I. Agree or Disagree

1. When a country develops its technology, the traditional skills and ways of life die out. It is pofntless
to try and keep them alive. To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? (Cambridge 3
test 2)

Overall, | disagree with the opinion expressed. | would like to begin by pofnting out that ‘traditional skills
and ways of life” are not automatically of one country, bout of a culture or community.

In many ways, the history of civilisation is the history of technology: from the discovery of fire to the
invention of the wheel to the development of the Internet, we have been moving on from previous ways
of dofng things. Some technologies, such as weapons of mass destruction, are of negative impact.
Others, such as medical advances, positively help people to live better or longer, and so very much help
traditional ways of life. Surely, few people would seek to preserve such traditions as living in caves.

Interestingly, technology can positively contribute to the keeping alive of traditional skills and ways of
life. For example, the populations of some islands are too small to have normal schools. Rather than
breaking up families by sending children to the mainland, education authorities have been able to use
the Internet to deliver schooling online.

In addition, the Internet, and modem refrigeration techniques, are being used to keep alive the
traditional skills of producing salmon; it can now be ordered from, and delivered to, anywhere in the
world.

In conclusion, without suggesting that all technology is necessarily good, | think it is by no means
‘pofntless’, in any way, to try to keep traditions alive with technology. We should not ignore technology,
because it can be our friend and support our way of life.



2. In many countries children are engaged in some kind of paid work. Some people regard this as
completely wrong, while others consider it as valuable work experience, important for learning and
taking responsibility. What are your opinions on this? (Cambridge 3 test 2)

The issue of children dofng paid work is a complex and sensitive one. It is difficult to say who has the
right to judge whether children working is ‘wrong’ or ‘valuable’. Opinions will also differ as to ‘learning’
benefits: no doubt teachers and factory owners, for example, would have varying concerns.

An important consideration is the kind of work undertaken. Young children dofng arduous and repetitive
tasks on a factory production line, for example, are less likely to be ‘learning’ than older children helping
in an old people's home.

There are health and safety issues to be considered as well. It is an unfortunate fact that many
employers may prefer to use the services of children simply to save money by paying them less than
adults and it is this type of exploftation that should be discouraged.

However, in many countries children work because their families need the additional income, no matter
how small. This was certainly the case in the past in many industrialized countries, and it is very difficult
to judge that it is wrong for children today to contribute to the family income in this way.

Nevertheless, in better economic circumstances, few parents would choose to send their children out to
lull-time paid work. If learning responsibilities and work experience are considered to be important,
then children can acquire these by having light, part-time jobs or even dofng tasks such as helping their
parents around the family home, which are unpaid, but undoubtedly of value in children’s development.



3. Using a computer everyday can have more negative than positive effects on young children. Do you
agree or disagree?

| tend to agree that young children can be negatively affected by too much time spent on the computer
every day. This is parity because sitting in front of a screen for too long can be damaging to both the
eyes and the physical posture of a young child, regardless of what they are using the computer for.

However, the main concern is about the type of computer activities that attract children. These are
often electronic games that tend to be very intense and rather violent. The player is usually the ‘hero’ of
the game and too much exposure can encourage children to be sell-centred and insensitive to others.

Even when children use a computer for other purposes, such as getting information or emailing friends,
it is no substitute for human interaction. Spending time with other children and sharing non-virtual
experiences is an important part of a child's development that cannot be provided by a computer .

In spite of this, the obvious benefits of computer skills for young children cannot be denied. Their adult
world will be changing constantly in terms of technology and the Internet is the key to all the knowledge
and information available in the world today. Therefore, it is important that children learn at an early
age to use the equipment enthusiastically and with confidence as they will need these skills throughout
their studies and working lives.

In conclusion, | think the main pofnt is to make sure that young children do not overuse computers.
Parents must ensure that their children learn to enjoy other kinds of activity and not simply sit at home,
learning to live in a virtual world.



4. Countries are becoming more and more similar because people are able to buy the same products
anywhere in the world. Do you think this is a positive or negative development?

It is said that countries are becoming similar to each other because of the global spread of the same
products, which are now available for purchase almost anywhere. | strongly believe that this modern
development is largely detrimental to culture and traditions worldwide.

A country’s history, language and ethos are all inextricably bound up in its manufactured artefacts. If the
relentless advance of international brands into every corner of the world continues, these bland
packages might One day completely gust the traditional objects of a nation, which would be a loss of
richness and diversity in the world, as well as the sad disappearance of the manifestations of a place’s
character. What would a Japanese tea ceremony be without its specially crafted teapot, or a Fijian kava
ritual without its bowl made from a certain type of tree bark?

Let us not forget either that traditional products, whether these be medicines, cosmetics, toys, clothes,
utensils or food, provide employment for local people. The spread of multinational products can often
bring in its wake a loss of jobs, as people turn to buying the new brand, perhaps thinking it more
glamorous than the one they are used to. This eventually puts old-school craftspeople out of work.

Finally, tourism numbers may also be affected, as travellers become disillusioned with finding every
place just the same as the one they visited previously. To see the same products in shops the world over
is boring, and does not impel visitors to open their wallets in the same way that trinkets or souvenirs
unique to the particular area do.

Some may argue that all people are entitled to have access to the same products but | say that local
objects suit local conditions best, and that faceless uniformity worldwide is an unwelcome and dreary
prospect.



Some other Questions

5. “Fatherhood ought to be emphasized as much as motherhood. The idea that women are solely
responsible for deciding whether or not to have babies leads on to the idea that they are also
responsible for bringing the child up.” To what extent do you agree or disagree? (Cambridge 2 test 1)

6. “Prevention is better than cure.” Out of a country’s health budget, a large proportion should be
diverted from treatment to spending on health education and preventative measures. To what extent
do you agree or disagree with this statement? (Cambridge 2 test 2)

7. The position of women in society has changed markedly in the last twenty years. Many of the
problems young people now experience, such as juvenile delinquency, arise from the fact that many
married women now work and are not at home to care for their children. To what extent do you
agree or disagree? (Cambridge 2 test 4)

8. Some governments say how many children a family can have in their country. They may control the
number of children someone has through taxes. It is sometimes necessary and right for a government
to control the population in this way. Do you agree or disagree? (Cambridge 2 general training test A)

9. Some people believe that children’s leisure activities must be educational, otherwise they are a
complete waste of time. Do you agree or disagree? (Cambridge 3 General training B)

10. Some people believe that children should be allowed to stay at home and play until they are six or
seven years old. Others believe that it is important for young children to go to school as soon as
possible. What do you think are the advantages of attending school from a young age? (Cambridge 4
general training B)




I1. Discuss both views and give your opinion

1. In some countries, young people are encouraged to work or travel for a year between finishing high
school and starting university studies. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages and express your
own opinion. (Cambridge 5 test 2)

It is quite common these days for young people in many countries to have a break from studying after
graduating from high school. The trend is not restricted to rich students who have the money to travel,
but is also evident among poorer students who choose to work and become economically independent
for a period of time.

The reasons for this trend may involve the recognition that a young adult who passes directly from
school to university is rather restricted in terms of general knowledge and experience of the world. By
contrast, those who have spent some time earning a living or travelling to other places, have a broader
view of life and better personal resources to draw on. They tend to be more independent, which is a
very important factor in academic study and research, as well as giving them an advantage in terms of
coping with the challenges of student life.

However, there are certainly dangers in taking time off at that Important age. Young adults may end up
never returning to their studies or finding it difficult to readapt to an academic environment. They may
think that it is better to continue in a particular job. or to do something completely different from a
university course. But overall ,I think this is less likely today. when academic qualifications are essential
for getting a reasonable career.

My view is that young people should be encouraged to broaden their horizons. That is the best way for
them to get a clear perspective of what they are hoping to do with their lives and why. Students with
such a perspective are usually the most effective and motivated once and taking a year off may be the
best way to get this.



2. Successful sports professionals can earn a great deal more money than people in other important
professions. Some people think this is fully justified while others think it is unfair. Discuss both views
and give your opinion. (Cambridge 6 test 2)

As a result of constant media attention, sports professionals in my country have become stars and
celebrities, and those at the top are paid huge salaries. Just like movie stars, they live extravagant
lifestyles with huge houses and cars.

Many people find their rewards unfair, especially when comparing these super salaries with those of top
surgeons or research scientists, or even leading politicians who have the responsibility of governing the
country. However, sports salaries are not determined by considering the contribution to society a
person makes, or the level of responsibility he or she holds. Instead, they reflect the public popularity of
sport in general and the level of public support that successful stars can generate. So the notion of
‘fairness’ is not the issue.

Those who feel that sports stars ‘salaries are justified might argue that the number of professionals with
real talent are very few, and the money is a recognition of the skills and dedication a person needs to be
successful. Competition is constant and a player is tested every time they perform in their relatively
short career. The pressure from the media is intense and there is little privacy out of the spotlight. So all
of these factors may justify the huge earnings.

Personally, | think that the amount of money such sports stars make is more justified than the huge
earnings of movie stars, but at the same time, it indicates that our society places more value on sport
than on more essential professions and achievements.



3. Some people prefer to spend their lives dofng the same things and avofding change. Others,
however, think that change is always a good thing. Discuss both views and give your opinion.
(Cambridge 6 test 4)

Over the last half century, the pace of change in the life of human beings has increased beyond our
wildest expectations This has been driven by technological and scientific breakthroughs that are
changing the whole way we view the world on an almost daily basis. This means that change is not
always a personal option, but an inescapable fact of life. and we need to constantly adapt to keep pace
with it .

Those people who believe they have achieved some security by dofng the same, familiar things are living
in denial. Even when people believe they are resisting change themselves, they cannot stop the world
around them from changing. Sooner or later they will find that the familiar jobs no longer exist, or that
the safe patterns of behaviour are no longer appropriate.

However, reaching the conclusion that change is inevitable is not the same as assuming that ‘change is
always for the better’. Unfortunately, it is not always the case that new things are promoted because
they have good impacts tor the majority of people. A lot of innovations are made with the aim of making
money tor a few. This is because it is the rich and powerful people in our society who are able to impose
changes (such as in working conditions or property developments) that are in their own interests.

In conclusion, | would say that change can be stimulating and energising for individuals when they
pursue it themselves, but that all change, including that which is imposed on people. does not
necessarily have good outcomes.



4. It is generally believed that some people are born with certain talents, for instance for sport or
music, and others are not. However, it is sometimes claimed that any child can be taught to become a
good sports person or musician. Discuss both views and give your own opinion. (Cambridge 7 test 1)

The relative importance of natural talent and training is a frequent topic of discussion when people try
to explain different levels of ability in, for example, sport, art or music.

Obviously, education systems are based on the belief that all children can effectively be taught to
acquire different skills, including those associated with sport, art or music. So from our own school
experience, we can find plenty of evidence to support the view that a child can acquire these skills with
continued teaching and guided practice.

However, some people believe that innate talent is what differentiates a person who has been trained
to play a sport or an instrument, from those who become good players. in other words, there is more to
the skill than a learned technique, and this extra talent cannot be taught, no matter how good the
teacher or how frequently a child practices.

| personally think that some people do have talents that are probably inherited via their genes Such
talents can give individuals a facility for certain skills that allow them to excel, while more hard-working
students never manage to reach a comparable level. But, as with all questions of nurture versus they are
not mutually exclusive. Good musicians or artists and exceptional sports stars have probably succeeded
because of both good training and natural talent. Without the natural talent continuous training would
be neither attractive nor productive, and without the training the child would not learn how to exploft
and develop their talent.

In conclusion, | agree that any child can be taught particular skills but to be really good in areas such as
music, art or sport then some natural talent is required.



5. Some people think that parents should teach children how to be good members of society. Others,
however, believe that school is the place to learn this. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.
(Cambridge 8 test 1)

A child's education has never been about learning information and basic skills only. It has always
included teaching the next generation how to be good members of society. Therefore, this cannot be
the responsibility of the parents alone.

In order to be a good member of any society the individual must respect and obey the rules of their
community and share their values. Educating children to understand the need to obey rules and respect
others always begins in the home and is widely thought to be the responsibility of parents. They will
certainly be the first to help children learn what is important in life, how they are expected to behave
and what role they will play in their world.

However, learning to understand and share the value system of a whole society cannot be achieved just
in the home. Once a child goes to school, they are entering a wider community where teachers and
peers will have just as much influence as their parents do at home. At school, children will experience
working and living with people from a whole variety of backgrounds from the wider society. This
experience should teach them how to co-operate with each other and how to contribute to the life of
their community.

But to be a valuable member of any community is not like learning a simple skill It is something that an
individual goes on learning throughout life and it is the responsibility of every member of a society to
take responsibility for helping the younger generation to become active and able members of that
society.



6. Some people think that it is better to educate boys and girls in separate schools. Others, however,
believe that boys and girls benefit more from attending mixed schools. Discuss both views and give
your own opinion. (Cambridge 8 General training B)

Some countries have single-sex education models, while in others both single se and mixed schools co-
exist and it is up to the parents or the children to decide which model is preferable.

Some educationalists think it is more effective to educate boys and girls in single-sex schools because
they believe this environment reduces distractions and encourages pupils to concentrate on their
studies. This is probably true to some extent. It also allows more equality among pupils and gives more
opportunity to all those at the school to choose subjects more freely without gender prejudice. For
example, a much higher proportion of girls study science to a high level when they attend girls’ schools
than their counterparts in mixed schools do. Similarly, boys in single-sex schools are more likely to take
cookery classes and to study languages, which are often thought of as traditional subjects for girls.

On the other hand, some experts would argue that mixed schools prepare their pupils better for their
future lives. Girls and boys learn to live and work together from an early age and are consequently not
emotionally underdeveloped in their relations with the opposite sex. They are also able to learn from
each other, and to experience different types of skill and talent than might be evident in a single gender
environment.

Personally, | think that there are advantages to both systems. | went to a mixed school, but feel that |
myself missed the opportunity to specialise in science because it was seen as the natural domain and
career path for boys when | was a girl. So because of that, | would have preferred to go to a girls’ school.
But hopefully times have changed, and both genders of student can have equal chances to study what
they want to in whichever type of school they attend.



7. Some people say that the best way to improve public health is by increasing the number of sport
facilities. Others, however, say that this would have little effect on public health and that other
measures are required. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

A problem of modern societies is the declining level of health in the general population, with conflicting
views on how to tackle this worrying trend. One possible solution is to provide more sports facilities to
encourage a more active lifestyle.

Advocates of this believe that today's sedentary lifestyle and stressful working conditions mean that
physical activity is no longer part of either our work or our leisure time. If there were easy-to-reach local
sports centres, we would be more likely to make exercise a regular part of our lives, rather than just
collapsing in front of a screen every evening. The variety of sports that could be offered would cater for
all ages, levels of fitness and interests: those with painful memories of PE at school might be happier in
the swimming pool than on the football pitch.

However, there may be better ways of tackling this problem. interest in sport is not universal, and
additional facilities might simply attract the already fit, not those who most need them. Physical activity
could be encouraged relatively cheaply, for example by installing exercise equipment in parks, as my
local council has done. This has the added benefit that parents and children often use them together
just for fun, which develops a positive attitude to exercise at an early age.

As well as physical activity, high tax penalties could be imposed on high-fat food products, tobacco and
alcohol. as excessive consumption of any of these contributes to poor health. Even improving public
transport would help: it takes longer to walk to the bus stop than to the car.

In my opinion, focusing on sports facilities is too narrow an approach and would not have the desired
results. People should be encouraged not only to be more physically active but also to adopt a healthier
lifestyle in general.



8. Some people think that teenage years are the happiest times of most people’s lives. Others think
that adult life brings more happiness, in spite of greater responsibilities. Discuss both views and give
your own opinion. (Cambridge 9 general training B)

What's the happiest time in people's lives: youth or old age; school, career or retirement? All of these
have been suggested, but teenage years and adulthood both have many supporters.

Those who believe are the happiest people cite their lack of Responsibilities as a significant factor They
are supported financially and emotionally by their parents, and although they may be included in family
decisions, they're not ultimately responsible. However, adolescents are on the threshold of adult life:
they’re old enough to get a part-time job, so they can enjoy their first taste of financial independence,
and their future study and career lie ahead.

Away from these serious concerns, young people have an active social life with their friends. often
simply by hanging out with them. And of course, there's the excitement of first love and first heartbreak.
With all this to experience, teenagers see their parents’ lives as boring and stressful .

However, the reverse is also true. Adults see anxious, self-dramatizing adolescents and appreciate the
joys of maturity. These may include a contented family life, long-lasting friendships and a career. Long-
term relationships may not have the fireworks of adolescence, but are stronger for it, because of the
wealth of shared experience. At work, many of us are challenged and stimulated by the increasing
professional skills we acquire, which ensures that our jobs remain interesting.

The greatest benefit, though, is that maturity gives you greater confidence in your own judgment, in all
areas of life. You're not afraid to express your opinion when others disagree and, unlike a teenager, you
know when to let things go.

Both these periods can be happy times, but | look back at my own teenage years with no desire to go
back. Adult life may be less dramatic, but fireworks do not keep you warm.



9. Some parents buy their children a large number of toys to play with. What are the advantages and
disadvantages for the child of having a large number of toys?

It is true that many parents purchase a multitude of playthings for their offspring Whether or not this is
a good thing for the child, is a moot pofnt. On the face of it the advantages seem most apparent, but
could there be a downside to this phenomenon of devoted parenting as well?

Most people would consider children who have many toys to be the fortunate ones. Interesting things
to play with stimulate many positives in the young boy or girl such as optimum brain development,
hand-eye coordination and colour recognition apart from the simple joy of playing. Modem toys are
designed to be educational as well as fun, and concerned parents carefully select products which might
speed their child's acquisition of numbers or the alphabet.

Is it possible that owning multiple toys could be in any way detrimental to a child? This is an unusual
guestion, but there are some hidden pitfalls. For one wealthy parents might spofl their son or daughter
by showering him/her with toys, resulting in a negative effect on the child's character. For another, a
growing child's concentration span may suffer if they are constantly surrounded by too many tempting
objects, so that they become unable to focus on any one game for a decent length of time before being
distracted.

On the social side, older children may become targets of envy from classmates, if they are perceived as
having far more possessions than their peers. Finally, the majority of toys today are made of plastic
which commonly contains the chemical BPA, proven to be dangerous for infants to suck on or ingest.

It is clear then that this situation is not as straightforward as it first appears It would seem at one of the
many duties of parents is to make an informed chofce about how many toys they buy for their young
ones.



More / Main / Major / Qutweigh

II1. Advantages > < Disadvantages

1. Some experts believe that it is better for children to begin learning a foreign language at primary
school rather than secondary school. Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages?

Traditionally, children have begun studying foreign languages at secondary school but introducing them
earlier is recommended by some educationalists. This policy has been adopted by some educational
authorities or individual schools, with both positive and negative outcomes.

The obvious argument in its favour is that young children pick up languages much more easily than
teenagers. Their brains are still programmed to acquire their mother tongue, which facilitates learning
another language, and unlike adolescents they are not inhibited by self-consciousness.

The greater flexibility of the primary timetable allows for more frequent, shorter sessions and for a play-
centred approach, thus maintaining learners’ enthusiasm and progress. Their command of the language
in later life will benefit from this early exposure. while learning other languages subsequently will be
easier for them. They may also gain a better understanding of other cultures .

There are, however. some disadvantages. Primary school teachers are generalists, and may not have the
necessary language skills themselves. If specialists have to be brought in to deliver these sessions, the
flexibility referred to above is diminished. If primary language teaching is not standardised. secondary
schools could be faced with a great variety of levels in different languages within their intake. resulting
in a classroom experience which undoes the earlier gains. There is no advantage if enthusiastic primary
pupils become demotivated as soon as they change schools. However, these issues can be addressed
strategically within the policy adopted.

Anything which encourages language learning benefits society culturally and economically and early
exposure to language learning contributes to this. Young children's innate abilities should be harnessed
to make these benefits more achievable.



IV. Two-Part Questions

1. News editors decide what to broadcast on television and what to print in newspapers. What factors
do you think influence these decisions? Would it be better if more good news was reported?
(Cambridge 1 test 3)

2. We are becoming increasingly dependent on computers. They are used in businesses hospitals
crime detection and even to fly planes. What things will they be used for in the future? Is this
dependence on computers a good thing or should we be more suspicious of their benefits?
(Cambridge 1 General training)

3. In many countries schools have severe problems with student behaviour. What do you think are the
causes of this? What solutions can you suggest? (Cambridge 4 test 4)

4. Happiness is considered very important in life. Why is it difficult to define? What factors are
important in achieving happiness? (Cambridge 4 test 2)

5. Nowadays we are producing more and more rubbish. Why do you think this is happening? What
can governments do to help reduce the amount of rubbish produced? (Cambridge 5 general training
B)

| think it is true that in almost every country today each household and family Produces a large amount
of waste every week. Most of this rubbish comes from the packaging from the things we buy, such as
processed food. But even if we buy fresh food without packaging, we stilt produce rubbish from the
plastic bags used everywhere to carry shopping home.

The reason why we have so much packaging is that we consume so much more on a daily basis than
families did in the past. Convenience is also very important in modern life, so we buy packaged or
canned food that can be transported from long distances and stored until we need it, first in the
supermarket, and then at home .

However, | think the amount of waste produced is also a result of our tendency to use something once
and throw it away. We forget that even the cheapest plastic bag has used up valuable resources and
energy to produce. We also forget that it is a source of pollution and difficult to dispose of.

| think, therefore, that governments need to raise this awareness in the general public. Children can be
educated about environmental issues at school, but adults need to take action. Governments can
encourage such action by putting taxes on packaging, such as plastic bags, by providing recycling
services and by fining households and shops that do not attempt to recycle their waste.

In my book, with the political will, such measures could really reduce the amount of rubbish we
produce. Certainly, nobody wants to see our resources used up and our planet poisoned by waste.



6. As most people spend a major part of their adult life at work, job satisfaction is an important
element of individual wellbeing. What factors contribute to job satisfaction? How realistic is the
expectation of job satisfaction for all workers? (Cambridge 7 test 3)

Nowadays many adults have full-time jobs and the proportion of their lives spent doing such jobs is very
high. So feelings about one’s job must reflect how an individual feels about his or her life as a whole, and
because of this, job satisfaction is indeed very important for the wellbeing of that person.

Employees get job satisfaction in a number of ways. To begin with, a person needs to feel that they are
doing valued and valuable work, so positive feedback from superiors is very important in this respect. A
sense of fulfillment is also encouraged if a worker feels the job is worth doing because it contributes to
the society or the economy as a whole.

Furthermore, when someone feels they are improving or developing their skills through training
opportunities, for example, then there is a sense of progression and purpose that rewards a worker. The
sense of belonging to a team or a working community also contributes to job satisfaction because
colleagues help each other to enjoy their working lives. Satisfaction is also increased by a sense of
responsibility for and loyalty to a team .

Of course, not everyone enjoys their work. Hard economic realities mean that many people have little
choice in the kind of job they can get. In some cases an employee is working in a job that suits neither
their skills nor their personality. Some jobs are repetitive and boring, and labour relations may be poor
and lead to resentment and insecurity rather than to job satisfaction.

However, even though it is unlikely that all workers do feel happy in their work, | think it is not
unrealistic to promote more job satisfaction in any job. If the factors identified above are implemented,
then any job can be improved and more workers can feel greater degrees of job satisfaction.



7- Some people feel that entertainers (e.g. film stars, pop musicians or sports stars) are paid too much
money. Do you agree or disagree? Which other types of job should be highly paid? (Cambridge 7
General training B)

| agree with the view that stars in the entertainment business are usually over paid. This is true whether
we are considering stars of film, sport or popular music, and it often seems that the amount of money
they are able to earn in a short time cannot possibly be justified by the amount of work they do .

However, it is also true that it is only those who reach the very top of their profession who can get these
huge salaries. So the size of salary that stars expect is closely linked to the competition they have to
overcome in order to reach success. They are, in effect, rare talents.

Furthermore, the majority of stars do not hold their top positions long. Sport stars and pop stars, for
example, are soon replaced by the next younger, more energetic, generation, while the good looks of
most film stars quickly fade. So this relatively short working life may be some justification for the very

high pay.

Unfortunately, professionals from other fields, who make a much greater contribution to human society,
are paid so much less that it is hard to disagree with the statement. Teachers, nurses, laboratory
researchers etc. are never listed among the best-paid professionals, yet they are more important to our
well-being and our future than the stars who earn their fortunes so quickly.

In conclusion, | think there may be some reasons why entertainment stars earn high salaries but overall |
agree that they are overpaid. The gaps between their earnings and those of people who work less
selfishly for the good of society cannot be justified. Such professionals should be much better
appreciated and better paid.



8. Increasing the price of petrol is the best way to solve growing traffic and pollution problems. To
what extent do you agree or disagree? What other measures do you think might be effective?
(Cambridge 8 test 3)

There is no doubt that traffic and pollution from vehicles have become huge problems, both in cities and
on motorways everywhere. Solving these problems is likely to need more than a simple rise in the price
of petrol.

While it is undeniable that private car use is one of the’ main causes of the increase in traffic and
pollution, higher fuel costs are unlikely to limit the number of drivers for long. As this policy would also
affect the cost of public transport, it would be very unpopular with everyone who needs to travel on the
roads. But there are various other measures that could be implemented that would have a huge effect
on these problems.

| think to tackle the problem of pollution. Cleaner fuels need to be developed. The technology is already
available to produce electric cars that would be both quieter and Cleaner to use. Persuading
manufacturers and travellers to adopt this new technology would be a more effective strategy for
improving air quality, especially in cities.

However, traffic congestion will not be solved by changing the type of private vehicle people can use. To
do this, we need to improve the choice of public transport services available to travellers. For example,
if sufficient sky trains and underground train systems were built and effectively maintained in our major
cities then traffic on the roads would be dramatically reduced. Long-distance train and coach services
should be made attractive and affordable alternatives to driving your own car for long journeys.

In conclusion, | think that long-term traffic and pollution reductions would depend on educating-the
public to use public transport more, and on governments using public money to construct and run
efficient systems.



9- it is important for children to learn the difference between right and wrong at an early age.
Punishment is necessary to help them learn this distinction. To what extent do you agree or disagree
with this opinion? What sort of punishment should parents and teachers be allowed to use to teach
good behaviour to children?

One important stage in a child's growth is certainly the development of a conscience, which is linked to
the ability to tell right from wrong. This skill comes with time and good parenting, and my firm
conviction is that punishment does not have much of a rote to play in this. Therefore, | have to disagree
almost entirely with the given statement.

To some extent the question depends on the age of the child. To punish a very young child is both wrong
and foolish, as an infant will not understand what is happening or why he or she is being punished. Once
the age of reason is reached however, a child can be rewarded for good behaviour and discouraged
from bad. This kind but firm approach will achieve more than harsh punishments, which might entail
many negative consequences unintended by the parents .

To help a child learn the difference between right and wrong, teachers and parents should firstly provide
good role modeling in their own behaviour. After that, if sanctions are needed, the punishment should
not be of a physical nature, as that merely sends the message that it is acceptable for larger people to
hit smaller ones-an outcome which may well result in the child starting to bully others. Nor should the
punishment be in any way cruel.

Rather, teachers and parents can use a variety of methods to discipline their young charges, such as
detention, withdrawal of privileges, and time-out. Making the punishment fit the crime is a useful
notion, which would see children being made to pick up rubbish they have dropped, clean up graffiti
they have drawn, or apologise to someone they have hurt. In these ways responsibility is developed in
the child, which leads to much better future behaviour than does punishment.



