “Talk about ways you can support 
their independence, even if it means 
making some changes.” She also sug-
gested avoiding “you should” phrases — 
use “I” instead.

“Change is hard, and the ‘unknown’ is 

the biggest fear for any age. It’s normal 
to want to avoid change, so tell them you 
understand their reluctance, fears or 
even anger, and you want to help them 
make change easier for them,” said 
Goyer. “Sometimes, they just need ac-
knowledgment that this is hard stuff to 
deal with.”

or, as Jelinek put it, allow your loved 
one to have the “dignity of their own 
experience,” even if that means postpon-
ing a test or procedure. And, always 
make the extra effort to show loving 
support, she added.

“I always really couch any sort of 
request or difficult conversation in sort 
of a ‘love sandwich.’ I talk about the 
relationship and what they mean to me, 
express why going to a doctor is some-
thing that should happen or would be 
helpful, and just end it with some love, 
too,” Jelinek said.

The 2020 study’s lead author, Bryan 
Leyva, an assistant professor of clinical 
medicine, internal medicine and pediat-
rics at the University of miami’s miller 
School of medicine, says to ask your 
loved one why — specifically — they 
don’t want to see a doctor and look for 
ways to help.

“Sometimes it’s so simple as they 
don’t have a ride, or there’s a lot going on 
with their husband and his medical 

problems . . . by that conversation, you 
can begin to identify personal barriers to 
seeking health care,” said Leyva.

Focus on achieving goals
ronan factora, a geriatrician at 

Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Geriatric 
medicine, suggested that loved ones use 
the same strategies he employs with 
reluctant patients. “Uniformly, our older 
persons say they want to improve their 
independence, functioning and want to 
avoid nursing homes,” he said. “If I can 
link the problems I am seeing them for 
and show that addressing these issues 
will help to achieve these goals, then I 
might have a buy-in from that person to 
come and see me.”

Whether the person is a family mem-
ber or a friend can also help guide people 
in these conversations, according to 
mark Kuczewski, a medical ethics pro-
fessor and director of the Neiswanger 
Institute for Bioethics and Healthcare 
Leadership at Loyola University Chica-
go’s Stritch School of medicine

“With strangers, we can expect people 
to not push very hard,” said Kuczewski. 
“It’s a judgment call to what degree 
you’re familiar enough with each other 
that you want to push those boundaries.”

When his mother had advanced Par-
kinson’s disease and his father who 

cared for her developed terminal cancer, 
he and his sisters sat down with them 
several times to talk about the benefits 
of moving together to a nursing home 
where their dad could get medical care 
and their mom ongoing support.

Kuczewski suggested allowing the 
loved one to air their feelings before 
commenting.

“Usually we get a little too worked up 
because we go into the conversation 
trying to make sure it goes the way we 
want and the patient agrees with our 
plan,” said Kuczewski. “We need to try to 
go into these conversations with an open 
mind and make our main goal to try to 
understand what the patient is thinking 
and feeling.

“If we are good listeners, the patient is 
more likely to relax and feel supported 
and then they are more likely to listen to 
feedback as well,” he said.

And sometimes you have to make 
peace with not persuading someone.

“I think it just comes down to know-
ing that you can’t control someone else’s 
behavior or make them behave in a 
particular way,” Taber said, recalling her 
struggle to get her friend to see a doctor. 
“If it were my own spouse or parent, I 
might be more forceful, but I still think 
people make their own decisions and 
you just have to live with that.”

BY JANICE NEUMANN

When Joslyn Jelinek had trouble per-
suading her elderly dad to make a 
doctor’s appointment, she arranged for 
a visiting nurse to see him at home. The 
move opened doors.

“He became a lot more receptive [to 
seeing a doctor] based on the relation-
ship he made with the nurse,” said 
Jelinek, a clinical social worker in Chica-
go.

But her father, who had congestive 
heart failure, needed further reassur-
ance, so Jelinek took him on a trial run 
to the doctor’s office to figure out where 
they would park and enter the hospital, 
and how long the process would take. 
They ended their rehearsal with a relax-
ing lunch. Afterward, Jelinek’s father, 
who has since died, was willing to go to 
the doctor.

Such hesitation is not unusual, partic-
ularly among older patients. An article 
in the Journal of Applied Gerontology in 
2020 reported that one-fourth of people 
65 and older had avoided medical care, 
based on a sample of 2,155 participants 
from the 2008 Health Information Na-
tional Trends Survey.

But Jelinek’s efforts offer a useful case 
study in gentle persuasion — combining 
good listening skills and flexibility.

Be open and  foster trust
The 2020 study said seniors’ reluc-

tance to see a doctor was largely tied to 
previous negative experiences, hassles 
maneuvering the health-care system, 
not believing they needed care, trans-
portation issues, cost and provider com-
munication. many also avoided ap-
pointments because they were uncom-
fortable having their bodies examined 
or feared learning that they had a 
serious illness.

Jennifer Taber, an associate psycholo-
gy professor at Kent State University 
and one of the 2020 study’s authors, said 
in an interview that she learned first-
hand about the subject when she tried 
to persuade a friend with knee pain to 
see a doctor. Her friend didn’t want to go 
because she was afraid the focus would 
be on her weight. Taber decided to put 
her efforts on pause and to mull how to 
raise the issue again at a later date 
rather than risk shutting down the 
conversation.

When John Principe, an internist in 
Burr ridge, Ill., needed to persuade his 
50-year-0ld brother to have a colon -
oscopy, he took it slow, emphasizing the 
need for the test but also giving his 
brother time to come around. After his 
brother developed symptoms that 
couldn’t be arrested with suppositories, 
Principe made clear that it was crucial 

When an older loved one won’t go to the doctor, try this

IsTOck

Tips for talking about a 
possible doctor’s visit
experts recommend several tactics in 
approaching loved ones reluctant to see a 
doctor, including:

l stay calm, take your time, and listen to a 
loved one’s reasons for not wanting to see 
a doctor.

l acknowledge their concerns, but point 
out the benefits of seeing a doctor, 
including feeling better and getting back to 
doing things they enjoy.

l If transportation or mobility is an issue, 
ask the person if you should drive them or 
arrange a ride. help them walk down 
steps and get in and out of a car, if they 
request it.

l If a loved one seems uncomfortable in a 
hospital or clinic setting or is overwhelmed 
by a doctor’s questions, consider asking 
whether it would be helpful for you or 
another person to go along to an 
appointment as their advocate.  

ful gas that can also react with other 
compounds in the air to produce second-
ary pollutants, such as ozone. Then, 
there are the fine particles found in 
pollution and smoke: larger ones, called 
Pm10, and finer ones, Pm2.5. All of these 
compounds have been found to nega-
tively affect mental health.

A study published this year in JAmA 
showed, for example, that across the 
United States, the more people are ex-
posed to ozone, the higher their risk of 
developing depression. A British study, 
meanwhile, showed that people who 
routinely breathe air with Pm2.5 levels 
of at least 10.6 micrograms per cubic 
meter have 15 percent higher risk of 
depression than those who live in areas 
with less than 9.3 micrograms of that 
pollutant per cubic meter. To put these 
numbers into perspective, during the 
recent Canadian wildfire haze, the air in 
New York City on June 7 had Pm2.5 
levels of 196 micrograms per cubic me-
ter.

“It is possible, even likely, that there is 
a dose-response, with longer exposure to 
air pollution increasing the chances of 
depression. However, even acute, short-
term exposure to air pollution may be 
detrimental,” says John Ioannidis, epi-
demiologist at Stanford University.

As for anxiety, a recent study in China 
found that young people living in areas 
with the highest fine particle pollution 
have 29 percent higher risk of anxiety 
than those residing in the cleanest loca-
tions. By comparison, according to the 
World Health organization, the first 
year of the pandemic sent anxiety levels 
up worldwide by 25 percent.

meanwhile, research conducted re-
cently in California showed that ozone 
increases the odds of bipolar disorder, 
self-harm and suicide, while a Danish 
study linked high levels of No2 in the air 
with schizophrenia.

Even less severe mental troubles seem 
to surge as air quality plummets. Pre-
school-aged children, for instance, tend 
to behave worse: They may be quicker to 
break rules or act aggressively, accord-
ing to one study. Your adult peers may be 
harder to deal with, too. A 2020 meta 
analysis of many studies found that air 
pollution goes hand in hand with uneth-
ical behavior, such as dishonesty and 
cheating on tests.

POLLUTION from E1

Studies link 
air pollution 
to mental 
health issues
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