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FDA fully

approves
drug for
Alzheimer’s

Leqembi modestly slows
decline, will have ‘boxed
warning’ for side effects

BY LAURIE MCGINLEY

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration on Thursday gave full
approval, for the first time, to a
drug that modestly slows Alz-
heimer’s disease — a develop-
ment that offers a degree of hope
for treating the memory-robbing
disease but also raises difficult
questions about safety, effective-
ness and cost.

The agency had previously
granted the drug, called Legem-
bi, accelerated approval based on
its ability to reduce amyloid
clumps in the brain, a hallmark
of Alzheimer’s. Thursday’s action
was based on later-stage data
that showed the treatment
slowed cognitive and functional
decline by 27 percent over 18
months compared with placebo.
That represented a five-month
slowdown in progression, ex-
perts said.

“Today’s action is the first
verification that a drug targeting
the underlying disease process of
Alzheimer’s disease has shown
clinical benefit in this devastat-
ing disease,” said Teresa Burac-
chio, acting director of the Office
of Neuroscience in the FDA’s
Center for Drug Evaluation and
Research. “This confirmatory
study verified that it is a safe and
effective treatment for patients
with Alzheimer’s disease.”

The FDA action means the
drug will be available to a broad-
er swath of people, Medicare said

SEE ALZHEIMER’S ON A4

Prosecutors
in Trump
papers case
facing threats

BY PERRY STEIN
AND DEVLIN BARRETT

Individual prosecutors in-
volved in the classified docu-
ments case against former presi-
dent Donald Trump are facing
substantial harassment and
threats online and elsewhere,
according to extremism experts
and a government official famil-
iar with the matter.

At the same time, two officials
said, federal agencies have not
observed a general increase in
threats against law enforcement
in the weeks since Trump was
indicted in South Florida — a
sharp contrast from the surge of
violent rhetoric in the days after
FBI agents searched the former
president’s Florida property last
August.

The officials spoke on the
condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss sensitive security issues.
The FBI has called threats
against law enforcement “repre-
hensible and dangerous,” and
says it is working closely with
other law enforcement agencies

SEE PROSECUTORS ON A2

Trump aide: Walt Nauta pleads
not guilty in documents case. A2
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The Mormon Church’s fight
Lo save its promised land

hevalley here was shades of brown,
its vast saline lake shimmering,
when Brigham Young first sur-
veyed the landscape in 1847 and
recognized a placehehad seenin avision: a
spot to make the desert bloom, a promised

land for the persecuted flock he led as
president of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints.

Today, the valley is the headquarters of a
faith with 17 million adherents worldwide
and a tableau of verdant lawns, fertile
farmland and booming growth. Yet the
transformation is threatened: Because of

overuse of water and climate change, the
Great Salt Lake is drying up — and the

Farmington Bay, a critical habitat for wildlife, feeds into the Great Salt Lake. Record-low water levels are

As Utah’s Great Salt
Lake dries up, the
influential group takes
on an unexpected role

BY KARIN BRULLIARD
IN SALT LAKE CI1TY

Mormon Church is taking on an unusually
public role to help save it.

Last summer, the church began urging
conservation and touted its water-saving
efforts in the American West. At its fall
general conference, which Mormons ev-

erywhere follow for speeches considered
direction from God, a senior bishop
stressed using Earth’s resources with re-
straint. This spring, another senior bishop
delivered what was praised as a landmark
address on Mormons’ history with water in
the valley and outlined an unprecedented
move: permanently donating a small reser-

voir’s worth of church-owned water, the

SEE GREAT SALT LAKE ON Al0

jeopardizing the lake’s very existence, prompting the Mormon Church to take on an unusually public role to save it.

Unprecedented heat lies ahead, scientists warn

Highs already shattering
records months ahead
of El Nifo’s peak impact

BY ScOoTT DANCE

A remarkable spate of historic
heat is hitting the planet, raising
alarm over looming extreme
weather dangers — and an in-
creasing likelihood that this year
will be Earth’s warmest on rec-
ord.

New precedents have been set
in recent weeks and months,
surprising some scientists with
their swift evolution: historically
warm oceans, with North Atlan-
tic temperatures already nearing
their typical annual peak; unpar-
alleled low sea ice levels around
Antarctica, where global warm-
ing impacts had, until now, been
slower to appear; and the planet
experiencing its warmest June
ever charted, according to new
data.

SEE HEAT ON A13

Fevered Florida: State having its
hottest year in modern history. A7
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A woman fans herself in Beijing, which recently surpassed 40 degrees Celsius (104F) for the first
time on record. Globally, warming is nearing a benchmark policymakers have sought to avoid.

Cluster
bombs
on way
to Kyiv

BIDEN MOVE
BYPASSES U.S. LAW

Excessive dud rate in
munitions for Ukraine

BY KAREN DEYOUNG,
ALEX HORTON
AND Mi1ssy RyAN

President Biden has approved
the provision of U.S. cluster muni-
tions for Ukraine, with drawdown
of the weapons from Defense De-
partment stocks due to be an-
nounced Friday.

The move, which will bypass
U.S. law prohibiting the produc-
tion, use or transfer of cluster
munitions with a failure rate of
more than 1 percent, comes amid
concerns about Kyiv’s lagging
counteroffensive against en-
trenched Russian troops.

It follows months of internal
administration debate over
whether to supply the controver-
sial munitions, which are banned
by most countries in the world.

The principal weapon under
consideration, an M864 artillery
shell first produced in 1987, is
fired from the 155mm howitzers
the United States and other West-
ern countries have provided
Ukraine. In its last publicly avail-
able estimate, more than 20 years

SEE BOMBS ON A9

Ukraine: Russian missile strike on
Lviv kills at least six civilians. A12

Finland: Russia expels diplomats,
shuts St. Petersburg consulate. A12

Wagner chief
returns to
Russia for
money. guns

BY ROBYN DixoN
AND CATHERINE BELTON

RIGA, LATVIA — Wagner merce-
nary leader Yevgeniy Prigozhin
was in Russia on Thursday, ac-
cording to Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko, raising
further questions about the
murky agreement under which
Prigozhin avoided insurgency
charges for a failed rebellion that
posed a brazen challenge to Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s
authority.

The Kremlin, in announcing
the agreement on June 24, had
said that Prigozhin and fighters
loyal to him could avoid prosecu-
tion by leaving Russia for Belarus.
Russian authorities then quickly
began dismantling Wagner’s op-
erations and the rest of Prigo-
zhin’s sprawling business empire.

But on Thursday, 12 days after
Prigozhin abruptly turned around
columns of fighters that he had
sent rolling toward Moscow, Lu-
kashenko said the mercenaryboss
had been back in his home city of
St. Petersburg and may have flown
to Moscow on Thursday morning.
Lukashenko said a final deal on
the move by Prigozhin and his

SEE RUSSIA ON Al12
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Pleasure and peril As violence rises in the
West Bank, Palestinian hikers such as Hanan
Ramabhi, above, face new risks. A8
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An Alaskan village of
under 100 went to social
mediain alast-ditch
effort to save its school
and now has thousands
of families interested in
moving there. A3
Researchers found
that cells with unusual
numbers of chromo-
somes are drivers of can-
cer, cracking a century-
old mystery. A4

A man was sentenced
to life in prison after
pleading guilty to raping
agirl, 9, who later trav-

eled from Ohio to Indi-
ana for an abortion. A5

THE WORLD

A Princeton student
with Israeli-Russian citi-
zenship who went miss-
ing in Baghdad is being
held by a Shiite militia
group, Israel said. A13

THE ECONOMY
Manufacturers have
agreed to a California
plan that bans sales of
new diesel big rigs by
2036, averting litigation
and maintaining a single
national standard for

truck pollution rules. A14
JetBlue will not appeal
ajudge’s decision to end
its alliance with Ameri-
can Airlines, a move Jet-
Blue hopes will prompt
reconsideration of its
proposed merger with
Spirit Airlines. A14
Meta’s Twitter clone,
Threads, builds on the
billions-strong Insta-
gram but is saddled with
Meta’s baggage, Post
tech writers say. A15

THE REGION

In Virginia, the Young-
kin administration qui-
etly pulled resources for
LGBTQ+ youths from

the state health depart-
ment’s website. B1
Victims of D.C.’s deadly
start to July include an
Afghan refugee, a high
school teacher from
Kentucky and a college
student on break. B1
Legislation may allow
D.C. to build a Washing-
ton Commanders sta-
dium at the decrepit
RFK Stadium site. B1
Ajudgeruledthata
Montgomery County
woman accused of let-
ting her child waste away
and die can be released
from jail ahead of her
trial, which is set to start
in March. B1
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CORRECTIONS

e An article in the July 6 Style
section about psychedelics
legislation incorrectly used the
word “hearing” instead of
“healing” in a quote from
lobbyist Tom Rodgers. The
correct quote is: “Anything that
advances empirical research
and healing, we are totally
supportive of.”

e An article from Consumer
Reports in the July 4 Health &
Science section about tips to
address tiredness incorrectly
said that people over 65 should
strive to consume 0.45 to 0.55
grams of protein per kilogram of
body weight daily. It should
have said 0.45 to 0.55 grams of
protein per pound of body
weight daily. The article also
incorrectly said that muscles
lose 10 to 15 percent of their size
and strength every year after
age 50. The article should have
said that muscles typically lose 1
to 3 percent of their strength
every year after age 60.

o A listing of recently sold
homes that appeared in the
Fairfax edition of the June 8
Local Living section incorrectly
said the home at 11234 Harbor
Ct. in Reston had been sold. The
home had not been sold.

The Washington Post is committed to
correcting errors that appear in the
newspaper. Those interested in
contacting the paper for that purpose
can:

Email: corrections@washpost.com.
Call: 202-334-6000, and ask to be
connected to the desk involved —
National, Foreign, Metro, Style, Sports,
Business or any of the weekly sections.
Comments can be directed to The
Post’s reader advocate, who can be
reached at 202-334-7582 or
readers@washpost.com.

Download The
Washington Post app

Stay informed with award-winning
national and international news,
PLUS complete local news coverage
of the D.C. metro area. Create
customized news alerts, save
articles for offline reading in My
Post, browse the daily print edition
and scroll through our the Discover
tab to find stories that interest you.
Free to download on the App Store
and Play Store, subscribers enjoy
unlimited access.

Federal prosecutors on Trump case face threats

PROSECUTORS FROM A1l

“to assess and respond to such
threats.”

Experts in political extremism
say organized threats of violence
against government institutions
are generally down since the Jan.
6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capi-
tol, in part because people have
realized they could face legal
consequences for taking action.

At the same time, experts say
they frequently observe violent
rhetoric targeting people who
are blamed for undermining the
former president — not just
prosecutors involved in the crim-
inal investigations surrounding
Trump but also swing-state
election workers refuting false
claims of voter fraud.

Far-right Trump supporters
are posting the names of pros-
ecutors and government workers
online and yelling them at dem-
onstrations, threatening them
and sometimes revealing details
about their personal lives, the
experts said.

At the Justice Department,
officials have responded by
trying to keep the names of
prosecutors and agents working
the Trump cases from becoming
public in official documents,
congressional hearings and less
formal conversations about the
case.

That’s a tricky task, given that
prosecutors’ names are listed in
public court filings, and their
names and information about
witnesses are accessible to
Trump as a defendant in the case.
The former president has written
social media posts directly at-
tacking people involved in inves-
tigating him, including special
counsel Jack Smith and the New
York state judge handling a sepa-
rate criminal indictment against
Trump.

The Justice Department and
the FBI have also faced sustained
criticism from some Republican
members of Congress, who are
demanding accountability from
law enforcement as they decry
the investigations into Trump as
partisan. Such critiques are often
amplified in conservative news
outlets and on social media.

Top Justice Department
officials, including Smith, FBI
Director Christopher A. Wray
and Attorney General Merrick
Garland, have long had security
details, and officials are dis-
patching security to other per-
sonnel as needed, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

Last August, in the days after
federal agents executed the
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Former president Donald Trump’s motorcade leaves the federal courthouse in Miami after his initial court appearance June 13 on charges
he mishandled classified documents. Security was heavy for the arraignment, and online threats did not materialize into any violence.

court-approved search of Mar-a-
Lago, Trump’s Florida home and
private club, violent threats
against law enforcement surged.
A gunman attempted to breach
an FBI field office in Ohio and,
after a police chase and six-hour
standoff, was shot dead. A Penn-
sylvania man was arrested and
charged with threatening to Kkill
FBI agents.

The agents involved in the
Aug. 8 search, some of whose
names became public when an
unredacted version of the search
warrant began circulating on-
line, also received targeted
threats.

On Aug. 17, Justice Depart-
ment officials heard rumors that
CNN reporters would be releas-
ing security footage they ob-
tained from Trump that showed
agents searching Mar-a-Lago, ac-
cording to internal emails that
the FBI made public earlier this
year. The emails show Justice
officials discussing strategies on
how they could emphasize to
Trump’s team and CNN the safe-
ty risks of releasing the video
without blurring faces or identi-
fying features of the agents.

After those discussions, a Jus-
tice Department employee wrote
in another email that he had
learned CNN did not actually
have the footage, and no such
video has become public.

Experts who monitor online
message boards used by the far
right said that even though gen-
eral threats are currently not at
the high levels experienced after
the Mar-a-Lago search, law en-
forcement should continue to
turn out in force for Trump’s
court appearances and other
events to deter any potential
violence.

They said many extremists
have grown more cautious about
taking action, based on the
prosecution of upward of 1,000
people who stormed the Capitol
in 2021.

“Trump burned a lot of his
supporters. They felt he wasn’t
supportive enough of those ar-
rested on Jan. 6. They have
soured and are less likely to go
out and be violent on behalf of
Trump,” said Rachel Kleinfeld, a
political violence researcher at
the nonprofit Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace.

Law enforcement ramped up
security preparations ahead of
Trump’s first appearance in a
Miami courthouse in June, not-
ing online threats and fearful
that a gathering of far-right ex-
tremists could lead to potentially
violent protests.

No significant crowd material-
ized. The relatively small group
of pro-Trump demonstrators was
peaceful and outnumbered by
security and members of the
media.

“Rather than seeing these gi-
ant swells of activity we are
seeing a smaller subset of indi-
viduals — which is already in a
smaller subset of Americans —
drilling down in a particularly
intense way to find individual
people to take out their anger
on,” said Jared Holt, a researcher
at the Institute for Strategic
Dialogue, a counterextremism
think tank. “It’s too risky for
them to go into the streets right
now. Every time they do — even a
little bit — there’s huge media
frenzy and huge police presence.”

Peter Simi, a sociologist at
Chapman University in Califor-
nia who monitors extremism,

said right-wing message boards
have recently focused more on
“grooming” — the false belief
that teaching children about sex-
ual identity and gender identity
makes them primed for sexual
abuse — than on Trump’s federal
indictment.

He noted that while the Mar-a-
Lago search last summer was
unannounced and unexpected,
there was extensive speculation
about Trump facing criminal
charges in the classified docu-
ments case before the indict-
ment was filed.

At a judicial conference last
week, FBI Director Wray said
that attacks on the Justice De-
partment for its charging deci-
sions are “not healthy” and “not
productive.”

“I’ll sleep just fine at night if
the talking heads and the arm-
chair quarterbacks are reduced
to complaining about the re-
sults,” he added. “As long as we
can stand behind the profession-
alism, the objectivity and the
rigor of the investigation itself.”

Rachel Weiner and Hannah Allam
contributed to this report.

Trump aide Walt Nauta plea

He appears at brief
hearing in Miami, along
with new Florida lawyer

BY SHAYNA JACOBS
AND DEVLIN BARRETT

MIAMI — Donald Trump’s per-
sonal aide, Waltine “Walt” Nauta,
pleaded not guilty Thursday to
charges he schemed with his boss
to hide classified documents from
authorities at Mar-a-Lago, the
former president’s Florida resi-
dence and private club.

The government has accused
Nauta, 40, of moving boxes con-
taining top-secret government
materials at Mar-a-Lago for the
former president and then help-
ing hide the documents from fed-
eral officials who demanded them
back.

The arraignment in Miami fed-
eral court had been postponed
from last month because Nauta
did not have the necessary local
Florida attorney to help represent
him. Nauta’s plea was entered by
his D.C.-based lawyer, Stan Wood-
ward, and they were joined by his
new local lawyer, Sasha Dadan.
Trump pleaded not guilty on
June 13.

Nauta was present at the brief
hearing before U.S. Magistrate
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‘Walt Nauta, left, arrives for his arraignment Thursday with his D.C.-based attorney, Stan Woodward.
Also attending was his new local lawyer, Sasha Dadan, a former public defender based in Fort Pierce.

Judge Edwin G. Torres, after miss-
ing one a week earlier because his
flight was repeatedly delayed. He
spoke only once in court, answer-
ing “Yes, Your Honor” when the
judge asked him if he had re-
viewed the charges against him.

A loyal body man to Trump in
the White House who continued
to work for the former president
in Florida, Nauta was indicted
along with Trump on five crimi-
nal charges, including conspiracy
to obstruct justice, concealing a
document and scheming to con-
ceal a material fact in a federal
investigation.

Nauta was also charged with
lying to the FBI, and Trump was
charged with 31 counts of mis-
handling national defense infor-
mation and one count of causing
false statements to be made. Nau-
ta faces up to 20 years in prison if
convicted of the most serious
charge against him.

It’s unclear when Trump and
Nauta’s trial will begin. Judge
Aileen M. Cannon, the federal
judge in Florida assigned to over-
see the case, set a trial date in

August, but that is highly unlikely
to happen, given the expected
pretrial legal wrangling, includ-
ing over how classified informa-
tion will be handled in court.
Special counsel Jack Smith has
sought a December trial date, and
Trump’s lawyers are expected to
argue for a different timetable in
court filings next week.

Under federal law, cases that
use classified materials as evi-
dence require additional pretrial
proceedings to ensure that the
jury and defense attorneys can
view the evidence while protect-
ing the nation’s secrets. Prosecu-
tors said in a filing last month
that Trump’s attorneys do not
have the required security clear-
ance.

Another hearing is scheduled
next week in the case, though
Nauta’s lawyers have previously
said they will seek a postpone-
ment because of unrelated sched-
uling conflicts.

Dadan is a former public de-
fender whose law practice is cen-
tered in Fort Pierce, where the
Trump trial is likely to be held,

more than 100 miles north of
Miami. She still must complete
some paperwork to continue
serving as local counsel in the
Nauta case, Torres said Thursday.
Her website lists her main areas
of practice as criminal defense,
family law, personal injury and
traffic tickets, and she does not
appear to have experience in na-
tional security cases.

Late Wednesday, authorities
unsealed additional portions of a
search warrant affidavit used to
get court approval to search Mar-
a-Lago last summer. The search
uncovered more than 100 docu-
ments and paved the way for
Trump’s indictment last month
on charges of mishandling na-
tional security secrets.

A Trump spokesman said in a
statement that the former presi-
dent “has consistently been in full
compliance with the Presidential
Records Act, which is the only law
that applies to Presidents and
their records.” The statement ac-
cused the Justice Department of
rejecting Trump’s offer of cooper-
ation.

ds not guilty in documents case

The new version of the affidavit
still keeps a number of investiga-
tive details secret. But it reveals
more about what agents had
learned by the time they executed
the Aug. 8 search, including spe-
cifics of how security camera foot-
age captured Nauta — who is
named in the indictment but not
the affidavit — moving boxes both
before and after he was ques-
tioned by the FBI.

Investigators issued a subpoe-
na in June 2022 for security cam-
era footage around a storage
room area where Trump kept doz-
ens of boxes, many of which alleg-
edly contained classified docu-
ments. The digital footage was
turned over to the government in
early July of last year, and the
affidavit makes clear that the ma-
terial boosted the investigation.

The affidavit says the footage
showed that on May 24, Witness 5
— a person described in the in-
dictment as Nauta — was ob-
served carrying three boxes in-
side Mar-a-Lago. Two days later,
Nauta was interviewed by FBI
agents.

At the time, the Justice Depart-
ment was awaiting a response
from Trump’s legal team to a
grand jury subpoena, which
sought the return to the govern-
ment of any additional docu-
ments with classified markings.

The newly unsealed portion of
the affidavit says the surveillance
footage shows that four days after
the FBI interview, Nauta moved
“approximately fifty Bankers box-
es” out of a storage room.

On June 2 — just a day before
FBI officials were to arrive at
Mar-a-Lago to collect documents
in response to the subpoena —
security camera footage shows
Nauta “moving twenty-five to
thirty boxes, some of which were
brown cardboard boxes and oth-
ers of which were Bankers boxes,”
back to the storage room, a newly
unsealed part of the affidavit says.

That is a key distinction for
investigators, because it allegedly
shows that Nauta, apparently at
Trump’s direction, moved more
boxes out of the storage room
than were brought back.

Barrett reported from Washington.
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Thousands hear Alaskan village’s plea to save its school
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Social media pitch
to get enough students
for funding goes viral

BY MAHAM JAVAID

When leaders in the shrinking
Alaskan fishing village of Karluk
made a plea on social media ask-
ing two families with three to four
children each to move to the Last
Frontier state to save their cher-
ished school, they did not expect
thousands of responses to pourin.

“We have been bombarded with
phone calls, and overwhelmed
with emails,” Alicia Andrews, the
president of the Karluk Tribal
Council, told The Washington
Post. “For years, we have been
trying to save our school and our
community, and now it seems we
have a solution.”

The advertisement that quickly
spread on social media promises
families willing to relocate a year
with all their expenses paid, a
picturesque landscape, a three- or
four-bedroom home, and fishing,
kayaking and camping adven-
tures. The new residents will also
be presented with employment
opportunities in the village of 37
people living along the western
shore of Kodiak Island, which is
reachable by a nearly 10-hour fer-
ryride from mainland Alaska — or
two airplane rides from Anchor-
age.

If the village succeeds in in-
creasing its student population to
10, it will qualify for state funding
by clearing a head count mandat-
ed by law in Alaska since 1998.
This will allow the two students
currently there, a brother and a
sister who are 11 and 10 years old,
to have peers and certified teach-
ers, and it will prevent the Kodiak
Island Borough from boarding up
the school building or passing fi-
nancial responsibility of keeping
the facility open to the tribal coun-
cil.

School buildings in rural Alaska
serve as more than classrooms;
they are gathering places for

birthday parties, a space where
travelers and locals can spend the
night when homes can’t be heated,
computer and internet hubs, and
community centers.

The Karluk school building,
which lost its state funding in
2018, lost funding from the bor-
ough last month, leaving the criti-
cal community structure’s fate in
the hands of the tribal council.

For the council, it is economi-
cally more viable to support two
families until they become self-
sufficient than to run the school
building on its own in the long
term. The council received rough-
ly 5,000 responses from families
across the United States and other
countries. These families will now
receive application forms that the
council hopes to process in the
coming months.

If no families are up to the task
of relocating to Karluk, the school
building will be one more casualty
in a state facing a crisis in educa-
tion funding. Schools — both as
education centers and cultural
hubs — permanently shutting
down are often the first signs of a
struggling village in Alaska, edu-
cation advocates said, adding that
a school shutdown encourages
those remaining in the village to
leave.

Karluk was not always strug-
gling to keep its school building
open; it was once a salmon boom
town. In 1890, Karluk was inhabit-
ed by 1,123 people, half of whom
were Chinese, brought to the com-
munity as cannery workers to help
process salmon. In the past 50
years, the population has notrisen
beyond 99 people.

State Sen. Loki Tobin (D) said
rural communities in Alaska, like
Karluk, are disappearing because
of climate change, the rising cost
of energy and the changing nature
of work. That is why, she told The
Post, she is “delighted” that Kar-
luk’s advertisement has generated
so much interest.

Karluk’s school stopped receiv-
ing state funding in 2018 when its
student population fell to eight
students; however, the borough
kept paying the building fees,
keeping the space open for com-

ALISTAIR GARDINER/KODIAK DAILY MIRROR

An aerial shot of Karluk, Alaska. The school in Karluk stopped receiving state funding in 2018 when its
student population dropped too low. The borough had been paying the building fees until last month.

“The school is a big part
of the community in
Karluk. It’s important
Jor the morale of the
village, for the two
students who deserve
to have peers and fully
functional school,
and it’s where we meet
and gather.”

Kathryn Reft,
secretary and treasurer for
the Karluk Tribal Council

munity purposes and informal
schooling.

“It’s common that even after a
school loses funding, the school
building is not boarded up,” said
Andrews, the president of the Kar-
luk Tribal Council. “They keep the
building in the hope that the pop-
ulation will rise again. It’s very
expensive to reinstate a school
once the building is boarded up.”

Previously, villages struggling
to meet the 10-student minimum
have sought families with chil-
dren at homeless and women’s
shelters, but a viral ad on social
media appears to be the first of its
kind, say Karluk residents and
officials.

“I can’t fault anyone for trying
an outside-the-box approach to
improve outcomes for their kids,”
said Dave Johnson, president of
the Kodiak Island Borough School
District Board of Education. “Our

people are desperate for people to
come up with creative solutions.”

Johnson said Alaska Gov. Mike
Dunleavy (R) appears “downright
hostile to public education.” Dun-
leavy did not return a request for
comment.

“The governor just vetoed over
half of the increase in student
funding that the legislature ap-
proved, which has cut our budget
to the absolute bare minimum,’
Johnson said. This contributed to
the borough deciding to shut
down the school building, he add-
ed.

Dunleavy vetoed $87.5 million
from the state’s public school
funding in June, according to
Alaska Public Media. School dis-
tricts in the state have faced flat
funding for six years while also
dealing with inflation, leaving
Alaskan educators lobbying for
more resources.

Johnson acknowledged that re-
instating a rural school is not an
easy task, but said the school dis-
trict is committed and will do
everything in its power to be ready
for the next school term.

The biggest hurdle, however,
will be in finding teachers willing
and able to live and work in Kar-
luk, which rests on the largest
island in an archipelago stretch-
ing out from Alaska proper.

“That is what keeps me up at
night, finding the teacher,” he said.
“Educators may agree to come, but
many don’t even last the school
year in a remote, rural setting.”

The tribal council told The Post
that some of those who have re-
sponded to their call have been
teachers with families. Johnson
said that would be an ideal solu-
tion, but he can’t bet on it working
out.

The teacher shortage that’s
gripping the nation is heightened
in Alaska because of a lack of a
pension program and “criminally
low salaries,” Johnson said.

Still, there are those who have
stayed committed.

Since the Karluk school was
shut down in 2018, teaching aide
Joyce Jones has stayed on, teach-
ing eight students at first,and now
only two. When the school was
shut down for seven years in the
early 2000s because the student
population dwindled below 10, it
was Jones who taught the stu-
dents by herself until the school
reopened and the certified teach-
ers returned, said Kathryn Reft,
the secretary and treasurer for the
council.

“The school is a big part of the
community in Karluk,” Reft said.
“It’s important for the morale of
the village, for the two students
who deserve to have peers and
fully functional school, and it’s
where we meet and gather.”

Johnson agrees that a village’s
school serves as a symbol for the
social health of the village itself.

“Once the school goes, it feels
like the village is kind of on the
brink,” he said. “Look athow much
effort Karluk is putting in getting
their school back. They don’t want
to see their community fall apart.”
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FDA fully approves drug that modestly slows Alzheimer’s

ALZHEIMER’S FROM A1l

Thursday. The health program
for older Americans declined to
pay for the drug outside of
clinical trials after it received
accelerated approval. But Medi-
care said the treatment would be
covered once it received full FDA
approval — as long as prescribers
participate in registries that col-
lect evidence about how Legem-
bi works in the real world.

Legembi, which is given intra-
venously every other week, is for
early-stage patients with mild
cognitive impairment or early
dementia caused by Alzheimer’s,
and a confirmed buildup of amy-
loid in their brains.

The FDA said the drug’s label
will include a “boxed warning”
highlighting safety issues. That
warning, sometimes called a
“black box,” says that Legembi,
and other members of a new
class of anti-amyloid drugs, can
cause brain swelling and bleed-
ing. The side effect, called ARIA
— amyloid-related imaging ab-
normalities — usually is asymp-
tomatic and managed safely. But
life-threatening incidents can oc-
cur in rare cases, the FDA said.

Three patient deaths in an
extended portion of Leqembi’s
main trial were thought to be
linked to the drug. About 21
percent of trial participants who
received the drug experienced
ARIA, but only a small percent-
age had symptoms. About 9 per-
cent of those who received the
placebo had the side effect.

The boxed warning also says
that patients with two copies of a
genetic variant that increases the
risk of developing Alzheimer’s —
called APOE4 — appear to be at
considerably higher risk of com-
plications from Legembi. The
FDA recommended, but did not
require, that genetic testing oc-
cur before a patient receives the
drug.

The FDA in other instructions
urges physicians to use caution
in prescribing Leqembi to people
on blood thinners. Some clinics
have said they don’t plan to give
the drug to people on blood
thinners because of concerns
about possible bleeding in the
brain.

Legembi, from the pharma-
ceutical company Eisai in Tokyo
and Biogen in Cambridge, Mass.,
is a monoclonal antibody, or
lab-made protein, that targets
amyloid beta in the brain. It is
not a cure and does not restore
memories ravaged by the fatal
neurodegenerative disease. But
many neurologists say having a
drug that slows Alzheimer’s,
even modestly, is a milestone
after years of failed drug trials.

Nevertheless, the drug’s side
effects, and its $26,500-a-year
price tag, have generated contro-
versy about the medication, also
called lecanemab. Some doctors
are skeptical, saying the drug is
not effective enough. Others
doubt amyloid is the root cause
of Alzheimer’s.

Jerry Avorn, professor of med-
icine at Harvard Medical School,
worries patients will wrongly
expect the medication to im-

prove their memory and think-
ing skills. “That’s untrue,” he
said. “It will just make Grandma
forget a tiny bit less.” And he
noted that patients who get the
drug will have to undergo multi-
ple brain scans and make fre-
quent trips to infusion centers,
which could be a burden.

Some skeptics have said pa-
tients might not notice the ef-
fects of the drug. In an editorial
last December, after the results
from the pivotal trial were re-
leased, the British medical jour-
nal Lancet said the drug’s impact
might “not be clinically mean-
ingful” and urged physicians to
highlight reducing risk factors
for dementia such as hyperten-
sion, smoking, diabetes and
obesity.

But Ivan Cheung, chairman
and CEO of Eisai in the United
States, said in an interview
Thursday that the data clearly
shows the drug is “clinically
meaningful” for patients and
also provides “societal value” to
caregivers and families. He said
the approval Thursday was a
“triumph” for patients, families
and those who treat Alzheimer’s
after decades of hard work and
dashed hopes.

Keith Vossel, director of the
Alzheimer’s center at UCLA, said
he was excited about Leqgembi,
calling it “a breakthrough scien-
tifically.”

But he added that dementia
experts would have to carefully
explain the medication’s benefits
and risks. Usually, initial visits
with patients last about an hour,
but “just a discussion on Legem-
bi could take 30 minutes because
it requires a lengthy discussion
of how the drug works, and what
that means,” he said.

“This gives people more
months of recognizing
their spouse, children

and grandchildren. This
also means more time
Jor a person to drive
safely, accurately and
promptly take care of
Jamily finances, and

participate fully in
hobbies and interests.”

Joanne Pike, president and CEO
of the Alzheimer’s Association

Vossel said the clinic would
have an “amyloid infusion core”
of experts to review patients who
meet the initial screening re-
quirements to ensure the drug is
appropriate. He said the group
would operate like a “tumor
board” does for cancer cases.

Two years ago, the FDA grant-
ed accelerated approval to an-
other antibody drug -called
Aduhelm. Some of the trial data
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Jay Reinstein, who was diagnosed with early-onset Alzheimer’s disease five years ago, hopes to be eligible for Leqembi. The drug’s
$26,500-a-year price tag and its side effects, which can include brain bleeds and swelling, have generated controversy.

indicated that medication
slowed Alzheimer’s, but the in-
formation was so confusing and
contradictory that Aduhelm
failed in the marketplace and
never received traditional ap-
proval.

More than 6.5 million Ameri-
cans are living with Alzheimer’s
— and that number does not
include many people with mild
cognitive impairment who often
are not diagnosed.

Pamela Spicer, therapy area
director at Citeline, a company
that tracks global drug develop-
ment, predicted the initial de-
mand for Legembi would be
subdued. “The rollout is not
going to be immediate,” she said.
Even at academic medical cen-
ters, where the drug is likely to be
offered, it might take months for
doctors to establish safety proto-
cols and learn how to secure
Medicare coverage for patients.

The Medicare requirement
that patients and providers en-
rollin registries has been harshly
criticized by some advocacy
groups, including the Alzheim-
er’s Association. They say some
doctors might not want to take
part in a registry, curbing access
for patients. In the past, such
registries have mostly been used
for complex medical devices, not
drugs.

But many physicians say gath-
ering data about how Legembi
affects patients could prove help-
ful in answering questions and is
not a significant burden.

In a statement Thursday,
Chiquita Brooks-LaSure, admin-
istrator of the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Services, said,
“With FDA’s decision, CMS will
cover this medication broadly

while continuing to gather data
that will help us understand how
the drug works.”

Even with Medicare coverage,
patients could face thousands of
dollars in drug bills; typically
patients are responsible for 20
percent of the cost of infused
drugs.

And it is not clear whether
other tests, including genetic
ones, will be covered.

Most patients who are likely to
get the drug are expected to be in
Medicare because of their age or,
if they are younger than 65,
because they are receiving Social
Security disability benefits.

The Department of Veterans
Affairs already covers the drug,
although not for people who
have two copies of the APOE4
gene. Private insurers often fol-
low Medicare’s lead.

John Driscoll, 80, who lives in
Manhattan Beach, Calif., has
been getting Leqembi for three
years as part of the trial, called
Clarity AD.

At first, he received infusions
but now injects himself in the
thigh as part of a study to test
self-administration, a formula-
tion not yet approved by the
FDA.

Driscoll, who is being treated
at UCLA, said he believes the
drug, along with the support of a
large and loving family, is slow-
ing his decline, though he does
not know by how much. “My
memory loss now is not over-
whelming,” he said.

But he acknowledges the drug
will not keep him from getting
worse.

“I’'m choosing not to pout or
cry about it,” he said. “I just keep
going forward.”

Laurie Scherrer of Albertville,
Ala., who was diagnosed with
early-onset Alzheimer’s a decade
ago at age 55, said she had a bad
experience with Aricept, which
treats symptoms such as confu-
sion, and is not interested in
Legembi.

“I have found that having a
purpose and a positive attitude
and mind-set, and getting exer-
cise and fresh air, has worked
better than any drug could,” said
Scherrer, who is on the board of
an organization called Dementia
Action Alliance that runs sup-
port groups and activities for
people with dementia. “A drug
does not get you up out of the
recliner.”

Another anti-amyloid drug, by
Eli Lilly, is on the horizon. The
company is expected to release
details of the data from its main
clinical trial for donanemab this
month, and may get FDA approv-
al at the end of the year or early
next year.

The arrival of two anti-amy-
loid drugs could mean billions of
dollars in additional Medicare
spending, analysts say, but the
exact cost depends on how many
patients receive them, which is
not known.

Eisai has forecast that 100,000
people will be eligible to receive
Legembi or a similar drug after
three years, but many analysts
say the estimate is too low.

Amyloid is thought to be one
factor — although not the only
one — that contributes to Al-
zheimer’s. Clinical trials also are
testing drugs that target inflam-
mation and tau tangles, another
characteristic signature of Al-
zheimer’s.

To be eligible for Legembi,

patients will need evidence they
have a buildup of amyloid in
their brains — as determined by
lumbar punctures, also known as
spinal taps, or by costly PET
scans generally not covered by
Medicare.

Joanne Pike, president and
CEO of the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion, which has been pressing
Medicare to provide unfettered
coverage of Leqembi, said people
should not underestimate the
value of even a few months of
slower decline.

“This gives people more
months of recognizing their
spouse, children and grandchil-
dren,” Pike said in a statement.
“This also means more time for a
person to drive safely, accurately
and promptly take care of family
finances, and participate fully in
hobbies and interests.”

Avorn, of Harvard, views it
differently and plans a “demar-
keting” campaign to highlight
the drawbacks of Leqgembi. He
hopes to discourage primary-
care doctors from referring pa-
tients to memory clinics to get
Legembi.

“If this were an improvement,
I would say, ‘Hooray, let’s do it,”
Avorn added. “But once people
see it is a modest slowing of
decline, people will weigh it
more carefully.”

University of Kansas neurolo-
gist Jeffrey M. Burns acknowl-
edged that doctors need more
information about how the drug
works.

“It may be an incremental
change or a huge step forward,”
he said. “But it is a whole new
era. Finding patients who might
respond is a whole new way of
going after the disease.”

Gene editing helps crack a 100-year-old mystery about drivers of cancer

Study puts attention on
an old-fashioned idea
— extra chromosomes

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

Researchers using modern
gene-editing tools have discov-
ered that the intuition of scien-
tists from more than a century
ago was right: Cells with unusual
numbers of chromosomes are
drivers of cancer.

The study, published Thursday
in the journal Science, renews
scientific attention on an old-
fashioned idea, one that could
point toward new ways to target
cancer cells with drugs.

Scientists first noticed the phe-
nomenon when examining can-
cer cells under a microscope in
the early 1900s. They observed
that, as cancer cells multiplied,
some ended up with too many
chromosomes, structures that we
now know carry genes. Others
wound up with too few.

The jarring observation led a
German embryologist to propose
that aberrant numbers of chro-
mosomes weren’t just a hallmark
of cancer — perhaps they were
causing it. The idea largely fell out
of favor as scientists began to
discover dozens of individual
genes that caused cancer and de-
veloped drugs to target them.

But cancer cells’ chromosomal
disorder remained an in-your-
face oddity — a common thread in
90 percent of cancers. Everyone
knew it was there; no one was

sure why or what it meant.

“It was indeed overlooked to
some extent, and the reason for
that is it was just really challeng-
ing to study,” said Uri Ben-David,
an associate professor of human
molecular genetics and biochem-
istry at Tel Aviv University who
was not involved in the new study.
“For many decades, it was kind of
ignored. It was like an elephant in
the cancer research room.”

In the new study, scientists
have figured out how to tackle the
mystery using a clever CRISPR
hack. Their work showed that
without extra chromosomes, cer-
tain cancer cells can no longer
seed tumors in animals.

Cause or downstream effect?

Humans have 23 pairs of chro-
mosomes, long threadlike struc-
tures made up of DNA and pro-
tein that carry our genes. Normal-
ly when cells divide, chromo-
somes make copies of themselves
and then separate tidily and sym-
metrically into new cells. But in
cancer, this choreography goes
helter-skelter, and cells end up
with abnormal numbers of chro-
mosomes.

For decades, a classic conun-
drum in science stymied research
into this phenomenon: Were the
aberrations the cause of cancer, or
simply a sign that things had
already gone haywire in the cell?
Back then, chromosomes weren’t
easy to add or remove, so scien-
tists searching for answers had to
rely largely on intriguing correla-
tions.

One study exposed melanoma
cells to a chemical that further
disrupted their chromosomes;

—

MATT BRADBURY/YALE UNIVERSITY

In the study, scientists figured out how to tackle the issue using a clever CRISPR hack. Their work
showed that without extra chromosomes, certain cancer cells can no longer seed tumors in animals.

those cells were faster to develop
resistance to a targeted drug, sug-
gesting that chromosomal abnor-
malities might play a role in can-
cer’s ability to thwart drugs. An-
other study found that the more
chromosomally unstable a pa-
tient’s tumor cells were, the more
likely their cancer was aggressive
and their prognosis poor.

Again, the question of cause
and effect loomed: Could it be
that chromosomal disruption was
playing a role in those cancers, or
was it only a downstream effect?

With the invention of CRISPR
gene editing technology a decade
ago, scientists gained the ability
to add, delete or tweak genes. But
deleting a whole chromosome is a
different matter.

To do full-scale chromosome
engineering, Jason Sheltzer, a
cancer biologist at Yale School of
Medicine, and his team had to
deploy a CRISPR hack. First, they
inserted a gene from the herpes
virus onto a cancer cell’s extra
chromosomes. Initially, they
chose chromosome 1q, which is

one of the first to gain or lose extra
copies during the development of
breast cancer.

They then used a herpes treat-
ment, ganciclovir, to target the
modified chromosomes. The
technique killed the cells with
extra copies, leaving behind can-
cer cells with normal numbers of
chromosomes.

When they tried to grow tu-
mors from this subpopulation of
cancer cells, they found that the
cells were no longer capable of
seeding tumors in a petri dish or

in live mice.

To Sheltzer, this was clear evi-
dence that extra chromosomes
weren’t just an effect, but a driver
of the disease.

“It has a central role,” Sheltzer
said.

New ways to attack

For now, the techniqueis atool,
not a therapy. It’s not yet feasible
to think about restoring normal
numbers of chromosomes in can-
cer cells as a way of staving off the
disease.

But it may point toward a dif-
ferent way to target cancer in the
future. Genetic understanding of
cancer has led to therapies that
target specific mutations that
drive its progression. But cancer
is a wily foe and often develops
resistance to any one therapeutic
approach.

The recognition that extra
chromosomes are crucial to driv-
ing cancer means researchers can
attack from a new direction: find-
ing and Kkilling cells that contain
extra chromosomes.

Because chromosomes contain
hundreds or thousands of genes,
such an approach could expand
the number of targets. Even if the
cancer eventually became “resis-
tant” to such a drug by losing its
extra chromosomes, the study
suggests that doing so might also
squash its cancer-causing ability.

In essence, the extra chromo-
some becomes a new therapeutic
vulnerability, Sheltzer said. Be-
cause the cells have all this other
genetic material, such cells may
“become sensitive to drugs target-
ingagene, evenifithasnothingto
do with cancer”
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Hudson tunnel project will receive largest U.S. transit grant ever awarded

Crucial commuter rail
link between N.Y., N.J.
is set to get $6.9 billion

BY Luz LAzo

The Biden administration is
awarding a $6.9 billion grant to
help build a long-planned pas-
senger rail tunnel between New
York and New Jersey, federal
transportation officials an-
nounced Thursday, part of a
critical connection to the rest of
the Northeast Corridor.

The tunnel is part of a
$16.1 billion overhaul of a section
of rail that carries Amtrak and
commuter lines into and out of
Manhattan, the nation’s busiest
transit corridor. The plan also
calls for the revitalization of the
112-year-old tunnel, which was
severely damaged by Superstorm
Sandy in 2012.

“This is a giant leap forward,”
Senate Majority Leader Charles
E. Schumer (D-NY.) tweeted
while marking the grant from the
Federal Transit Administration
— the largest federal transit
grant ever awarded.

The funding provides a path to
construction for the new tunnel
and rehabilitation of the existing
tunnel to create a four-track
system between New Jersey and
Manhattan’s Penn Station, proj-
ect officials say. That expansion

is critical to eliminating one of
the biggest Dbottlenecks in
Amtrak’s Washington-to-New
York corridor — the only crossing
for passenger trains from New
Jersey into the nation’s largest
city.

Brian Fritsch, of the Regional
Plan Association, a nonprofit
that promotes projects in the
New York metro area, said the
federal funding guarantees con-
struction will begin this year on
both sides of the river. It also
brings the project closer to being
fully funded, Fritsch said.

“By advancing into the Engi-
neering Phase, the project moves
from planning to reality, ensur-
ing we will build the 21st-century
transportation system that our
environment needs, that our na-
tion’s economy relies on, and that
trans-Hudson riders deserve,” he
said in a statement.

Despite upgrades in recent
decades, the crossing — used by
more than 400 passenger trains
each weekday — has not kept up
with modern rail technology. At
more than a century old, it is
showing its age.

The concrete lining of the two
single-track tunnels is worn. Wa-
ter saturation has undermined
the ground beneath the track
ballast. The tunnel size creates a
tight squeeze for modern train
operations. Saltwater from Su-
perstorm Sandy ravaged the elec-
trical system, leading to signal
problems that delay hundreds of
thousands of passengers on com-

muter and intercity trains.

In January, the project was
awarded a $292 million federal
grant, which project officials said
would be used to build an exten-
sion of the concrete tunnel cas-
ing on the New York side.

The 2.4-mile Hudson River
Tunnel will be built by boring a
trench and lowering precon-
structed, sealed segments of con-
crete into the water. Some sec-
tions could be as much as 250
feet deep. After the new tunnel is
built, officials will close the old
tunnel for rehabilitation. Once
both are open, commuter and
passenger rail capacity will
greatly increase.

Work on the new tunnel and
overhaul of the existing tunnel
are expected to take about a
decade. Early construction work
is expected this year with major
construction beginning in 2024,
officials said.

The Federal Transit Adminis-
tration said it expects a funding
commitment to the project of
$6.88 billion, subject to annual
congressional appropriations.

The project — one of the
largest in American history —
will create 72,000 jobs in the
New York region and eventually
improve more than 200,000
commuter trips daily, the FTA
said. In 2020, commuters were
delayed more than 210 hours in
the tunnel because of mainte-
nance issues, according to a
Northeast Corridor Commission
study.
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President Biden arrives at the construction site of the Hudson River Tunnel in New York on Jan. 31.
A new tunnel is being built, and the existing one is being rehabilitated.

The Gateway Development
Commission, which coordinates
the project, said last year that it
would seek more federal grants
to reduce the reliance on other
financing and ultimately bring
down costs. Stephen Sigmund,
spokesman for the commission,
said Thursday that the group was
“thrilled” by the injection of
federal money.

The commission on Thursday
said it had received a letter from
the FTA upgrading the project to
the engineering phase of its Capi-
tal Investment Grants program.
The move clears the way for the
project to receive the vast majori-
ty of the federal funding needed
for construction, the commission
said.

Amtrak, which owns the exist-

ing tunnel, welcomed the news
as an “important milestone” for
the long-delayed project and ap-
plauded federal and regional
commitments to the plan.

“We are thrilled to be even
closer to the start of major con-
struction on this critical Gateway
Program project,” said Laura Ma-
son, Amtrak’s executive vice
president for capital delivery.

Man gets life sentence for raping 9-year-old who sought abortion in Indiana

BY BEN BRASCH

A man who pleaded guilty to
raping a 9-year-old girl — who
traveled from Ohio to Indiana for
an abortion, stirring national
attention — was sentenced
Wednesday to life in prison.

Gerson Fuentes, 28, took a
plea deal for a sentence of life in
prison with the chance of seek-
ing parole in 25 years. The hear-
ing was live-streamed from court
by the Columbus Dispatch.

Common Pleas Court Judge
Julie Lynch held up her index
finger at Fuentes as she stated
there was no guarantee he would

see a parole board in a quarter
century.

“If that family hadn’t begged
me to take this to a recommenda-
tion, this would never be hap-
pening,” she said.

The young girl’s rape and
abortion drew national interest
last summer, creating a political
flash point weeks after the Su-
preme Court struck down Roe 0.
Wade in June. The child was
taken to Indiana for the pro-
cedure because Ohio, where she
lived, had a trigger law that
implemented a ban on abortions
after the sixth week of pregnancy
as soon as Roe was struck down.

The case was first brought to
public attention when Caitlin
Bernard, an Indiana doctor who
provides abortions, told the Indi-
anapolis Star about a 10-year-old
patient who was six weeks and
three days pregnant, and had
to cross state lines because of
Ohio’s trigger law. (The girl was 9
when she was raped and turned
10 before having the abortion,
according to the Associated
Press.)

Bernard confirmed in the sto-
ry that she had performed an
abortion for the young girl,
thrusting the case — and Ber-
nard’s name and face — into the

national political debate.

Bernard received threats and
harassment, as well as official
scrutiny.

Indiana’s medical license
board deemed that she violated
state and federal privacy laws by
discussing the girl’s case publicly
and fined her $3,000. Indiana’s
attorney general opened an in-
quiry of her actions. At one
point, she said, she considered
filing a defamation suit in re-
sponse.

President Biden spoke out
about the case, saying the child
should not have had to cross
state lines for an abortion. Some

right-wing commentators and
news outlets cast doubt on Ber-
nard’s story or called it a hoax.
But reporters at the Indianapolis
Star and Columbus Dispatch
proved the story was true.
Franklin County Children Ser-
vices notified Columbus police of
a pregnant 10-year-old in late
June 2022, the reporters found.
About a week later, on June 30,
the girl had a medical abortion in
Indianapolis. The girl identified
Fuentes in a police interview and
investigators arrested him July
12 — the same day Ohio Attorney
General Dave Yost (R) told Gan-
nett’s Ohio bureau that “I know

the cops and prosecutors in this
state” and “there is not a damn
scintilla of evidence” the investi-
gation existed.

Dispatch reporter Bethany
Bruner was the sole journalist to
attend Fuentes’s arraignment af-
ter she found a local court docket
entry showing a man would be
charged for the rape of a 10-year-
old.

Indiana’s legislature became
the first in the post-Roe v. Wade
era to pass a ban effectively on all
abortions, according to the Asso-
ciated Press, and the Indiana
Supreme Court upheld the law
Friday.
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A ruling concerning
misinformation ... thal
includes some of ils own

BY PHILIP BUMP

There is theoretical poetry to
the whole thing, a federal judge
ruling on Independence Day that
the government had engaged in
an “Orwellian” suppression of
speech. One envisions fictional
President Bill Pullman using the
moment to reassert the
government’s commitment to the
foundational freedom embodied
in the First Amendment.

But only in theory. The reality
of the injunction — the
immediate effect of which is to
curtail government interactions
with social media companies,
among other things — is thata
right-wing argument about
“censorship” on platforms like
Facebook and Twitter found a
remarkably credulous ally. Little
encompasses that reality better
than the fact that U.S. District
Judge Terry A. Doughty used
inaccurate information in his
argument that the government
shouldn’t actively seek to limit
the spread of inaccurate
information.

In broad strokes, Doughty’s
reasoning is that the government
relentlessly pressured Facebook
and Twitter to tamp down what
the government insisted was false
information, an effort that spread
throughout the administration.
(That the focus is explicitly only
the Biden administration is
telling in its own right.) While the
First Amendment stipulates only
that no law limiting speech can be
introduced, Doughty points to
other precedents, suggesting that
broad efforts to suppress speech
also can trigger First Amendment
concerns.

His articulation of the ways the
White House engaged in this sort
of behavior includes a list of 22
occasions on which staffers
pressured the companies. Most of
the examples appear to be
complaints from former White
House staffer Rob Flaherty about
the speed at which the removal of
false information was taking
place. But there’s also the 22nd
example, one of the few in which

there is an actual purported
threat issued by the White House.

Doughty points to “White
House Communications Director
Kate Bedingfield’s
announcement that ‘the White
House is assessing whether
social-media platforms are legally
liable for misinformation spread
on their platforms, and
examining how misinformation
fits into the liability protection
process by Section 230 of The
Communication Decency Act
This is mentioned earlier in the
ruling, referencing a “July 20,
2021... White House Press
Conference” in which Bedingfield
“stated that the White House
would be announcing whether
social-media platforms are legally
liable for misinformation spread
on their platforms.”

There does not appear to have
been any such news conference.
There are reports of Bedingfield’s
saying that social media
companies “should be held
accountable” if they share
misinformation — but that was
during an interview on MSNBC’s
“Morning Joe.” Bedingfield was
asked whether there mightbe a
review of the companies’
protections under Section 230 of
the Communications Decency
Act, and she said the White House
was “reviewing that.”

This is an important
distinction! Doughty’s
presentation suggests that the
White House was proactively
considering retribution for social
media activity — one of the only
such instances in his ruling. The
quote included in the list of 22
times the White House applied
pressure seems to be invented out
of whole cloth.

In the abstract, thisisa
shocking mistake. In the context
of the ruling overall, though, it
makes sense.

After all, this is a document
that takes seriously the
complaints of defendant Jim Hoft
of the conspiracy website
Gateway Pundit. Like all
Americans, Hoft has the right to
say what he wants. But he and his
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A federal judge ruled in a case about censorship that the government shouldn’t actively seek to limit the spread of inaccurate information
on social media platforms such as Facebook (owned by Meta) and Twitter.

website offer numerous examples
of careless, dishonest claims that
might be good for engagement
but hardly reflect well on
platforms that carry them.

The lawsuit notes that Hoft’s
Twitter account was permanently
banned in February 2021 after it
posted “video footage from
security cameras in Detroit,
Michigan from election night
2020, which showed two delivery
vans driving to a building at 3:30
a.m. with boxes, which were
alleged to contain election
ballots.”

The issue wasn’t that Hoft
shared the video. It’s that his site
claimed, without evidence and
inaccurately, that this was
evidence of fraud. It was not.

Another example of Doughty’s
willingness to assume the worst
comes in his summary of the
treatment of Alex Berenson, a
writer identified justifiably by the
Atlantic in early April 2021 as
“the pandemic’s wrongest man.”
A few weeks later, during a
meeting with Twitter on April 21,
White House officials asked why
Berenson was still allowed to
share false information on the

platform.

“Berenson was suspended
thereafter,” Doughty writes, “on
July 16, 2021, and was
permanently de-platformed on
August 28,2021

The government’s pressure
was so severe that Twitter waited
three months before booting
Berenson.

The defendants in the case
include a wide, wide array of
government actors, a galaxy of
actors that allows the plaintiffs to
accrue a great mountain of
examples of “pressure” being
applied. It worked on Doughty,
with sporadic incidents across
months being presented as an
unwavering effort across
government.

He says as much:

“They flagged posts and
provided information on the type
of posts they wanted suppressed.
They also followed up with
directives to the social-media
companies to provide them with
information as to action the
company had taken with regard
to the flagged post,” the ruling
reads. “This seemingly
unrelenting pressure by

Defendants had the intended
result of suppressing millions of
protected free speech postings by
American citizens.”

This assumes not only that
these anecdotes (which, of course,
Doughty writes might only be “a
representative sample of more
extensive suppressions™)
constituted something consistent
but also that they constituted
coercion. He rejects the idea that
social media companies, spooked
by the backlash after their
platforms were used for rampant
abuse and misinformation during
the 2016 presidential election
might sincerely want to protect
their reputations by uprooting
false claims. Or that they might
sincerely desire not to be vectors
for false claims about a disease
that was killing thousands of
people a day.

There is no question that
government suppression of
speech that conflicts with its
preferred line of argument is
dangerous. But while Doughty
writes “the present case” — really
anumber of cases conflated into
one — “arguably involves the
most massive attack against free

speech in United States’ history,”
he admits only in passing that
freedom of speech is subject to
“well-known exceptions” —
exceptions thatinclude
incitement and, in certain
contexts, the making of false
statements. Even with most of the
examples presented in the ruling,
what’s at issue are instances of
the latter.

But, again, that’s centered on
actions being taken by the
government. In this case, the
purported suppression is one step
removed, manifested through
things like asking that accounts
parodying Anthony S. Fauci be
removed or by Bedingfield’s being
interviewed on “Morning Joe.”

The ruling opens with the
famous quote from Evelyn
Beatrice Hall: “I may disapprove
of what you say, but I would
defend to the death your right to
sayit.”

Except that, as my colleague
Aaron Blake pointed out, the
quote is instead attributed to
Evelyn Beatrice “Hill.” But what’s
the harm of a little false
information when you’re making
apolitical point?
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Record-busting heat blasts Florida, with no end in sight

High humidity adds to
pain, even as state’s
west coast faces drought

BY IAN LIVINGSTON

Florida is in the midst of its
hottest year in modern history,
and there’s little sign of meaning-
ful relief. Even in a state known
for its warm weather, the pro-
longed siege of heat and humidi-
ty is extreme.

Day after day, records for heat
and humidity are being broken,
particularly in the central and
southern parts of the state. And
there’s no clear end to this pat-
tern.

Additional heat records are
predicted across South Florida
over the coming days, while the
entire state will remain hotter
than normal from Key West to
Pensacola.

So far this year, temperatures
have averaged 3 to 5 degrees
above normal in the Sunshine
State. Some of the warmth is
attributable to a very warm Gulf
of Mexico, linked to record-warm
oceans worldwide. And in recent
weeks, a sprawling heat dome
over the state has regularly pro-
duced heat indexes — a measure
of how hot it feels factoring in
humidity — of 100 to 110 degrees
or even higher.

On The Washington Post’s
heat tracker, Jacksonville’s pre-
dicted 107-degree heat index was
the highest of any city in the
nation on Wednesday. On Thurs-
day, the forecast heat index of
105 is tied for second highest.

Rain has also been hit-or-miss
in a state known for its summer
wet season. The western side of
the peninsula, including Tampa,
is experiencing drought, which is
only worsening the heat.

Miami heat

In Miami, heat records began
to fall at the beginning of the
year and have yet to stop. Four-
teen record highs have already
occurred, including four in June.
Another could occur as soon as
Friday, when mid-90s are fore-
cast.

The city so far is having its
warmest year on record, running

GIORGIO VIERA/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

A view of a hot and humid Miami late last month. Fourteen record highs have occurred in the city this year, including four in June.

0.3 degrees above 2020, the next-
warmest year. Miami’s seven
warmest years to date have all
occurred since 2008. Six of the
seven have come since 2015.

Punishing humidity levels
have joined the extreme heat to
make the air particularly sultry.
“Miami has broken eight daily
heat index records just since the
middle of June, some by several
degrees,” Brian McNoldy, a tropi-
cal weather researcher at the
University of Miami, said in a
message.

McNoldy said the peak daily
heat index has reached 100 or
higher for 25 straight days with
no end in sight. He added that
dew points — a measure of
humidity — have been running
in the 78-t0-80-degree range,
compared with the usual 75 to 76

degrees. Any dew point above
70 degrees indicates uncomfort-
ably high humidity.

Statewide swelter

It’s not just Miami that’s bak-
ing. It’s a record-hot year in
Florida from the Panhandle to
the Keys:

The average temperature in
Tallahassee, the state’s capital, is
0.3 degrees above that for 1927,
the next-warmest year.

The tourist hot spot of Orlan-
do is also a weather hot spot. Its
74.2-degree average is a notch
higher than the one in 2020, the
next-warmest year. Five of Orlan-
do’s 10 warmest years have oc-
curred since 2015.

This year’s average tempera-
ture in Key West so far is 79.2 de-
grees, about a degree and a half

JOHN RAOUX/AP

Visitors cool off last week at Rock Springs Run in Apopka, near
Orlando. Five of Orlando’s 10 warmest years have been since 2015.

ahead of 1975, the next-warmest
year.

Fort Myers has registered high
temperatures of at least 90 de-
grees on a record 78 days to date,
and on 31 more days than aver-
age.

In rain-deprived Tampa, it’s
the second-warmest year on rec-
ord to date, just a hair behind
last year. The city had its warm-
est July Fourth on record, soar-
ing to 97 degrees. That was only
2 degrees above the city’s highest
temperature on any date of the
year.

Drought exacerbating the
heat

Drought conditions along the
western coast of Florida are
intensifying the hot weather.

The same area heavily impact-
ed by Hurricane Ian last year
hasn’t seen a lot of rain since.
Moderate drought currently
runs from near Tampa to Fort
Myers, according to the U.S.

Drought Monitor.
Year-to-date rainfall totals of
12.07 inches in  Tampa,

10.06 inches in Sarasota and
8.70 inches in Naples are roughly
10 to 12 inches below average
through early July, and among
the five to 10 driest (to date) on
record.

The lack of rain dries out soil,
which allows the ground to heat
more quickly than if it were
rain-soaked.

With a rainy season that runs
from mid-May to mid-October,
there is still time to put a dent in
these precipitation deficits. In
Tampa, most of the two wettest
months of the year, July and
August, still lie ahead.

More record heat probable

The pattern that has delivered
record warmth is unlikely to fully
abate any time soon. Much of
Florida is poised to spend the
next week or two with tempera-
tures averaging several degrees
above normal.

Beyond that time, it’s possible
that the heat dome affecting the
region will migrate westward.
This could at least temporarily
shift the hottest conditions
toward the southwestern United
States.

Jason Samenow contributed to this
report.
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For Palestinians, hiking holds pleasure and peril

BY SHIRA RUBIN

BEITILLU, WEST BANK — Five
years ago, Majdi Abu Zaid was
invited by a friend to join a recre-
ational hiking group in the West
Bank, a chance for Palestinians to
rediscover their ancestral land-
scapes. From the first outing, he
was hooked.

Now, Abu Zaid is wondering if
the terraced fields, babbling
creeks and deep desert valleys less
than an hour’s drive from his
home are too dangerous to tra-
verse.

Last month, there were pro-
longed firefights in the city of
Jenin and a deadly Hamas shoot-
ing near an Israeli settlement.
This week, some 1,000 Israeli sol-
diers backed by drone strikes
stormed Jenin in the largest West
Bank military operation in
20 years, evoking memories of the
second intifada, or Palestinian up-
rising.

Armed Israeli settlers, embold-
ened by their far-right govern-
ment, have mounted days-long
rampages across occupied land,
torching Palestinian properties
and shooting live rounds at civil-
ians. They are on the lookout, Abu
Zaid said, for Palestinians in their
villages or on surrounding trails,
hoping to intimidate them into
leaving.

“I’'m not a coward, but I stand
helpless in the face of this patho-
logical madness of the settler
thugs,” said Abu Zaid, who works
as an anti-corruption adviser with
the U.N. Development Program in
Ramallah.

He has been hiking for the past
five years with the organization
Sarha — which means “roaming,”
or “wandering” in Arabic — one of
many such groups to gain a follow-
ing here during covid-era travel
bans. They are giving West Bank
urbanites a chance to connect
with the land, even as it is rapidly
cordoned off by expanding Israeli
settlements.

Hiking provides Palestinians
with group fitness, social connec-
tions and direct contact with the
diverse, starkly picturesque to-
pography of the West Bank. But
living under Israeli military rule
also energizes this outwardly sim-
ple activity with national defi-
ance.

“We are starting to discover
how hiking is beautiful, as some-
thing distinct from normal life —
work, occupation,” Abu Zaid said,
“but we also know that wherever
we go there will be settlers.”

This month, he and his friends
set out with Sarha, equipped with
trekking poles and provisions
from their fruit gardens, to ex-
plore a rugged seven-mile stretch

As settler violence surges in the West Bank, what would be a relaxing activity takes on new risks

PHOTOS BY TANYA HABJOUQA/NOOR FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Palestinians hike near Beitillu, a West Bank village close to archaeological ruins, sheep farms, olive groves, natural springs and, as of
last month, a new Israeli outpost. A rising cycle of attacks by Palestinian fighters and Israeli settlers has put the West Bank on edge.

of terrain surrounding Beitillu, a
sleepy Palestinian village close to
archaeological ruins, sheep farms,
olive groves, natural springs and,
as of last month, a new Israeli
outpost.

Hanan Ramahi, director of the
American School of Palestine in
Ramallah, has been a regular par-
ticipant for the past six years,
since returning from a PhD pro-
gram at Cambridge University.
The activity allows her a rare res-
pite from the stresses of the city
and the restrictions on movement
imposed by Israel.

Hiking is “psychologically ther-
apeutic, literally, and, on another
level, also enabled me to get to
know Palestine, and make my con-
nection to the land stronger,” she
said.

On recent hikes, she has also
formulated a vision for her Pales-
tinian homeland: not necessarily
in the form of statehood, but of
institutions that would make the
place more “livable” for young Pal-
estinians, like fellow hiker Mah-

moud Jallad.

Jallad, 18, hopes to attend busi-
ness school in Barcelona in the
fall. He is spending his last sum-
mer here hiking in the mornings
and hanging out with friends until
late at night. Gathering wild sage,
mulberries and citrus fruits, he
said he worried for his people,
who “are forgetting that they
should all belong to one thing, and
that’s Palestine.”

“These days, everyone’s follow-
ing a different national faction
rather than a national goal,” he
said, referring to the Palestinian
Authority’s aging, deeply unpopu-
lar leadership and an increasingly
decentralized armed resistance
movement. If he could, he added,
he would join the young people
regularly clashing with Israeli sol-
diers, but his parents don’t allow
it, having “invested a lot in my
education.”

Simon Jaser, Sarha’s guide,
frets about the “huge possibility”
that hikers could be Killed or in-
jured on West Bank trails. Security

concerns prompted him to re-
route last week’s hike.

Two days earlier, 400 armed
settlers had rampaged through
the Palestinian village of Turmus
Ayya, north of Ramallah, torching
cars and homes, some with chil-
dren inside, and shooting at civil-
ians — retaliation for a terrorist
shooting a day earlier in which
two Hamas gunmen killed four
Israelis and wounded four others
near the settlement of Eli.

Smaller settler attacks fol-
lowed. On June 24, a mob of set-
tlers, some masked, and accompa-
nied by at least one furloughed
Israeli soldier, according to an Is-
raeli military statement, descend-
ed on the Palestinian village of
Umm Safa, shooting at civilians
and setting fire to an electricity
generator, which cut power to
homes in the area. At least eight
outposts, considered illegal under
Israeli and international law, were
set up on the windswept hills
nearby, according to Yesh Din, an
Israeli human rights group moni-

toring the West Bank.

Hiking groups have long had to
navigate settler violence. In Octo-
ber, a settler perched atop a hill-
side rained stones down on Sarha
members as they walked, exposed,
through the deep valleys of
Muarajat. They were forced to
dart out of the line of fire for
nearly two miles before finding
cover on another trail.

Since then, they have made
what many members describe as a
painful decision to stay away from
the area, knowing their absence
will be seen by settlers as a victory.

In January, the same Israeli set-
tler who attacked the Sarha group
in Muarajat was filmed attacking
a group called Let’s Hike — com-
posed of Palestinian students and
activists from Italy, France and the
United States — with clubs, batons
and pepper spray. Several of the
hikers ended up in the hospital,
including an Italian national who
was treated for a fractured arm.

“The assault constitutes a prac-
tical translation of the threats

which was promised by the ex-
tremists who rose to power in
Israel,” Palestinian Prime Minister
Mohammad Shtayyeh said at the
time.

Israel’s government is the most
far-right, pro-settler administra-
tion in the country’s history, com-
posed of ultranationalists, reli-
gious conservatives and ardent
advocates of annexing the West
Bank, which is home to more than
3 million Palestinians.

Before the most recent burst of
violence, Israel had announced
plans to expedite the construction
of more than 4,000 additional set-
tlement units. The new, stream-
lined process, altered for the first
time since the 1990s, will be partly
controlled by Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich, a radical settler
who has called for a Palestinian
village to be “wiped out” by the
Israeli army.

The U.S. State Department con-
demned the move, saying that the
newly announced settlements
“make a two-state solution more
difficult to achieve and are an
obstacle to peace.”

The Israeli government reacted
to the American condemnation by
doubling down.

“Run to the hilltops and settle
yourselves there; we support
you!” firebrand National Security
Minister Itamar Ben Gvir said Fri-
day on a visit to the West Bank
outpost of Evyatar.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu boasted during a
cabinet meeting Sunday that he
had “doubled settlement” in the
West Bank “despite great and un-
precedented international pres-
sure.”

On June 26, Israel’s Higher
Planning Council approved con-
struction of some 5,600 West Bank
settler housing units, including
1,000 near the West Bank settle-
ment of Eli, announced last week
after the Hamas shooting there.

A State Department official
said the U.S. administration was
“deeply troubled.”

Palestinian hikers are keepinga
close eye on the news, but say they
are dedicated to continuing their
treks, even if it means bypassing
newly built outposts or other hot
spots.

Jaser, the guide, said most
members valued the workout as
much as the social gathering,
which recently involved a post-
hike feast of musakhan, a beloved
Palestinian dish of sumac-spiced
chicken and onions on flatbread,
as the hikers traded jokes and
sang folk songs under the shade of
anolive tree.

“Walking connects us to the
land,and to each other,” Jaser said.
“We’re not going anywhere.”

Majdi Abu Zaid, who began hiking five years ago, finds maramia, a popular herb for tea, near Beitillu.
“We are starting to discover how hiking is beautiful, as something distinct from normal life,” he said.

Mahmoud Jallad, 18, rests with a tortoise on his chest that he found near Beitillu. He hopes to attend
business school in Barcelona in the fall and is filling his final summer in the West Bank with hiking.

SOUTH AFRICA

Death toll from toxic
gas leak rises to 17

The death toll from a toxic gas
leak that authorities blame on an
illegal gold processing operation
in South Africa has risen to 17,
including three children, police
said Thursday.

The leak of what authorities
said was a deadly nitrate gas
happened Wednesday night in
the informal Angelo settlement
in Boksburg, on the eastern
outskirts of Johannesburg.

The three children who died
were ages 1, 6 and 15, police said.
At least 10 people were
hospitalized, Panyaza Lesufi, the
premier of Gauteng province,
said Thursday.

A statement from South
African President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s office called the
death toll a “devastating and
tragic loss of innocent lives.”

Emergency services
spokesman William Ntladi said
the deaths were caused by the
inhalation of nitrate gas that
seeped from a gas cylinder being
kept in a shack where illegal
miners were separating gold
from rock and dirt.

— Associated Press

ENGLAND
Tube workers prepare
for strike this month

London Underground rail
staff will go on strike from July
23-28 in a long-running dispute

DIGEST

over pensions, job cuts and
working conditions, trade union
RMT said Thursday.

Over 10,000 workers are
eligible to strike, which will
affect different sections of the
Tube network and grades of
workers on different days, an
RMT spokesperson said.

“This week of action will shut
down the London Underground
and show just how important
the work of our members is,”
RMT General Secretary Mick
Lynch said in a statement.

Rail workers across Britain
have staged several strikes since
last summer, like thousands of
employees in other industries
and professions, as high inflation
spurs demands for better pay.

“We are disappointed that the
RMT has announced strike

action on this range of issues
that we have been attempting to
discuss with them openly,” said
Transport for London chief
operating officer Glynn Barton.
— Reuters

AZERBAIJAN

Iran, Sudan say they’ll
restore diplomatic ties

Iran and Sudan said Thursday
they were planning to restore
ties after the countries’ foreign
ministers met for the first time
since diplomatic relations
between the two nations were
severed seven years ago.

Sudan’s foreign ministry said
in a statement that the meeting,
on the sidelines of a Non-Aligned
Movement meeting in

Azerbaijan’s capital Baku, had
discussed restoring relations “as
soon as possible.”

Acting foreign minister Ali
Sadeq thanked Iran for
supplying humanitarian aid in
the conflict between Sudan’s
army and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces.

According to Iran’s official
IRNA news agency,

Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian said that the
“talks were directed at resolving
misunderstandings between the
two countries and strengthening
the political and economic
relations between Tehran and
Khartoum.”

Sudan cut diplomatic ties with
Iran in 2016 after the storming of
the Saudi Embassy in Tehran.

— Reuters

Atleast 43 dead in monsoon
rains in Pakistan: The death toll
from two weeks of monsoon
rains rose to at least 43 on
Thursday after four people died
in weather-related incidents in
Pakistan’s eastern city of Lahore,
authorities said. Lahore saw a
record-breaking downpour the
previous day, flooding many
streets and disrupting normal
life. Since Wednesday, 11 people
have died in the city due to
collapsing roofs and
electrocution, officials said.
Heavy rain also continued to
lash the rest of the nation,
overflowing the main rivers in
the Punjab province, Jhelum and
Chenab.

— From wire reports
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Biden waives dud limit for Kyiv-bound cluster bombs

BOMBS FROM Al

ago, the Pentagon assessed that
artillery shell to have a “dud” rate
of 6 percent, meaning that atleast
four of each of the 72 submuni-
tions each shell carries would re-
main unexploded across an area
of approximately 22,500 square
meters — roughly the size of 4/~
football fields.

“We are aware of reports from
several decades ago that indicate
certain 155mm DPICMs have
higher dud rates,” said a defense
official, one of seven Pentagon,
White House and military offi-
cials who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss the sensi-
tive decision. The defense official
used the acronym for Dual Pur-
pose Improved Conventional Mu-
nitions.

The Pentagon now says it has
new assessments, based on test-
ing as recent as 2020, with failure
rates no higher than 2.35 percent.
While that exceeds the limit of 1
percent mandated by Congress
every year since 2017, officials are
“carefully selecting” munitions
with the 2.35 percent dud rate or
below for transfer to Ukraine,
Pentagon spokesperson Brig.
Gen. Patrick Ryder said Thursday.

The defense official said details
of the new assessments were “not
releasable,” including how, when
and where the tests were done,
and whether they included actual
firing exercises or virtual simula-
tions. Military manuals say these
weapons cannot be fired in train-
ing because they are part of war
reserve stockpiles.

There is no waiver provision in
the 1 percent limit Congress has
placed on cluster munition dud
rates, written into Defense De-
partment appropriations for the
last seven years. Biden would by-
passitand Congress, according to
a White House official, drawing
down the munitions from exist-
ing defense stocks under a rarely
used provision of the Foreign As-
sistance Act, which allows the
president to provide aid, regard-
less of appropriations or arms
export restrictions, as long as he
determines that it is in the vital
U.S. national security interest.

Although the United States has
used cluster munitions in every
major war since Korea, no new
ones are believed to have been
produced for years. But as many
as 4.7 million cluster shells, rock-
ets, missiles and bombs, contain-
ing more than 500 million sub-
munitions, or bomblets, remain
in military inventories, according
to estimates by Human Rights
Watch drawn from Defense De-
partment reports.

A 2022 Congressional Re-
search Service report to lawmak-
ers noted “significant discrepan-
cies among failure rate estimates”
of cluster weapons in the U.S.
arsenal, with some manufactur-
ers claiming 2 to 5 percent, while
mine clearance specialists have
reported rates of 10 to 30 percent.

Nonproliferation experts said
that the Pentagon’s assessed 2.35
percent dud rate most likely re-
fers to aging shells with updated
fuses designed to improve their

HEIDI LEVINE FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

‘Wounded soldiers of the Ukrainian Airborne unit are treated outside the embattled city of Lysychansk, Ukraine, last month after being hit
by a Russian cluster bomb. Cluster bombs tend to have high failure rates that litter areas with unexploded submunitions, or duds.

ability to self-destruct, but that it
was impossible to know without
access to the testing data.

Advocates who have warned
against using cluster munitions
say the claimed lower dud rates
are the result of testing in ideal-
ized and unrealistic conditions
that don’t account for real-world
scenarios. The Army’s artillery
manuals have said even the mili-
tary’s own dud rates can increase
depending on the angle of impact
and type of terrain in which they
fall.

Cluster weapons explode in the
air over a target, releasing dozens
to hundreds of smaller submuni-
tions across a wide area.

More than 120 countries have
joined a convention banning
their use as inhumane and indis-
criminate, in large part because of
high failure rates that litter the
landscape with unexploded sub-
munitions that endanger both
friendly troops and civilians, of-
ten for decades after the end of a
conflict. The United States,
Ukraine and Russia — which is
alleged to have used them exten-
sively in Ukraine — are not par-
ties to the convention. Eight of
NATQ’s 31 members, including
the United States, have not rati-
fied the convention.

“It’s dismaying to see the long-
established 1 percent unexploded
ordnance standard for cluster
munitions rolled back as this will
result in more duds, which means
an even greater threat to civilians,
including de-miners," said Mary
Wareham, advocacy director of
the arms division of Human
Rights Watch.

“The lack of transparency on
how this number was reached is
disappointing and seems unprec-

edented,” Wareham said.

While Russia has used cluster
munitions far more extensively,
Ukraine has also allegedly de-
ployed these weapons during the
war, using its own Soviet-era
stocks or shells obtained from
other countries. A new HRW re-
port released Thursday said
Ukrainian use “caused numerous
deaths and serious injuries to ci-
vilians” in attacks in the city of
Izyum and other locations in
2022. Ukraine has denied using
cluster munitions.

The dud rate is both morally
and legally key to supplying the
weapons. In 2008, then-Defense
Secretary Robert Gates issued a
directive banning the production,
use or transfer of cluster muni-
tions with a failure rate of more
than 1 percent and imposed a
10-year deadline for destroying
existing weapons that exceeded
that limit. Numerous nongovern-
mental and media reports have
documented one subsequent use
— against an al-Qaeda training
camp in 2009 — although the
United States has never con-
firmed nor denied the attack.

The Trump administration in
2017 reversed both the dud limit
and the timeline for destroying
any munitions that exceeded it,
after which Congress adopted the
legislative language banning any
funding for the use, production or
transfer of cluster munitions with
a failure rate of more than 1 per-
cent, even as major defense man-
ufacturers canceled production
contracts under pressure from
shareholders and public opinion.

In an interview this week,
Ukrainian Defense Minister
Oleksii Reznikov said obtaining a
significant supply of the weapons

has become crucial to Kyiv’s on-
going counteroffensive.

The United States and other
Western donors have sent mil-
lions of non-cluster howitzer
shells to Ukraine, but stockpiles
are running low and manufactur-
ing cannot keep up with demand.
It “is not enough,” Reznikov said.
“The Russians use three or four
times more artillery shells of dif-
ferent calibers than we do. And
we must conserve because we
can’t shell as intensively,” he add-
ed.

“Since these projectiles are ef-
fective,” Reznikov said of cluster
munitions, “they will allow us to
make up this difference.” The Rus-
sians “are using them against us,
so for our self-defense we have full
right to use the same munition.”

“This is just for where there are
fields, because it’s very important
not to bring harm to the civilian
population,” Reznikov said. “We
won’t use them before the de-oc-
cupation of a city.”

As Ukraine’s pleas for the
weapons have increased in recent
months, they have been met with
both agreement and disapproval
by U.S. lawmakers. In late March,
a group of senior Republicans,
including the chairmen of the
House Armed Services and For-
eign Affairs committees, and the
ranking members of the counter-
part Senate committees, said they
were “deeply disappointed” in the
administration’s “reluctance” to
provide the weapons.

“Providing DPCIM,” they wrote
in a letter to Biden, “will allow
Ukraine to compensate for Rus-
sia’s quantitative advantage in
both personnel and artillery
rounds, and will allow the Ukrai-
nian armed forces to concentrate

their use of unitary warheads
against higher-value Russian tar-
get”

Others, including many Demo-
crats, are less enthusiastic. Rep.
Adam Smith (D-Wash.), the rank-
ing member of the House Armed
Services Committee, said that he
was open to supplying the muni-
tions to Ukraine but that he
still had not been provided addi-
tional information about what
is being sent and how it will be
used.

The administration is “trying
to send the ones with the lowest
possible dud rate, which makes
sense,” Smith said in an interview
Monday. “The question is: Are
there munitions that have that
low dud rate? I've been told re-
peatedly that. . . yes, there are.”

“The Russians have been drop-
ping these things with dud rates
that are a hell of a lot higher than
8 percent all across Ukraine for a
year and a half now,” he said.

The admlnlstratlon began to
soften its position on providing
cluster munitions this past spring
as the shortage of standard artil-
lery munitions became more
acute. Biden said in May that
cluster weapons “may” be consid-
ered, and Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken is said to have re-
cently dropped his opposition.

NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg denounced Russia’s
reported use of cluster weapons
early in the war, saying, “This is
brutality, this is inhumane, and
this is violating international
law.”

The  administration has
worked in recent weeks to allay
allied concern over the transfer of
the weapons to Kyiv, according to
a second White House official.

“The president’s top priority is
maintaining unity among our al-
lies and partners in support of
UKkraine, and we would not take
any actions that would under-
mine that priority,” the official
said. As aresult of allied consulta-
tions, “if we were to move for-
ward” with cluster munitions,
“we are confident that would not
be an issue.”

The U.S. military has long con-
sidered cluster munitions a useful
battlefield weapon. That position
was reaffirmed in March testimo-
ny before the House Armed Ser-
vices Committee by Army Gen.
Christopher Cavoli, head of the
U.S. European Command and su-
preme allied commander of
NATO. “We call it dual-purpose,
because it releases bomblets,
some of which are anti-personnel
fragmentation grenades and
some of which are shaped charges
that attack vehicles from above,”
Cavoli said. “It’s a very effective
weapon.”

The munitions can be an at-
tractive option for commanders
to destroy troops or equipment in
big groups, or when a target can’t
be pinpointed by precision artil-
lery. But they also come with
drawbacks for the forces using
them.

Army artillery doctrine warns
that DPICM submunition duds
“can pose significant risks to
friendly personnel and equip-
ment.” A 2017 manual puts the
overall dud rate for cluster rounds
at 2 to 3 percent, while warning
the rate could increase if pro-
cedures aren’t followed or if un-
even terrain disturbs the angle
required for detonation.

In addition to the risk of civil-
ians picking up unexploded duds
long after a battle, they can also
pose more immediate danger to
the forces deploying them.
“There’s definitely a lot of tactical
risks in employing these types of
munitions. It limits your ability to
maneuver, and limits your ability
to maneuver quickly, because you
have to be clearing a bunch of
UXO,” or unexploded ordnance,
said a former U.S. Army artillery
officer, who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to avoid con-
flicts with his current employer.
“It’s gonna slow you down, it’s
gonnalimit the ways in which you
can exploit success.”

The U.S. history of what are
considered “friendly fire” inci-
dents is a concern: Several U.S.
service members were Killed dur-
ing and after the Gulf War by
unexploded munitions, accord-
ing to a 1993 Government Ac-
countability Office report, which
said the Army did not hold force-
wide training to recognize sub-
munitions on the ground before
the invasion.

“Someone within DOD knows
the actual dud rate,” the former
officer said, “and I hope that
would be communicated honestly
and accurately to any Ukrainian
unit receiving these types of mu-
nitions.”

Isabelle Khurshudyan in Kyivand
Abigail Hauslohner contributed to this
report.
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WAR IN UKRAINE

Russian missiles
kill at least 6
civilians in Lviv,
far from front line

More than 40 injured in
attack on a residential
area in western Ukraine

BY FRANCEScCA EBEL

KYIV, UKRAINE — A barrage of
Russian cruise missiles Kkilled at
least six civilians and injured
dozens just before dawn on
Thursday in the western Ukrai-
nian city of Lviv, far from the
front lines of the war.

The attack, which local au-
thorities called the worst in Lviv
since the start of Russia’s inva-
sion in February 2022, was an-
other demonstration of how ci-
vilians are dying every day in
Ukraine, despite the Kremlin’s
repeated denials that it strikes
nonmilitary targets.

Last week, at least 13 people,
including an acclaimed writer,
were killed when a missile hit a
popular restaurant in Krama-
torsk, in the eastern Donetsk
region.

On Thursday, the Ukrainian
Air Force said it had shot down
seven of 10 Kaliber cruise mis-
siles that were fired from the
Black Sea early that morning.
Several missiles hit a residential
area in Lviv, damaging at least 30
houses and 50 cars. At least 40
people were wounded in the
attack, authorities said.

Maksym Kozytskyi, head of
Lviv’s regional administration,
confirmed that a 32-year-old
woman named Anastasia and
her 60-year-old mother, Myrosla-

va, were Killed.

Local media later identified
the daughter as Anastasia Seniyv,
who worked for Ukrposhta,
Ukraine’s postal service, and was
soon to be married.

“Eternal memory to those we
lost,” Kozytskyi wrote in a state-
ment posted on Telegram. “Let’s
take revenge!”

Ukraine’s defense ministry
called the overnight attack “the
most devastating one on the city
since the beginning of the full-
scale war,” which was echoed in a
video posted on Twitter by Lviv
Mayor Andriy Sadovyi.

Lviv, close to the border with
Poland, is often regarded as a
cosmopolitan safe haven, though
the region has come under fire
numerous times, particularly in
attacks on civilian infrastruc-
ture.

Ukrainian academic Sasha
Dovzhyk, posting on Twitter, said
that Russia had hit “one of the
safest places in Ukraine.”

“I was 2 km away from the
site,” Dovzhyk wrote. “The walls
in the bathroom where I was
hiding shook from the explo-
sion.”

Rescuers worked for more
than 17 hours Thursday to clear
debris and scoured the rubble for
survivors, according to Ukraine’s
emergency services and Lviv’s
mayor. Drone footage from the
scene showed workers combing
the top floors of a shattered
apartment block in the early
morning, working amid smashed
concrete and broken glass.

“Psychologists also work on-
site. Mobile police stations have
been deployed, where they ac-
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Rescuers in Lviv, Ukraine,
above, work among debris and
burned-out cars after a Russian
missile attack hit the city,
located in the western part of
the country, far from the front
lines. Paramedics, left, carry a
person away from a residential
building hit by one of the
missiles. The Ukrainian Air
Force said it shot down seven of
the 10 missiles fired at the city
from the Black Sea early
Thursday morning.

cept applications from victims
and provide the necessary assis-
tance. Everyone works without
rest,” read the statement from
the emergency services.

By 6 p.m. Thursday, 43 percent
of the rubble had been cleared,
local media reported, but a
spokesman for the local emer-
gency services said there could
still be victims trapped in the
debris.

Belarusian leader says final deal on Prigozhin and his fighters still not settled

RUSSIA FROM Al

fighters to Belarus was still not
settled.

Prigozhin’s continued presence
in Russia was confirmed by a
St. Petersburg businessman, who
said the Wagner boss had re-
turned home to reclaim money
and weapons seized by the Rus-
sian security services.

“It’s not the end of Prigozhin,”
the businessman said, speaking
Wednesday on the condition of
anonymity for fear of reprisal.
“They returned all his money to
him. More than this, today they
even gave back to him his honor-
ary pistol, the Glock, and another
weapon. He came to take it him-
self”

Prigozhin, however, could still
be vulnerable to new criminal cas-
es if Putin fears he looks weak
amid a barrage of criticism in
Russia for dropping the insurgen-
cy charges. Putin, while refusing
to say Prigozhin’s name, has pub-
licly raised a question of financial
crimes in connection with numer-
ous contracts that Prigozhin’s
businesses had with the govern-
ment.

The president said last week
that authorities would carefully
investigate the $2 billion paid to
Wagner and Prigozhin’s Concord
group, and areporter for the state-
controlled Channel One television
channel declared Wednesday that
the investigation was ongoing.

But Prigozhin still appears to
have sufficient leverage in Russia,
after Wagner earned a reputation
asarguably Russia’s most effective
assault force in Ukraine. That

stature, and his many connections
in high places, seemed to at least
partly explain why he was allowed
to walk around St. Petersburg and
potentially Moscow, apparently
with no fear of arrest, even after
hewas called a traitor and suppos-
edly exiled.

Officials in Moscow appear to
be wrestling with the difficult
question of how Wagner can be
replaced, both in Ukraine and in
its operations in Africa, where it
has extended Russia’s reach
through its security contracts
with several governments.

Even top Russian officials were
in the dark about the deal and
what it means for Russia, Putin’s
authority, Prigozhin’s fate and
Wagner’s future.

“We still don’t know exactly
what happened,” said a member of
top Russian diplomatic circles,
speaking on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss a sensitive mat-
ter. This person said that the crisis
appeared to have passed and that
Moscow was “calm,” adding: “If
we see this situation as a crisis, at
least the most immediate conse-
quences have been minimized. We
see there are no clear consequenc-
es noticeable so far.”

In a sign of how deeply the
crisis disrupted lines of military
authority in Russia, he said ques-
tions about Wagner’s future rela-
tions with the Defense Ministry
“remain open.”

Lukashenko, speaking at a
news conference Thursday, said
that Prigozhin was “a free man”
but that he did not know what
might happen later. He said that
the deal allowing Prigozhin and

‘Wagner to relocate to Belarus was
“being observed” but that details
had not been fully resolved.

At the same time, Lukashenko
hinted that Putin could overturn
the deal, the Belarusian state
news agency BelTA reported, add-
ing that Wagner’s relocation to
Belarus “will depend on what de-
cision the leadership of Wagner
and Russia make.”

The Belarusian leader said he
had been in phone contact with
Prigozhin “more than once,” in-
cluding on Wednesday afternoon
to discuss Wagner’s “further ac-
tions.”

“He told me one thing: ‘We will
work in the name of Russia, for the
good of Russia, and we will fulfill
our duty to the end, as we have
agreed and as decided by the rel-
evant authorities,” Lukashenko
said.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov deflected questions about
Prigozhin’s whereabouts. “We
don’t follow his movements,” Pes-
kov said. “We have neither the
ability nor the desire to do so.”

Tatiana Stanovaya, founder of
the Paris-based political consul-
tancy R.Politik, said it appeared
that the Kremlin was giving Prigo-
zhin time in Russia to deal with
his complex web of business oper-
ations, many of which directly
served Russian state interests.

“On the one hand, we see that
Prigozhin continues to be criti-
cized in the media and they have
closed down his media holding,”
Stanovaya said. “He is being de-
stroyed politically, but physically
heisbeing allowed to continue his
business, which can be seen as an

attempt to give him time to finish
up.” He would not be in Russia
without Putin’s permission, she
added.

“Putin is acting like this not
because he fears Prigozhin or be-
cause he has no other choice, but
because he decided that this will
be simpler,” she said. “It means
that he does not see Prigozhin
anymore as a person who repre-
sents any danger to him.”

Until Prigozhin’s rebellion,
Russian elites, notoriously timid,
made no signs of confronting
Putin. But many now see his deci-
sion to drop insurgency charges
against Prigozhin as showing
weakness.

Alexandra Prokopenko, a for-
mer adviser to a senior official at
Russia’s Central Bank, said many
were still shocked at how Putin
handled the rebellion.

“Everyone expected there to be
repressions as a consequence, but
it seems like this hasn’t hap-
pened,” Prokopenko said. “And
now it seems you can [gather]
thousands of armed men and you
can go with them to Moscow,
which violates every written and
unwritten law of the Russian Fed-
eration. And what are you getting
after that? You just need to go to
Belarus. And they just give you
back all your cash, all your guns.”

In a sign of Prigozhin’s poten-
tial vulnerability, pro-Kremlin
media mounted an apparently co-
ordinated campaign to discredit
him and undermine his populari-
ty, which had surged before his
rebellion. They aired video and
photos of his luxury home, show-
ingbundles of cash, weapons, fake

passports, and wigs used for dis-
guises.

Other video showed gold, an
indoor pool, a personal helicopter,
and a corner with a Wagner flag
and a mannequin in a black suit,
draped in more than a dozen mili-
tary awards, including Russia’s
highest honor, the Hero of Russia
medal, awarded in June 2022.

Grey Zone, a Wagner-affiliated
Telegram channel, and other Wag-
ner channels aired images pur-
porting to show Prigozhin wear-
ing wigs and a series of disguises.

Lukashenko said that Belarus
had offered Wagner the use of any
one of dozens of former military
bases but that “they have a differ-
ent vision,” without spelling out
what that was. He said Wagner
fighters were currently at their
permanent bases, without speci-
fying locations, although Wagner
is known to have bases in south-
ern Russia and Ukraine.

The questions about Prigo-
zhin’s whereabouts and the con-
tinued negotiations over the deal
follow widespread dismay in the
mainstream pro-Kremlin press
about the agreement that allowed
Prigozhin to go free.

During their short-lived rebel-
lion, Prigozhin and his fighters
shot down seven Russian aircraft,
and a Wagner convoy got within
125 miles of Moscow.

On Tuesday, Prigozhin man-
aged to recover some of the items
seized from his home and office by
Russian Interior Ministry special
operations police, including
10 billion rubles — about $110 mil-
lion — in cash and personal weap-
ons, including a Glock pistol

awarded to him by Defense Minis-
ter Sergei Shoigu, according to
Fontanka, a St. Petersburg media
outlet.

Since the rebellion, Kremlin
propagandists have portrayed Pu-
tin as a wise leader who averted a
civil war. But the deal to drop
insurgency charges roiled mem-
bers of Russia’s elite. News that
the mercenary leader was back in
Russia only deepened the sense of
disquiet.

Lukashenko said Putin’s rela-
tions with Prigozhin went back
decades and were “maybe even
more than kind.” Wagner, he add-
ed, is “a very powerful fighting
unit, and there is hardly a unit in
the world equal to the Wagner
[Private Military Company].” Lu-
kashenko claimed that Wagner
would not be used to attack
Ukraine from Belarus, but could
actin the defense of his country.

Lukashenko said on June 27
that Prigozhin had arrived in
Belarus, but no images of his pres-
ence there emerged. Flight track-
ing data from Flightradar24 re-
ported that two jets associated
with Prigozhin arrived in Belarus
that morning, one from southern
Russia and one from St. Peters-
burg. A group that tracks military
and flight movements in Belarus,
the Belarusian Hajun Project, re-
ported that the two Prigozhin jets
flew to St. Petersburg later that
day.

Early Thursday, Prigozhin’s jet
was tracked flying to Moscow
from St. Petersburg, the Reuters
news agency reported. But there
was no confirmation that he was
on board.

Russia to close Finnish Consulate in St. Petersburg, expels nine diplomats

BY EMILY RAUHALA
AND NATALIA ABBAKUMOVA

Russia has withdrawn consent
for Finland to operate its consul-
ate in St. Petersburg and expelled
nine Finnish diplomats, the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry said Thurs-
day.

The decision was announced
just days before NATO heads of
state and government gather in
Vilnius, Lithuania, for the alli-
ance’s annual summit, which is
to be followed by a visit to
Finland by President Biden. Mos-
cow’s decision also comes about a
month after Finland announced

that it would expel nine Russian
diplomats on suspicion of spy-
ing.

Although the expulsion of dip-
lomats — nine for nine — appears
to be a tit-for-tat move, the
closing of the Finnish Consulate
in St. Petersburg, not far from the
Russia-Finland border, suggests
an escalation designed to get the
attention of Helsinki — and
Washington.

Announcing the news, Rus-
sia’s Foreign Ministry cast the
apparently imminent closure of
the consulate by Oct. 1 as a
response to the Finnish expul-
sion of the Russian diplomats

and Finland’s recently joining
NATO.

“The parameters of Finland’s
accession to NATO that are being
discussed now pose a threat to
security of the Russian Federa-
tion, and encouragement of the
Kyiv regime to go to war and
pumping it with Western weap-
ons means obviously hostile ac-
tions against our country,” the
Russian statement said.

Finnish President Sauli Niinis-
to tweeted that the measures are
“a harsh and unsymmetrical re-
sponse to Finland’s expulsion
decisions.” He said Finland was
preparing similar measures, not-

ing that the counterpart to Fin-
land’s consulate in St. Petersburg
is the Russian Consulate in the
Finnish city of Turku.

After Russia launched its inva-
sion of Ukraine, the previously
nonaligned Finland sought
NATO membership. It officially
joined the alliance in the spring
and will be participating in the
meeting in Vilnius as a full-

fledged member.
Although Russia condemned
Finland’s membership, diplo-

mats and security officials say its
response to the country’s acces-
sion has been muted, with rheto-
ric and vague threats but no

immediate change in its military
posture. Thursday’s moves also
seem to be a bit of a show.

The Russian Foreign Ministry
summoned Finnish Ambassador
Antti Helantera on Thursday to
present him with a note of pro-
test, ministry spokeswoman Ma-
ria Zakharova said in a briefing.
“He was presented with a reso-
lute protest over the confronta-
tional anti-Russian policy pur-
sued by the Finnish authorities,”
she said.

Helsinki’s policy, she said, “is
aimed at dismantling Russian-
Finnish relations of mutually
beneficial cooperation, which

have been formed over decades,
and rupturing multifaceted
trade-related and economic and
inter-regional interaction and di-
rect contacts between citizens,”
adding that “a lot was said to the
Finnish ambassador.”

St. Petersburg is Russia’s sec-
ond-largest city, the closest ma-
jor one to Finland, and has
roughly the same population as
the Nordic country at over 5 mil-
lion people. With the high vol-
ume of trade and contacts be-
tween the two nations before the
war in Ukraine, the consulate in
St. Petersburg had been one of
Finland’s busiest.
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Farth is flirting with a long-feared warming benchmark

HEAT FROM A1l

And then, on Monday, came
Earth’s hottest day in at least
125,000 years. Tuesday was hot-
ter.

“We have never seen anything
like this before,” said Carlo Buon-
tempo, director of Europe’s Co-
pernicus Climate Change Serv-
ice. He said any number of charts
and graphs on Earth’s climate are
showing, quite literally, that “we
are in uncharted territory.”

It is no shock that global
warming is accelerating — scien-
tists were anticipating that
would come with the onset of El
Nifo, the infamous climate pat-
tern that reemerged last month.
It is known for unleashing surges
of heat and moisture that trigger
extreme floods and storms in
some places, and droughts and
fires in others.

But the hot conditions are
developing too quickly, and
across more of the planet, to be
explained solely by El Nifio. Rec-
ords are falling around the globe
many months ahead of El Nifo’s
peak impact, which typically hits
in December and sends global
temperatures soaring for months
to follow.

“We have been seeing unprec-
edented extremes in the recent
past even without being in this
phase,” said Claudia Tebaldi, an
earth scientist at the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory
in Richland, Wash. With El
Nino’s influence, “the likelihood
of seeing something unprec-
edented is even higher,” she said.

In recent weeks, weather ex-
tremes have included record-
breaking heat waves in China,
where Beijing surpassed 40 de-
grees Celsius (104 degrees Fahr-
enheit) for the first time, and in

Children cool off in a fountain in a Lower Manhattan park on
Thursday. Monday was believed to be Earth’s hottest day in at least
125,000 years, and Tuesday was even hotter.
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Mexico and Texas, where officials
were once again struggling to
keep the electricity grid up and
running.

Wildfire smoke that has re-
peatedly choked parts of the
United States this summer is a
visible reminder of abnormal
spring heat and unusually dry
weather that have fueled an un-
precedented wildfire season in
Canada, which saw both its hot-
test May and June.

Ocean heat is to be expected
during El Nifio — it is marked by
unusually warm sea surface tem-
peratures along the equatorial
Pacific. But shocking warmth has
developed far beyond that zone,
including in the North Pacific,
around New Zealand and across
most of the Atlantic.

Marine heat wave conditions
covered about 40 percent of the
world’s oceans in June, the great-
est area on record, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration reported. That foot-
print is only expected to grow,
forecast to reach 50 percent of
ocean waters by September.

Records broken by wide
margins

It’s not just that records are
being broken — but the massive
margins with which conditions
are surpassing previous ex-
tremes, scientists note. In parts
of the North Atlantic, tempera-
tures are running as high as
9 degrees Fahrenheit above nor-
mal, the warmest observed there
in more than 170 years. The
warm waters helped northwest-
ern Europe, including the United
Kingdom, clinch its warmest
June on record.

New data the Copernicus cen-
ter published Thursday showed
global surface air temperatures

were 0.53 degrees Celsius
(0.95 degrees Fahrenheit) above
the 1991-2020 average in June.
That was more than a tenth of a
degree Celsius above the previ-
ous record, “a substantial mar-
gin,” the center said.

Antarctic sea ice, meanwhile,
reached its lowest June extent
since the dawn of the satellite
era, at 17 percent below the
1991-2020 average, Copernicus
said. The previous record, set a
year earlier, was about 9 percent
below average.

The planet is increasingly flirt-
ing with a global warming
benchmark that policymakers
have sought to avoid — 1.5 de-
grees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahr-
enheit) above preindustrial lev-
els. It has, at times, been sur-
passed already this year, includ-
ing in early June, though the full
month averaged 1.36 degrees
above an 1850-1900 reference
temperature, according to Co-
pernicus. The concern is when
long-term averages creep closer
to that threshold, Buontempo
said.

“The average will get there at
some point,” he said. “It will
become easier and easier, given
the warming of the climate sys-
tem, to exceed that threshold.”

Halfway through 2023, the
year to date ranks as the third
warmest on record, according to
Copernicus.

Odds of a record-warm year,
once considered slim, are
rising

At the start of 2023, it ap-
peared possible, if only narrowly,
that the year would end up
Earth’s warmest on record. For
now, 2016 holds that benchmark,
heavily influenced by a major El
Nifio episode that arrived the

previous year.

But as El Nifio has rapidly
developed — and as signs of
extreme warmth have spread
across the planet — the odds of a
new global temperature record
have increased. Robert Rohde,
lead scientist at Berkeley Earth,
estimates the probability has
climbed to at least 54 percent —
more likely than not.

“The warmth thus far in 2023
and the development of El Nifio
has definitely progressed faster
than initially expected,” Rohde
said in a message.

Climate scientists diverge over
whether a new global tempera-
ture record should be a focus of
concern. Flavio Lehner, an assis-
tant professor at Cornell Univer-
sity, likened it to tracking sports
scores.

“It’s not necessarily meaning-
ful,” Lehner said. What matters,
he said, is that “we have a
long-term trend that is a warm-
ing climate.”

For others, though, records are
a sign of trouble, nearly as hard
for people to ignore as the inces-
sant waves of wildfire smoke.

“It just raises everybody’s
awareness that this is not getting
better; it’s getting worse,” said
Jennifer Francis, senior scientist
at the Woodwell Climate Re-
search Center in Massachusetts.
“My hope is that we’ll raise alarm
bells by breaking a new record
and that will help motivate peo-
ple to do the right thing and stop
ignoring this crisis.”

For Tebaldi, records under-
score a need to both reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and
prepare communities for new
weather extremes. After all, she
said: What was once unprec-
edented will one day become the
norm.

Fast-melting Norway glaciers are triggering methane release, scientists say

BY CHRIS MOONEY

Scientists working in one of the
world’s fastest-warming places
found that rapidly retreating gla-
ciers are triggering the release
intothe atmosphere of methane, a
potent greenhouse gas that causes
global temperatures to rise.

The releases are triggered as
glaciers across the archipelago of
Svalbard, Norway, rapidly retreat
and leave behind newly exposed
land, scientists said. If the phe-
nomenon is found to be more
widespread across the Arctic —
where temperatures are quickly
rising and glaciers melting — the
emissions could have global im-
plications.

As the Svalbard glaciers move
and landisleft behind, groundwa-
ter beneath the Earth seeps up-
ward and forms springs. In 122 out
of 123 of them, the scientists
found, the water is filled with
apparently ancient methane gas
at very high concentrations that
bubble upward under pressure.
The amount of emissions these
springs are emitting are not well-
quantified.

“This is a feedback loop that’s
caused by climate change,” said
Gabrielle Kleber, the study’s lead
author and a scientist based at the
University of Cambridge and the
University Centre in Svalbard.
“Glaciers are retreating due to
climate warming, and they are
leaving these exposed forefields
behind, which are encouraging
methane gas to be released.”

Most concerning is the appar-
ent age of the methane — the fact
that it appears to be ancient sug-
gests it could be coming from very
large underground reservoirs
with the potential to unleash alot
of gas. The researchers found that

the most intense gas flows oc-
curred in regions with under-
ground shale layers that are mil-
lions of years old.

“It’s not methane being pro-
duced contemporarily by mi-
crobes, it’s methane that was cre-
ated when therocks were formed,”
said Kleber.

This implies that the gas has
been sequestered for long periods
in ancient deposits of fossil fuels,
principally natural gas and coal —
but that something has recently
removed what scientists call a
“cryospheric cap,” once provided
by glaciers or permafrost. It kept a
lid on the methane, and its remov-
al allowed the once stable gas to
escape upward. Svalbard is widely
known to be rich in fossil fuels —
the largest settlement, Longyear-
byen, was originally established
as a coal-mining town.

Scientists said the current phe-
nomenon could certainly be hap-
pening in many places other than
Svalbard, potentially adding an-
other accelerator of warming in
the Arctic.

“Shale is Earth’s most abun-
dant sedimentary rock, and
there’s plenty of it in the Arctic (or
rocks like it),” Andy Hodson, a
co-author of the study and also a
scientist at Norway’s University
Center in Svalbard, said in an
email.

The study was published on
Thursday in Nature Geoscience by
Kleber, Hodson and colleagues
based at universities in Norway,
Canada and the United Kingdom.
The scientists studied 78 Svalbard
glaciers that are based on land
and several additional glaciers
that stretch all the way into the
ocean.

If the methane releases repre-
sent a new phenomenon tied to

the warming of the planet, Sval-
bard is an appropriate place for it.
The string of islands has seen
extraordinary warming, causing
the strong retreat of glaciers. Sval-
bard has warmed dramatically
since 1976, based on temperature
measurements taken at the Sval-
bard airport near Longyearbyen.

There’s no official quantifica-
tion of how large methane emis-
sions from retreating glaciers
around the world could be. The
phenomenon would add an addi-
tional source of methane emis-
sions in the Arctic. Scientists have
found that thawing permafrost
also releases the gas into the at-
mosphere, butthe phenomenonis
not well understood. An official
scientificassessment putsthose at
between zero and 1 million tons of
methane per year, underscoring
the uncertainty about the scope of
the problem.

The emissions from retreating
glaciers would count as a different
source — there is usually no per-
mafrost beneath the glaciers, Kle-
ber said. Rather, the glacier ice
itself, which crushes the ground
downward, is serving as the ap-
parent cap holding the methane
in.

Kleber and colleagues estimate
that 2,310 tons of methane could
be emitted in Svalbard each year
due to the process they’ve uncov-
ered. By comparison, Norway re-
ported 105,940 tons of methane
emissions from its agricultural
sector, the largest source of emis-
sions for this gas, in 2021 (the
most recent year of reporting).

Overall, the emissions tied to
retreating glaciers in Svalbard
would constitute a little over
1 percent of all of Norway’s meth-
ane emissions for 2021. Among
nations, Norway is itself a rela-
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A glacier in Svalbard, Norway, one of the fastest-warming places in
the world. The melt is uncovering apparently ancient methane.

tively small methane emitter.

The real fear is not what is
happening in Svalbard, but rath-
er, what it would mean if the
phenomenon is more widespread
—or, ifitis poised to worsen due to
further glacial retreat. Kleber
notes, for instance, that glaciers
that currently spill into the ocean
are also retreating, in many cases
backing up onto land and thus
once again exposing land surfaces
that could have methane beneath
them.

“As more land is exposed, we
have more springs that will pop
up,” said Kleber.

The new results bump up our
understanding of how much older
methane could be leaking into the
atmosphere in the Arctic as the
planet warms, said Katey Walter
Anthony, a researcher at the Uni-
versity of Alaska at Fairbanks,
who studies these emissions

across the less-and-less frozen
north.

In one case, Walter Anthony
documented a bubbling lake in
Alaska that was also emitting an-
cient, geologic methane at the
alarming rate of nearly 11 tons of
gas per day.

The latest study “is important
because it shows how ubiquitous
[methane] seeps, of various ori-
gins, are in the environment of
retreating glaciers,” Walter An-
thony said in an email. “Similar
methane rich seeps have been
found in Alaska and Greenland
along margins of glaciers and the
ice sheet.”

In a 2012 study, Walter Anthony
and a team of scientists estimated
that 2 million tons per year of
ancient methane gas, stored deep
beneath the earth, could be seep-
ingintothe air across the Arcticas
permafrost thaws, new lakes form

and other changes provide new
paths for it to reach the atmos-
phere. Based on the new study,
Walter Anthony now says that fig-
ure could be “much larger.”

“This emission pathway has ba-
sically gone under the radar until
now,” added Jesper Riis Chris-
tiansen, a scientist with the Uni-
versity of Copenhagen who has
studied methane emissionstied to
Greenland glaciers. “It’s only been
within the last seven years that
people have actually studied this.”

However, Christiansen said the
authors could do more to prove
that the methane they are finding
is very old, as the paper suggests.

The age of the gas matters be-
cause scientists believe the meth-
ane beneath the Earth is linked
with fossil fuel deposits — but
that’s not the same as methane
emissions nearer the surface that
are being produced by microor-
ganisms all the time.

“There’s still some pieces of this
puzzle that are missing,” Chris-
tiansen said.

And the research continues,
against the picturesque but also
wild background of Svalbard,
which is known for its large popu-
lation of polar bears. Speaking
from Rindersbukta, a fjord in
Svalbard where a series of glaciers
terminate, Kleber noted that the
temperatures were close to 60 de-
grees Fahrenheit that day, “ex-
tremely hot for a Svalbard sum-
mer. The rivers are raging.”

“It’s just akind of bleak concept
to watch these hundreds of cubic
meters of water flashing before
our eyes and knowing in our cur-
rent climate, that’s ice that will
never be replaced,” Kleber contin-
ued. “And then we have these
methane springs bubbling up be-
fore the glacier.”

Israeli graduate student is held captive in Iraq by militia group linked to Iran

Kidnapped in March
while doing research
for Princeton studies

BY MIKHAIL KLIMENTOV

Elizabeth Tsurkov, an Israeli-
Russian dual citizen and a gradu-
ate student at Princeton Univer-
sity, is being held captive by a
Shiite militia, the office of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu announced Wednesday.
Tsurkov was conducting doctoral
research in Baghdad when she
went missing in March.

“Elizabeth Tsurkov is still
alive,” the prime minister’s office
said, “and we hold Iraq responsi-
ble for her safety and well-being.”

Though close confidants — in-
cluding Tsurkov’s family and
some of her co-workers — learned
of the researcher’s abduction in
late March, Israel’s statement is

among the first public acknowl-
edgments of her capture. The
D.C.-based New Lines Institute
for Strategy and Policy, where
Tsurkov is a fellow, said in a
statement that Tsurkov’s family
requested that the news not be
publicized in hopes of quickly and
quietly negotiating a release.

“Our sister is an academic, a
world-renowned expert on the
Middle East in general and Syria
and Iraq in particular,” her family
said in a statement. “She was
kidnapped in the middle of Bagh-
dad, and we see the Iraqi govern-
ment as directly responsible for
her safety. We ask for her immedi-
ate release from this unlawful
detention.”

Israel’s statement came after
foreign media began to report on
Tsurkov’s kidnapping, according
to Israeli officials cited in reports
by local media.

Israeli media reports said Rus-
sian and Israeli officials were co-
operating in efforts to secure the
researcher’s release.

Russian spokesman Dmitry
Peskov, however, said Thursday
the Kremlin had no information
about Tsurkov being taken hos-
tage. “We’ll definitely inquire
about this case at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.”

Tsurkov was kidnapped from
the Baghdad neighborhood of
Karrada, abusy district filled with
cafes and restaurants, where she
had been conducting interviews,
officials say. She had undergone
back surgery in an Iraqi hospital
days earlier.

Israel identified Tsurkov’s cap-
tors as the Shiite militia Kataib
Hezbollah, a group closely affili-
ated with Iran that has been
linked in other kidnap attempts
involving foreigners.

“There are parts of the Middle
East where [Tsurkov’s] very iden-
tity places her at grave risk,” wrote
New Lines Magazine, which is
published by the New Lines Insti-
tute, in a statement on Wednes-
day. “But Liz is committed to a
specific style of granular, hyperlo-
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Elizabeth Tsurkov in 2017.
Israeli media reports say that
Russian and Israeli officials are
working to secure her release.

cal research that requires field-
work, and she never seems fright-
ened of anything. She stayed in
Iraq.”

Gisha, an Israeli nongovern-

mental organization at which
Tsurkov previously worked, char-
acterized the academic on Twitter
as an advocate “for the human
rights and the well being of Pales-
tinians in Gaza.”

Tsurkov entered Iraq with her
Russian passport to conduct re-
search for her doctoral studies at
Princeton, according to the Israeli
prime minister’s office. Iraq’s par-
liament has criminalized rela-
tions with Israel or Israeli citi-
zens, citing its support for the
Palestinian cause.

Her family said in its statement
that she had been in Iraq to con-
duct research for her degree at
Princeton’s comparative politics
department.

When asked about its role and
knowledge of Tsurkov’s trip, a
spokesman for the university said
they could not share information
concerning student records, cit-
ing school policy.

“Elizabeth is a valued member
of the Princeton University com-
munity,” said Michael HotchkKiss,

assistant vice president for com-
munications at Princeton. “We
are deeply concerned for her safe-
ty and well-being, and we are
eager for her to be able to rejoin
her family and resume her stud-
ies”

In November 2021, another
Princeton doctoral candidate, Xi-
yue Wang, filed a lawsuit against
the university, alleging “reckless,
willful, wanton, and grossly negli-
gent acts” during a three-year
period in which he was impris-
oned in Tehran on charges of
espionage. The student was con-
ducting academic research there,
something he said his faculty had
encouraged, despite the risks.

“The Princeton community
should be asking alot of questions
about the university’s research &
travel & protection policies,” said
Dani Gibert, an academic whose
work focuses on hostage-taking
practices, in a tweet.

Robyn Dixon in Riga, Latvia,
contributed to this report.
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T'ruckmakers reach deal to phase out polluting big rigs

Agreement with California could speed industry’s
transition to electric and helps avoid court fight

BY TIMOTHY PUKO

Some of the largest manufac-
turers of heavy trucks and en-
gines in the country have agreed
to accept a California plan to ban
sales of new diesel big rigs by
2036 under adeal aimed in part at
thwarting potential litigation and
maintaining a single national
standard for truck pollution
rules.

The deal averts a costly court
battle with the biggest industry
players and eases the transition to
clean electric commercial trucks
in California, the largest market
in the country, and potentially
other states. The agreement cov-
ers manufacturers including
Ford, Daimler and General Mo-
tors, as well as the Truck and
Engine Manufacturers Associa-
tion. All are agreeing to imple-
ment the California plan regard-
less of how it may fare in the
courts.

The coalition, the Clean Truck
Partnership, was born out of
more than three months of nego-
tiations between the industry and
the California Air Resources
Board, which has been pushing
new rules to lead the country on
cleaning up heavy trucks. Califor-
nia Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) her-
alded the deal as a major step
toward reducing air pollution
and emissions that warm the
planet.

“California has shown the
world what real climate action
looks like, and we are raising the
bar yet again,” Newsom said in a
statement. “Today, truck manu-
facturers join our urgent efforts
to slash air pollution, showing the
rest of the country that we can
both cut dangerous pollution and
build the economy of the future.”

Diesel-powered commercial
trucks are a major source of air
pollution nationwide, in particu-
lar affecting people living near
ports, warehouses and other facil-
ities involved in intensive ship-
ments of goods. In California,
heavy-duty trucks account for
nearly a third of nitrogen oxide
pollution and more than a quar-
ter of fine particle pollution in the

state, according to the California
Air Resources Board.

Both of these pollutants are
linked to asthma, other respirato-
ry illnesses and premature death.
Black and Latino people consti-
tute a notable proportion of Cali-
fornia residents living near the
state’s ports — which are among
the busiest in the country — and
are vulnerable, state officials said.
The deal could have broader im-
plications. Several other states
often follow the clean air rules of
California, and because of its size,
automakers often produce cars
for sale nationwide to meet Cali-
fornia standards. That has helped
make California a trendsetter in
reducing the air pollution emit-
ted by cars and trucks for decades.

Eight states have adopted a
precursor to the California plan,
accounting for about 25 percent
of the American truck market.
The states that regularly adopt
California regulations were
briefed on the new deal at the end
of the negotiations. The manufac-
turers said they are committed to
switching to big rigs that produce
no emissions, and they touted
provisions to harmonize Califor-
nia rules with a recent proposal
by the Environmental Protection
Agency to limit nitrogen oxide
emissions.

The industry for years has tried
to make the rules set in Washing-
ton and Sacramento as near-iden-
tical as possible. That includes a
2019 deal the California Air Re-
sources Board struck with several
makers of passenger cars to meet
stricter state rules, undercutting
a Trump administration plan to
relax federal gas-mileage stan-
dards.

Recently, however, the indus-
try had been fighting attempts by
California to reduce pollution
from and ultimately phase out
diesel-powered trucks. As part of
the deal, California will adopt
some of the less stringent federal
rules the EPA enacted in Decem-
ber, including standards that
would make it easier for trucks to
comply at slightly lower pollution
rates.

“Automakers need harmoniza-
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Some major manufacturers accepted a plan to ban sales of new diesel big rigs by 2036. Above, trucks enter the Port of Los Angeles in 2021.

tion between programs to help
meet our shared goal of lowering
emissions,” Cynthia Williams,
global director of sustainability at
Ford, said in a statement. That
“will help us get more clean
trucks on the road across the
country.”

The association and Ford be-
gan negotiations with California
regulators earlier this year, when
it became clear that the EPA in-
tended to grant California “waiv-
ers” to enforce environmental
rules that are significantly tough-
er than federal regulations. Sacra-
mento and Washington had never
before diverged on their stan-
dards for diesel big rigs, said Jed
Mandel, president of the Truck
and Engine Manufacturers Asso-
ciation.

California officials led by Ste-
ven Cliff, who until last summer

was head of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, began using that divergence
to create pressure for tougher
nationwide standards. The Cali-
fornia Air Resources Board pro-
posed stricter pollution limits for
heavy-duty vehicles, such as de-
livery vans, garbage trucks and
18-wheelers, to begin with the
2024 model year, three years
ahead of the administration’s lat-
est regulations.

Mandel said manufacturers
are investing billions of dollars to
develop zero-emission vehicles
for the American trucking indus-
try. Volvo and Daimler are among
them, with Dbattery-powered
trucks for sale in the United
States and plans to develop hy-
drogen fuel-cell trucks that can
travel longer distances over the
next several years. Some electric

semi-tractors are coming out
with more than 250 miles of
range, with Tesla promoting a
video of one of theirs pulling a
load over a mountain.

With those manufacturers now
saying they can deliver zero emis-
sions by the next decade, the EPA
should be factoring in that recent
progress to justify ratcheting up
federal mandates, said Craig Se-
gall, who oversees policy at Ever-
green Action. Segall worked at the
California Air Resources Board
helping to negotiate this deal un-
til this spring. “Now that trucks
are moving to zero” emissions,
there is “no reason to set” a weak-
er standard for them, he said.
“The manufacturers themselves
are ahead of where the adminis-
tration is.”

The Biden administration did,
at the U.N. Climate Change Con-

ference last year, join a group
with 26 other countries commit-
ted to working toward 100 per-
cent zero-emissions new truck
and bus sales by 2040. But admin-
istration officials declined to say
how the new deal might affect
their plans for fulfilling that com-
mitment. “EPA welcomes this
positive development and looks
forward to reviewing the details
of this agreement,” agency
spokesman Tim Carroll said in an
email.

Truckmakers said they are
committed to a zero-emissions
fleet and their technology already
supports it. But to support a na-
tionwide mandate, manufactur-
ers need to see more federal sup-
port for electric charging stations
and hydrogen systems to build
out an alternative to the existing
diesel network, Mandel said.

JetBlue won't appeal ruling that blocked partnership with American Airlines

Carrier hopes move leads
DOJ to drop opposition
to merger with Spirit

BY LORI ARATANI

JetBlue Airways announced
Wednesday it won’t appeal a
judge’s decision to dismantle a
partnership with American Air-
lines that allowed the two carriers
to coordinate operations on cer-
tain routes in the Northeast Unit-
ed States and share the profits.

The carrier said it hopes its
move to end the Northeast Alli-
ance would prompt the U.S.
Department of Justice to recon-
sider its opposition to JetBlue’s
bid to merge with Spirit Airlines.

“Despite our deep conviction
in the procompetitive benefits of
the NEA, after much consider-
ation, JetBlue has made the diffi-
cult decision not to appeal the
court’s determination that the
NEA cannot continue as current-
ly crafted, and has instead initiat-

ed the termination of the NEA,
beginning a wind-down process
that will take place over the com-
ing months,” the carrier said in a
statement.

American Airlines said that
although it respected JetBlue’s
decision, it would still pursue an
appeal in the Northeast Alliance
case.

“JetBlue’s decision and reason-
ing confirm our belief that the
NEA has been highly pro-compet-
itive and that an erroneous judi-
cial decision disregarding the
NEA’s consumer benefits has led
to an anticompetitive outcome,”
the carrier said in a statement.
“The importance of the legal is-
sues presented and the burdens
of therestrictions on our business
should easily justify an accelerat-
ed appeal.”

American and JetBlue an-
nounced the creation of the
Northeast Alliance in July 2020.
The U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation gave the carriers approval
to form the alliance in the waning
days of the Trump administration
as long as certain conditions were
met. By joining forces on certain

routes between New York and
Boston, the carriers hoped to
compete more effectively against
United Airlines and Delta Air
Lines, the major players in those
markets.

The alliance included flights at
Boston Logan International,
John F. Kennedy International,
LaGuardia and Newark Liberty
International airports.

The DOJ, joined by attorneys
general in Arizona, California,
Florida, Massachusetts, Pennsyl-
vania, Virginia and D.C., chal-
lenged the agreement in 2021,
and the case was heard last fall in
U.S. District Court in Massachu-
setts. A federal judge in Boston
ruled in May that the alliance
diminished competition and or-
dered the partnership be dis-
solved.

Judge Leo T. Sorokin’s 94-page
decision came two months after
the Justice Department moved to
block JetBlue’s attempt to merge
with Spirit, saying the deal would
reduce competition and could
lead to higher fares. DOJ attor-
neys said the loss of Spirit would
be particularly harmful for price-

sensitive consumers who depend
on Spirit’s low fares.

In an interview with The
Washington Post, Robin Hayes,
JetBlue’s chief executive, pushed
back on the notion that the merg-
er would mean less competition
in an industry in which four
airlines account for about 80 per-
cent of the market.

Hayes said combining opera-
tions would create an airline that
can be “a disruptive presence able
to appeal to a broader set of
customers.” He added: “We’re do-
ing this to grow. We’re not doing
this to consolidate. We're doing
this to try and get bigger so we
can better compete with the Big
Four airlines.”

A combined JetBlue-Spirit air-
line would be the nation’s fifth-
largest carrier.

Given its decision not to pur-
sue an appeal in the Northeast
Alliance case, JetBlue on Wednes-
day urged the DOJ to take an-
otherlook at its $3.8 billion merg-
er with Spirit, noting that the
DOJ itself has recognized “the
benefits of JetBlue’s disruptive
impact on the industry.”

“As it relates to the Spirit com-
bination, terminating the NEA
renders the U.S. Department of
Justice’s (DOJ) concerns about
our partnership with a legacy
carrier entirely moot,” JetBlue
said. “With that, the DOJ should
reconsider and support our plan
to bring a national low-fare com-
petitor to the Big Four; the flying
public deserves better than the
status quo.”

The Justice Department de-
clined to comment on the matter.

Bill Baer, who led the Justice
Department’s antitrust division
from 2013 to 2016, said JetBlue’s
decision is unlikely to hold much
sway with regulators.

“With an adverse decision on
the Northeast Alliance weighing
down their prospects to buy Spir-
it, [JetBlue] made a cynical but
strategically reasonable choice,”
said Baer, now a visiting fellow in
governance studies at the Brook-
ings Institution. “I'm pretty confi-
dent that this will not do any-
thing to change the strict scrutiny
the antitrust division is applying
to the Spirit transaction.”

The Biden administration has

increased scrutiny of deals in
industries in which it thinks
there is too little competition to
the detriment of consumers. The
Justice Department’s victory in
the Northeast Alliance case was
seen as a huge boost to that effort.

“We need more, not less, com-
petition in the airline industry, so
I welcome JetBlue’s decision to
end its participation in the North-
east Alliance,” said Rob Bonta (D),
the attorney general of California,
one of the states that joined the
DOJ’s challenge to the American-
JetBlue partnership.

JetBlue has taken other steps
to allay regulators’ concerns
about overlaps in service between
the two carriers in the Northeast.
Hayes previously pledged to di-
vest Spirit’s holdings in Boston
and New York and said it would
offer five gates and “related assets
at Fort Lauderdale” — a Spirit
hub — to be allocated to other
ultra-low-cost carriers.

Hayes also said concerns about
a loss of seats could be addressed
by operating more frequent
flights and from growth that
would occur as part of the merger.

EMPLOYMENT

Labor market reports
show signs of strength

The U.S. labor market showed
fresh signs of resilience
Thursday, as private hiring
surged, layoffs slowed and filings
for unemployment benefits
stayed relatively low.

U.S. companies added almost
half a million jobs in June, the
most in over a year, according to
data from the ADP Research
Institute in collaboration with
the Stanford Digital Economy
Lab.

A separate report from
Challenger, Gray & Christmas
showed announced job cuts by
U.S. employers fell last month to
an eight-month low.

The latest report on job
openings shows that vacancies
declined in May — unwinding
much of an April surge and

indicating labor demand and
supply are coming more into
balance. The quits rate, however,
rose by the most in nine months,
indicating workers still feel
confident in their ability to
secure another job.

WeeKly filings for jobless
benefits rose by 12,000 to
248,000, according to the Labor
Department. While that was
more than forecast, the figure is
still below June’s peak of 265,000,
which was the highest since
2021. Continuing claims, from
people who have already received
an initial week of aid, fell to the
lowest level since February.

Treasury yields surged and the
S&P 500 slumped following the
reports, which probably will
further solidify the case for the
Federal Reserve to raise interest
rates at its meeting this month,
following its June decision to
pause after 10 straight increases.

— Bloomberg News

DIGEST

AUTO INDUSTRY

VW to test self-driving
vehicles in Austin

Volkswagen said Thursday
that it plans to launch
autonomous, or self-driving,
vehicles for ride-hailing and
goods delivery services in Austin
by 2026.

This year, the German
automaker plans to test 10 ID
Buzz electric vehicles, retrofitted
with an autonomous driving
platform from Mobileye, in
limited areas of Austin, including
downtown. Safety drivers will be
on board.

“The big aim is that we bring
fully autonomous vehicles to the
market as a commerecial, scalable
product,” said Christian Senger, a
Volkswagen board member who
oversees development of
autonomous driving.

Volkswagen joins GM’s Cruise

and Alphabet’s Waymo in testing
autonomous vehicles in Austin,
the capital of Texas, which is
known for the least restrictive
regulations on self-driving cars.
— Reuters

ALSO IN BUSINESS
OceanGate said it has halted all
exploration and business
operations, just a few weeks after
five people were killed in a
company-owned submersible on
an expedition to see the wreck of
the Titanic. The submersible
suffered a “catastrophic
implosion,” according to the U.S.
Coast Guard, and was found after
a days-long multinational search.
A banner on the company’s
website announcing the news
Thursday offered no further
details, and OceanGate did not
immediately respond to news
organizations’ requests for
comment.

The U.S. trade deficit shrank in
May as the value of imported
merchandise declined to the
lowest level since October 2021.
The shortfall in goods and
services trade declined by

$5.5 billion, or 7.3 percent, from a
month earlier to $69 billion,
Commerce Department data
showed Thursday. The figures
aren’t adjusted for inflation. The
value of goods and services
imports declined 2.3 percent,
while total exports fell

0.8 percent. Demand for foreign
goods is easing as American
consumers temper their
spending on goods in favor of
services and experiences.

Ford Motor Co. on Thursday
followed rivals in reporting a
rise in second-quarter U.S. auto
sales, driven by easing supply
chain snags and pent-up
demand. The U.S. automaker’s
quarterly sales rose about

10 percent to 531,662 vehicles,
the company said. Ford’s quarter
was powered by a 26 percent
jump in truck sales. Sales of the
electric version of the F-150 truck
more than doubled from last
year. However, Ford’s overall EV
sales fell 2.8 percent amid
lingering supply snags.

Amazon’s $1.65 billion bid to
buy vacuum cleaner maker
iRobot faces an in-depth
European Union investigation
amid concerns the takeover could
hurt competition. The European
Commission, the E.U’s merger
watchdog, set a deadline of
Nov. 15 to vet the potential
impact of the deal, which has
sparked a backlash from privacy
activists. The Washington Post is
owned by Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos, and interim Post chief
executive Patty Stonesifer sits on
Amazon’s board.

— From news services
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WHAT’S NEW

Threads is built on Instagram’s base and Meta’s baggage

BY GEOFFREY A. FOWLER
AND NAomMm1 N1x

Mark Zuckerberg has unveiled
Threads, a clone of Twitter de-
signed to lure people turned off by
the social network’s changes un-
der owner Elon Musk.

And in its first 24 hours, more
than 30 million people signed up
for the free app. The billionaire
social media smackdown is about
to get real.

What does Threads mean for
you — and should you join in the
rain on Musk’s parade?

On the one hand, Threads has a
decent chance of becoming a —
maybe even the — major new hub
for text-based online conversa-
tions. Unlike other would-be Twit-
ter rivals Bluesky and Mastodon,
Threads arrives with a potential
audience of billions who already
use Meta’s photo and video-ori-
ented Instagram, which Threads
is built on top of. Meta says it’s
taking moderation seriously to
make Threads a safer place for us
(and eventually advertisers).
Zuckerberg, too, is less inclined
than Musk to put his foot in his
mouth.

But Threads also comes with a
whole host of Meta baggage, in-
cluding questionable privacy
practices, opaque algorithms and
Big Tech monopoly power. Many
of those issues have turned people
off Zuckerberg’s other social net-
works such as Facebook. And
those issues are all still present in
Threads. For example, from the
moment you first log in to
Threads, it starts showing you
recommended posts from ac-
counts and brands you don’t nec-
essarily follow — or necessarily
even care to see.

What'’s to like — and dislike —
in Threads? And how do you give
itatry?

Getting on Threads is simple

You’ll need to have an Insta-
gram account to sign up for
Threads. Then you can download
the Threads app for iOS or An-
droid to set up your account.
You’ll use the same name for your
Threads account as you do on
Instagram.

When you first use the app,
you’ll be given the option to auto-
matically follow all of the same
accounts you follow on Instagram
— or just select some of them.
We're curious to see how this
plays out: How much overlap is
there between accounts you fol-
low on Instagram for their epic
photographs with accounts you
want to read for their text or hot
takes on politics and TV?

That system also means your
existing Instagram friends and
followers don’t automatically fol-
low you on Threads. You’ll have to
build up that audience all over
again.

And one other thing to note: At
launch, Threads isn’t available in
Europe, where the Irish Data Pro-
tection Commission recently hit
Meta with a record $1.3 billion
fine for breaking its privacy rules.
The region’s new Digital Markets
Act also puts some of the Meta’s
data-sharing and privacy practic-
es into question.

It works a lot like Twitter

Metabent over backward to tell
us Threads is not a Twitter clone.
“Threads is a new app that’s fo-
cused on text and dialogue. And
the way that we think about this is
we’re modeling it after what Ins-
tagram has done for photo and
video,” said Connor Hayes, a Meta
product vice president.

But in many ways, Threads
works exactly like Twitter. It’s pri-
marily oriented around text con-
versations, and your posts —
called “threads” — are limited to
500 characters each. You mention
other people in threads by using
the @ symbol in front of their
username, and can reply to some-
one else’s posts. You can also
quote or retweet — erm, “repost”
— someone else’s threads by click-
ing a button. (So should we call a
thread of threads ... a knit?)

You can include photos and
videos in Threads, but they don’t
show up as Instagram posts or
Reels. You can also share Insta-
gram photos and videos on Reels,
but they show up just as regular
links. There aren’t native integra-
tions between the two apps.

What’s different from Twitter?
There’s no separate direct mes-
saging function at launch. And
you have a bit more control over
the audience who can see what
you post.

And unlike Twitter, Threads
also has no hashtag or trending-
topics function, and there’s no
way to edit threads once you've
posted them.

You can’t take your Twitter
friends with you

Many Twitter users spent years
curating the list of accounts to
follow over on the bird app. But so
far there’s no easy way to port that
list into Threads.

Blame a lack of interoperabili-
ty. Despite the complaints of con-
sumer advocates and some law-
makers, Big Tech companies have
largely resisted calls to make their
products work easily with each
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other. (Example No. 1: Apple’s
iPhone.) The companies have lit-
tle incentive to make it easy for
you to quit.

It’s possible that someone will
figure out a hack that makes this
possible. Or hopefully Meta will
open up technology on its side
that allows you to import follower
lists.

Your feed is chosen by an
algorithm, not you

When you open the Threads
app, you're thrown into a feed of
threads that’s a mix of accounts
you’ve chosen to follow and algo-
rithmically generated sugges-
tions. Some of the people who are
already on Threads include singer
and actress Jennifer Lopez, celeb-
rity chef Gordon Ramsay and so-
cial activist Malala Yousafzai,
along with entertainment brands
such as Netflix and Bravo TV.

But there’s no way to make
Threads show you only the posts
from accounts you’ve chosen to
follow and no way to clear the
home screen of Threads from peo-
ple you didn’t select. In a thread,

Instagram’s head Adam Mosseri
said afollower-onlylist was on the
company’s to-do list.

There’s also no way to make
your feed ordered chronologically
— instead, it’s organized by what
the Threads algorithm thinks you
might find most interesting.

It’s just as bad for your
privacy as Facebook

Like Twitter, Threads accounts
can be either public or private. On
a public post, you can also adjust
the groups who can reply to every-
one, only the accounts you follow
or just the ones you mention in
the post.

Having said that, Threads is
just as hungry for your personal
data as Facebook and Instagram
are. Patrick Jackson of privacy
tech company Disconnect says
he’s found the Threads app gob-
bling data you might not expect,
including details of your phone
(model number, screen resolution
and time zone) and identifiers
such as a timestamp for when you
installed the app.

You should also assume that

WASHINGTON POST ILLUSTRATION; META

when you sign up for a Threads
account, Meta has access to every-
thing Facebook and Instagram
have learned about you over the
years — on and off its apps — to
target ads and tailor your experi-
ence.

There are no ads (so far)

At launch, Threads has no ads.
But don’t expect it to stay that
way. Meta, which makes the vast
majority of its revenue from
tracking what users do online and
using it to target them with ads,
says it may open the door to ads in
the future.

Meta says it takes safety
seriously, but time will tell

Meta says safety is an advan-
tageithasvs. Twitter. Threads will
apply the same content rules that
exist on Instagram. That means
users on Threads aren’t supposed
to be able to praise terrorist or
hate groups, buy firearms or make
threats against people or groups.

That said, even in the first few
hours of Threads, users reported
examples to us of anti-LGBTQ+

rhetoric on the network — with
mixed success at getting it taken
down.

And keep in mind: Any user
who is allowed to be on Instagram
will be allowed to be on Threads.
Earlier this year, Meta reinstated
Donald Trump’s Facebook and In-
stagram accounts following a
two-year suspension, so he’d be
welcome on Threads.

There are some protections for
children. Users under 16 are auto-
matically defaulted into a private
account. And Threads will allow
users to limit replies to their
threads to only people that they
follow or mentioned in the
thread.

Threads wants to make life
easier for creators

Meta says that Threads will
lower the risk for creators who
want to try a new text-based social
media app but don’t want to have
to put in all the work it takes to
build a new following from
scratch. Instead, they can encour-
age their fan base on Instagram to
join Threads to start. But users
will still have to opt in to follow
their favorite creators on Threads,
and there is no guarantee that
every creator’s followers will be
interested in the new app.

“My guess is that there’s going
to be a bunch of people that end
up being very successful on
Threads who you wouldn’t really
expect,” Meta’s Hayes said. “You
mightlook at them now as a visual
content creator, but they have a
lot of great things to say they just
haven’t had the place to say them.
And our hope is that Threads can
be that place.”

There’s hope Threads will join
the open fediverse

Meta says that it has plans to
make Threads compatible with
the so-called fediverse, meaning it
would work along with other de-
centralized social networks such
as Mastodon. (To do this, Meta has
committed to an industry proto-
col called ActivityPub.) That could
be revolutionary for the industry,
but Silicon Valley doesn’t have a
great track record with actually
making things work together.

Be careful before you delete it

You can only delete and deacti-
vate your Threads account by de-
leting your entire Instagram ac-
count.

In its privacy policy, Meta
states: “You may deactivate your
Threads profile at any time, but
your Threads profile can only be
deleted by deleting your Insta-
gram account.”

TECH IN YOUR LIFE

Tik'Tok, Mastodon and other alternatives for those

BY HEATHER KELLY

Twitter has been through
some big changes. For many
loyal users of the 17-year-old site,
Elon Musk’s takeover and subse-
quent management decisions are
a sign that it’s time to use Twitter
less or leave it altogether.

The fast-moving feed of news,
commentary and arguments has
already experienced issues, in-
cluding a rise in hate speech,
unwanted feature changes, a lim-
it on the number of tweets you
can read, and the ongoing fum-
bled rollout of a new verification
system. Massive job cuts and
Musk’s own position on free
speech could lead to more wide-
spread harassment, misinforma-
tion and technical issues.

A number of companies have
tried to fill the void. After the sale
closed, a surge of people said
they were moving to Mastodon,
an open-source alternative that
has tried to catch on as a less
toxic Twitter for years. Other
smaller start-ups have pushed
their own untested apps as the
next alternative to Twitter, in-
cluding Spill, Hive, CounterSo-
cial, T2 and Post.

An app called Bluesky has
taken off with some of Twitter’s
big-name users. It is backed by
Twitter founder Jack Dorsey and
started as a Twitter-funded side
project in 2019, but it is now
independent and has launched a
bare-bones beta app. And most
recently, Facebook and Insta-
gram parent company Meta has
decided to make its own version
of Twitter called Threads.

There is no exact copy or one
app that will hit all the same
spots. Even if an option looks
and acts similar to Twitter, it
won’t take off unless it can
replicate the same sprawling net-
works of people that Twitter
spent over a decade creating. As
with Facebook, ditching Twitter
can mean scattering your online
presence across multiple other
apps. Leaving Twitter could also
mean cutting things out of your

online life permanently, like late-
night doomscrolling or arguing
with strangers online for sport.
And maybe, just maybe, that’s
okay.

Here are the options you can
consider.

Before you start: Be smart
about trying new apps

When choosing new social
networks or apps to test out,
don’t blindly trust smaller com-
panies with your data or person-
al information. Remember that
larger alternatives from Meta
and TikTok come with their own
ethical and privacy issues. To
stay safe, avoid giving apps ac-
cess to sensitive information like
your contacts (they will ask re-
peatedly). Check all of your pri-
vacy settings, both in the app and
on your smartphone’s settings.
Sign up with an alias email
address and use a strong pass-
word and multifactor authenti-
cation when you can.

Because there are so many
clones, here is a breakdown of
some of the more serious com-
petitors.

Threads: This is a brand-new
competitor from Meta, which is
calling Threads a text version of
Instagram. It also looks pretty
identical to Twitter with a feed of
short posts you can repost or
reply to. While still untested, it
does have a leg up on all the
other competitors because it’s
coming from a company with
billions of users, existing moder-
ation and security infrastruc-
ture, and a long history of suc-
cessfully cloning other apps.

Mastodon: Mastodon is a sev-
en-year-old social media net-
work that can be accessed on the
web or though its mobile app on
i0S and Android. It’s decentral-
ized, meaning there are thou-
sands of individual communities
it calls servers instead of just one
site. While its longer track record
and similarities to Twitter have
drawn in many people, it can
seem a bit more technical to new
people.

Bluesky: A surprise hit,
Bluesky drew a ton of Twitter’s
biggest-name posters when it
launched this year. It’s also very
similar to a bare-bones Twitter —
you sign up with your email,
choose a handle, and then you
can scroll through a timeline and
write your own posts. Like Mast-
odon, it’s based on a decentral-
ized system, but it’s is easier to
hop right in without worrying
about the underlying tech.

Find apps to read the news

For many users, Twitter is the
place they see the news happen-
ing in real time. Instead, put a
news aggregation app on the
homepage of your phone, like
Apple’s News app or Google
News. Both include a wide selec-
tion of outlets and local news
sources, which can be the first to
report on events in their areas
like shootings or disasters.
Switching to traditional news
outlets or tools that curate them
like Flipboard has the added
bonus of decreasing the risk of
misinformation, which can
spread on Twitter during break-
ing news events.

If you prefer to make your own
list of outlets, like you do on
Twitter, try an RSS reader. Use an
app like Feedly, Newsify or Ino-
reader.

If you specifically enjoy the
messy arguments over news sto-
ries between regular Twitter us-
ers, any news publication’s com-
ment section should fill that
void.

Get insight and
entertainment from experts

One of the delights of Twitter
is that you can read the thoughts
of fascinating people free. Aca-
demics, law experts, reporters,
comics and people who have
devoted their life to niche topics
have all shared their brilliance in
an accessible way. Luckily, many
are posting those same thoughts,
more in-depth, other places.

Sign up for newsletters. Many
big Twitter personalities have

longer-form offerings, published
through their employers or inde-
pendently on Substack or Medi-
um.

You can also support creators
on sites like Patreon and Ko-fi,
which let you pay different
amounts for access to their con-
tent. Follow them on the other
big social media sites, like Insta-
gram, TikTok, YouTube and
LinkedIn. Finally, subscribe to
podcasts featuring the same kind
of smart, funny and informative
people you find on Twitter.

Forge personal relationships

People have found lasting
friendships, even fallen in love
and met their spouse, over Twit-
ter. If you already established
relationships with other Twitter
users, make sure you have an-
other way to reach them, like
WhatsApp, Signal or Instagram.
If you have a group of friends, it
was probably time to fire up a
group chat anyway.

As for making more of these
connections, that’s harder. Send
emails or direct messages to
people whose posts you like on
other sites.

When you join other sites like
Reddit, look for communities of
people with similar interests and
use direct messages or replies to
strike up friendly conversations.
Some dating sites have launched
platonic versions of their apps
specifically for meeting friends,
including Bumble BFF, Meetup
and Friender.

Be part of a community

To find larger groups of people
with similar interests, check out
Facebook groups, join subreddits
about the topics youre most
interested in, find relevant Dis-
cord groups or see if theres a
similar group on Mastodon.

If you were active on Tumblr,
you could try revisiting the site.

You can test out one of the
smaller apps like CounterSocial
that have a similar feel to Twitter,
but be careful with your data
and security. There’s a high

looking to leave Twitter

chance all of your interests al-
ready have a thriving community
on TikTok and YouTube, where
you can participate in comments
if you’re not into posting videos
yourself.

If you are trying to find a
specific community, look at their
last tweets and see if prominent
members have said where they’ll
be next.

If you don’t see the group you
want thriving anywhere yet, go
ahead and start it yourself.

Get updates in an emergency

Federal and local agencies use
Twitter to post updates about
emergencies, like road closings
from floods, shelter-in-place or-
ders during shootings and evacu-
ation updates for wildfires. You
can follow the agencies on Face-
book instead, but your best bet is
to make sure you are getting
alerts pushed directly to you on
your phone.

Check your phone settings to
see what wireless emergency
alerts you're getting, like Amber
Alerts. Subscribe to your school
or workplace alert systems, and
find local alerts by looking up
your state, city or county agen-
cies.

A number of them use the
text-based emergency alert sys-
tem Nixle (to sign up, text your
Zip code to 888777).

Finally, you can dive into the
controversial world of neighbor-
hood crime apps, like Citizen and
Amazon’s Neighbors app. They
let you follow events as they
happen in your area with up-
dates from people on the scene,
and many local agencies are
already on them. (Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos owns The
Washington Post.)

Do some networking

It seems that for as long as job
hunting and corporate jargon
exist, LinkedIn will thrive. You’re
probably already on LinkedIn, so
just give your profile a polish and
start posting or sharing what
you’re working on there.

Listen to live audio

An exodus from Twitter could
be the best thing to happen to
Clubhouse, the audio chatroom
app that had a moment during
the pandemic. Twitter copied
Clubhouse with its Twitter Spac-
es feature, which has been a hit
with many users. If you’re leav-
ing Twitter, Clubhouse is still
around and hosting round-the-
clock chatrooms.

Unwind with nonstop
scrolling

TikTok has elevated mindless
scrolling to an art form. If you
use Twitter as a way to Kill time
or unwind, TikTok is the best
replacement. You can see similar
addictive video content on Insta-
gram Reels, albeit a couple of
days or weeks later.

If your Twitter scrolling is
more of a problem than an
enjoyable way to pass time, con-
sider checking out e-books from
your local library to read on your
phone instead. You get the same
feel of flipping through nonstop
text on your screen free and with
less anxiety.

Stick around but protect
your data

If you want to wait and see
what happens, you can do it
while minimizing any potential
privacy risks posed by new Twit-
ter management or a drop in
moderation. You can even make
yourself a ghost on the app
without having to fully leave it.

If you use Twitter anonymous-
ly to communicate sensitive in-
formation, or worry about online
harassment, do these things im-
mediately: Back up all your
tweets and follow lists, delete
sensitive DMs (both sides have to
delete it), delete old tweets, and
lock down privacy and anti-ha-
rassment settings.

Even if you aren’t worried
about your Twitter presence, you
should export a copy of your
Twitter data now so that you
have a list of people you follow
before they leave.
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JOSH ROGIN

Biden tells

Syrian aclivists
he still thinks
Assad must go

ow that he’s campaigning in earnest, Presi-
dent Biden more often finds himself talking
with regular Americans who in turn get a rare
opportunitytobend the ear of theleader of the
free world. These exchanges offer a window into what
the president is thinking and saying when he’s outside
the view of cameras (and beyond his handlers’reach).

Three Syrian American activists took advantage of
their audience with Biden at a private fundraiser on
June 27 in Maryland to implore him to do more to
oppose Syrian dictator Bashar al-Assad and protect
innocent Syrian civilians. Encouragingly, these activ-
iststold me, Biden not only seemed to care deeply about
the plight of Syrians but also seemed to want to do more
about it. Yet they also noted that the president’s state-
ments on Syria don’t match his own administration’s
current policies. They are right on both counts.

Alaa Tello, a Syrian American from Massachusetts,
said she told Biden, “Assad must go.” Biden then
responded, according to Tello, “I agree.” That con-
trasts sharply with his administration’s own recent
actions, which include telling Arab countries in the
Persian Gulfthat the United States won’t oppose their
normalization of Assad and failing to implement U.S.
sanctions against Assad’s enablers.

Biden was vice president when the Obama admin-
istration first declared in 2011 that “Assad must go.”
Current administration officials don’t say that any-
more, in part because Assad doesn’t seem to be going
anywhere. But the activists’ conversations with the
president were a sign that Biden still believes it, Tello
told me afterward.

Tello pressed the president to help the Syrian
people free themselves from the grip of Assad and his
Russian and Iranian partners, whose campaign of
mass atrocities is now in its 13th year.

“Hesaid, ‘I can’t promise you, but I will do the best I
can, ” Tello told me. “He cared. He engaged in the
conversation with a high level of empathy, and I felta
lot of hope that the United States and the president
will help the Syrian people.”

A National Security Council spokesperson told me:
“We will not normalize relations with the Assad
regime without authentic progress toward a political
solution to the conflict, and we are aligned with our
Arab partners on the ultimate objectives.”

‘We really need to push
the political process, and the U.S.
needs to lead on that front.”

Muhammad Bakr Ghbeis

Tello’s husband, Muhammad Bakr Ghbeis, a physi-
cian, told me he implored Biden to pay more attention
to Syria’s northwest Idlib province, where more than
3 million internally displaced civilians are living in
squalor, cut off from the world, and enduring con-
stant attacks from Syrian and Russian forces.

“We have to save Idlib,” Ghbeis told me he told
Biden. “Please save Idlib, Mr. President.” Biden re-
sponded: “I hear you, but I can’t send U.S. soldiers to
Syria.” Ghbeis answered, “Mr. President, no need to,
we can do it, we can protect ourselves, we just need
more support from the U.S.”

Ghbeis spelled out the specific asks of the Syrian
American activists in an op-ed on Wednesday in the
Hill that he co-wrote with former House Foreign
Affairs Committee chairman Eliot Engel (D-N.Y.).
Ghbeis and Engel want the Biden administration to
actively oppose Assad’s further diplomatic rehabilita-
tion, including his possible attendance at an interna-
tional climate conference later this year in the United
Arab Emirates. The Arab League welcomed Assad
back as a member this year.

Syrian activists also want the administration to
publicly support a bipartisan bill called the Assad
Regime Anti-Normalization Act, which would stiffen
penalties on any entity that aids the Assad regime,
until or unless the Syrian government ceases its
atrocities. Lastly, they want Biden to give Syrians
living outside Assad’s rule more humanitarian aid
and economic support.

Ghbeis is active in a nonprofit organization called
Citizens for a Secure and Safe America, which advo-
cates on behalf of the Syrian opposition. The group’s
spokesperson, George Stifo, also a Massachusetts
resident, was also at the event, where he had his own
interaction with Biden.

“Mr. President, if we had stopped the Russians in
Syria, we would not have seen the war in Ukraine,”
Stifo told me he told Biden, arguing that Russian
President Vladimir Putin became emboldened after
getting away with atrocities in Syria. Stifo says that
the president responded by saying he would not
permit the Russians to succeed again.

One might think that Biden was just telling the
Syrian activists what they want to hear. But Syrian
Americans know from experience that these quick
chats with the commander in chief can have real
influence. In 2018, after a different Syrian activist met
with President Donald Trump at a fundraiser, he took
her story to heart. Trump ended up changing U.S. pol-
icy, directing his officials to use diplomatic tools to
prevent a Syrian attack on Idlib at the time — which
they did with some success.

Biden officials like to think they run a tighter ship
and thatthe president won’t change U.S. policy after a
few conversations. But you never know.

What comes out of this particular exchange re-
mains to be seen. But all the Syrians’ specific policy
asks are part of a broader, valid concern about the
Biden administration’s Syria policy. They see the
administration as lacking initiative and willingness
to get deeply involved in the diplomacy needed to
negotiate a just end to the war.

“We really need to push the political process, and
the U.S. needs to lead on that front,” Ghbeis told me.
“That has not been the case for the last six years.”

In the past, Biden has expressed the view that the
United States should lead the international diplomacy
on Syria and use pressure to stop Assad from slaugh-
tering civilians with impunity. Perhaps his encounter
with the activists will lead him back to this position.
Even after all this time, it’s still the right thing to do.

POST PANDEMIC

How covid —

and two babies —
changed the way
| walk my city ©

BY KATE GAVINO

| FIRST MOVED HERE IN 2018. BEFORE COVID, |
WALKED EVERYWHERE. THAT'S HOW | LEARNED
TO NAVIGATE THE CITY.
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7

1
oD
i

i

PREGNANCY CAN ALREADY BE
AN ISOLATING, ALIENATING
EXPERIENCE.

PREGNANCY WHILE LIVING
ABROAD DURING A GLOBAL
PANDEMIC ONLY HEIGHTENED
THAT ISOLATION.

WALKING WITH TWO SMALL CHILDREN ISN'T
EXACTLY RELAXING. THERE ARE SIDEWALK
TANTRUMS AND THE OCCASIONAL VOMIT
INCIDENT. PLUS, THE CITY'S ANCIENT,
CHARMINGLY SMALL STREETS ARE NOT

* ALWAYS STROLLER-FRIENDLY.

BABY
SHARK!

DOO DOO
DOO DOO
DOO DOO!

NOW, I’'M HOPING TO INSTILL
THE BEGINNINGS OF
FLANEUR-DOM IN MY
CHILDREN. TO ENCOURAGE
THEM TO MARVEL AT THE
CHANGING COLORS OF THE
LEAVES OR TO PASSIONATELY
HUG A PLANTER IN A FIT OF
JOY TO BE OUTSIDE.

| HAD A COVID BABY.

IN FACT, |
HAD TWO
COVID BABIES.

| WALKED BOULEVARDS AND
STREETS, BROWSING BOOKSHOPS
AND SITTING IN PARKS.

| WAS A FLANEUR,
WANDERING BOTH BANKS
AIMLESSLY,

THREE YEARS LATER, |
AM NO LONGER A
FLANEUR. I'M A MOTHER
OF TWO WITH A FULL-
TIME OFFICE JOB.

BUT | AM SO HAPPY TO BE WALKING. | DIDN'T REALIZE HOW
MUCH | HAD MISSED IT UNTIL TWO YEARS INTO MY
POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION, WHEN | WAS AMBLING ALONG THE
PARK ON AVENUE DE BRETEUIL.

SO WE WALK, AND | RELEARN
THE CITY THROUGH THEM. AT
MY TODDLER'S PACE, |
NOTICE WINDOWS OR WALL
MURALS | DIDN'T SEE BEFORE.
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MY DAUGHTER WAS BORN IN 2020,
UNDER THE STRICTEST COVID
SAFETY MEASURES ...

... WHILE MY SON WAS BORN IN 2022,
UNDER SLIGHTLY MORE LAX BUT
STILL RIGID RESTRICTIONS.

| HAD MY FAVORITE
BENCHES, MY FAVORITE
HEADSTONES IN MY
FAVORITE CEMETERIES, MY
) FAVORITE SIDE OF THE
SEINE TO STROLL DOWN.

FEW THINGS MADE ME
HAPPIER THAN A LONG
WALK THROUGH THE CITY.

AS AN EXHAUSTED MOTHER, | CRAVE
ALONE TIME, BUT THAT'S JUST NOT
POSSIBLE NOW. INSTEAD, | TAKE MY
CHILDREN ON WALKS.

THESE AREN'T THE
HOURS-LONG WALKS OF
MY PRE-MOTHERHOOD
LIFE. THEY'RE NOT
WHAT YOU wWOULD
CALL "CAREFREE.’

IT WAS A SUNNY DAY, AND THERE WERE
SHEEP GRAZING ON THE GRASS. THE
m% ANIMALS ARE IN THE PARK
EVERY SPRING, GETTING THE
I GRASS READY FOR A SUMMER
OF PICNICS, SUN TANNERS

=Tz L7 AND, OF COURSE,
] FLANEURS.
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WE ARE NOT AIMLESS FLANEURS, BUT MAYBE WE'LL GET THERE
SOMEDAY. WE'RE ADJUSTING, LEARNING, DISCOVERING OUR
SURROUNDINGS. WITH MY CHILDREN, IT'S AS IF I'M DOING
EVERYTHING FOR THE FIRST TIME.

WE LIVE IN PARIS, WHERE PUBLIC LIFE SEEMS TO
HAVE RETURNED TO ITS MOSTLY MASK-FREE, AIR-
KISSING, PROTESTING-THE-GOVERNMENT EXISTENCE.

THEN CAME MARCH

2020, AND PARIS WENT

INTO A STRICT

LOCKDOWN. | WAS TWO \

MONTHS PREGNANT. WE

COULDN'T GO
ANYWHERE WITHOUT A
WRITTEN PERMISSION
FORM, AND ONLY FOR
AN HOUR AT A TIME.

DURING MY HOUR OF

OUTDOOR RECREATION,
I'D WALK IN CIRCLES IN
QUR BUILDING'S SMALL
COURTYARD, PEEKING
OUT THE GATE
OCCASIONALLY FOR ¥y
SIGNS OF LIFE.

MOST OF THE WALKS | GO ON ARE SHORT AND DIRECT: TO
DAY CARE, TO THE TRAIN, TO THE GROCERY STORE. | DON'T
WALK AIMLESSLY. | WALK WITH PURPOSE.

| HADN'T SEEN THE SHEEP IN YEARS, EVEN
THOUGH THEY HAD BEEN ONLY A FEW BLOCKS
AWAY FROM OUR APARTMENT.

THEY MADE ME SO ... PEACEFUL.

THOSE ARE
SHEEP.

COOL, HUH?

Kate Gavino, a writer and illustrator, is the
creator of the website and book “Last Night's
Reading.” Her most recent book is “A Career in
Books: A Novel About Friends, Money, and the
Occasional Duck Bun.”

D.C.’s broken

promises Lo
small businesses

BY ROBERT KOTCHENREUTHER,
Naobp EjiGUu AND MARK ROSENMAN

ast fall, a majority of then-newly elected ANC

3C advisory neighborhood commissioners

posed for an infamous picture giving the

finger to a Cleveland Park business’s store-
front window poster that opposed the planned Con-
necticut Avenue bike lanes because of concerns about
street parking. The reporting of their offensively
dismissive bravado led to apologies from most of
these commissioners. But now it seems that the D.C.
Department of Transportation is rewarding them
with the last word.

D.C. is failing diversely owned and operated inde-
pendent small businesses in Cleveland Park and,
quite likely, across the city. One small-business owner
closed his shop, and others now feel forced to consid-
er moving from the neighborhood because of planned
governmental actions.

After years of DDOT seeking local support to close
the one-lane Connecticut Avenue service road that
borders Cleveland Park businesses and provides
parking for customers (and was the site of the ANC
middle-finger photo), DDOT agreed to a compromise
with the community. The service road would be
redesigned to accommodate a shared vehicle, park-
ing and pedestrian space. Its vehicle exit would be
relocated for increased safety and efficiency.

Now, following years of planning and months and
months of very costly disruption to businesses — and
after very significant taxpayer expense — DDOT is
nearing completion of that shared roadway. But ANC
3C, at its last meeting, approved a resolution spon-
sored by one of the commissioners in that offensive
picture asking DDOT to permanently close the serv-
ice road to vehicles and parking.

Just one month later, DDOT — despite earlier
having received a petition from about 75 percent of
Cleveland Park’s small businesses (more than 45 of
us) asking exactly the opposite — announced in a
news release that the service road reconstruction
would be altered to bar all vehicle traffic. That new
design wasn’t even tested. To try to partially compen-
sate for that loss of customer parking, DDOT said it
would install 30-minute meters on neighboring resi-
dential side streets, per the ANC request.

One small-business owner closed
his shop, and others now feel forced
to consider moving from
the neighborhood because
of planned governmental actions.

A group of business owners — including two of the
authors and Jay Morris, owner of Brothers Sew & Vac;
Ranjit Kaur, owner of Cleveland Park Liquor; Christo-
pher Stadnyk, owner of Frame Mart Gallery; Salim
Adimi, owner of Fresh Med; John Yucel, owner of Imaj
Salon; Jane Treacy and Phillip Eagleburger, owners of
Treacy & Eagleburger Architects; Andrew Shin, owner
of Uptown Cleaners; Diana Calcagno, owner of Vace
Italian Deli; and Suprabha Beckjord, owner of
Transcendence-Perfection-Bliss of the Beyond — agree
with customer surveys and government findings that
parking is the most important factor in their success.
Given years of pleas from this business community not
to reduce parking, how could a single ANC resolution
undo the carefully considered DDOT compromise for
the service road? It seems that small, local businesses
have no clout with D.C. government. It also seems the
community’s interests can be easily subverted with a
flawed and misinformed ANC resolution.

We know our neighborhood, and we know our
customers. We know our own experience.

We know that parking is critical to our success, as
shown in prior DDOT studies and an analysis by the
deputy mayor for planning and economic develop-
ment. We know that when construction disrupts
parking on the service road and on Connecticut
Avenue, our businesses suffer — up to 40 percent of
gross revenue lost, as documented internally by some
of us recently. We know that the service road was safe,
and that its new design and reconstruction were
approved by DDOT as safe for all users. And we know
that aging residents, those with mobility issues and
those with bulky purchases absolutely need parking.

We know that our customers, especially those
visiting restaurants and bars, need more than 30
minutes to park. When our customers were asked, a
preponderance said they would patronize us more if
there were more parking. More than 85 percent of
Cleveland Park’s small-business respondents report-
ed to the deputy mayor in a previous market study
that the lack of available parking was the biggest
challenge to our businesses.

DDOT knows from its own studies that there is no
unused parking midday or evenings during the week
or on Saturdays on Connecticut Avenue or on the
adjacent side streets. Its intent to install 30-minute
meters and move traffic onto residential streets will
infuriate the neighborhood residents, as would its
plans for moving deliveries and truck traffic there. A
30-minute parking limit would mean shoppers
would not be able to visit more than one business on
each trip.

The confluence of the removal of parking for bike
lanes on Connecticut Avenue, the introduction of
30-minute meters and the removal of parking on the
service road demonstrate that DDOT doesn’t care
about our survival.

We worked with Cleveland Park residents, civic
organizations and local businesses to come up with a
safe plan that served all of our interests. Years and
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars were spent
on constructing the compromise shared-roadway
design. And now that it’s about to be opened, we're
sandbagged by ANC 3C and DDOT, and who knows
which other officials.

That DDOT could reverse years of planning and
commitment, even after we have made business
decisions based on it, is devastating.

Robert Kotchenreuther is the owner of Cleveland Park
Valet. Naod Ejigu is the owner of a 7-Eleven in Cleveland
Park. Mark Rosenman is a neighborhood activist helping
Cleveland Park businesses and residents.
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Maria Corina Machado speaks during a news conference in Caracas, Venezuela,
on Tuesday to address her disqualification to hold public office.

Mr. Biden needs a Plan B
for democracy in Venezuela

The regime continues its repressive moves against the opposition.

ARIA CORINA MACHADO, a former elected

member of Venezuela’s National Assembly, has

been gaining traction as the potential standard-

bearer for that autocratic country’s democratic
opposition in elections scheduled for next year. Credible
polls project her to lead in this year’s Oct. 22 primary
through which opponents of President Nicolas Maduro
plan to select a single candidate to run against him.

But now it seems Ms. Machado might never get the
chance. The Maduro regime announced June 30 that she is
disqualified from holding public office — for 15 years —
purportedly because of her past support for U.S. sanctions
on Caracas. Ms. Machado vowed to continue her cam-
paign, arguing, plausibly, that the attempt to ban her is a
sign of weakness by an unpopular government that
“knows it is already defeated.”

The fact remains that Mr. Maduro can probably force
her to the sidelines if he is determined to do so, just as
Nicaragua’s dictator, Daniel Ortega, barred his principal
opponents from running in 2021. Two other leading
opposition candidates in Venezuela face bans already. And
the Maduro regime recently announced a complete
replacement of the 15-member National Electoral Council,
which will supervise the general elections in 2024. In
charge of the hiring process: Mr. Maduro’s wife, Cilia
Flores.

All of the above threatens the already slim chances of a
peaceful democratic transition in Venezuela, which des-
perately needs one after a decade of economic collapse,
political repression and systematic corruption under
Mr. Maduro.

U.S. policy failed to promote such change under
President Donald Trump, who tried “maximum pressure”
in the form of stepped-up economic sanctions and global
diplomatic recognition of an interim government headed
by opposition politician Juan Guaidé. President Biden
abandoned that course in favor of a new one built around
negotiations between the opposition and Mr. Maduro and
the mobilization of frozen Venezuelan assets for a humani-
tarian aid fund. Caracas has been offered selective
sanctions relief as an inducement to engage in good faith
with its internal foes. The most important U.S. concession
so far has been allowing Chevron to resume limited
production in the oil-rich country.

Even before the regime’s latest repressive moves, the
Biden approach seemed to be yielding diminishing re-
turns. The regime has refused to resume formal negotia-
tions with the opposition since November and demanded
thelifting of all remaining sanctions as a condition for any
agreement. Left-leaning governments in Colombia and
Brazil have not fulfilled the administration’s hopes to
facilitate a settlement; especially disappointing has been
the posture of Brazilian President Luiz Inicio Lula da
Silva, who recently dismissed evidence of human rights
violations in Venezuela as “a constructed narrative of
authoritarianism.” And Mr. Lula declined to condemn
Ms. Machado’s disqualification, protesting that he did not
know all the “details.”

The time is fast approaching for the Biden administra-
tion to develop a Plan B, in coordination with like-minded
governments, both within Latin America and beyond it. In
that respect, unified rejection of the regime’s attempt to
bar Ms. Machado from running — by the United States,
Canada, the European Union, the Organization of Ameri-
can States, Britain, Chile, Uruguay, Colombia and Para-
guay — was a good first step. The administration should
demand that Mr. Lula join the chorus.

Yet Mr. Maduro, who has embraced Vladimir Putin’s
Russia as an ally, has openly declared he is indifferent to
international criticism. The Biden administration has no
choice but to back up the promise that it made from the
beginning of its new policy — and that the State
Department reiterated June 30 in response to the crack-
down on Ms. Machado: “to hold accountable those who
seek to thwart the will of the Venezuelan people” At a
minimum, that should mean ruling out any more sanc-
tions relief until all opposition candidates have their
political rights restored, the regime has taken verifiable
steps toward the establishment of a new, credible National
Electoral Council and good-faith talks with the opposition
have resumed.

Mr. Biden was right that his predecessor’s policy did not
restore democracy and prosperity to Venezuela, whose
desperate plight, along with the mass migration it
triggered, has turned into a source of instability for the
whole Western Hemisphere. Now, he has to adjust his own
strategy, urgently, lest another such failure occur on his
watch.

A brake on civil asset forfeiture

Congress agrees: It should be easier to get governments to return seized property.

HE HOUSE Judiciary Committee is a forum for

some of the most divisive political fights in

Washington, including around social media mod-

eration and investigations into Donald Trump
and Hunter Biden. But with little fanfare, the committee
last month posted a rare unanimous vote, advancing by
26-0 a bill to limit civil asset forfeiture. The legislation,
introduced by Rep. Tim Walberg (R-Mich.) and co-
sponsored by Rep. Jamie B. Raskin (D-Md.), among
others, deserves to be considered by the full House before
Congress leaves for its August recess.

The law enforcement practice of seizing money or
property that officers suspect was involved in a crime has
produced a train of high-profile controversies over the
past decade. The Flatwater Free Press recently described
the way officers in Nebraska’s Seward County have
apparently made a habit of confiscating large amounts of
cash from motorists under the threat of arrest on drug
charges. Under civil — as opposed to criminal —
forfeiture, property owners lack many traditional due-
process protections.

The House bill, known as the Fifth Amendment
Integrity Restoration Act, or FAIR, would put sensible
controls on the practice. It would end “equitable sharing,”
which allows state and local police to skirt state-law
limits on civil forfeiture when they work with federal
agencies such as the FBI. Local cops in joint operations
with the FBI benefit from laxer federal forfeiture rules
when they confiscate property and share the proceeds
with the feds.

According to the Institute for Justice, 37 states have
curbed civil forfeiture since 2014, but equitable sharing

has blunted the effect of that broad-based reform effort.
The FAIR Act would respect state legislatures’ decisions
— arare win for federalism in criminal justice policy.

The legislation would change the burden of proof the
federal government must meet to hold seized property to
“clear and convincing” evidence, up from the relaxed
“preponderance of the evidence” standard. It would
ensure that courts have a say in the resolution of asset
forfeiture cases and allow federal judges to appoint a
lawyer for property owners who can’t afford one. And it
would redirect forfeited funds so Congress, rather than
law enforcement, has more control over their use.

These and other changes would help limit abuses. But
it’s possible not all of the results of the legislation will be
to criminal justice reformers’ liking. Civil forfeiture can
be a less punitive alternative to prosecution in certain
drug cases, for example, and raising the threshold to seize
property might lead law enforcement to make more
arrests instead. Police forces will need more officers to
fully investigate suspected crimes, instead of merely
seizing what they suspect are the proceeds.

The risk of unexpected consequences is worth it to
vindicate the principle that the government should not be
able to seize Americans’ property without due process.
The Supreme Court imposed some limits on civil
forfeiture in a 2019 decision, and it will hear another case
involving the practice next term. The Obama and Trump
Justice Departments each changed federal policies on
property seizures. But unlike state legislatures, Congress
has been mostly quiescent over the past decade as civil
forfeiture has emerged as a major national debate. Let’s
hope that’s about to change.

PIA GUERRA AND IAN BOOTHBY
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Baltimore deserved better

Baltimore Mayor Brandon Scott (D),
speaking after a shooting in South Balti-
more left two dead and nearly 30 people
wounded, said, “We want this mass
shooting to be treated just as [if] it
happened in rural America” [“2 Killed,
28 wounded in shooting in Baltimore,”
Metro, July 3].

Ironically, The Post, which has given
front-page coverage to many mass shoot-
ings across the country, relegated this
one to the Metro section. What message
do you imagine that sends to readers?

'W. Luther Jett, Washington Grove, Md.

Restructure student loans

Regarding the July 2 news article “Big
Tech, studentloans and other decisions by
the Supreme Court”:

Could student loans be restructured to
roll back high interest rates, eliminate
compounding interest, extend the payoff
dates, allow options for working off the
debt with community serviceo pportuni-
ties, offer flexible grace periods for emer-
gencu situations, create reasonable insur-
ance policies to guarantee repayment,
reduce the amount owed to the original
principal amount borrowed, or eliminate
interest and charge simple service fees?

Should prospective student borrowers
be required to attend an online course
covering basic financial information and
thebenefits and risks of taking on a student
loan before signing on the dotted line?
Should financial institutions supervise the
use of student loan funds to ensure that the
money is used for legitimate educational
expenses and not to refresh a wardrobe or
go on a spring break trip?

Students are inexperienced and vulner-
able and deserve guidance, not entrap-
ment in a usurious situation that threat-
ens their future and our economy. Stu-
dents past and present are looking for a
break, not atrap. Let’s rethink the student
loan process to make it fair and equitable
to allow them to proceed and succeed in
school and in life.

Susan McFalls, Reston

Admissions complexities

Though many of us would have liked the
Supreme Court to uphold the use of race as
a factor in college admissions, this ruling
does not mean colleges are done with di-
versity. Rather, I'd argue the opposite.

I am the coordinator of the Advance-
ment Via Individual Determination pro-
gram at a diverse public high school in
Northern Virginia. My students are exact-
ly the kind of students who benefited from
the affirmative action admissions policies
argued at the Supreme Court. Though
there is concern about the changes, I am
seeing colleges be even more committed
to providing opportunities to students
historically and currently marginalized
and creating the diversity we need in our
educational institutions. Immediately af-
ter the ruling, I received statements from
universities reaffirming their commit-
ment to advancing diversity.

Articles and columns promulgating a
narrative that colleges are now going to
stop accepting Black and Brown students
in favor of White and Asian students only
scare the very students we want to help
into thinking they no longer can go to
college. I've already had students contact
me concerned because of these mislead-
ing messages.

The only way students will not go to
college is if they give up, and these mes-
sages are encouraging students to think
they should.

Will the Supreme Court’s ruling create
challenges? Yes. But I am confident the
higher education community and the
many educators, businesses and govern-
ment leaders who support diversity will

find ways to keep providing educational
opportunities to all students.
Eric Wolf Welch, Arlington

I am confused by the recent Supreme
Court decision that using race for college
admissions is unconstitutional. The 13th,
14th and 15th amendments were about
race because slavery was about race; Jim
Crow was about race; lynching was about
race; employment, banking and housing
discrimination was about race; and doors
of higher education being closed to Black
people was about race.

We didn't get the 40 acres and a mule
after the Civil War. That would have atleast
helped get us started on a path to equality
and equity, so affirmative action was seen
as a small IOU compensation, or a kind of
reparations for the hundreds of years of
owning people’s bodies, labor, etc., which
enriched many White people and their
companies, North and South, which then
became inheritances for their children,
while the descendants of the enslaved got
nothing. But the Supreme Court doesn’t
think Black people are owed anything.

The situation would be comparable to a
government breaking all the legs of Black
people and then making those whom they
crippled run the same race for survival as
those with healthylegs. Some would say the
government should atleast give crutches or
walkers to those whose legs the govern-
ment broke, but the Supreme Court said no
crutches or walkers allowed for Black peo-
ple, because that would be race-based.

Brenda Shelton, Alexandria

In his June 30 op-ed, “The court did not
‘end’ affirmative action,” George F. Will
claimed the decision “usefully affirms the
principle of racial neutrality at a moment
when public- and private-sector institu-
tions are rejecting it.”

It did no such thing. According to the
decision, the 14th Amendment prohibits
the consideration of race in admissions at
state and private universities, but military
academies controlled and operated by the
federal government are somehow immune
from that provision of the Constitution.

By including an exception for military
academies, the only thing that the deci-
sion did was expose the inconsistencies
and contorted reasoning underlying the
conservative justices’ opposition to affir-
mative action.

Greg Hillson, Alexandria

Ukraine needs time

The July 1 editorial “Don’t retreat from
Ukraine’s slow advance” correctly urged
patience and resolve as Ukrainian forces
pursue their difficult counteroffensive
against Russia’s invasion. Is President
Biden listening? Throughout the more
than year-long war, he has dithered and
hesitated in providing Ukraine the kinds of
weapons that could prove decisive against
the onslaught, and then did so only after
public and congressional pressure forced
him to. This is much the way he reacted to
the Chinese espionage aircraft that he al-
lowed to drift over strategic sites in the
United States before shooting it down.

Equally important, Mr. Biden has never
provided the American public athorough,
cogent explanation of the stakes in
Ukraine and the urgent need to turn back
Russia’s wanton aggression, as columnist
Marc A. Thiessen offered a month ago
[“This is the ‘America First’ case for sup-
porting Ukraine,” June 4]. Does the com-
mander in chief even understand?

Even without sending regular troops,
the United States and NATO have thrown
in their lot with Ukraine. A failure to
defeat Russia now, with its shaky leader-
ship and seemingly incompetent military,
would be a devastating blow to the re-
markably courageous and resilient Ukrai-
nian people and to the West’s credibility.

Patrick Louis Knudsen,
Fredericksburg, Va.

@he Washington Post

SALLY BUZBEE

JUSTIN BANK........ Managing Editor LIZ SEYMOUR. ...Deputy Managing Editor MARY DUENWALD...
FREDERICK J. RYAN JR KRISSAH THOMPSO Managing Editor MARK W. SMIT Deputy Managing Editor KAREN TUMULTY
} : BARBARA VOBEJDA........coenmueirineinnns Managing Editor SCOTT VANCE....... ...Deputy Managing Editor DAVID VON DREH

Publisher

PATRICIA Q. STONESIFER
Chief Executive Officer

..... Executive Editor

NEWS

MONICA NORTON ..... Deputy Managing Editor DAVID SHIPLEY

..Deputy Opinion Editor
Deputy Opinion Editor
..Deputy Opinion Editor

EDITORIAL AND OPINION

Opinion Editor
L. WAYNE CONNELL..

STEPHEN P. GIBSON
JOHN B. KENNEDY....
MIKITOLIVER KING

KATHY BAIRD......oovrurrrrnned Communications & Events
....Human Resources
KATE M. DAVEY......correirreenrecnrenens Revenue Strategy

....Finance & Operations
General Counsel & Labor

OFFICERS

MICHAEL A. RIBERO
VENKATESH VARALU

Subscriptions
Data and Analytics

The Washington Post
1301 K St. NW, Washington, D.C. 20071
Arc XP (202) 334-6000




FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2023 - THE WASHINGTON POST

EZ RE

A19

CATHERINE RAMPELL

America
can exploit

China’s
brain drain

y fellow Americans, it’s time to
set aside our xenophobia. For
the good of our country, let’s
1 help drain China’s brains.

As China has lifted its pandemic lock-
downs, many residents have grown more
footloose. Maybe high youth unemploy-
ment has left younger workers restless.
Maybe the mysterious disappearances of
several Chinese billionaires and business
leaders have spooked other upwardly
mobile citizens. Or maybe people are just
tired of living in an authoritarian country
with arbitrary restrictions on freedom of
ideas, capital and movement.

Whatever the specific motivations, the
number of people leaving China and
seeking to make (or invest) their fortunes
abroad is rising again, according to data
from the U.N. Population Division and
recently highlighted by the Wall Street
Journal’s Nathaniel Taplin.

Every year over the past several dec-
ades, China has experienced a net migra-
tion outflow. The years after the global
financial crisis, however, saw a slightly
slower trickle of people leaving, perhaps
because the United States and other rich-
er countries faced a weak recovery.

But in recent years (with a brief excep-
tion during covid-era lockdowns), that
trickle has again come to resemble more
of a gusher. On net, more than 300,000
people left China in 2022, with another
net loss of 300,000 projected this year.
For context, that’s roughly double the
annual net outflow from 2010 to 2017.

Other privately sourced data suggests
that among those choosing to pack up
and go are a growing number of China’s
millionaires.

This is a problem for China — on a
number of fronts.

Decreasing fertility rates and rising
out-migration recently led China to lose
its status as the world’s most populous
country. More important than the super-
lative, these demographic trends will
drag on Chinese living standards in the
years ahead. This is especially true if
those leaving the country are dispropor-
tionately higher-skilled, deeper-pocketed
and younger, as appears to be the case.
However impressive Beijing’s economic
and scientific ambitions might appear, it
will struggle to achieve them if the coun-
try’s top talent is always eyeing the exits.

China’s loss presents a huge opportu-
nity for the United States, though.

Immigrants have long been the life-
blood of the U.S. economy and innova-
tion. For more than a century, we have
benefited from waves of people leaving
difficult conditions in their home coun-
tries. In fact, the U.S. government has
often worked hard to poach the top talent
of our geopolitical adversaries. During
the mid-20th century, for instance, we
took in scientists from Germany (both
those who worked for the Nazis and those
persecuted by them); and part of our Cold
War policy included siphoning off Soviet
superstars.

These and other immigrants turned
out to be productive workers, who in turn
made our own homegrown workers more
productive. This served our interests eco-
nomically, militarily and geopolitically.
It’s great marketing for Western demo-
cratic values, after all, to be a desirable
destination for your rivals’ top talent.

Plus, bringing this coveted talent here
means that same talent is not available
there.

For all these reasons, I've previously
argued for exploiting Russia’s brain
drain. The same arguments apply to Chi-
na, too. Perhaps especially to China, given
that U.S. political leaders openly fear
being surpassed by Chinese innovation or
getting locked out of global supply chains
that intersect with China. U.S.lawmakers
from both parties often justify expensive
new industrial policies and protectionist
measures on such grounds.

But however much money we throw at
semiconductor or battery manufactur-
ing, we will struggle to achieve our own
ambitions if we lack the talent to build
and operate those high-tech facilities, as
we now clearly do. As Cato Institute
scholar Scott Lincicome put it: You can be
a China hawk or you can be an immigra-
tion hawk, but you can’t really be both.

Right now, nervous Chinese profes-
sionals and entrepreneurs are streaming
to Singapore and other countries. The
United States should be encouraging
them to bring their talents here instead.
Unfortunately, we’ve mostly done the
opposite.

Some U.S. senators, for instance, have
pushed to deny visas to Chinese citizens
who want to come to the United States to
study science, citing supposedly unman-
ageable national security risks (even
though no one is suggesting visiting for-
eign nationals, from any country, go un-
vetted). Scholars of Chinese descent al-
ready here are reportedly choosing to
leave tenured jobs at U.S. institutions,
citing a hostile political and cultural
environment, not to mention occasional
threats of violence.

Even some state governments are get-
ting in on the red-baiting. Florida recent-
ly passed a law banning Chinese nation-
als from buying property, with several
other states following suit.

The United States is a nation of immi-
grants; China is increasingly looking like
anation of emigrants. There’s an obvious-
ly play to be made here, if only we can get
out of our own way.
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An artist’s interpretation of pulsars being affected by gravitational ripples produced by a supermassive black hole.

Physics learns to surf
the gravitational wave

BY KATIE MACK

hen, eight years ago, I
learned that gravitational
waves had been detected, I
felt seasick. But this past
month’s report of evidence that the
cosmos is churning with low-frequency
gravitational waves sent me reeling.

As a physicist, I'm used to knowing
that an invisible world of particles and
waves moves through the universe. I've
made peace with being constantly
skewered by neutrinos and cosmicrays.
Iblithely submit to X-rays at the dentist
and to radio waves everywhere.

But a gravitational wave? That’s a
distortion of space-time itself — a
stretching and squeezing of the fabric
of reality, a wave of deformation tear-
ing through the cosmos, warping ev-
erything in its path. The monstrous
denizens of the intergalactic deep re-
veal themselves not through the light
they emit but by how they stir the
space-time we share. When a gravita-
tional wave moves through you, you
are, for a moment, a different shape.

It’s a tiny effect, of course. The first
gravitational waves detected in 2015
— by the Laser Interferometer
Gravitational-Wave Observatory
(LIGO) facilities in Livingston, La.,
and Hanford, Wash. — were triggered
byblack holes colliding a billion light-
years from Earth and changed the
length of the four-kilometer-long de-
tectors by less than one-thousandth
the width of a single proton.

Lying in bed on the night I heard
about this breakthrough, I thought
about the inescapable ripples in space
altering me on a subatomic level. I
thought I would never again feel I was
on truly solid ground.

Now, with the latest news from the
North American Nanohertz Observa-
tory for Gravitational Waves (NANO-
Grav), astronomers have a completely
new and audacious way to make vivid

those choppy cosmic waters.

Likelight, gravitational waves come
in different frequencies, depending on
their source. Pairs of black holes
around the mass of the sun produce
shortbursts of high-frequency gravita-
tional waves as they wheel around
each otherhundreds of timesa second.
That’s what the LIGO experiment
picks up.

Supermassive black holes are a dif-
ferent story. Millions or billions of
times as massive as the sun, they lurk
at the hearts of galaxies. The one at the
center of our own Milky Way, called
Sagittarius A*, is 4 million solar mass-
es. Our neighbor the Andromeda gal-
axy has a central black hole believed to
be 30 to 50 times that.

It is still something of a mystery
exactly how supermassive black holes
come to be such behemoths. But it’s
clear that when their host galaxies col-
lide, they eventually eat each other, too.

Gravitational-wave detectors on
Earth, such as LIGO, are of no use here.
The final orbits of paired supermas-
sive black holes can take years or dec-
ades while their gravitational waves
stretch out across light-years. It’s not
possible with current technology to
build a detector that large, sensitive to
waves with such low frequencies.

That’s why astronomers had to use
the Milky Way itself as a makeshift
observatory.

In June, for the first time, astrono-
mersrevealed they had picked up trac-
es of a background hum of low-
frequency gravitational waves. It was
embedded in 15 years of data from
naturally occurring cosmic metro-
nomes across the galaxy.

These metronomes, called millisec-
ond pulsars, are the spinning rem-
nants of dead massive stars. They
sweep beams of radio waves with every
rotation, hundreds per second — and
keep near-perfect time. Tiny discrep-
ancies might be because of individual

stellaridiosyncrasies or could be asign
that gravitational waves have changed
the distance each pulse travels on its
way to us. By monitoring dozens of
pulsars, astronomers hunt for correla-
tions in timing errors that are a smok-
ing gun of passing gravitational waves.

And that’s just what they found.
The discovery is not going to revo-

lutionize science in one fell swoop.
For one thing, it is not entirely clear
where the hum comes from, though it
looks very much like what we expect
from the combination of gravitation-
al waves generated by all the super-
massive black hole collisions across
the cosmos. If it is, it’s a first step
toward a whole new way of seeing the
universe that will give us fantastic
insights into the formation and
growth of galaxies.

Already, forinstance, there are hints

in the data that supermassive black
hole pairs might be heavier or more
common than we thought. A few more
years of data might reveal individual
supermassive black hole collisions,
alongside any burst of light they also
produce.

The hum could yet be something

else entirely. It might be the quake
from a violent event in the early uni-
verse, such as cosmic inflation — the
spectacular expansion of space we
think happened during the Big Bang.
Another possible source is the vibra-
tions of cosmic strings, hypothetical
webs of energy that stretch across the
€OSMOS.

There’s so much to discover. We’ve

been bobbing around blindly on this
cosmic sea, occasionally hit by an er-
rant wave. Now we have our first
glimpse of the entire ocean.

Katie Mack is the Hawking chair in
cosmology and science communication at
the Perimeter Institute for Theoretical
Physics and the author of “The End of
Everything (Astrophysically Speaking).”

DAVID IGNATIUS

Russia still wants to help oversee the internet

ussia might be reeling from an
“armed mutiny” at home and a
botched invasion of Ukraine, but
that hasn’t stopped it from push-
ing a plan for centralized United Nations
oversight of the internet. An unfortunate
new wrinkle is that Moscow’s approach
appears to be getting some support from
U.N. Secretary General Ant6nio Guterres.

“We’re concerned about the Russians
... pushing their authoritarian digital
agenda in every forum around the
world,” explained a senior Biden admin-
istration official in an email. “It’s global
and relentless, and when we step back
even a little bit, they fill that void.” He
said the State Department has conveyed
its “legitimate concern” about a U.N.
“takeover” of internet governance to
U.N. officials in New York.

Russia’s latest bid for top-down inter-
net control came in aresolution submitted
for next week’s meeting in Geneva of the
ruling council of the U.N.s International
Telecommunication Union. Moscow’s pro-
posal seeks changes in governance “to
prevent fragmentation of the Internet,”
according to a document posted on the
ITU website.

What “fragmentation” is Russia talking
about? The internet has been functioning
pretty smoothly for decades. If there are
any blockages, they’re the ones introduced
by authoritarian governments such as
Russia and China. But as you read Mos-
cow’s proposal, it becomes clear that Rus-
sia is doubling down on its past demands
for global political regulation as an alter-
native to what it claims is U.S. control of
cyberspace.

“There is currently no platform for
practical interstate dialogue to discuss the
possibility of coordinating the activities of
states in regulating the Internet of poten-
tial threats to the integrity and reliability
of the network and preventing regulatory
fragmentation,” the Russian document

argues in an English translation.

A reader of this bland bureaucratic
language might forget that it was Russia
that has used the internet to subvert
elections in the United States, as well as
balloting in many European countries. Or
that it’s Russia that has refused to sign the
2001 Budapest Convention on Cyber-
crime, which was ratified by 68 countries.
This fox, it seems, never tires of attacking
the henhouse.

The surprise is that Russia’s ideas about
global political regulation appear to have
gained some support from Guterres. In a
May policy brief to advance his plan for a
“Global Digital Compact,” the secretary
general supported the existing “multi-
stakeholder” governance approach. But
he also expressed some of the same regula-
tory themes as Moscow.

There “must be a collective effort to
ensure that regional, national or industry
initiatives, however well-meaning, do not
further fragment the Internet,” Guterres
wrote, without documenting any existing
fragmentation. He went on to argue that
“we need a networked multilateral ar-
rangement” to handle such problems.

“The United Nations is only one actorin
this firmament, but it is the only global
entity that can convene and facilitate the
collaboration needed,” Guterres argued.
His solution appears to be his compact,
which the Biden administration official
said could be adopted at the U.N’s planned
“Summit for the Future” in September
2024.

The Biden administration is working
with allies to make sure internet govern-
ance remains broadly based and bottom-
up. Explains the senior official: “Many
non-governmental stakeholders and
some governments are worried that politi-
cal processes based in New York will lack
expertise and competence to address
these issues appropriately and will just
open the door for intergovernmental, top-

down controls and/or get bogged down in
proxy political debates. To many, the secre-
tary-general’s Policy Brief confirmed this
suspicion about a New York takeover.”

One skeptical review of Guterres’s pro-
posals comes from Konstantinos Komai-
tis, an internet policy expert at the Lisbon
Council, a think tank based in Brussels. In
a recent article, he argued: “The fact that
the secretary general aims to channel
Internet policy issues through the UN’s
multilateral system is alarming. When
looking at the issues the ‘Global Digital
Compact’ will seek to address, one cannot
help but wonder whether the ultimate
goal is to create a centralized system
where the UN sits at the top.”

Russia itself has actually been a benefi-
ciary of the current system of decentral-
ized governance, which is supervised by
an organization known as ICANN. Fiona
Alexander, a distinguished fellow at Amer-
ican University’s Internet Governance
Lab, noted at a recent U.N. gathering that
ICANN rebuffed proposals to cut off Rus-
sia’s internet access after the Ukraine
invasion, because it wanted to protect a
single global internet.

“Ironically, Russia’s internet users were
better protected in the internet govern-
ance ecosystem than they would have
been if decisions were made in this build-
ing,” Alexander told the U.N. audience.

These arcane policy debates are the
trench warfare of the modern technology
world, but they get little attention outside
government bureaucracies. “I don’t see
any visible, public pushback to Guterres’s
Global Digital Compact, and I'm worried,
because the United Nations is all politics,”
says Alexander.

It would be an appalling mistake if
Russia, having muzzled its citizens and
invaded its neighbor, got a U.N. platform
to write the rules of the road for the
digital technology that will shape the
21st century.

ALYSSA ROSENBERG

Why Congress
should pay
grandparents
Lo watch kids

f child care ever did get the federal
investment it so desperately needs,
what should the government pay
for?

Broadly, parents need greater access to
more affordable child care. But they need
it at different hours, and they’d like it to
come in a variety of forms and to pay a
range of people to do the work.

To meet all those needs, policymakers
have to help grow the range of child-care
options and trust parents to make the
best choices for their families.

Most child care is geared toward
parents who work from about 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. on weekdays only. For parents who
work evenings, nights or weekends, there
are services at just 8 percent of tradition-
al day-care centers and 34 percent of
home day cares, as Linda Smith and
Victoria Owens note in a May report
from the Bipartisan Policy Center. A
mere 2 percent of centers and 16 percent
of home day cares are open between
7 p.m. and 11 p.m.

As a result, workers on nonstandard
shifts have vanishingly few options.
That’s especially true for those without
partners or local family. And people can
be left scrounging for child care on short
notice. According to that same report,
nearly a third of parents find out their
schedule with two weeks’ notice or less.

To plug this gap in the market, Con-
gress should Kkick-start some experi-
ments. Sens. Todd C. Young (R-Ind.) and
Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.) have introduced
legislation that would fund child-care
initiatives for parents who work nontra-
ditional hours or find out their shifts
with less than a week’s notice. A biparti-
san group of California lawmakers pro-
posed a similar pilot program aimed at
supporting police officers.

For ideas, lawmakers could look to
facilities such as the Dreamery. This
24-hour child-care center in Kalamazoo,
Mich., also offers emergency drop-in care
for shift workers. Located in a building
that includes affordable housing units,
the Dreamery is rooted in the community
it serves. Lawmakers might also consider
the pilot that the Defense Department
launched in 2021 that subsidizes wages
for in-home providers such as nannies so
military families can have consistent
coverage even on nights and weekends.

Many parents prefer to have a friend,
family member or neighbor look after
their kids. About one-quarter of parents
with children under age 3 reported
getting their care this way in a survey of
parents conducted by the Center for the
Study of Child Care Employment at the
University of California at Berkeley.
Twenty-two percent said a combination
of child-care options including this one
was their ideal arrangement.

Lacie Nelson from coastal Oregon is
one mom who trades child care with a
friend, another single parent. She told
me why at last month’s Zero to Three
Strolling Thunder lobby day in D.C.: The
Head Start program where her son was
enrolled didn’t feel like a good fit. Her
little boy “will eat fruit and vegetables all
day long.” When he didn’t want to eat the
chicken nuggets the center was serving
him, the director wouldn’t work with her
to offer him alternatives.

Nelson’s dream would be a policy that
lets her pay her friend. That sort of
solution could play an important role in
rural communities and for night workers
who would rather their child sleep at a
familiar home than in a private facility.

A child-care stipend that parents
could use for whatever kind of care they
prefer could make a real difference. It
would boost the incomes of the people
providing informal care and recognize
that what they do is work worthy of
compensation. According to the Center
for the Study of Child Care Employment,
28 percent of California families don’t
pay the friends, family or neighbors they
rely on as caregivers. Those who do pay a.
median wage of $160 a week.

“There’s so many women taking care
of my children,” says Reshma Saujani, the
founder of the advocacy group Moms
First. She is whipping support for the
new Bipartisan Affordable Childcare
Caucus. “I do think a child-care subsidy
should go to the abuela that’s taking care
of your kids. I do think that you should
have as much choice in what works for
you as possible.”

The challenge is finding a balance
between choice and quality. Rep. Ro
Khanna (D-Calif.) is working on a bill
intended to subsidize care at accredited
facilities. He is also considering giving
parents a stipend they could use to pay
family members and neighbors or even
themselves. (That kind of care wouldn’t
qualify for the cheaper rate.)

Trusting parents doesn’t come natu-
rally to family aid programs. Recipients
of the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren can spend their benefits only on
foods that are regulated down to the
milligram of iron and the processing
method for making masa. For years,
many states denied additional financial
assistance to poor families who had
another child while receiving benefits.

But for a national child-care program
to truly serve everyone, politicians need
to do three things: stump up the money;
give families real choices; then step back
and let parents make their own
decisions.
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100 DAYS
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#ISTANDWITH

EVAN

It has been 100 days since Wall Street Journal
reporter Evan Gershkovich was detained by
Russia during a reporting trip and falsely
accused of espionage. The Wall Street Journal
and the U.S. government vehemently deny
the allegation and have called for his
immediate release.

This brazen violation of press freedom not only
poses far-reaching consequences to journalism
and the media, but to governments and
democracies everywhere. A free press is
pivotal to maintaining a free society.

Journalism is not a crime, and we will not
rest until Evan is released.

Ay

The tashington Post A public service initiative from The Washington Post to promote press freedom worldwide. washingtonpost.com/pressfreedom

PRESS FREEDOM

P0351 6x21




@he Washington Post

METRO

FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2023

EZ

Su

e

Fl ]
8a.m. i Noon i 4p.m.
Fl ]

78 185 186 180

i
: 8 p.m.

THE DISTRICT

- - ; - - l o LI ; h l Hightodgyat :
- - i - - i Ml i approx. 2 p.m. .
& ’ & l @ l ’ l ° US proseCUtors will seek AT,

felony charges against the

l Precip: 45%

_ Jan. 6 rioter arrested near
L ismon the Obama home. B3

VIRGINIA
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R

scolds Senate Democrats
for resisting his call for

permanent tax cuts. s3

I\J

OBITUARIES

David Gilmour, 91,
brought a glamorous
approach to hydration as
the founder of Fiji water. Ba

10 killings in 5 days in D.C. leave

Victims include Afghan
who helped U.S. forces,
a teacher from Kentucky

BY PETER HERMANN,
EMILY DAVIES
AND OLI1VIA DI1AZ

A military interpreter from
Afghanistan who escaped the
Taliban and sought refuge in the
United States, working as a Lyft
driver to support his family. A
social studies teacher and wres-
tling coach from a family of
educators in Kentucky who came
to D.C. for a professional devel-

JAHI CHIKWENDIU/THE WASHINGTON POST

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser and
other District officials and
community leaders take part in
a public safety walk in Ward 5,
eager to contain gun violence.

opment conference. A Montgom-
ery County Community College
student on summer break.

They are among the 10 people
fatally shot in D.C. in the first five
days of July, a spasm of violence
that pushed 2023’s homicide
count to 127 as the city edged
closer to what might be the
highest yearly total in two
decades.

No place in D.C. has seemed
immune from deadly gunfire in
recent days, and city leaders —

an international trail of grief

still without a permanent police
chief for a department facing
historically low staffing — have
struggled to quell the violence.
The most recent shootings
ranged from Columbia Heights
to Congress Heights, from Capi-
tol Hill to the campus of Catholic
University.

But their impact was not con-
fined to the nation’s capital.

It extended almost 600 miles
west, to Oldham County High
School in suburban Louisville,
where Maxwell Emerson, one of
those slain, taught in the same
school from which he graduated.
And it extended almost 7,000
miles east, to Parwan province in
Afghanistan, where the extended

SEE VIOLENCE ON B2

House bill

could allow
stadium at

RFK site

A new D.C. home for
Commanders would still
face hurdles in council

BY MEAGAN FLYNN
AND SAM FORTIER

Rep. James Comer, chairman
of the powerful congressional
committee that oversees D.C., is
preparingtointroducelegislation
that could ultimately allow the
District to build a Washington
Commanders football stadium or
another mixed-use development
at the decrepit RFK Stadium site
— amajor development in Mayor
Muriel E. Bowser’s pursuit to
bring the team back to the city.

A House Oversight Committee
spokesman confirmed Thursday
that Comer (R-Ky.) is preparing
the legislation that could allow
D.C. to develop the RFK site,
which is on federal land, although
he stressed it would not be a land
sale.

The spokesman, Austin Hack-
er, said that details of the legisla-
tion have not been finalized and
that talks are ongoing with Bows-
er’s office.

Comer’s legislation, once it is
introduced, could mark a new
chapter for D.C. as it competes
with Maryland and Virginia for a
chance to woo the Commanders
to a new stadium from its current
site in Prince George’s County.
Bowser (D) has long sought to
bring the Commanders back to
D.C. — although federal legisla-
tion freeing up the RFK site
would be just a first step toward
that goal, with a number of hur-
dles remaining, including a divid-
ed D.C. Council, whose members
have differing opinions about
how the site should be used.

Two people familiar with the
planned legislation who spoke on
the condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive negotiations
said it involved a lease extension,
with one of those people describ-
ing it as a 99-year lease extension
and modification — which would
broaden the city’s options for
what it could do with the land.

The current RFK lease between
D.C. and the National Park Serv-
ice is slated to end in 2038 and
restricts land usage to sports, rec-
reation and entertainment.

Should Comer’s legislation
move forward, D.C. would prob-
ably have a seat at the negotiating
table as the Commanders seek a
new home among the city, Mary-
land and Virginia, upping the
ante in a debate over the future of
the team. The exact timing of the
bill’s introduction was not clear
Thursday.

Comer’sroleinhelpingto shep-
herd the RFK deal somewhat re-
sembles an olive branch after his
House Oversight Committee ear-
lier this year held several conten-
tious hearings in which Republi-
cans lambasted crime and public
safety in D.C. But when Bowser
appeared before the committee in

SEE RFK ON B4

Howard Gasaway Sr.
couldn’t believe what
he was seeing.

There, in the water

a

that had been muddy

and murky, filled with
Petula so much floating trash
Dvorak and tires that it

topped a national list

of the dirtiest rivers, he could see the

faint outline of his 43-foot Viking
yacht’s trim tabs in the Anacostia.

During the same week he saw
clarity in the water, the Anacostia
was declared clean enough to open
for legal swimming for the first time
in 51 years. And everyone who knows
anything about what it took to get
here knows it all began with the 91-
year-old boat captain.

“I never thought I’d see this,” said
Gasaway, who still takes his baby —
“My Sweet J” — out to see the

MINH CONNORS/THE WASHINGTON POST

MICHAEL S. WILLIAMSON/THE WASHINGTON POST

Thanks, Caplain Gasaway.
Jor cleaning up the Anacoslia

the Seafarers —

fireworks every year.

Gasaway is one of the grand
captains of one of the country’s
oldest African American yacht clubs,
“one of the oldest
and most influential champions for
restoration of the Anacostia River,”
said Chris Williams, the president
and chief executive of the Anacostia
Watershed Society. “They were
speaking up for the river back when
almost no one else was and have
been on the front lines ever since.”

The Seafarers began — as did so
many successful Black institutions —
because of bigotry. The Whites-only
clubs of D.C. didn’t allow a Black
man to launch his boat when Lewis
T. Green, a World War I veteran, built
his own boat and went looking for a
place to launch it, said Tony Ford, the
current commodore of the Seafarers.

SEE DVORAK ON B2

TOP: Mark Smith of the District finishes a good round of fishing on the Anacostia in 2020, wrapping it up at dusk
to head to his job. ABOVE: Howard Gasaway Sr. aboard his boat at the Seafarers Yacht Club in Washington.

Va. pulls

LGBTQ
help oft

websile

YOUTH RESOURCES
QUIETLY REMOVED

Youngkin administration
defends decision

BY JENNA PORTNOY

The administration of Virginia
Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) quietly
took down LGBTQ+ youth re-
sources from a state website after
a conservative media outlet ques-
tioned the links, records show,
building on a pattern of removals
derided by public health employ-
ees who say their work is being
politicized.

Within hours of an inquiry
from the Daily Wire, a dozen
resources, including a live-chat
online support group for teens,
were removed from the state
health department website at the
direction of a Cabinet-level agen-
cy, according to emails obtained
under the state’s open records law.

The presence of the materials —
and their subsequent disappear-
ance on May 31 — generated two
headlines and a flurry of online
reaction from conservative read-
ers of the outlet, co-founded by
right-wing commentator Ben Sha-
piro. The decision elicited concern
from department leaders who had
not been consulted and began
emailing their higher-ups asking
why this had happened — again.

Youngkin’s administration has
atleast three times in the year and
ahalf since he took office removed
information from the website
without consulting its own
subject-matter experts, records
show, stripping public health re-
sources on abortions, sexual
health and pregnancy, among oth-
er issues, as he remakes state pol-
icy after eight years of Democratic
control.

Youngkin spokesperson
Macaulay Porter framed the deci-
sion to remove LGBTQ+ youth
resources as part of the governor’s
emphasis on parents’ rights, a fo-
cus that helped him win in 2021
amid politically charged grievanc-
es over critical race theory, an
academic framework for studying
the history of systemic racism that
teachers have said is not in Vir-
ginia public schools’ curriculum.

“In Virginia, the governor will
always reaffirm a parent’s role in
their child’s life. Children belong
to their parents, not the state,”
Porter said in a statement. “The
governor supports providing re-
sources that are age appropriate
however the government should
not facilitate anonymous conver-
sations between adults and chil-
dren without a parent’s approval.
Sexualizing children against a
parent’s wishes doesn’t belong on
ataxpayer supported website.”

She added that state officials
are “reviewing other elements of
the page.”

Discussions about children’s
sexuality and gender identity have
been at the heart of a conservative
backlash to LGBTQ+ rights this

SEE WEBSITE ON B3

Mother in murder case can be released from jail, judge rules

BY DAN MORSE
AND LAURA MECKLER

A Montgomery County woman
accused of letting her 79-pound
child waste away and die on their
living room floor can be released
fromjail ahead ofhertrial, ajudge
ruled Thursday, saying Cynthia
Moore would have to abide by
strict release conditions.

Moore will be allowed to live
with her mother in Washington
but was ordered to stay away from
the townhouse in Montgomery
Village where her child died and
where three adult children still

Md. woman accused of
letting child waste away
not deemed a flight risk

live, according to Thursday’s
hearing.

Mooreissettobetried March 11
on one count of second-degree
murder in the 17-year-old’s death
amid accusations she didn’t seek
needed medical care for the teen.
Authorities allege that Moore, 40,
and her husband, Dominique

Moore, 45, kept the child and six
other minor children in isolated
squalor while home-schooling
them inside the townhouse.

Circuit Judge Michael J. McAu-
liffe called the accusations dis-
turbing.

“I have read the allegations in
this case, and they send chills
down your spine,” McAuliffe said.
“How someone could treat an-
other human being that way, let
alone your own child, is mind-
boggling.”

But McAuliffe stressed the
charges were just allegations, and
under Maryland law he couldn’t

hold a defendant in jail without
bond unless they pose an over-
whelming risk of flight and public
safety threat that cannot be over-
come with release conditions.
McAuliffe barred Cynthia
Moore from contact with any of
her children. The judge ordered
her to wear an ankle monitor and
leave her mother’s home only for
legal or medical appointments.
Moore also has six surviving mi-
nor children — ages 4 to 14 at the
time of the 17-year-old’s death.
They have been placed in foster
care, according to court records.
Moore also faces charges of ne-

glect related to her minor chil-
dren. Dominique Moore faces the
same charges as his wife. He re-
mains detained, but his attorneys
may seek his release as well.

The debate over Cynthia
Moore’s detention status repre-
sented the latest development in
the case that has raised questions
about what school systems and
social workers can do to monitor
home-schooled children.

“Eitherthe system did not work
and/or there are blind spots that
need to be addressed,” Montgom-
ery County Council member Gabe

SEE HEARING ON B2
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PETULA DVORAK

Anacostia’s transformation
comes afler years of work

DVORAK FROM B1

Green was a much-loved wood
shop and mechanical drawing
teacher in D.C. public schools.
And he pored over boating
magazines to learn the electrical
systems, mechanics and physics
that went into building his first
seaworthy masterpiece, the 44-
foot Valeria, named for his
daughter.

His solution to launching
Valeria came when he was
walking along M Street, all the
way to the end, where he stopped
at a forgotten parcel of
swampland. It wasn’t perfect,
but what was in those days?

The Anacostia was a haven for
Black Washington. Swimming
and waterfront picnics were a
part of growing up in D.C.

But Green wanted more than
swimming out of this river. And
this humble man had a pipeline
straight into the Oval Office.
Green knew educator Mary
McLeod Bethune, who was
friends with Eleanor Roosevelt.
That was enough to secure the
lease of that land in 1945 to build
what club co-founder Bob
Martin called “everyone’s
Shangri-La.”

As gleaming developments
devoured and changed the
Anacostia riverfront, the small
yacht club was endangered. Last
year, D.C. granted the club
historic preservation status to
help the survival of this
institution, long a social hub
holding oyster roasts and jazz
shows.

Gasaway found his way to the
Seafarers in 1974, with a grand
leap into boating (“I didn’t know
the first thing about boating,” he
said), hobbling in on a two-
engine power cruiser that
decided to turn into a one-engine
en route. He dived into boating
education, earning licenses and
certificates and teaching
thousands as an instructor. He
still leads a class occasionally.

But his most influential
mission began in 1984, when
D.C. Mayor Marion Barry (D)
visited the marina, which is the
farthest north of D.C’s
boathouses and closest to the
debris and pollution that clogged
the Anacostia.

“Marion Barry told me, ‘Why
don’t you clean up your river?’ ”
Gasaway said. “And I said, ‘Mr.
Mayor, it’s not my river; it’s your
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river.

Gasaway told Barry that he
would clean it if he had help.
“And Marion Barry told
everyone, ‘Give Howard
whatever he needs.””

And in 1985, Gasaway and the
other Seafarers donned rubber
gloves, shook out hundreds of
trash bags and began cleaning.

“We found refrigerators, tires,”
said his wife, Janet Gasaway (the
Sweet J’s namesake). “We even
found a couple bodies.”

More volunteers were needed,
so the D.C. Department of
Corrections sent some folks
who’d moved out of jail and into
halfway houses. “They were
really good workers,” Janet
Gasaway said.

She helped distribute fliers,
she spread the word, and the
cleanup grew. The group got
boom floats that corralled the
debris, and the Army Corps of
Engineers brought a barge.

As Earth Day and cleanup
programs became fashionable,
the Anacostia’s volunteer army
grew.

“The Anacostia Watershed
Society partnered with the boat
club and expanded the event to
include dozens of sites and
thousands of volunteers around

SEAFARERS YACHT CLUB

The Seafarers Yacht Club has been doing Anacostia River cleanups for decades. Joined by other
environmental organizations, the club’s efforts helped bring the river back to swimmable this year.

the watershed every Earth Day,”
Williams said.

The cleanups helped
Washington remember and care
for its forgotten river. That led to
policy work, advocacy and legal
action, he said.

The Seafarers laid the
groundwork for D.C. Water’s
Clean Rivers Project, “a series of
massive tunnels designed to
catch storm water, sewer
overflows, and trash and divert
them to Blue Plains Water
Treatment Plant, where before, it
all flowed directly into local
rivers,” he said.

Ford, the commodore who
swam up and down theriver as a
boy the way other children cruise
the streets on their bikes,

stopped when he became a
teenager, mostly because that
age takes a young man’s
attention in different directions.
But he also watched in horror as
the river grew noxious.

Recently, while working on his
38-foot Sea Ray, he fell off the
dock and splashed into the river.
It was his first time in the water
since he was a child. “It was
fresh, almost like a pool. It
wasn’t dirty at all,” he said. “I was
surprised.”

Swimming in D.Cs rivers got
national attention last year when
the pop singer Lorde told fans
that she took a dip in the
Potomac, where swimming has
been illegal since 1971. The
Riverkeepers, who are holding

the Anacostia Riverkeeper swim
event this weekend, said their
testing shows that many of the
country’s waters are safer than
officials would have you believe.

That transformation began
with Gasaway. He put on those
rubber gloves decades ago,
sweated during those cleanups
knowing there was a chance he’d
never see through that polluted
water. Like the old proverb about
the man who planted seeds for a
tree whose shade he’d never
know, he did it anyhow.

The boaters and the
environmentalists acknowledge
that.

“All of us who care about the
Anacostia owe him a great debt,”
Williams said.

Visitors from aftar were
among shooling victims

VIOLENCE FROM B1

family of Nasratullah Ahmadyar,
another victim, is now cut off
from money he had been sending
to his ancestral home, even as he
supported his wife and five chil-
dren in Alexandria.

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D)
said Thursday that no one should
accept when someone “dies on
our streets.” Speaking before a
community walk in Northeast
Washington, she said, “We recog-
nize it will take all of us, not just
the police, not just the D.C.
government, but community as
well, to be part of the solutions.”

As Bowser walked, the D.C.
Council prepared to consider her
“Safer Stronger” legislation,
which members are expected to
debate at next week’s legislative
meeting. The bill would, among
several provisions, impose new
penalties for gun crimes and
make it easier to detain some
youths awaiting trial.

Some council members have
raised concerns that parts of the
bill might return D.C. to the days
of mass incarceration. Council
member Zachary Parker (D-
Ward 5), speaking at Thursday’s
event, said he wants to “advance
real solutions backed by data
that are going to produce real
results.” He said residents con-
cerned about crime often ask
him, “Is anyone listening?”

Before the community walk,
the mayor said that if people
arrested with guns walk out of
jail “the next day with no conse-
quences whatsoever, we are not

going to drive down crime. That’s
true for juveniles who act like
adults, and it’s true for adults.”

“We want to make sure petty
arguments don’t turn into funer-
als,” she added.

‘A senseless tragedy’

Ahmadyar’s cousin said the
family had hoped to bury him
Friday but had not gotten his
body back from the D.C. morgue.
Police said the 31-year-old was
shot in the abdomen in a black
Toyota Highlander shortly after
midnight Monday in the 400
block of 11th Street NE.

The killing in the Capitol Hill
neighborhood has frightened
residents, including one whose
Nest video captured a single
gunshot and four young people
running down an alley.

“You just Kkilled him,” one
person says in the footage.
“He was reaching,

another says.

“He was about to get out.”

“He was reachin’, bruh.”

The cousin, Mateen Rahmati,
33, who lives in San Francisco,
said the family does not know
whether Ahmadyar was shot
during a robbery or a carjacking
— a crime that has spiked in
number since the onset of the
pandemic and prompted D.C. to
partner with DoorDash to issue
5,000 dash cameras to drivers.
Lyft confirmed that Ahmadyar
worked for the company.

Leslie Parsons, an assistant
police chief in charge of the
investigative services bureau,
called the shooting a tragedy but

bruh,”

o
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Nasratullah Ahmadyar, who was an interpreter for U.S. forces in
his native Afghanistan, had moved his family to Alexandria.

declined to comment on the case,
other than to say that detectives
“are making progress.” As in the
other July slayings, police have
not arrested anyone.

Rahmati and Matthew Butler,
who was in the Army from 1990
through 2017 and did five tours
in Afghanistan, said Ahmadyar
started working at Bagram air
base north of Kabul when he was
10 or 11, raking leaves and pick-
ing up stones. He learned Eng-
lish and became an interpreter,
living on the base with the
military, Butler said.

In 2020, Butler said, Ah-
madyar reached out to him look-
ing for a visa to come to the
United States. Butler, 54, was
living in Utah and working as a
part-time government contrac-
tor. He said Ahmadyar, his wife
and five children made the last
plane out of Afghanistan. The
Taliban had threatened anyone
who had worked for or helped
the Americans.

Ahmadyar’s first stop in the

United States was Philadelphia,
but he moved to the D.C. area to
escape a dangerous neighbor-
hood, Butler and his cousin said.
He settled his family in an apart-
ment on West Braddock Road in
Alexandria, working as a tow-
truck driver and then for Lyft.

His death, Butler said, “is just
a senseless tragedy. I want peo-
ple to know this man did more
for our country than most people
in uniform. It was a life-and-
death mission to get him to the
U.s”

Butler said he spoke often
with his former interpreter, and
visited him when he lived in
Philadelphia. He said Ahmadyar
was inquisitive and would often
ask about his family.

Rahmati said Ahmadyar “was
just trying to safely live his life
with his family,” which included
children ages 15 months to 15
years. He described him as gen-
erous, sending money to people
he didn’t even known in Afghani-
stan, and working long hours to

build a new life.

‘She was so sweet’

In Maryland, Ana Cienfuegos
was left mourning her 21-year-
old daughter, Alison Cienfuegos-
Vasquez, who was shot about
11:40 p.m. Wednesday night on
Valley Avenue in Congress
Heights, in Southeast Washing-
ton.

Cienfuegos said her daughter
was a student at Montgomery
County Community College in
Maryland and had been excited
to return to classes in the fall.

“She was so sweet,” her mother
said. “She never had problem
with nobody. She worked. She
was in school.”

Cienfuegos said she called her
daughter Wednesday night and
asked if she was going out. She
said her daughter answered no.
“I went to sleep and then this
morning the police came and
told me someone Killed my
daughter,” she said. “My baby.”

The mother said she believes
her daughter was Kkilled in a
domestic dispute, and noted that
she had previously received
threats. Police declined to com-
ment, citing the ongoing investi-
gation.

‘Help I’m being robbed at
gunpoint’

Emerson, the teacher and
wrestling coach from Crestwood,
Ky., was fatally shot shortly after
8 a.m. Wednesday on Alumni
Lane NE, in front of Father
O’Connell Hall on the campus of
Catholic University.

D.C. police initially said it
seemed that Emerson had gotten
into a dispute with a person he
appeared to know. His family
disputed that account Thursday,
saying he didn’t know anybody
in D.C. and they believed the

attack was random. His sister,
Ellen Emerson, said that mo-
ments before he was shot, he sent
his mother a text: “Help I'm
being robbed at gunpoint.”

Parsons said Thursday that
the initial account came from
preliminary information. He
said the 25-year-old Emerson
and another man “were walking
together and arrived where the
offense occurred, together.” He
declined to elaborate.

Catholic University held a
brief vigil for the victim Thurs-
day morning, though officials
said he had no connection to the
school. Students gathered by a
cobblestone courtyard where
Emerson had been shot.

Ellen Emerson, 28, said her
brother was the assistant wres-
tling coach and a social studies
teacher at Oldham County High
School, which the school system
confirmed. She said he had won
a grant to attend a professional
development seminar for educa-
tors being held in D.C. She
believed her brother was stay-
ing with a group near the uni-
versity.

Maxwell Emerson had a twin
brother, and was a new uncle to
his sister’s 11-month-old son, the
sister said. She and a spokes-
woman for the school said Emer-
son’s father had been a principal
of a different school, and his
mother had been a teacher.

The sister said Emerson had
visited D.C. often and loved the
city, and never relayed any con-
cerns about crime. She said he
attended the July Fourth fire-
works on the National Mall and
texted her a selfie with a mes-
sage: “Happy Fourth!”

Antonio Olivo, Magda Jean-Louis,
Meagan Flynn and Dan Lamothe
contributed to this report.

Woman is charged with
neglecting other children
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Albornoz (D-At Large) said.

The Moores’ home schooling of
their children meant they were
not exposed to the teachers and
school staff who are mandated to
report signs of abuse, Albornoz
said. He likened their isolation to
what all children experienced
during the worst of the pandemic
shutdowns. Fewer abuse cases
were reported then, he said, but
abused children who showed up
in emergency rooms were more
severely injured.

“There were fewer profession-
als with their eyes on children,”
Albornoz said.

An attorney recently retained
by Dominque Moore, Andre Ma-
hasa, declined to comment. Clare
Carlson and Roberto Martinez,
attorneys for Cynthia Moore, de-
clined to comment but have said

in court filings that the charge of
second-degree murder “strains
credulity”

The case dates to May 10, 2022,
when police and paramedics were
called to the Moore house about
an unresponsive 17-year-old. The
teen was pronounced dead at the
scene.

Prosecutors said the child, who
identified as male, hadn’t been
able to move independently for
months and had slept on a make-
shift bed in the living room. The
windows of the home were cov-
ered in blankets, its floors were
littered with animal feces and the
toilets didn’t appear to work, po-
lice alleged in court filings. All six
of the surviving minor children,
police said, showed signs of ne-
glect and were removed from the
home.

Over the next year, according to
police allegations, medical exam-

iners studied the 17-year-old’s
death, a task made difficult by a
dearth of medical records. They
ultimately concluded that “the
child was not provided adequate
care” and died of “complications
of neurological disorder” Police
arrested the Moores this past
spring.

Atacourthearingin early June,
Cynthia Moore told a judge about
medical ailments that she said
were not being addressed inside
the Montgomery County Correc-
tional Facility.

“I have problems with short-
ness of breath and problems with
my lungs, and I have fluid on my
heart,” she said, adding that she
was having difficulty getting med-
ications. “But they cannot do any-
thing about my heart or my tu-
mors that I have for ovarian can-
cer, because I have ovarian cancer.
They can’t do anything about
that”

Prosecutors Sheila Bagheri and
Lauren Fetsch countered that
there was no documentation of
her medical problems, and they
cited jail records showing Moore
was receiving medical attention.

They added that the allegations in
the current case “involve the de-
fendant improperly self-diagnos-
ing her children with various
medical issues and not providing
them with any medical attention
for many years.”

The judge agreed.

“I don’t believe anything you
said. I don’t believe anything,”
McAuliffe told Moore in court
Thursday.

In arguing for her release,
Moore’s attorneys noted she has
no previous arrests and is cooper-
ating with ongoing foster care cas-
es involving her children. Moore
has gone to all those proceedings
and followed all orders imposed,
her attorneys said in court filings.

Albornoz, the county council
member, said that from his posi-
tion on the panel’s education and
human services committees, he
will examine what changes could
be made to increase the monitor-
ing of home-schooled children. As
of now, he said, the county school
system does not appear to have
the authority to demand in-per-
son evaluations or observations of
home-schooled children.

“It is an area, as a matter of
policy, we're going to have to look
at,” Albornoz said.

Doing so could mean exploring
changes to state laws, which he
said appear to forbid local school
districts to impose rules on how
much children of home-school
parents can be monitored.

Maryland requires parents to
notify their local school district
annually if they plan to home-
school their children, but other
requirements are minimal. The
main lobbying organization for
home schooling, the Home School
Legal Defense Association, con-
siders Maryland a “low-regula-
tion” state.

Home-school parents in Mary-
land are not required to have any
particular qualifications, and no
tests or assessments are required.
Families are required to either
submit a portfolio showing their
children’s work to district officials
or have a private organization re-
view their work. Critics say that
oversight by the private organiza-
tions, known as umbrella groups,
can be virtually nonexistent and
that some families ignore the law

altogether.

Social service agencies —
namely Child Protective Services
— would have responsibility over
neglected or abused children. But
in the Moore case, it is not known
whether any complaints were
filed or whether CPS was made
aware of the situation.

Spokespeople for CPS and the
school system have declined to
comment specifically on the case,
citing the ongoing criminal case
and confidentiality rules.

County Council member Will
Jawando (D-At Large), who is
chair of the education committee,
called the Moore case a tragedy
and said council members will
look into the county’s home-
school procedures. But he cau-
tioned against overreacting.

“We have a little over 4,000
students being home-schooled,”
hesaid. “It’s a tried-and-true mod-
el. The vast majority of these kids
arelearning and doing great.”

Jawando continued: “We can
always do things better and find
gaps, but I think it’s premature to
look into policy changes around
home schooling.”
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Va. site’s
LGBT()

resources
removed
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year, with commentators and
far-right agitators claiming that
gay and transgender people are
“grooming” children by, for exam-
ple, holding story time while
dressed in drag, or allowing chil-
dren to discuss gender identity in
school.

The Daily Wire inquiry was
mainly focused on two programs:
Queer Kid Stuff, a resource for chil-
dren and families that launched its
video series in 2016 with a piece
exploring the question, “What
Does Gay Mean?” and Q Chat
Space, which offers live, facilitated
chats for LGBTQ+ teenagers. Nei-
ther site requires adult permission
to use, which some conservatives
say they find troubling but
LGBTQ+ experts say is essential
for youth who need support and
are not comfortable bringing their
questions to a family member.

AMANDA ANDRADE-RHOADES FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s administration has repeatedly pulled info
from Virginia’s health website without consulting experts.

“I don’t know of any child that’s
going to feel very comfortable
talking about these issue with
their parents, but parents are not
the enemies,” said Todd Gathje, a
lobbyist for the Family Founda-
tion, which has advocated against
LGBTQ+ rights. “What’s problem-
atic is when you have government
entities coming between the par-
ent and child. ... That’s when
things become very dangerous.”

Messages left at Queer Kid Stuff
and Q Chat Space on Wednesday
were not returned.

The LGBTQ+ rights group
Equality Virginia called taking
down the resources “craven and
politically motivated.”

“This is part of a pattern with
this administration, where it’s

more important to appeal to an
anti-LGBTQ+ political base rather
than serve LGBTQ+ Virginians in
any capacity;,” Narissa Rahaman,
executive director of Equality Vir-
ginia, said in a statement.

The three documented instanc-
es when Youngkin officials have
removed online public health re-
sources involve the same office in
the Virginia Department of Health,
records show: the Office of Family
Health, which has a mission of
“Protecting and improving the
health of people in Virginia with a
focus on women, infants, children,
adolescents, and their families.”

Employees in that division in
2022 told The Washington Post
that their work on maternal
health disparities had been dis-

missed by Youngkin’s first health
chief, Colin Greene, who in com-
ments to them and to The Post
questioned the role of structural
racism in public health. The
Democratic-controlled Senate in
February ultimately ousted
Greene, a U.S. Army veteran who
previously ran a health district in
rural northwestern Virginia.
(Youngkin has since appointed
him a special adviser on opioids.)

In emails from the day the
LGBTQ+ resources were removed,
division head Vanessa Walker
Harris and other employees re-
ferred to the past incidents.

“I'm having a bad case of déja
vu,” she wrote to Maria Reppas,
the department director of com-
munications, and copied others in
her division and on the communi-
cationsteam. “What am I missing?
I'm very concerned that staff were
directed to remove the webpage
without engaging [subject matter
experts] in response to a political-
ly motivated inquiry, yet again.”

The first came in February
2022, when Greene directed the
manager of the web team remove
from the sexual health FAQ page
the question, “Where can I learn
more about sexual health and
pregnancy/STI prevention?” and
the answer that recommended an
online chatbot powered by
Planned Parenthood and two oth-
er sites with information catered
toward teenagers, records show.

Three months later, in May

2022, the emails show, Greene di-
rected Emily Yeatts, who works in
Walker Harris’s division, to re-
quest the removal of a list of five
Virginia-based organizations that
may be able to provide financial
assistance for abortion.

Greene alsodirected the removal
of a definition of reproductive jus-
tice from the department’s family
planning webpage — “the human
right to maintain personal bodily
autonomy, have children, not have
children, and parent the children
we have in safe and sustainable
communities” — emails show.

The requests came the day after
the leak of a draft Supreme Court
opinion that ultimately over-
turned Roe v. Wade, the landmark
ruling legalizing the right to an
abortion nationwide.

“[AInd in other news, here we
go again with removing things
from the webpage without con-
sulting ofhs,” Yeatts wrote to Walk-
er Harris on May 31 of this year, on
the afternoon that a reporter for
the Daily Wire submitted ques-
tions. “[TThe adolescent health
website now? What in the world?”
wrote another employee.

Upon learning of the Daily Wire
questions, two subject-matter ex-
perts, including Yeatts, floated a
draft reply that said “VDH’s web-
page includes information for all
people, including transgender
youth, and strives to include
information consistent with best
public health practices,” adding:

“LGBT people are atincreased risk
for violence.”

Walker Harris wrote back say-
ing that because her team manag-
es the content on the website, she
hoped their “subject matter exper-
tise” would be considered in an
agency response.

The emails do not show the
department responding, and the
story does not include a comment
from the department.

In a message to colleagues on
May 31, Walker Harris said Karen
Shelton, Youngkin’s new health
commissioner, apologized for how
the change was handled, saying
“she received a directive from
[Health and Human Resources] to
pull the webpage down and there
wasn’t much time to communi-
cate about it.”

The following week, a journal-
ist with the Richmond-based
Virginia Mercury asked Reppas
whether the resources would be
restored. Reppas immediately
turned to higher-ups for guidance.
The next day, emails show, Vir-
ginia Health Department Chief
Operating Officer R. Christopher
Lindsay responded:

“Maria- this is part of an overall
project tolook at areas of the VDH
website that can use redesign. We
are using data to look at website
traffic and will redesign towards
public health initiatives that are
relevant to consumer demand.”

Records indicate the response
was never sent.

VIRGINIA

Youngkin says revenue
is strong for tax cuts

BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER

PETERSBURG, VA. — Gov. Glenn
Youngkin (R) on Thursday scold-
ed Democrats in the Virginia
Senate for resisting his call for
$1 billion in permanent tax cuts,
saying upcoming financial data
will show an even bigger state
budget surplus than expected.

The fiscal results for June, due
outin a few days, “will be my final
plea because I think we will fully
confirm that we are well ahead of
the $3.6 billion budget forecast
for a surplus,” Youngkin said in
remarks to reporters after an
unrelated event here. “And there’s
no reason why we shouldn’t be
able to have a substantial tax
reduction.”

Youngkin also fired back at
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore over
the Democrat’s suggestion in a

radio interview that Virginia is
not the proper place for a new FBI
headquarters because Youngkin
and other Republicans have criti-
cized the Justice Department’s
handling of charges against for-
mer president Donald Trump.
Youngkin accused Moore of polit-
icizing the selection process and
resorting to a “bag of tricks” to
combat Virginia’s advantages in
the sweepstakes for the head-
quarters.

On the budget battle, Demo-
crats who control the state Senate
have argued that the specter of an
uncertain economy makes it im-
prudent to pass a Republican
package of tax cuts that will cost
more than $900 million per year.

Sen. Scott Surovell (D-Fairfax)
noted that a recent survey by the
National Association of State
Budget Officers projected that

state revenue would decline by
0.7 percent in fiscal 2024, which
began July 1.

“Permanent tax cuts are reck-
less & irresponsible,” Surovell
tweeted this week. He noted that
Senate Democrats have coun-
tered with a proposal for
$900 million in one-time rebates
to taxpayers instead of the recur-
ring cuts favored by Youngkin
and the Republican-controlled
House of Delegates.

An impasse over the cuts
caused House and Senate budget
negotiators to suspend talks on
June 27. They had been flirting
with a budget deal since the
General Assembly failed to reach
agreement on a spending plan
before adjourning this year’s leg-
islative session on Feb. 25, though
the process was delayed by the
June 20 primary elections.

The state is at the midpoint of a
two-year budget passed in 2022,
so the lack of an agreement does
not interrupt funding for state
agencies and programs. But it
leaves some $3.6 billion of ex-
pected surplus in limbo. School
systems, in particular, don’t know
what kind of raises to expect next

year for teachers.

Budget amendments passed by
the Democratic-controlled Sen-
ate would use most of the surplus
to fund raises for teachers, law
enforcement officers and state
employees, as well as a host of
other programs such as higher
education and mental health ser-
vices. Youngkin and House Re-
publicans favor a plan that
spends less on those priorities in
favor of increasing the standard
personal income tax deduction by
$500 to $9,000 for individuals
and twice that for married cou-
ples filing jointly; slightly reduc-
ing the highest tax rates; and
small cuts for businesses and
veterans.

Youngkin also proposed cut-
ting the state corporate tax rate,
but House Republicans aban-
doned that proposal in the face of
firm opposition from the Senate,
according to Del. Barry Knight
(R-Virginia Beach), chairman of
the House Appropriations Com-
mittee and top budget negotiator
for that chamber.

On Thursday, Youngkin reiter-
ated his support for the full slate
of cuts, adding that he would

favor holding in reserve any sur-
plus beyond the projected
$3.6 billion. “We can actually put
more reserves away to cushion
any future problems and still cut
taxes by a billion and invest
2.6 billion in critical invest-
ments,” Youngkin said. “This is a
time for us to recognize the reali-
ty of the numbers and to do
what’s best for Virginians.”

He said Senate Democrats
“want to try to convince people
that it’s either this or that. We can
do all of it, just like we did last
year” In 2022, the General As-
sembly gave bipartisan approval
to $4 billion worth of tax cuts as
well as some additional spend-
ing.

Youngkin demurred when
asked whether he will call a
special session of the legislature
to try to force a deal but indicated
he’ll consider that option once
the June revenue numbers are
released.

Knight, the top House negotia-
tor, said he hopes to see top
Democrats in Richmond next
week and will take their tempera-
ture for reopening talks. Sens.
Janet D. Howell (D-Fairfax) and

George L. Barker (D-Fairfax), the
co-chairs of the Senate Finance
and Appropriations Committee,
could not be reached for com-
ment.

Youngkin addressed the Mary-
land governor’s comments when
asked about them by a reporter.
Speaking Monday on WTOP’s
“DMV  Download” podcast,
Moore said Maryland deserved
the FBI headquarters in part
because, “from my understand-
ing, I'm the only chief executive of
the two states that actually says, ‘I
believe in the mission of the FBI
and I don’t believe it should be
defunded’ — the only one.”

When Trump was indicted ear-
ly last month, Youngkin tweeted:
“These charges are unprecedent-
ed and it’s a sad day for our
country, especially in light of
what clearly appears to be a
two-tiered justice system where
some are selectively prosecuted,
and others are not.”

On Thursday, Youngkin dis-
missed the criticism. “That’s just
not the way I roll, which is to
make accusations,” he said. “The
reality is, we back law enforce-
ment in Virginia.”

THE DISTRICT

Felony charges loom for man
arrested near Obama’s house

BY SPENCER S. Hsu

U.S. prosecutors told a federal
judge that they will bring unspec-
ified felony charges as soon as
possible against a man who was
arrested last week with guns near
former president Barack Obama’s
house in Washington.

Taylor Taranto, 37, a defendant
in the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S.
Capitol, was in the neighborhood
hours after former president
Donald Trump shared Obama’s
address on social media.

Prosecutors did not set a dead-
line or describe the charges on
Thursday. However, a defense at-
torney for Taranto said at a bond
hearing that none of the contem-
plated charges privately dis-
cussed by prosecutors relate to
purportedly threatening state-
ments that the government al-
leged Taranto made regarding
Obama, House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy (R-Calif.), Rep. Jamie
B. Raskin (D-Md.) and a federal
facility in suburban Maryland.

Neither side elaborated fur-
ther, and after a brief hearing,
U.S. Magistrate Judge Zia M. Far-
uqui said he would resume the
hearing next Wednesday after
court officials and the defense
explore whether Taranto’s wife in
Washington state or others might
be able to vouch for Taranto’s
home incarceration pending tri-
al.

“This is going to take some
time, unfortunately,” Faruqui told
Taranto, who will remain held at
D.C. jail pending a decision.

The delay prolongs a mystery
over the government’s investiga-
tion of Taranto. Prosecutors said
in abond motion Wednesday that
while the FBI had been monitor-
ing Taranto’s online activities for
some time, the government only
obtained a warrant on June 29 for
his arrest on four misdemeanor
counts of trespassing and disor-
derly conduct at the Capitol, one
day after Taranto hosted a live
stream in which he said he was
driving his van and intended to
blow it up at the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology
(NIST), a federal facility about

15 miles north of Washington.

Taranto also “made ominous
comments referencing Speaker
McCarthy,” prosecutors alleged,
including, “Coming at you
McCarthy. Can’t stop what’s com-
ing. Nothing can stop what’s com-
ing.”

Law enforcement conducted
an “all-hands-on-deck” search for
Taranto’s black 2000 Chevrolet
van but were unable to locate him
before Taranto began another live
stream near Obama’s house in
Washington’s Kalorama neigh-
borhood that same day, the gov-
ernment said.

Taranto allegedly recorded
himself saying he was looking for
“entrance points” and “tunnels
underneath their houses,” refer-
ring to Obama’s and “the Podes-
tas’ house” — an apparent refer-
ence to lobbyist Tony Podesta,
who recently listed a home near-
by for sale — and repeatedly
stating that he was trying to get a
“shot” and a “good angle on a
shot,” prosecutors claimed.

Taranto was pursued by Secret
Service agents and arrested, and
a search of his parked van nearby
turned up two 9mm handguns,
400 rounds of ammunition and a
machete, prosecutors said.

Assistant  U.S.  Attorneys
Allison K. Ethen and Colin
Cloherty noted that Taranto holds
anti-government views and has
openly stated that he does not
acknowledge the legitimacy of
the U.S. or Washington state con-
stitutions. They also argued that
he poses a demonstrated threat to
multiple political figures as well
as the public. But he has not been
formally charged with any such
crimes, although the prosecutors
warned that if Taranto is released,
“The severity of the consequences
that could result are catastroph-
ic”

Taranto said he has been living
out of his van after coming to
Washington earlier this year to
take up McCarthy’s offer to show
Capitol security video to Jan. 6
defendants. Separately, Taranto
live-streamed himself inside a
Takoma Park elementary school
on June 18, a Sunday, saying he

chose the school because it was
close to the home of Raskin, a
four-term Democrat who has
been a leading congressional crit-
ic of Donald Trump, prosecutors
said.

“He [Raskin] is one of the guys
that hates January 6 people, or
more like Trump supporters, and
it’s kind of like sending a shock
wave through him because I did
nothing wrong and he’s probably
freaking out ... and saying s---
like, ‘Well he’s stalking me, ” the

government alleged Taranto said.

Because Taranto is not charged
with a violent crime and has no
criminal history, prosecutors
moved for abond hearing under a
provision that requires the gov-
ernment to show by a preponder-
ance of evidence that he poses a
serious risk of flight or obstruct-
ing justice. Despite prosecutors’
arguments of Taranto’s potential
dangerousness, Faruqui has re-
peatedly cited conflicting federal
trial judges’ rulings, including

one who said her “hands were
tied” from considering a defen-
dant’s threat to public safety if
prosecutors did not clear the
flight or obstruction hurdle.

“If he’s not a serious risk of
flight, can I detain him? There are
judges that have said the answer
to that question is no,” Faruqui
said Thursday.

At Assistant Federal Public De-
fender Katie Guevara’s request,
Faruqui said he would ask D.C.
jail officials to restore Taranto’s
access to his medication, saying it
was “completely unacceptable”
that he be withheld care for men-
tal health conditions he sustained
as a result of his Navy service
during the Iraq War.
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RFK site could house new Commanders stadium

RFK FROM B1

May, she and Comer struck a
cordial tone, with Comer and
many other Republicans notice-
ably reserving their ire for the
council. Comer, pledging a desire
to work with the mayor, had ex-
pressed interest in taking a look
at facilitating a “new arena” for
the city.

“As Chairman Comer men-
tioned at the hearing with D.C.
Mayor Bowser, he is interested in
working with her and the cityon a
wide variety of issues, including
the RFK Stadium site,” Hacker,
the committee spokesman, said
in a statement. “Committee staff
continue to have fruitful discus-
sions with the Mayor’s team and
other stakeholders on these is-
sues.”

Bowser’s office did not immedi-
ately comment Thursday eve-
ning.

Bowser has enthusiastically
pursued returning the Com-
manders to Washington as the
team remakes its image, with a
new name, a pending new owner
and a search for a new home. And
D.C. for years has hoped to obtain
control of the massive slab of
federal land at RFK — valuable
real estate in a city that has limit-
ed spaces thatlarge for new devel-
opment.

But the D.C. Council last year
split on whether the land should
be used for a Commanders sta-
dium, especially as controversy
clouded the team.

Soon-to-be-former team owner
Daniel Snyder was confronted
with investigations into wide-
spread sexual harassment within
the organization, as well as allega-
tions of financial impropriety —
causing legislators in D.C., Vir-
ginia and Maryland to express
trepidation about attracting the
team, especially with taxpayer
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If the legislation proposed by Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.) is successful, negotiations for what to do with
the RFK Stadium site would begin, upping the ante in the debate over the Commanders’ future.

money.

Council Chairman Phil Men-
delson (D) firmly opposed a sta-
dium. And Del. Eleanor Holmes
Norton (D-D.C.) said she would
not introduce federal legislation
allowing the District to purchase
RFK until Mendelson and Bowser
reached an agreement on the
terms and conditions of the legis-
lation. Bowser and Mendelson
had not been able to get to that
point amid disagreements about
the land use.

But with the looming sale of
the Commanders to Josh Harris,

the politics have somewhat shift-
ed and the search for a new sta-
dium has been reinvigorated.
Comer’s decision to introduce
the bill circumvents Norton, who
in previous years has led legisla-
tion to sell the land, and also
circumvents her stated require-
ment that Bowser and Mendelson
must reach an agreement. Men-
delson recently said he was still
waiting for the NFL’s investiga-
tive report into sexual harass-
ment within the organization to
be released before reaching any
conclusion about RFK.

In a statement Thursday react-
ing to news of Comer’s expected
legislation, Norton said she still
viewed a consensus between
Bowser and the council as the
best route forward.

“Chairman Comer has repeat-
edly demonstrated a fixation for
meddling in D.C’s affairs in his
committee’s recent hearings,
even though he is not a D.C.
resident and he does not repre-
sent D.C. in Congress,” Norton
said. “The future of the RFK site
should be decided by a consensus
between the D.C. Council and the

Mayor, who have been entrusted
to represent the best interests of
D.C. residents.”

The team’s upper management
has in the past shown enthusiasm
about returning to what its presi-
dent, Jason Wright, has called
“the spiritual home of the team.”
The team’s vice president of pub-
lic affairs, Joe Maloney, and the
team’s lobbyist, Matthew Cutts of
Dentons, have been actively en-
couraging members of Congress
to support D.C. getting control of
RFK.

But exactly what kind of pro-
posal — if any, in the middle of a
tough budget year — that D.C.
could make to attract the Com-
manders to RFK remains unclear.
The city must also contend with
the needs of other professional
sports teams already in the Dis-
trict, including the Nationals,
Wizards, Capitals and Mystics,
which have their own requests for
maintenance and upgrades at ex-
isting stadiums and arenas. And
disagreement on the council
about whether to bring the Com-
manders to RFK has yet to be
resolved.

Comer’s legislation is likely to
revive that debate if it moves
through Congress.

The last time an RFK bill was
introduced in Congress was 2019,
by Norton. The House Natural
Resources Committee also held a
hearing on the legislation in 2017,
and the then regional director of
the NPS National Capital Region,
Bob Vogel, expressed support for
the city gaining control of RFK,
but the effort ultimately failed to
lead to change.

A House Natural Resources
spokesperson did not immedi-
ately respond to a request for
comment Thursday.

Nicki Jhabvala and Michael Brice-
Saddler contributed to this report.

OBITUARIES

DAVID GILMOUR, 91

Entrepreneur developed Fiji water

BY HARRISON SMITH

David Gilmour, a Canadian-
born entrepreneur who made
millions in real estate and gold
mining, but who remained best
known for bringing a glamorous,
square-edged approach to hydra-
tion as the founder of Fiji water,
died June 11 at his home in Man-
hattan. He was 91.

The cause was cardiac arrest,
said his wife, Jillian Gilmour.

By the time he came up with
the idea for Fiji water in the early
1990s, Mr. Gilmour had amassed
a fortune from his business ven-
tures with Peter Munk, a friend
from his college days in Toronto.
Together they launched a popular
stereo company, Clairtone Sound;
assembled a chain of more than
50 hotels across the South Pacific;
and funneled their earnings into
a Canadian oil company that
evolved into the world’s largest
gold mining business, Barrick
Gold.

Their collaboration took
Mr. Gilmour around the world, to
mines in Northern Ontario and a
proposed hotel site near the
Egyptian pyramids, although he
kept returning to Wakaya, a tiny
Fiji island that he first visited in
the early 1970s. The island had
lush forests, white sand beaches
and turquoise lagoons, and it be-
came a refuge for Mr. Gilmour
after the death of his only child,
Erin Gilmour, who was slain in
her Toronto apartment in 1983, at
age 22.

Mr. Gilmour built a reservoir,
airstrip and jetty on the island, as
well as a 12,000-square-foot villa
he called Vale O, or House in the
Clouds. In 1990, he opened the
Wakaya Club & Spa, an exclusive
resort that he jokingly referred to
as “a place to put the overflow
guests” from his home.

The resort’s eight thatched-
roof suites were reserved by ce-
lebrities including Bill Gates, Ni-
cole Kidman, Paris Hilton and
Keith Richards, and staff lived
nearby at a new “company town.”
At the center of the community
was a red-roofed church with a
set of stained glass windows that
served as a memorial to
Mr. Gilmour’s daughter.

As Mr. Gilmour told it, the
island was his “Noah’s ark,” keep-
ing him afloat in a tempestuous
world. It was “my passion, my
home, my retreat, the source of
my inspiration,” he told Palm
Beach Illustrated in 2015. “Ideas
come to me when I'm sitting on
the island; it’s given me every
good idea I've had in business.”

That included the idea behind
Fiji water, which Mr. Gilmour
said was inspired by seeing a

guest brandish a bottle of Evian
on the Wakaya golf course. There
was no reason, he decided, for
someone to bring a water bottle
from Europe when there was
fresh natural water to be found in
Fiji.

Mr. Gilmour founded Fiji water
in 1999, after locating a pristine
aquifer on the country’s largest
island, Viti Levu, and signing a
99-year lease with the Fiji govern-
ment. He invested about $48 mil-
lion of his own money to launch
the business, according to the
Wall Street Journal, and sold the
water in distinctive square bot-
tles adorned with a picture of a
hibiscus flower and text describ-
ing the water’s source as a “virgin
ecosystem far from acid rain, her-
bicides, pesticides and other pol-
lutants.”

To promote the brand, Mr.
Gilmour worked his Hollywood
connections to get the bottles
placed on television shows in-
cluding “The Sopranos” and “Ally
McBeal” He also lobbied for Fiji
water to be carried by luxury
restaurants and hotels, and
vouched for the purity himself:
He never drank tap water, he told
the Times of London, and always
traveled with bottles from Fiji. “I
brush my teeth with it,” he said.

By 2004, Fiji water was report-
edly the second-biggest imported
water brand in the United States,
behind only Evian. The business
was sold that year to Roll Interna-
tional — a private Los Angeles-
based company now called the
Wonderful Co., owned by billion-
aires Stewart and Lynda Resnick
— for a reported $50 million.

Like other bottled water com-
panies, Fiji has been criticized as
wasteful, given the plastic that
goes into the bottles and the
energy it takes to make, fill and
ship them around the world. But
the company has remained a
commercial success, and today
trails only San Pellegrino among
imported water sales in the Unit-
ed States, according to the Bever-
age Marketing Corp.

Mr. Gilmour had little interest
in serving as a corporate caretak-
er. As he told the Toronto Globe
and Mail in 2008, he was happy to
sell a business once it started to
take off and was more interested
in developing new ideas than
holding on to old ones. “Once it
reaches a critical mass, I kind of
get bored sitting around a board-
room table,” he said. “In my com-
panies, we don’t have board meet-
ings.”

The youngest of four children,
David Harrison Gilmour was
born in Winnipeg, Manitoba, on
Nov. 5,1931. He grew up in Toron-
to, where his father worked as an

investment banker. His mother
was an opera singer who per-
formed in London and across
Canada.

As a boy, Mr. Gilmour went
skiing and horseback riding and
spent summers traveling over-
seas. After he graduated from
high school, the Globe and Mail
reported, his father offered him
money either to finance a start-up
or to fund a years-long vacation
across Europe. Mr. Gilmour ac-
cepted the latter, receiving a $10-
a-day stipend on the condition
that he not travel with friends,
whom his father considered a bad
influence.

“Ilearned what people are real-
ly like,” he said. “I learned to
touch only what I totally believe
in 100 percent. And I learned how
to take care of myself”

He went on to study business at
the University of Toronto, and
sold pots and pans door-to-door
before launching his first compa-
ny, Dansk Design, which sold
modern Scandinavian furniture
and housewares.

In 1958, he partnered with
Munk, a Hungarian-Canadian
electrical engineer, to found
Clairtone Sound. The company’s
futuristic stereos appeared in
movies with Frank Sinatra and
Sean Connery and earned praise
from jazz musician Dizzy
Gillespie, but the business strug-
gled after it expanded into televi-
sion and moved its manufactur-
ing from Toronto to Nova Scotia.
Mr. Gilmour and Munk were
forced out of the company in the
late 1960s, and the company col-
lapsed a few years later.

“That was our PhD in busi-
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David Gilmour invested about $48 million of his own money to
start Fiji water, sold in square bottles with a hibiscus label image.

ing with Munk on companies
including Barrick Gold and
TrizecHahn, a real estate busi-
ness, and described his business
partner as “the brother I never
had.” Munk died in 2018.

In 1981, Mr. Gilmour married

“Ideas come to me when I'm sitting on the island;

it's given me every good idea I've had in business.”
David Gilmour, talking about Fiji's Wakaya

ness,” Mr. Gilmour told the Globe
and Mail.

With Munk, he soon started
Southern Pacific Hotel, which ac-
quired dozens of hotels in coun-
tries including Australia and New
Zealand.

Mr. Gilmour worked for several
years on a project to build a
luxury resort near the pyramids,
with backing from Saudi finan-
cier and arms dealer Adnan
Khashoggi, but the proposal was
condemned by politicians and ar-
chaeologists and ultimately Kkilled
by Egyptian President Anwar Sa-
dat. The company was sold in
1981 to Singaporean banker Khoo
Teck Puat for about $100 million.

Mr. Gilmour continued work-

Jillian Sweeney, a New Zealand
native and his sole immediate
survivor. They lived in New York
and Palm Beach, Fla. After a cy-
clone decimated Wakaya in 2016,
Mr. Gilmour sold the island to
Clare Bronfman, an heiress to the
Seagram’s liquor fortune. She was
sentenced to almost seven years
in prison in 2020 for her role in
the NXIVM sex-trafficking case.
Mr. Gilmour’s marriages to
Anna Wilmot, with whom he had
his daughter, and Diane Williams
ended in divorce. Last year, inves-
tigators used genetic genealogy to
charge a Northern Ontario man
in the killings of Mr. Gilmour’s
daughter and another woman,
Susan Tice. His wife said the

charges seemed to bring “some
kind of closure” to Mr. Gilmour,
who had previously acknowl-
edged self-medicating with vodka
and Valium in the years after his
daughter’s death.

In what he described as a trib-
ute to his daughter, he used his
business earnings to build several
preschools in Fiji and across the
United States. More recently, he
was working on one last business
venture, Wakaya Perfection, a
health and wellness company
that he founded with David M.
Roth. The business specializes in
organic ginger, turmeric and
kava, a Pacificisland plant used to
make a ceremonial drink with
calming properties. Launching
the company, Mr. Gilmour told
Palm Beach Illustrated, was “the
most important thing I've ever
done”

‘ CORRECTION ‘

e The June 28 obituary of actor
Julian Sands incorrectly de-
scribed his role in the 1984 film
“The Killing Fields.” He played
British journalist Jon Swain, nota
photographer.

BROZ

RAYMOND BROZ JR.
Raymond “Dutch” Broz, Jr., of Arlington, VA,
died peacefully on July 4, 2023, at Virginia
Commonwealth University Medical Center
in Richmond, VA, comforted by his daugh-
ter. He was born January 6, 1939, in Pitts-
burgh, PA, to Jane and Raymond, Sr. After
graduating from Stowe Township High
School, Ray attended business school in
Pittsburgh. He moved to Washington, DC,
in 1961, where he began his 40-year career
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
It was at the FBI Washington Field Office
that he met Mary Susan Hischak, whom he
married on June 11, 1966. Together, they
settled in Arlington, VA, and welcomed
their daughter, Mary Carol, in 1975. Ray
was an avid Steelers fan; a member of Ar-
lington Moose Lodge No. 1315; and most of
all, a devoted husband, doting father, and
proud Pappy. Ray was preceded in death
by his parents, his wife Susan, and his
brother William Broz. He is survived by his
daughter, Mary Broz Vaughan (Steve); his
grandson Alex; and many Iovin§ in-laws,
nieces, nephews, relatives, and friends. A
visitation will be held at Murphy Funeral
Home located at 4510 Wilson Blvd. at 10
a.m. on Saturday, July 8, 2023 followed b
a Funeral Mass at St. Ann Catholic Churc|
and burial at Columbia Gardens Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
maY be made to Ray's preferred charity,
Children’s Home Society of Virginia (www.
chsva.org), the nonprofit agency that
brought his daughter home.

HY FUNERAL HOMES

CAMPLI

ARTHUR M. CAMPLI

MAY 30, 1959 - JULY 1, 2023

. Officers and members of Local
¥ ML N 26 IBEW are hereby notified of

=’ || the death of Brother Arthur M.
Campli. Our condolences are
extended to his family and
friends.

DEGRAZIA

ELLEN MARY O‘'CONNOR DEGRAZIA
Ellen Mary O’Connor deGrazia died on
June 9, 2023 at age 95, from complications
of cancer. Beloved mother of Augustus
(d.2011), Belinda (Holtzclaw), Christophe,
David, and Elizabeth (Blumenfeld); grand-
mother to Zoe DeGrazia and Samuel and
Zachary Blumenfeld; former wife of Ed-
ward deGrazia and long-term partner of
Zelda Dilworth. Ellen was born in Chicago
on Jul¥ 7,1927, earned a BA at the Univer-
sity of Chicago in 1945 and, after havin,

children, an MSW from the University o
Maryland-Baltimore. Ellen was a long-
time resident of Chevy Chase, MD, a social
worker, election day poll watcher, Whitman
Walker Clinic volunteer, and occasional
protester for liberal causes. Ellen loved her
children and grandchildren; mystery nov-
els, particularly Agatha Christie; and humor
of all kinds. Ellen’s beautiful smile and riot-
ous laughter will always be remembered.
There will be a private service.

FINLAYSON

PATRICIA GLENN FINLAYSON
On Monday, June 26, 2023, Patricia Glenn
Finlayson, age 83, of District Heights, MD,
passed away peacefully surrounded by
famil?/. Beloved wife of the late Joseph
Arnold Finlayson, Jr, Esq., mother of
Sheila Renee’ Finlayson, Esq., the
late Joseph Glenn Finlayson, the late
Arnold Robert Finlayson, Esq., and the late
Patria Michelle Finlayson; sister of Barbara
Glenn Reaves (Merwyn) and sister in-law
Leah Minnie Sheppard. Also survived by a
host of other relatives and friends. Service
Tuesday, July 11, 2023; visitation 10 a.m.,
service 11 a.m., First Baptist Church of
Highland Park, Main Sanctuary, 6801 Sher-
iff Road, Landover, MD. Interment Cedar
Hill Cemetery. www.mcguire-services.com
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KREISS LEVY

JOHN RAY FRANK

(Age 86)

John Ray Frank of New Market, MD, died
July 4, 2023, at Citizens Care and Rehabili-
tation Center of Frederick due to complica-
tions from diabetes.

The family will hold a visitation on Mon-
day, July 10, 2023 at Stauffer Funeral
Home-Frederick is manag-ing the funeral
arrangements.

www.staufferfuneralhome.com

MARTIN KREISS “Marty”

Martin Andrew Kreiss of Sil-

ver Spring, MD, son of the late

Aaron and Kate Kreiss, died

peacefully on Tuesday, July 4,

2023. Marty was the devoted

life partner for 50 years to his
wife, Michele, loving father to Deborah,
Stephanie, Bryan (Adrienne) and Jeffrey;
adoring Zaydee to Tyler, Ari, Benjamin and
Alexis. Service will be held on Tuesday, July
11, 2023, in the chapel of Judean Gardens,
16225 Bachellors Forest Rd., Olney, MD at
1 p.m. The family will receive guests imme-
diately following the interment. Directions
will be provided. In lieu of flowers a dona-
tion may be made to the charity of your
choice. Funeral arrangements will be han-
dled by Hines Rinaldi (301) 622-2290.

HANNAH LEVY (Age 33)

On Monday July3, 2022, HAN-

NAH LEVY of Potomac, MD. Be-

loved wife of Andrew Gruhin,

loving mother of Bobby Indigo

Gruhin, dear daughter of Ste-

phen Levy and Lois Zuckerman
and grand daughter of Estelle Zuckerman,
cherished sister of Nora Gorenstein. Grave-
side services will be held on Friday, July 7,
2023, 11 a.m. at Garden of Remembrance
Memorial Park, Clarksburg, MD. Shiva to
be announced. Memorial contributions
may be made to the charity of your choice.
Arrangements entrusted to TORCHINSKY
HEBREW FUNERAL HOME, 202-541-1001.

PATTERSON

JACK BENSON PATTERSON SR.
The family of Jack Benson Patterson, Sr. is
sad to announce his passing at the age of 85
on July 4, 2023 in his home in Stafford, VA.
Jack was born to parents Albert and Agnes
Patterson. He grew up in Phenix City, AL, but

was a long time Stafford County resident.
He married his high school sweetheart, Kay
Shearouse, in 1957.

Jack graduated from the University of Ala-
bama in 1960 and earned his LLB in 1962.
He began his legal career in private practice
law and went on to serve as the Assistant
U.S. Attorney for the Middle District of Al-
abama from 1967 to 1969. He then had a
distinguished career as a U.S. government
attorney for 30 years, retiring from the Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms in
January of 1998. Jack was the recipient of
numerous awards including the U.S. Trea-
sury Meritorious Service Award for his out-
standing contribution to the formulation and
implementation of national and internation-
al firearms, explosives and arson laws un-

der the jurisdiction of the U.S. Department
of the Treasury. He played a vital role in in-
ternational conferences on crime and was
the chief expert for the U.S. delegation on
firearms and explosives laws. While serving
with the Aquia Harbour Property Owners
Board of Directors, Jack played a major role
in legal research and his expertise was es-
sential in the creation of the Aquia Harbour
Police Department.
Jack was a loving and caring father, grandfa-
ther and partner to his wife, Kay. He enjoyed
playing guitar, fishing with his children, and
was a well-studied historian, particularly
regarding Native American history, projec-
tile points and other artifacts. In retirement,
he was fortunate to have shared extensive
travels with his wife to many destinations
domestic and abroad. He had an amusing
and ironic sense of humor and enjoyed a co-
medic moment. In recent years, he battled
several medical issues. He faced those chal-
lenges with no complaint and stayed strong
until the very end.
Jack is survived by his wife, Kay Patterson,
and four children, Jack Patterson, Jr. (wife
Ellen Patterson), Jeff Patterson (former wife
Lisa Green), Scott Patterson (wife Cindy Pat-
terson) and Kimbra Benson (husband Rob-
ert Benson). He was a grandfather to seven
grandchildren. In addition to his parents,
Jack was predeceased by three brothers,
a sister and a daughter-in-law, Sharon Pat-
terson.
A memorial service will be held on July 10,
2023 at Ebenezer United Methodist Church
in Stafford, VA. Visitation will begin at 10
a.m., with a memorial service at 11 a.m.,
and reception following. In lieu of flowers,
please consider a memorial donation to St.
Jude Children’s Research Hospital at www.
stjude.org or Ebenezer United Methodist
Church at www.ebenezerumc.org
www.mullinsthompsonstafford.com

LOEB

BETTY S. LOEB
Betty S. Loeb (nee Segal), of
New Market, MD, passed away
on Thursday, July 6, 2023 at the
age of 83. She is survived by
her loving husband, Bernard
S. Loeb; loving children, David
Loeb (Lauren Wendt) and Dana (Scott) Hol-
man; adored grandchildren, Matthew, Ezra
and Talia Loeb, Talia Loeb, Michael and Ja-
son Holman. She was predeceased by her
devoted parents, Michael and Edith Segal.

Betth/ was a loving mother, wife, and grand-
mother. She was a very decent, caring hu-
man being and a huge Penn State fan.

Services at Garden of Remembrance Me-
morial Park, 14321 Comus Road, Clarks-
burg, MD 20871, on Sunday, July 9, 2023 at
12:30 p.m. Please omit flowers. Contribu-
tions in her memory may be sent to Con-
gregation Kol Ami of Frederick, The family
will be in mourning at 9067 Clendenin Way,
Frederick, MD 21704, through Monday. Ar-
rangements by Sol Levinson Funeral Home.
www.sollevinson.com

SAUNDERS

WILLIE JOE SAUNDERS

“Joe" (Age 99)
Willie Joe Saunders, affectionately known
as Joe, passed away peacefully on Mon-
day, June 19, 2023. A Memorial Mass will
be held on Fridae/, July 14, 2023 at St. John
Neumann Catholic Church, 620 N. Bestgate

Road, Annapolis, MD 21401 at 10:30 a.m.
www.LastingTributesFuneralCare.com

JAMES ARCHER SMITH
In Loving Memory
Jim peacefully passed away on Thursday,
June 29, in Florence, SC. after a prolonged
illness. He was born in Alexandria VA on
September 11, 1943. Jim is survived by
his wife Dorothy Smith, daughter Michelle
Smith, son Charles and wife Tracey Smith
and stepsons Donald and wife Suzette
Bunch and Michael Bunch, along with 11
grandchildren and seven great-grandchil-
ren.

Jim an electrician by trade working at
the Kennedy Center and owner of Smith
Electric retiring in 2005 and moving to
Florence, enjoying the slower pace of life.
He has met many good friends and neigh-
bors along his path in life. He was an avid
Redskins fan never missing a game and do-
nating time and supplies to local pet char-
ities, an animal lover who leaves two furry
family members longing for his return. He
will be loved and missed forever.

Services will be held at Demaine’s Funeral
Home in Springfield, VA on Saturday July 8,
2023, Viewing from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m., Ser-
vice from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Following he will
be laid to rest at Mount Comfort Cemetery
in Alexandria, VA.

____INMEMORIAM ___|
TURNER
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MARY ELLEN TURNER
Today we sing ‘happy birthday to ya, hap-
py birthday to ya, hap-py birth-dayyy! - to
the woman whose smile lit up any room,
and generosity melted hearts - happy 85th
birthday, Mema. Your Lynette & Asiah will

celebrate you forever.

EVELYN BOYD GRANVILLE (Age 99)
Dr. Evelyn Boyd Granville, who was one of
first two African American women to re-
ceive a Ph.D. in mathematics from an Amer-
ican university — both in 1949, died peace-
fully at her apartment in Silver Spring, MD
on June 27, 2023. During her long life, she
performed pioneering work in the field of
computing; raised chickens; and sold catfish
in Texas.

Evel%n Boyd was born on May 1, 1924 in
Washington, DC, the second daughter of
William and Julia Walker Boyd. Her parents
separated when she was young, and she
was raised by her mother and aunt. Boyd
was valedictorian at Dunbar High School,
which at that time was a segregated but
academically competitive school for black
students in Washington. Boyd was always
aware that discrimination defined much of
her world, but she did not feel constrained
by the knowledge or the fact.

With financial support from her aunt and
a small partial scholarship from Phi Delta
Kappa (professional organization for edu-
cators), Boyd entered Smith College in the
fall of 1941 with the intention of becoming
a French teacher, but mathematics, phys-
ics and astronomy drew her away from
“uninteresting” French literature. She was
elected to Phi Beta Kappa and to Sigma Xi
and graduated summa cum laude in 1945.
Encouraged by a graduate scholarship, she
entered Yale University that fall, where she
studied functional analysis, finishing her
doctorate in 1949, with a dissertation “On
Laguerre Series in the Complex Domain”.

Following graduate school, Boyd went to
New York Universi}}/ Institute for Mathemat-
ics and performed research and teaching
there. Afterwards, she took a teaching po-
sition at Fisk University, a historically black
college, because postings at predominantlz
white colleges were not available to blac

women. But in 1952 she left academia and
returned to Washington with a position at
the National Bureau of Standards. In 1956, a
new door opened. Granville was recruited to

a position with IBM, where she was seated
before a 650 Magnetic Drum Data-Process-
ing Machine and asked to do programming.
Three years later, NASA was formed, and
the fledgling agency contracted with IBM to
help launch satellites and manned capsules
outward, closer to the stars. Another door.

She was assigned first to Project Vanguard
and Mercury, writing programs to track the
orbital trajectories of satellites and rockets.
Later, she joined Project Apollo, providing
technical support to the engineers working
to make possible a lunar landing.

After nearly two decades in the private sec-
tor, Boyd did, eventually, become a teacher.
It was 1967. She was_living in Los Ange-
les, in the midst of a divorce from her first
husband, and IBM was asking her to move
again, to Northern California. The divorce
was destabilizing enough; she said no to
IBM. She wanted to stay in place. She ap-
plied to be an assistant professor of math-
ematics at California State University, Los
Angeles, got the job - as a full professor —
and gladly took a 50 percent pay cut. There
she taught and wrote textbooks on how to
teach mathematics and, there, she finished
her career—sort of.

Her first retirement was 1984, when she and
her second husband, Edward V. Granville, a
realtor, left L.A. for a rural 16-acre plot of
land in East Texas, his place of birth. They
shared a lovely, quiet home, but Granville
was soon teaching again, first at the local
public schools, and then at Texas College,
from which she retired in 1988. Two years
later she started teaching at the University
of Texas in Tyler as the Sam A. Lindsey Pro-
fessor of mathematics. There she developed
elementary school math enrichment pro-
grams.

After Ed died, she returned to Washington,
DC in 2010 and finally settled into retire-
ment, where she regularly bristled when
she heard anyone say that “women can't
do math”.

Granville received honorary doctorates from
Smith College, Lincoln University, Spelman
College and Yale University. She also re-
ceived the Wilbur Lucius Cross Medal, the
Yale Graduate School Alumni Association’s
highest honor; and was featured in a Yale
Alumni Magazine cover story about 150
Years of Women at Yale. Granville was a
National Academy of Engineering honoree;
and was inducted into the National Acade-
my of Sciences Portrait Collection of African
Americans in Science.

Funeral services will be held on Saturday,
July 8, 2023, under the direction of Mc-
Guire’s Funeral Service, 7400 Georgia Av-
enue, NW, Washington, DC (202) 882-6000.
Viewing at 10 a.m. will be followed at 11
a.m. by the Episcopal Burial service. Inter-
ment will be private.
WwWw.mcguire-services.com

COAN
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NANCIE SOMERVILLE COAN
Nancie Somerville Coan, born in Hartford,
Connecticut, to Frank Speer Coan and Janet
Stone Coan, passed away peacefully at the
age of 98 after a short illness in Washington,

DC, on March 20, 2023.

Nancie lived her early years with her family
in Lahore and Hyderabad, India, where her
father headed the YMCA. In Lahore, the fam-
ily camped during summers in Kashmir’s Hi-
malayas to avoid the city’s heat—endowing
her with a passion for hiking.

Returning to the U.S. from India in 1931, the
family settled in Princeton, NJ, where Nancie

spent her adolescent years. After graduating
from Vassar College in 1945, her adventur-
ous spirit led her to join sister, Ellen, in Bagh-
dad, Irag, where she helped with Ellen’s four
sons; she also applied her organizational
skills to manage Ellen’s husband's (Nizar Ali
Jawdat) company.

Forced to flee Baghdad with the Jawdats
during the 1958 revolution, Nancie settled in
Washington, where she became the Manag-
er of Bethel Programs at NTL Institute from
1962 to 1992. She spent nearly eve?/ sum-
mer in Bethel, Maine with her close friends;
it became her community and sanctuary.

Never married, she lived an active life af-
ter retiring, ushering at theaters, including
Shakespeare Theater Company and Arena
Stage, and volunteering at several organiza-
tions and the Clinton White House. She con-
tinued to spend summers in Bethel, hiking
with friends and picking blueberries to em-
bellish her pancakes. In addition to Maine,
she hiked the Appalachian Trail and trails
closer to home—even into her late 90s.

The second-youngest of deceased siblings
Frances (Mim) Nemtin, Ellen Jawdat, Stuart
Coan and Janet (June) Dunbar, Nancie is
survived by nephews and nieces Brian Lock-
hart and Leslie Lockhart Bisharat; Kumait,
Zaidun, Rakan and Hammad Jawdat; Chris-
tian Coan, Peter Coan, Rachel Coan Zeche
and Lucy Coan Helfrich.

No services are planned.

FINCH

ELSIE FREEMAN FINCH

Elsie Freeman Finch passed peacefully on
July 2, 2023, at Kensington Park Senior Liv-
ing in Kensington, Maryland. She was 93.
Over the course of a long and well-lived life,
she was a singer, professional archivist, po-
litical activist, wife, and mother.

Born to British immigrants in Rochester,
New York, she was the first woman in her
extended family to attend college. She sang
as a soloist and chorister in church and com-
munity choirs in her early years. She married

John Finley Freeman, a Harvard-trained his-
torian, and the couple settled in Manhattan,
Kansas, where John was a professor and
Elsie an instructor in English composition.
Together they had two sons before John's
sudden death in 1965. Soon after, she and
the boys moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and
subsequently to Washington, DC. There, she
pursued a career as an archivist, at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, the Archives of Ameri-
can Art, and the National Archives.
Throughout her career, she advocated in
talks and publications for archivists to en-
gage researchers and the public with their
records, not just preserve those documents.
She developed classroom curricula and vari-
ous public-facing programs. She was named
a Distinguished Fellow of the Society of
American Archivists and was a co-founder
of the Mid-Atlantic Regional Archives Con-
ference. A dedicated feminist and early
supporter of various women’s movement
organizations, she advocated for the ad-
vancement of women in her profession.
Elsie Freeman Finch is survived by Jared
Freeman, his wife Wendy Weinberg, and
their son Jesse Freeman, as well as by Mat-
thew Freeman and his wife Amanda Free-
man. A memorial service will be held at a
date to be determined this fall, with assis-
tance from the Potomac Valley Cremation
Center.

GOETZ
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ANN CAROLINE GORHAM GOETZ
(Age 83)
Ann Caroline Gorham Goetz, of Oak Hill, Vir-
%12% passed away in her home on June 29,

Ann was born on November 12, 1939 to
Leonard and Caroline “Kak” Gorham of
Alexandria, VA. Her parents were active
members of Immanuel Lutheran Church,
and she was the 1st student to enroll in
the inaugural class at Immanuel Lutheran
Church School. She went on to cheerlead
for and graduate from George Washington
High School in Alexandria, VA in 1957. Ann
was an active member of the church Young
Peoples’ Group, participating in volunteer
activities and sports leagues.

While working as a secretary at the Pen-
tagon, Ann met her future husband Major
Jerald L. Goetz and they married June 11,
1966 at Immanuel Lutheran Church. The
raised their family on Latham Street in Al-
exandria, and later moved to Oak Hill when
Jerry retired as a Colonel from the U.S. Army
to work as a nuclear scientist at SAIC.

Ann loved her family and dedicated her life
to being a wife, mother, grandmother, and
great grandmother. While her husband
was deployed to Vietnam, she worked as
an administrative assistant at the Cameron
Station Army Post, maintained her home,
and reared her children. She loved playing
the piano and inspired her children to play
and love music as well. Ann was always up
for an adventure, frequently hatching spur-
of-the moment trips with her kids to the

Shenandoah river, crabbing in the Chesa-
peake Bay, beach and surf fishing trips to
Rehobeth, and making history come alive
while relic hunting with her son. Ann could
always be counted on to chaperone grade
school trips, be a swim meet timer, and
drive for Meals on Wheels. She was also a
local Bowling and Tennis Champion, which
inspired her children’s love of sports. She
excelled while working in the Admitting
Department at Alexandria Hospital and was
promoted to Supervisor, which encoura§ed
her to pursue a Nursing degree later in Tife
One of her greatest joys was working as a
Docent in First Ladies Hall at the National
History Museum in Washington, DC, where
she loved making history come alive for the
Museum’s visitors.

She had a great love of travel, and took
amazing trips to see Germany's castles,
Austria’s Biergartens, the beaches in Bora
Bora and Fiji, and an educational trip to
Cuba. She jetted on the Concord, sailed the
QE2, and especially cherished trips to her
second home on the Big Island of Hawaii.

Ann was preceded in death by her parents
and her husband, COL Jerald L. Goetz. Sheis
greatly missed and survived by her children
Sheri Kebbel (Dennis), Hon. Debra Carnahan
(Russ), Jennifer Goetz, (David Kalinowski),
Dr. Liana Goetz (Chris Wible), Darrell Goetz
(Page), and her step-daughter Lisa Goetz-
Bouknight (Jon). She was also loved and
is missed by her eight grandchildren Julia
Anna, Arielle, and Christian Kebbel; Austin
and Andrew Carnahan; Lydia and Reese
Goetz; and Caroline Kalinowski. Also her
three step grandchildren Joshua and Jor-
don Hilber, and Aletheia McCurry; her two
Ereat-grandchildren Lillian and Lucas Keb-
el, as well as six step great-grandchildren
Isabelle, Trystan, and Dylan Hilber; Connor,
Piper, and Walker McCurry.

Visitation with the family will be July 13,
2023, 4 to 7 p.m. at Everly-Wheatley Funeral
Home, 1500 West Braddock Road, Alexan-
dria, VA. The Celebration of Life will also be
held at Every Wheatley, 11 a.m. on Julél 14,
with a reception for family and friends to
follow at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 1801
Russell Road Alexandria, VA 22301.

The family requests that all flowers and re-
membrances be sent to Everly-Wheatley. In-
terment will be held on a to-be-determined
date at Arlington National Cemetery.

QUESTER

DR. GEORGE H. QUESTER
(Age 86)
Dr. George H. Quester passed away on July
3, 2023, in Arlington, Virginia. The cause was
a hemorrhagic stroke. He was 86 years old.

Dr. Quester taught and wrote in the areas
of arms control, international politics, Amer-
ican foreign policy, and military strategy for
over 50 years. He was a Professor of Gov-
ernment and Politics at the University of
Maryland in College Park, and also taught at
Cornell University, Harvard University, UCLA,
and in the Department of Military Strategy at
the National War College. He spent a year at
the Center for Advanced Study in the Behav-
ioral Sciences at Stanford University. From
1991 to 1993, he served as the Olin Visiting
Professor at the United State Naval Acad-
emy. After retiring from the University of
Maryland, he served as the J.B. and Maurice
C. Shapiro Visiting Professor of International
Affairs at George Washington University's
Elliott School of International Affairs. Dr.

Quester often lectured overseas, including
numerous visits to Peking University and
Fudan University.

Dr. Quester is the author of over a dozen
books on international security issues, and
on broader questions of international re-
lations. Dr. Quester's publications include:
Deterrence Before Hiroshima (1966, reis-
sued 1986), The Politics of Nuclear Prolif-
eration (1973), The Future of Nuclear De-
terrence (1986), Nuclear Monopoly (2000),
Offense and Defense in the International
System (2003, 3rd ed.), Nuclear First Strike:
consequences of a Broken Taboo (2005),
Preemption, Prevention and Proliferation:
The Threat and Use of Weapons In History
(2009), and Nuclear Zero?: Lessons from the
Last Time We Were There (2015). He was
a member of the International Institute of
Strategic Studies and the Council on Foreign
Relations.

Dr. Quester graduated from Columbia Col-
lege. He received his doctorate in political
science from Harvard University.

Dr. Quester is survived by his wife Aline
Quester (née Olson) of 59 years; their chil-
dren, Theodore Quester (Analicia Castare-
da) and Amy Quester (Bruce Boyden); and
five grandchildren, Hugo Boyden, Oliver
Boyden, Nicolas Quester, Oscar Quester,
and Brighid Wilhite. George was a devot-
ed husband, father, and grandfather, with
a keen sense of humor. He loved traveling
with Aline, watching the Yankees (as long as
they were winning), and reading histor?/. He
was a lifelong railroad and subway buff and
an avid stamp collector.

No memorial service is planned. Donations
may be made in George's memory to the
National Eye Institute (NEI) or a charity of
your choice.

MIRSKY
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ALLAN F. MIRSKY
Allan F. Mirsky passed away on February 3,
2023, the morning after his 94th birthday,
after a long and highly distinguished career
in neuropsychology, and a personal life that
was lived so well.

Allan grew up in the Bronx, New York. After
graduation from the Bronx High School of
Science, he went on to receive his bache-
lor's degree from the City College of New
York. There he considered studying engi-
neering, French, pre-med, and biologF/, until
Ee ?(iscovered psychology and never looked
ack.

Allan went on to receive his Ph.D. from Yale
University in 1954. He recalled Yale as a tre-
mendously stimulating environment, with
multiple neuropsychological studies going
on in the Psychology Department and at the
Medical School. In studying WWII veterans
with brain injuries, Allan helped to create
the Continuous Performance Test, which re-
mains the standard method to assess sus-
tained attention.

Allan was then recruited to the National In-
stitute of Mental Health, where he contin-
ued to pursue a lifelong interest in the neu-
ral bases of and behavioral effects of seizure
disorders. After eight years, he moved to
Boston University as a Professor of Psychi-
atry, Psychology, and Neurology. In his 19
years there, he continued his research on
epilepsy and other attention disorders. He
then returned to NIMH as Chief of the Lab-
oratory of Psychology and Psychopathology,

where he expanded his research in terms of
assessment techniques and clinical groups.

In his 70-year career, Allan made major
contributions to studies of attention in
numerous clinical disorders, including sei-
zure disorders, schizophrenia, autism, vio-
lence, psychopharmacology, and traumatic
brain injwa/. He is particularly well known
in the field for his emphasis on brainstem
structures and their role in attention, and
for partitioning attention into five distinct
processes, with each measured by differ-
ent tests and supported by different brain
structures. This model provides a taxonomy
of attention that is standard in the field of
neuropsychology.

Allan served as President of several profes-
sional societies and was one of the founders
of the American Board of Clinical Neuropsy-
chology, from which he received the award
for Distinguished Service and Contributions
to the Profession of Psychology. Other pro-
fessional awards included the Distinguished
Career Award from the International Neuro-
psychological Society and the Distinguished
Lifetime Contribution to Neuropsychology
Award from the National Academy of Neu-
ropsychology.

Stellar as Allan’s professional career was,
he is also remembered by scores of friends,
colleagues, and mentees for his humble and
gentle nature, his dr?/ sense of humor, his
splendid ability to tell a story, his thought-
fulness, and his generosity of time and at-
tention. His personality was a wonderful mix
of charming, kind, witty, sensitive, jovial, and
mischievous, and he is dearly missed by all.

Allan is survived by his beloved wife of 36
years, Connie C. Duncan, Ph.D.; a daughter,
Laura Mirsky (Mark Rotenberg), and son,
Richard Mirsky, from a previous marriage to
Carol Vogel Mirsky, who predeceased him;
one brother, David P. Mirsky, M.D. (Susan);
and his standard poodle, Matti.

A celebration of life will be held at the River
Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation,
6301 River Road, Bethesda, MD, on August
11at2p.m.

Contributions in Allan’s memory may be
made to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation,
6 Herndon Ave, Annapolis, MD 21403, or at
www.cbf.org/memorial.

ROESER

VALERIE KAY ROESER
Valerie Kay Roeser (née Ewins), 83, former-
ly of the Town of Staines, London, England,
will be laid to rest beside her husband of 61
years on July 8, 2023, during a private cere-
mony at Arlington National Cemetery.

Valerie passed away peacefully after a brief
|f||ness on Sunday, March 27, 2022, in Fair-
ax, VA.

Valerie was born in Staines, a suburb of Lon-
don, England, to William “Bill” Sr. and Kather-
ine (Molly) Ewins on March 24, 1939. Valerie
was a successful salesperson and held sales
positions in many businesses, predominant-

Ify in the home interior field. She graduated
rom the west London academy of Drayton
Manor in 1957. Soon after graduation she
met her husband to be, Carl Joseph Roeser
Jr., while he was stationed in London during
his time in the U.S. Air Force.

Valerie loved to vacation with family and
loved gardening. She had an uncanny green
thumb, as demonstrated by all the lovely
house plants that filled her home, many of
which were started from just a sprig. She
also loved arts and crafts as well as knit-
ting and crocheting. Valerie was a huge
tennis fan and never missed watching the
big matches. Valerie retired at the age of 62
and spent much of her time as a retiree day
tripping with her husband Carl.

Valerie was preceded in death by her father,
William Sr.; her mother, Katherine; her broth-
er, William Jr.; and her loving husband of 61
years, Carl Jr.

Valerie is survived by her daughter Linda
Newland, married to” Charlie and her son
Carl Roeser Ill, married to Maria. She also
leaves behind three grandchildren, Sarah
(Roeser) Upperman, Samuel Newland and
James Roeser; one great-granddaughter,
fChlo_le Upperman; and a large extended
amily.

In memory of Valerie, say "I love you” to
someone close to you and give them hugs
as often as possible.

PIETSCH

GLORIA H. PIETSCH

After a brief illness and just shy of her 98th

birthday, our cherished Gloria H. Pietsch

passed away peacefully on July 1, 2023. She

was an amazing person and selflessly de-

¥Otefd'tr? her family, friends, neighbors and
er faith.

She was born Gloria Horstmann in Syracuse,
New York in 1925. While at Syracuse Univer-
sity, she met the love of her life, Bob Pietsch.
They were inseparable and had a joyous 64
years of marriage. Bob's career with the FBI
relocated them several times and included a
magical stretch living in New City, New York.

In the true spirit of the Greatest Generation,
Mom was the ideal homemaker - creatin;
a home that was positive, secure, fun an
endlessly supportive. She was always there
for her children and did anything and ev-
erything to build us up. Our victories were

her victories. If we had problems or a tough
day, it pained her as much or more than us.
She and Dad taught us by example the way
to treat each other and the ones you love.
Supremely humble, she loved to laugh and
was loyal, and quick with a kind word or
compliment. Every second with her adored
granddaughters was a gift.

Whether it was relationships with the ex-
tended FBI community, her 30 years of vol-
unteering at Fairfax Hospital, 40 years on
the altar guild at the Church of the Good
Shepherd, or playing in her bridge group,
Gloria made enduring friendships wherever
she went. She always rooted for the under-
dog and was genuinely nice to everyone no
matter their station.

She loved to swim and her “just one more
lap” would always be heard at family bar-
beques. Gloria and Bob loved their travels
and frequent social gatherings with friends.
iA Irc])bster roll with her neighbors was a high-
ight.

She will be dearly missed until we meet
alglain by her sons Tom (Susan Hall) and
Chris, her daughter Sue (Chris Hutmire),
Nancy and her treasured grandchildren
Casey and Emily, and her loving nieces and
nephew.

A memorial service will be held Friday, July
14, at the Church of the Good Shepherd at
9350 Braddock Road, Burke, VA 22015 at 1
p.m. with reception to follow. Internment to
be held at a later date at Arlington National
Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
either the Church of the Good Shepherd or
World Central Kitchen.
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WESCHLER

MAUREEN MCDONNELL WESCHLER

Remembering Maureen

Maureen McDonnell Weschler was born
Mary Margaret McDonnell on January 7,
1957 in Brooklyn, New York. She died on
June 28, 2023 at age 66 after a two decade
battle with cancer. She is survived by her lov-
ing husband of 44 years, Leonard Weschler
of Vienna, VA, and her sons Leonard (Katie),
Christopher, sister Kathleen Bartosh, and
grandson Maximilian. Her father Aloysius
McDonnell, mother Mary Breslin and broth-
er Richard Mack previously passed.

Maureen was an award-winning clinical
psychotherapist and social worker with a
bachelor’s degree from Hood College (1981),
and master’s degree from Virginia Common-
wealth University (1984).

Maureen was a loving and supportive moth-
er to her boys, of whom she was endlessly
proud. She traveled to all fifty states and
many countries, including her family’s home
of Ireland where she visited many times.
She loved to cook, appreciated the value of
a good hug, enj(g/ed trying different foods,
and prized a good cup of tea.

Maureen was diagnosed with breast cancer
in 1999, which then metastasized in 2001.

At one point she was given six months to
live but refused to let cancer win and com-
mitted to seeing her sons graduated from
high school. Not only did that happen, but
she survived with continuous cancer treat-
ments for 24 years. A fierce advocate for
cancer research and support organizations,
she raised more than $1 million with the
help of family, friends, and Weschler’s Auc-
tion House, a company owned by her hus-
band’s family. She was part of the clinical
trial for Herceptin with the only expectation
that it would provide information for future
cancer patients. The drug saved her life and
went on to save countless other lives as
well. She overcame many health obstacles
as a result of all of the chemotherapy.

She was an amazing wife, mother and friend
who was generous to a fault. The world has
lost a true warrior and gained an angel.

Visitation will be held at Money and King Fu-
neral Home, 171 W. Maple Ave., Vienna, VA
on Friday, July 7 from 6 to 8 p.m. and Satur-
daP/, JuI%S from 3 to 5 p.m. Funeral services
will be held at Episcopal Church of the Holy
Cross, 2455 Gallows Rd, Dunn Loring, VA on
Tuesday, July 11 at 1 p.m. Online condolenc-
es and fond memories may be offered to the
family at www.moneyandking.com

NOREEN MARIE NEEL

DECEMBER 31, 1937 - JUNE 24, 2023
Noreen Marie Neel, 85 of Solomons, former-
ly of Piney Point, Maryland died peacefuIIP/
on June 24, 2023 at The Hermitage at Sol-
omons Assisted Living facility. She was well
loved by family, friends, and the Hermitage
staff. She was the daughter of the late Ir-
vin A. Buckler and Francis M. Buckler. She
is survived by her husband of 63 years, Ed-
ward O'Donnell Neel, Jr.,, and their children,
Helen Nicewonger (Leonard), Edward Neel
(Elizabeth), Maureen York (Kevin), Anne
Piccoli (Philip) and Matthew Neel (Michele).
She is also survived by 11 grandchildren,
four great-grandchildren and her sister Mary
Agnes Donato.

Mrs. Neel was a registered nurse, formally
trained at St. Agnes School of Nursing in
Baltimore. She has kept in touch with her
graduating class at St. Agnes until her pass-
ing and met many times over the years with
the girls to “catch up.” She worked as a

nurse for several years in Albuquerque, New
Mexico while her husband was stationed
there. Once Mr. and Mrs. Neel moved back
to Maryland, Mrs. Neel worked at St. Mary’s
Hospital for three years, St. Mary’s Nursing
Home for four years and finally 22 years as
the school nurse at The Seafarers Harry Lun-
deberg School of Seamanship in Piney Point.
Mrs. Neel was very active in the community.
She was a member of St. George Catholic
Church, as a lector and choir member. She
delivered meals to the homebound and at-
tended bible study. She was a member of
the St. Mary’s Women's Club and served as
chair of their Scholarship Committee. As a
member, she volunteered her time to the St.
Mary's Oyster Festival, clothing drives, and
other fundraising events such as a house
tour in Piney Point. She volunteered with
the Valley Lee Rescue squad for 5 years.
She organized many years of American Red
Cross Blood Drives, worked on repairing
homes for those in need, and was an Elec-
tion Judge for many years as well. She was
also the Mothers’ ‘March Chairperson one
year for the St. Mary’s Chapter of March
of Dimes and with the help of many, raised
thousands of dollars.
Family and friends are invited to pay their
respects on July 11 at St. George Catholic
Church in Valley Lee, Maryland with Rev.
Peter Giovanoni as the celebrant. Viewing
will be from 11 a.m. to 12 noon. A Mass
of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 12
noon. Interment will follow in the church
cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in her mem-
ory can be made to The Michael J. Fox Foun-
dation for Parkinson’s Research (https://
www.michaeljfox.org), the American Red
Cross (https://www.redcross.org), Opera-
tion Smile (http://www.operationsmile.org)
or to a charity of choice.
www.brinsfieldfuneral.com
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Faced with various
financial struggles,
some theaters press
pause, while others
drop curtain for good

BY PETER MARKS
IN NEW HAVEN, CONN.
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The show
struggles
Lo €0 on

or more than 55 years, the highly

regarded Long Wharf Theatre

made its home in a converted

warehouse in an old food termi-

nal near New Haven Harbor.
Then one day last year, with rent pay-
ments an escalating burden, the compa-
ny became homeless.

Is alegacy theater company without its
theater still a company? It’s a proposition
that Long Wharf’s artistic director, Jacob
G. Padr6n, has been testing — an “itiner-
ant” theater model — and the rest of the
anxiety-ridden theater world is watching
closely. Still reeling from the pandemic,
many of the country’s nonprofit theaters
of various sizes are in deep financial

trouble, in what is rapidly turning into
the most severe crisis in the 70-year
history of the regional theater movement.

“It’s happening more and more and
more, and it’s going to be an epidemic,”
said Michael M. Kaiser, former president
ofthe Kennedy Center and now chairman
of the DeVos Institute of Arts Manage-
ment at the University of Maryland. “I’ve
always believed that we were heading for
a time that we were going to lose a whole
lot of midsized cultural organizations.
And I still believe that’s true.”

Evidence of the turmoil mounts day by
day, as companies from California to New
York announce major cutbacks in their

SEE THEATERS ON C2
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Tony winner Audra
McDonald performs at
Long Wharf Theatre in
May. The New Haven,
Conn., company gave up
its performance space.
“It’s going to be an
epidemic,” says Michael
M. Kaiser, ex-president
of the Kennedy Center.

MEMO

Second rodeo?

BY CAITLIN GIBSON

The first night after we came home
from the hospital with my 2-year-old
daughter’s baby brother, I was irrational-
ly determined to carry out a cherished
routine. Every time I had ever tucked my
little girl into bed, I sang James Taylor’s
“Sweet Baby James” — but that evening,
her bedtime arrived just as my newborn
demanded to nurse. I made a choice: I
handed my wailing infant to my hus-
band and dashed into my daughter’s
bedroom to say good night in the way she
had always known, as if nothing had
changed.

Except everything had changed, and
as I heard the baby crying through the

Better strap in.

wall and saw my overwhelmed toddler
staring at me wide-eyed, I felt my throat
close as tears welled. I forced myself to
sing anyway, and here is the truth: It was
not good. I sounded like an anguished
frog having an asthma attack. My daugh-
ter lay very still, regarding this pathetic
spectacle warily, and then she whispered
three of the most devastating words a
child can say to their parent.
“Mama,” she said. “No more singing.”
If you have one kid, and you’re
expecting another, you might think you
know something about what’s coming,
and how to prepare for it. You have the
advantage of familiarity with elements
of new parenthood that felt foreign the
SEE MEMO ON C3
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‘American
Ending starts
with a family’s
origin slory

BY CAROLE BURNS

When prizewinning author Mary Kay
Zuravleff decided to base her fourth
novel, “American Ending,” around her
own family’s arrival in America — Rus-
sian Orthodox “Old Believers” who im-
migrated about 100 years ago to work in
the coal mines in Pennsylvania — she
knew that writing her first historical
novel would be challenging. But she
didn’t expect the story she was telling to
feel so relevant today.

She found herself describing the
masks worn during the 1918 flu pandem-
ic and the discrimination faced by her
family and other immigrants. “One day
when I was writing, I literally typed 2019
instead 0f 1919,” Zuravleff said. “I just sat
at my computer, stunned. I thought,
‘OKkay, this is then, and this is now.”

In a recent interview, Zuravleff, a
longtime D.C. resident whose previous
novel, “Man Alive!,” was a Washington
Post Notable Book, talked about how
“American Ending,” told in the voice of a
young girl proud to be the first American
in her family, explores the paradoxes —
historical and contemporary — inherent
in being American.

This interview has been condensed
and edited for clarity.

Q: How much did the story you knew
growing up — that your paternal
grandmother lost her American
citizenship when she married because
your grandfather wasn’t a citizen —
inspire “American Ending?”
A: That made the novel vital. I'd heard
the refrain my whole life, and it didn’t
mean anything to me. And then one day
Ilook at the 1920 Census. It says she’s
born in Erie, Pa., yet she is marked as
“Alien.” I was stunned. “Alien” is a
strong word, and there’s something
about seeing it in writing that
infuriates you.

Americans teach a more flattering
history than what transpired. After the

SEE BOOK WORLD ON C2
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Joy Ride
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Four friends go on a raunchy road trip full
of self-discovery and sexual innuendo —
like, we're talking Fifty Shades levels. 26

The Lesson

okley

Sharp British literary thriller is let down by
its ending, as a deliciously combustible
story fizzles out in melodrama. 27

Anthem Lries
lo stay true o
nation’s past

BY JONAH VALDEZ

Fans often ask R&B singer and actor
Jill Scott why she doesn’t sing “The
Star-Spangled Banner” at sporting
events.

The reason: She knows a completely
different anthem would leave her lips,
Scott told an audience during a March
show in her hometown of Philadelphia.

The anthem she’s referring to is one
that she wrote as a teenager living in
north Philadelphia, a biting critique of
racial inequality in America. And after
more than 30 years, she performed her
rewrite while touring this year. The
neo-soul icon gave the highest-profile
performance of the anthem so far Satur-
day at Day 2 of the 2023 Essence Festival
in New Orleans. In front of a packed
Caesars Superdome audience — where
the festival celebrating Black artists and
Black women has taken place since 1994
and has drawn crowds of nearly half a
million — Scott belted out her remixed
anthem. She received ovations and ap-
plause from the arena and gained buzz
across social media.

“Oh say, can you see, by the blood in
the streets,” Scott began a cappella to the
tune of the original anthem, but she
slowed its cadence, letting each word
reverberate through the arena. “That this

SEE ANTHEM ON C3
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Long Wharf’s situation may be a harbinger ol a sea change in theater world

THEATERS FROM C1

offerings — or shut down alto-
gether. The theater world was
further rocked recently when one
of the nation’s largest companies,
the Los Angeles-based Center
Theatre Group, said it would
“pause” programming in one of its
theaters, the Mark Taper Forum.
That followed the upheaval at
Oregon Shakespeare Festival, an-
other industry mainstay, which
said last month it needed an
emergency infusion of $7.5 mil-
lion or its 2023 season could not
go on. The urgent effort came
after a similar plea, in April, for
which OSF raised $2.5 million.

The cutbacks and closings have
been so regular of late that a
document circulates among lead-
ers of the field, listing recent “per-
manent closures” — such as Triad
Stage in North Carolina, Southern
Repertory Theatre in New Or-
leans, New Ohio Theatre in New
York — and staff and program
downsizings. In June, off-Broad-
way’s Public Theater eliminated
its Under the Radar Festival,
which set an industry standard
for avant-garde and international
plays. To save money, even august
companies such as Arena Stage —
working with what its leaders call
“deficit planning” — are reducing
the number of plays they produce.

And just last week, Chicago’s
35-year-old Lookingglass Theatre
Company, debut theater for Tony-
winning director Mary Zimmer-
man’s “Metamorphoses,” de-
clared that it was ceasing opera-
tions until late next spring. As
regional theaters often are the
seeding ground for both new-play
development and work that even-
tually goes to Broadway, every
“pause” can have consequences
down the road.

The crisis is a perfect storm of
bad economic and demographic
trends, exacerbated by a change
in cultural habits during the pan-
demic. Experts in theater man-
agement say that 25 percent to 30
percent of theater audiences have
not returned since the pandemic
shutdown of March 2020 that
lasted until late 2021. Retrench-
ment has continued, they say, not
so much out of lingering fears of
getting sick, but because theater
simply receded as a priority as
other pastimes filled the gap.
Streaming entertainment at
home, for example, has proved a
durable substitute for the time
and expense of theater.

No one cause completely ex-
plains the situation, but many
theaters have been slow to re-
spond to changes in the market-
place. Billions in federal aid —
including the $15 billion Shut-
tered Venue Operators Grant pro-
gram approved in 2020 — Kept

theaters afloat during the shut-
down. But that cushion was tem-
porary. The money was largely
spent, observers say, but prob-
lems from before the pandemic,
such as a continual decline in
season subscriptions, have not
been adequately addressed.

The confluence has theater
business professionals issuing
dire warnings.

“By this time next year, I think
the industry will shrink by half,”
said Amy Wratchford, who has
been managing director of thea-
ters in Virginia and is now presi-
dent of the Wratchford Group, an
arts management consultancy.

Wratchford added that “donor
fatigue” — a reluctance by some
financial supporters to continue
to shore up struggling institu-
tions — has been settling in. (Un-
like commercial Broadway shows,
whose investors optimally expect
a profit, the nation’s regional
theaters operate on a nonprofit
basis, deriving income from ticket
sales, grants from philanthropies
and donations from individuals.)

“What we’ve got,” she said, “is a
disconnect between theater and
the people who fund it”

Kaiser, whose institute coun-

CHIKE PHOTOGRAPHY FOR LOTTA STUDIO

sels hundreds of arts organiza-
tions across the country, believes
that some theaters, motivated by
honorable concerns about social
and racial justice, pivoted in their
programming too abruptly after
the shutdown.

He called the move “a change of

“By this time next year,
[ think the industry will
shrink by half.”

Amy Wratchford, president of the
Wratchford Group, an arts
management consultancy

perspective in what stories they
want to tell without necessarily
bringing their audiences or their
donors or their boards along with
them, in a way that makes clear as
to why this is important and how
to participate and how to watch.
And as a result, I think were
seeing some serious loss of audi-
ence and board support and do-
nor support.”

Although a few companies
folded in the wake of the pandem-
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JOEL CALLAWAY

LEFT: Kit Ingui, from left, Jacob G. Padron and Nancy Alexander at Long Wharf Theatre’s annual

benefit concert in May. ABOVE: In June, Long Wharf presented Kristina Wong’s “Kristina Wong for
Public Office” at Yale’s University Theatre. Artistic director Padrén envisions Long Wharf expanding
the theater’s reach to underserved communities.

ic, it was Long Wharf’s announce-
mentin February 2022 of aradical
new direction that was the indus-
try’s real wake-up call. A strong
artistic force for decades, Long
Wharfhas championed such play-
wrights as David Rabe and Mar-
garet Edson, who won a Pulitzer
Prize for “Wit,” which got a crucial
early boost at Long Wharf. But
time and declining attendance
caught up with the organization:
By the point at which Padrén and
Kit Ingui became artistic director
and managing director in 2019, its
400-seat main stage theater was
typically less than half filled, and
the building was desperately in
need of upgrades.

“When I got here, financial
challenges were already in exis-
tence for Long Wharf over the
course of more than a decade,”
Ingui said in an interview in the
downtown office suite that now
serves as company headquarters.
“There were severe deficits.”

With an operating budget of
about $4 million, and facing in-
creases that would put annual
rent at about $500,000, some-
thing drastic had to be done. “The
board recognized that the build-
ing and the expense and the oper-
ations were not sustainable,’
Padron said. “It just wasn’t good
anymore.

“So we had to figure out a
different way,” he added. “We
know that it is such a risk. But we
also know that great things don’t
come without taking risks.”

The “great thing” Padrén had
in mind was potentially exciting

but also deeply upsetting to some
longtime Long Wharf patrons:
givingup thebuilding and finding
spaces for productions in and
around New Haven. The Yale-
trained Padrén, 43, a California
native who grew up on shows at
Luis Valdez’s storied El Teatro
Campesino, founded for farm-
workers, is part of a generation of
younger theater leaders more
committed to diversity, equity
and inclusion. He envisioned
Long Wharf expanding its reach
to underserved communities.

That has meant offerings such
as “Black Trans Women at the
Center,” a multiyear digital festi-
val of new work, and “I AM: Mus-
lim/American,” a film by Aaliyah
Miller and Halima Flynn that
Long Wharf has taken for talk-
back sessions across Connecticut.
The itinerant era also birthed a
concert reading in September of
the Broadway musical “Jelly’s
Last Jam” in a space in the city’s
Dixwell neighborhood.

There is no shortage of poten-
tial sites for the company’s proj-
ects — the staff has toured more
than 60 in the area. This fall,
actress Kathleen Chalfant will
perform Joan Didion’s “The Year
of Magical Thinking” in private
homes in the New Haven area.
And while the new team has been
able to erase the company’s defi-
cit, the unknown is whether Long
Wharf can hold on to its position
as a strong cultural influence and
attract the new audiences it seeks.

The company’s board of direc-
tors is solidly behind the gamble.

“We had to make some kind of
decision, were we going to stay or
leave the financial model? That
subscription model is absolutely
failing,” said board chair Nancy
Alexander, herself a consultant to
nonprofit organizations. “And so
the financial model, which was
based largely on that, was starting
to crumble. But the really positive
and very important factor was our
desire to make theater for every-
one.”

The hope for some struggling
companies is that reducing pro-
gramming for a time — and thus
the pressure on the budget — will
allow them to re-energize.
Meghan Pressman, Centre Thea-
tre Group’s managing director
and chief executive, said pausing
work in the Mark Taper allows
time for “a restructuring, a rebal-
ancing,” as a new artistic director,
Snehal Desai, takes over this sum-
mer. (The company is still pre-
senting musicals in its larger Ah-
manson Theatre.)

Pressman acknowledges that
the industry came up short in the
effort to lure audiences back after
the pandemic. “We bet big on the
past year and half,” she said, add-
ing that perhaps a public airing of
theater’s dire straits will let reluc-
tant theatergoers know how des-
perately they are needed to re-
turn.

“That is one of the only positive
outcomes out of this really dis-
tressing moment,” Pressman said.
“If it throws a spotlight on the
struggle over what is happening,
then I am proud to be of service.”

Studio Theatre’s ‘Fun Home” has stirring performances, 10-year-old knockoul

BY CELIA WREN

A near-epiphany glimmers in
“Ring of Keys,” one of the exhila-
rating musical numbers in Studio
Theatre’s “Fun Home.” It’s a song
about a young girl almost — but
not quite — understanding part of
her future identity, and it’s sung
by 10-year-old Quinn Titcomb, a
knockout performer who’s part of
a terrific cast in this stirring pro-
duction directed by David Muse.

The energetic tyke that Quinn
portrays, known as Small Alison,
is funny, boisterous, petulant and
gleeful at various points in this
musical, a bittersweet coming-out
story and family drama. But she’s
puzzled, earnest and awe-filled in
“Ring of Keys,” as she senses an
affinity with a woman — a strang-
er — she has spotted in a diner. We
inthe audiencerealize the woman
isalesbian, and that Small Alison,
who when older will also identify
as such, feels kinship for that
reason. For the girl, though, the
experience is a mystery.

Beyond the assurance of the
performance, the moment lingers
inthe mind because — as a beauti-
ful solo about a mere fleeting
glimpse, which the singing char-
acter doesn’t wholly comprehend
— it rings so true about human
subjectivity and growth. “Ring of
Keys” also epitomizes the search-
ing, wondering dynamic that’s a
leitmotif in the show, which has
music by Jeanine Tesori and a
book and lyrics by Lisa Kron, and
is based on the autobiographical
graphic novel by Alison Bechdel.

A memory play that, in its 2015
Broadway debut, won multiple
Tony Awards including best musi-
cal, “Fun Home” features three
versions of its central character.
In addition to Small Alison,
there’s 43-year-old Alison (the
charismatic Andrea Prestinario),
who’s an out lesbian cartoonist,
and Medium Alison (Maya Jacob-
son, compellingly excitable and
vulnerable), an Oberlin student
just starting to understand her
sexuality. Looking back, the 43-
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Quinn Titcomb, center, and other cast members perform in “Fun
Home” at Studio Theatre. The musical, based on the graphic novel
by Alison Bechdel, is a bittersweet coming-out story.

year-old struggles to understand
the life and death of her father,
Bruce (Bobby Smith), a closeted
gay man who ran a funeral home.
Brainy but troubled, Bruce was a
lover of antiques and old houses,

seemingly finding in such treas-
ures an authenticity that con-
trasted with his life’s deceptions.
“I want to know what’s true,/
dig deep ... until now gives way to
then,” he sings, the sentiment par-

alleling the grown Alison’s search
for revelations within her memo-
ries.

Smith  expertly captures
Bruce’s moodiness, intelligence
and pain. In other deft acting
turns, the golden-voiced actress
Rebecca Pitcher channels Bruce’s
long-suffering wife, Helen, and
Thani Brant radiates spot-on
poise as college student Joan.
Adante Carter channels several
minor figures. (Sarah Cubbage
designed the personality-
appropriate costumes.) That we
are seeing the characters largely
from the perspective of 43-year-
old Alison is underscored by Deb-
ra Booth’s set, which principally
portrays a cartoonist’s studio but
also transforms in powerful re-
veals.

Despite the musical’s serious
themes, humor abounds. In one
hilarious number, Small Alison
and her siblings Christian and
John (the able August Scott
McFeaters and Teddy Schechter)

create a homemade commercial
for the funeral parlor, dancing
and singing like the Jackson 5
while dropping casual references
to caskets and formaldehyde. The
pop sounds here stake out one
edge of Tesori’s varied score,
which at other times encompass-
es wistful, shifting, shimmering
textures. The seven-person band,
including music director Darren
R. Cohen, sounds good.

Studio doesn’t mount musicals
too often. Staging this rich one
has paid off.

Fun Home, music by Jeanine Tesori;
book and lyrics, Lisa Kron; based on
the graphic novel by Alison Bechdel.
Directed by David Muse; lighting
design, Brian Tovar; sound, Gordon
Nimmo-Smith; movement
coordinator, Ashleigh King; props,
Amy Kellett. About 90 minutes.
Tickets: Start at $55. Through

Aug. 20 at Studio Theatre, 1501 14th
St. NW. 202-332-3300.
studiotheatre.org

American identity and its

BOOK WORLD FROM C1

Civil War, did African Americans
get citizenship? What about
Indigenous Americans? What
about Chinese Americans? It’s
not pretty, and it’s not what we
think it is.

Q: Is Yelena, the protagonist,
one of your grandmothers?

A: I'm named after my two
grandmothers, Mary and Kay.
My character Yelena is this
mash-up of my mom’s mom,
Kay; my own mom; and me. My
mom’s mom was very canny. She
marched into the foreman’s
office and demanded that my
grandfather be paid in cash
instead of scrip, like Yelena’s
mother in the novel. That is

gutsy.

Q: Yelena’s smart, wryly
observant voice pulls us through
the novel. Did she speak to you
immediately?

A: Yes. Readers of early drafts
said the novel should be told in
third person, and I kept saying it
has to be first person because
the book’s message is: I am here.
You don’t see me, but I am right
here, and I belong here.

Q: Yet we see her rebelliousness
only through her very funny
internal monologue. She can’t
really rebel — or can she?

A: Yelena is doing every single
thing she is asked. She loves
school, but she has to leave
fourth grade to take care of her
sister’s babies. So she’s sassing
her father in her head, but she
would never say the things she
thinks out loud. My challenge

paradoxes

was not to put a 21st-century
spin on her, because family,
history and religion are tying
her hands at every turn. From
where we sit, we see so much
possibility for agency that she
does not have. And so, is she
going to be beaten down, or is
she going to find a way?

Q: Did you have a different
audience in mind when writing
this book?

A: 1 don’t know who I'm writing
for, but this book is dedicated to
my mother. She read many
drafts, and she was an editor, so
she read some of them for
proofreading purposes. So when
the book was done, and she
chose to read it again, for
pleasure, she said: “I’'m not
Yelena, but she has all my
thoughts.” There’s an audience.

Q: This is your
fourth novel.
Why haven’t
you explored
this history
sooner?

A: I've been
hearing these
stories my
whole life, but
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AMERICAN the impetus
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$28.95 American.
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come from illiterate, poverty-
stricken stock, you’re not
necessarily raised to be proud of
that, to want to tell that story
and spread it around.

And yet I keep meeting
people who are being told the
story of their family at
someone’s deathbed. Their
relatives could take that secret
to the grave, but before they die,

they want to tell their story. So
there’s both pride and shame in
it. That makes for a good novel:
pride and shame.

Q: A few generations later,
you’re publishing your fourth
novel — your grandmothers
would have been astonished.
Isn’t that the American ending
we mythologize?

A: Oh, Ilove that. And I had a
lot of choices that they did not
have. To study writing was
anathema to my parents — and I
thought, “I’ll be all right.” That’s
a luxury, a privilege.

Q: Many communities of color
are blocked from seeing the
same type of progress across
generations. Was that
something you were thinking
about, too?

A: Yes. My God, I'm from
OKklahoma, and the Black
community in Tulsa was
firebombed — it was an affluent,

educated, self-sustaining
community in the *20s, and it
was destroyed. So when I put
this story out there, I am not
saying we’ve had a tough time,
too. I’'m saying: “Here’s another
instance where we have not
done right by the people who
have come here. What can we do
differently?”

Q: Yelena’s mother has her
children choose the endings of
their bedtime stories each night:
a Russian ending — such as wolf
eating a bride — or an American
ending — the bridegroom
cutting open the wolf’s stomach
to release the happy bride.
Which did you choose for the
readers of “American Ending?”
A: Neither. Yelena is determined
to discover a new American
ending.

Carole Burns’s debut novel, “The
Same Country,” is being published in
Britain this fall.
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lixpecting a second child? 'The math can be a lot more complicated than 1+1.

MEMO FROM C1

first time — the baby gizmos and
gadgets, the basics of breastfeed-
ing or bottle-feeding, how to
wrap a swaddle that stays put for
more than three seconds. But
then an entirely distinct and
unique new baby arrives, blithely
indifferent to an older sibling’s
blueprint, and you realize you
have to learn how to care for this
tiny stranger while also caring
for your first offspring, who prob-
ably has some big feelings about
the radical realignment of their
family unit. Until this transition
is upon you, the logistical and
emotional chaos of having to
divide your focus between two
small humans (never mind your-
self, never mind a partner) is
hard to fathom.

“I think the shift from one to
two children is such a drastic
change in everyone’s life, and it is
not explored enough or men-
tioned in general conversation,”
says Sherisa de Groot, a mother
of two and founder of the online
literary platform Raising Moth-
ers. “I feel like I spent most of my
pregnancy preparing my son and
very little preparing myself.”

Several moms told me that
before the arrival of a second kid,
they felt comforted by how rea-
sonable the number sounded:
two. But there are certain realms
where mathematics gets compli-
cated and counterintuitive — like
quantum field theory, or the
addition of one child to a family
that already has one child. “One
child is one,” says Joanna Kaylor,
a mom to a 4-year-old son and
2-year-old daughter in Virginia.
“Two children are actually some-
where between three and five
kids’ worth of everything.” Add a
stomach virus or a lice infesta-
tion to the equation, and a parent
can no longer offer a numerical
estimate because they’ve sprint-
ed off into the hills wearing a
lampshade for a hat.

Ryann Fapohunda, who has 3-

and 1l-year-old boys, says she
tried to brace herself, asking her
friends what to expect when she
was pregnant with her second.
“My friends were like: ‘You know,
there are days where I don’t even
wash my face. I'm just too busy’
And I'm like: ‘What do you mean?
You don’t wash your face?” She
laughs. “I didn’t understand. And
now I do.”

family, there is an overwhelm-

ing physicality to the act of
parenting. There is constant car-
rying, changing, buckling and
dressing, the daunting task of
supervising and safeguarding
two bodies with one. Most par-
ents of two (or more) kids have a
story (or 10) about confronting
this reality. A colleague once told
me about the time she was wran-
gling her baby in his car seat,
when his brother declared that
he had to pee and took off
running through a parking lot
with his pants pulled down. He
does not remember this. His
mother will never forget.

Kaylor can still picture the
morning when she was helping
her 4-year-old son use the bath-
room, and she heard the sound of
fluid splashing in the kitchen. It
took her a moment to deduce
that her toddler daughter was
pouring milk all over the table
and the floor, and there was
absolutely nothing Kaylor could
do about it. “When I came back in
the kitchen, my daughter was
playing in the milk and needed a
bath,” she says. “Which meant my
son also wanted a bath. At 8 a.m.,
as I was trying to get them out the
door to day care.”

For Saranah Holmes Walden, a
mom of two in North Carolina,
the breaking point was always
dinnertime, when her husband
was still at work, and she was
juggling her newborn and tod-
dler. “I remember one night hav-
ing food on the stove, and my son
was crying, and my 2-year-old

I n the early years of a two-child

daughter was asking for some-
thing and pulling on my legs,” she
says. “I had to turn the fire off,
feed my son, take care of my
daughter, and dinner still wasn’t
made, and then I remember look-
ing around and being like: ‘Oh,
gosh, there’s also laundry. There
are bottles in the sink that need
to be washed.” It’s hard to find a
word for what that time felt like,
she says, except, “Whoa.”

When second-time moms seek
support from Jessica Zucker, a
psychologist who specializes in
maternal and reproductive men-
tal health, they often tell her that
they’re struggling with feelings of
guilt over spending less quality
time with their older child. They
tell her that it’s hard to find time
to rest and care for themselves.

“Second-time mothers, in my
clinical experience, all too often
blame themselves for ‘not being
able to do it all,” she says. “And
yet, they are juggling it all! The
culprit, I tell them, is the culture
not supporting us in deep and
meaningful ways as mothers.”

Zucker notes that the fatigue
and demands of parenting two
children can amplify feelings of
anxiety or depression — and that
even if a mom felt great after her
first baby, that doesn’t mean she
won’t struggle with postpartum
mental health issues the second
time.

The research on adding a sec-
ond kid to a family is a mixed
bag: One study indicated that a
second child can lead to a decline
in happiness — but only for the
mother; a father’s happiness ap-
peared to hold steady between
kids one and two. Numerous
studies have suggested that hav-
ing more kids can lead to de-
creased satisfaction in a mar-
riage, but a 2015 study found that
a marriage might actually be
more resilient the second time
around.

Some parents find that their
friends and family don’t rally
around them as intensely for

baby number two (if, like me, you
had a second kid during the
pandemic, then you might have
found yourself even more isolat-
ed from a socially distanced vil-
lage). Zucker says she’s heard
second-time moms wonder aloud
in therapy sessions about wheth-
er people “even care” about meet-
ing a second child.

“The emotional temperature
of the second-time mother seems
not to be taken the way it is the
first time around,” Zucker says.
“Checking in. Sending food, flow-
ers, gifts, support. My sense,
though, is that it’s less a function
of people not caring but more of
an assumption that mothers have
‘got this, since it is not their first
rodeo.”

But it’s still uncharted terri-
tory: “No two pregnancies, deliv-
eries or babies are the same,” she
says. “No two motherhoods are
necessarily the same, either.”

The tips and tricks that
worked best with the first baby
might not work at all for the
second one. The suggestion to
“sleep when the baby sleeps” —
which was already a farce, let’s be
real — is now a logistical impossi-
bility.

When Katie Yen, a mom of two
in D.C,, had her first baby, her
daily life revolved around her
son’s feeding and sleeping sched-
ule. While she was on maternity
leave, she says, she would stay up
past 11 p.m. to nurse him one last
time for the night, then both of
them would alternate sleeping
and nursing until nearly noon
the next day.

“But there was no way that was
happening with a second Kkid,”
she says, “because now I had to
get up and moving, to help get
the first one off to day care and
get lunch prepared, and make
breakfast.”

There are, of course, those
fleeting, sacred hours in the late
evening, after the kids are asleep,
and a blissful quiet descends.
That’s when one voice in your

head whispers: You are sleep
deprived; go to bed, and another
voice counters, Remember books?
Remember TV? Remember unin-
terrupted snacking? The nightly
question looms: Is it better to be a
marginally rested parent-robot
or a corpse who has seen the
most recent episode of “Ted Las-
s0”?

Erica Blue Roberts,amomto a
5-year-old and a 21-month-old,
remembers eyeing the clock,
wondering at what hour her
infant might wake her overnight.
“You think, ‘T should go to sleep
now because I have no idea how
my night is going to go,” she says.
“But it’s also the only time you
have for yourself. So you’re like, ‘I
don’t care, I need to watch a
couple of shows and have some
dessert, and then you end up
staying up until 11, and the baby
wakes up an hour later. But you
needed that for yourself!”

Roberts recalls one of her ear-
liest memories after her son was
born — he arrived early with
medical complications and spent
18 days in the NICU. Within days
of giving birth, Roberts was mak-
ing daily trips alone on the ferry
from Brooklyn to Manhattan to
see her newborn at the hospital,
while her husband stayed home
with their daughter. She remem-
bers sitting on the ferry one
beautiful afternoon beneath
bright September skies, so over-
whelmed and exhausted that she
couldn’t stop sobbing as the New
York skyline drew closer.

She wants to be honest about
what that felt like, so other moms
might feel safe being honest, too.

“You don’t want to scare some-
one who is having their second,”
she says. “But you want to vali-
date their potential feelings: This
could be tough, and if it is tough,
that’s totally okay, and you’re not
alone.”

hat helps most, in the
end, is time.
“I would say it took at

least six months for me to feel
like I wasn’t completely drown-
ing, and probably a good year
before I was like, ‘Okay, this is
more normal than it is whoa,”
Walden says. Her daughter is 4
now, and her son is almost 2.
“Now I've got this whole little
routine. We’re doing fine.”

It took about a year for Yen’s
family to find a new equilibrium,
too: “By that time, there was
more of a rhythm, and my son
was more consistently sleeping
through the night, so everything
felt more doable. We were bal-
ancing work-life responsibilities
much better.” Her boys are 3 and
7 now, she says, and theyTre
extremely close. “They are so
precious with each other, and my
heart bursts with joy when I see
them sometimes.” She pauses.
“Well — you just have to make
sure they’re not hungry, angry or
tired”

Fapohunda describes this sea-
son of her life as “beautiful
chaos,” and she (mostly) relishes
it. “It’s wonderful. I love seeing
my boys together.” They’ve devel-
oped a special bond, she says;
recently, her older boy told her at
bedtime, I love my baby. In those
moments, she says, she thinks
about how grateful she is, how “I
would do anything for my fam-
ily” She laughs: “And then, in the
next breath, I'm like, I am so
tired.”

A few nights ago, I put my son
in his crib and poked my head
into his big sister’s room. Her dad
had already tucked her in, but
she was still awake, so I sat on the
edge of her bed to say good night.
I was thinking about that first
night at home with her brother,
and how little I had known then
about all that would change and
all that would remain constant.
Nearly three years later, my
daughter doesn’t remember
much of life before her little
brother was part of it.

“Can you sing?” she asked, so I
did.

Scott wrote version of
anthem when she was 19

ANTHEM FROM C1

place doesn’t smile on you, col-
ored child”

The song ends with the gut
punch of a revised closing line,
replacing the words written by
amateur poet and slave owner
Francis Scott Key, “O’er the land
of the free and the home of the
brave,” with “This is not the land
of the free but the home of the
slaves.”

“In total tears of the power of
this truth,” @MariePurnell5
wrote on Twitter, responding to a
clip of the song.

User @forthecommentsl de-
clared Scott’s rendition the new
“Black American National an-
them!!”

Essence, the lifestyle magazine
that hosts the festival, agreed,
writing on its Twitter account,
“Everyone please rise for the only
National Anthem we will be rec-
ognizing from this day forward.
Jill Scott, we thank you!”

Decades after writing the new-
look anthem at age 19, the 51-
year-old Scott has been perform-
ing the anthem this year through-
out her belated tour to commem-
orate the 20th anniversary of her
2000 platinum album, “Who Is
Jill Scott? Words & Sounds Vol. 1.”
Her performances of the work
have served as a lead-in to her

song “ Watching Me,” and slowly
started to make waves online as
early as April.

Performances of “The Star-
Spangled Banner” became a for-
mality at sporting events in the
late 1940s after World War II
when NFL Commissioner Elmer
Layden required them before
kickoff at games. In recent years,
however, American patriotic fig-
ures and symbols such as “The
Star-Spangled Banner” have
come under scrutiny amid move-
ments for racial justice after the
police killings of Michael Brown
in 2014 and George Floyd in 2020.

Some have homed in on the
song’s little-known third verse,
which historians have said in-
cludes a line that disparages en-
slaved Black people. Others have
noted Key’s slave-owning past,
with a crowd in 2020 tearing
down his statue at San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Park.

Even so, generating any fric-
tion against the tune can prove
costly and controversial. NFL
quarterback Colin Kaepernick fa-
mously sat, then knelt during the
national anthem while a member
of the San Francisco 49ers as a
protest against police brutality
against Black people. His pro-
tests, which gained national at-
tention and widespread scrutiny,
started in 2016. After the 2016

Jill Scott’s performance of her
version of “The Star-Spangled
Banner” at the Essence Festival
in New Orleans was saluted on
social media.

season, Kaepernick became a free
agent and remained without a
team as multiple franchises re-
fused to sign him. The former
Super Bowl QB hasn’t played a
game since. During following sea-
sons, however, more players
joined the protests for Black lives,
kneeling during anthems.

Scott, who wrote her anthem in
the early 1990s, isn't the first
artist to rearrange the “Star-
Spangled Banner” with a critical
message. Jimi Hendrix famously
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did so at the Woodstock festival in
1969, which many consider to be
a criticism of the Vietnam War.
Hendrix’s version was an instru-
mental masterpiece, but Scott is
perhaps the most visible vocalist
to rewrite the anthem’s lyrics to
reflect a more honest telling of
America’s history of racism
toward Black people. And observ-
ers online took notice of the in-
herent risks of Scott’s rendition.
“Don’tjump me, but Jill Scott is
openly Black as f--- and doesn’t

downplay it even slightly for any
audiences,” @ilOvetotour wrote
on Twitter. “Seeing a Black wom-
an from Philly use the National
Anthem to call out what the
country is, in a sold out arena is
not something i take lightly. ... ”

It’s not clear what prompted
Scott to bring out her 32-year-old
national anthem during recent
shows. But in March at her Phila-
delphia concert, Scott said she
hoped her rendition of the an-
them wouldn’t divide people, and
spoke of some of her choices in
writing the lyrics.

“When I sing ‘home of the
slave, that is not intended to
divide, because division is not
what we need,” Scott said to the
Met audience. “When I say that,
we are in a place that makes us
slaves to consumerism, it makes
us slaves to social media, makes
us slaves to bulls--- lies that don’t
make no kind of sense, but we
follow the stories like suckas, like
slaves, to whatever kinds of nega-
tivity that doesn’t benefit us as a
people, as a culture nor as a
society.”

Here are the full lyrics to Scott’s
rewritten portion of the national
anthem:

“Oh say can you see by the
blood in the streets/ That this
place doesn’t smile on you col-
ored child/ Whose blood built
this land with sweat and their
hands/ But we’ll die in this place
and your memory erased/ Oh say,
does this truth hold any weight/
Thisis not theland of the free, but
the home of the slaves!”

— Los Angeles Times

Mom is retired, bul readers siblings are using her as a 24-hour ba

. Dear Sahaj: I feel
Ask Sahaj ¢ my siblings
SAHAJ KAUR ~ take advantage of
KOHLI my mom. She has

never put herself

first, and now that
she is retired and can finally do
the stuff she wants, my brother is
basically using her as a free, 24-
hour babysitter. This isn’t the
first time. My sister also had my
mom take care of her kids for
almost 8 years. Part of my
culture is that the mom should
be selfless and live for her Kids.
My mom is almost 80 years old.
When will her life start? What
should I do?

— Stressed

Stressed: I wonder how much of
this is you projecting what you
want for your mom vs. what your
mom actually wants.

You'’re protective of your mom.
You’ve witnessed her sacrifices,
and now that she’s retired, you
want her to make the most of it.
But what if this is her version of
making the most of it?

Have you talked to your mom
about what she wants to do with
her time? Start there. She may

want to be with her grandkids —
especially if family is an
important value for her. If you
talk to her and find that she feels
obligated to help rather than
truly wanting to, then it’s time to
talk about making time for
herself.

You could ask her hypothetical
questions, like: “Are there friends
you wish you spent more time
with?” or “Is there a hobby you
wish you had more time for?”
This can help you both find
resources on activities of interest
in her area. You can also
encourage her to take action,
like: “You’ve done so much for us
over the years, and you deserve
to put yourself first.” If she hasn’t
ever made time for herself, doing
so now won'’t be easy. Be
supportive while reminding
yourself that it will take time for
her to take the first step — and
it’s her decision when she does
S0.

I'm curious about your
relationship dynamic with your
siblings. Are there other issues,
past or present, contributing to
your feelings on this issue? Why
don’t you seem to trust your

siblings’ motives with your
mom? Why do you feel it’s your
role to protect your mom? Are
you letting your possible
resentment toward them cloud
how you feel about this
situation? If you decide your
siblings are taking advantage of
your mom’s generosity, you may
need to bring this up with her
directly and tell her what you’re
observing (rather than what
you're feeling).

Either way, you should still
talk to your siblings. This may
sound like: “I understand you
need help with the kids, but I
worry that Mom will miss out on
other things because she won’t
say no to you. I really want us to
talk about how we can encourage
her to make time for herself.”
This will frame the conversation
as wanting to work together with
your siblings to enrich your
mom’s life, rather than blaming
them for your mom’s lack of free
time.

You can initiate conversations
with your family, but you cannot
force them to do things
differently. Instead of
approaching this as you against

them, open up a larger
conversation about working
together and prioritizing your
mom’s happiness.

Dear Sahaj: My Indian parents
focus a lot on obligations when it
comes to relationships with
people in our community. “So
and so helped us with this event
so we must help them or go to
their event.” However, they often
don’t really like these people and
complain after being around
them but say at least they’ve
done their bit by fulfilling the
obligation. I don’t feel like we
should be inauthentic about
relationships, and I don’t think
we need to reciprocate with
people who we find irritating or
who aren’t always there for us. Is
that selfish? It’s such a huge
generational distinction, I don’t
know how to come to terms with
it.

— Much Obliged

Much Obliged: You're not
selfish, but you do have different
values from your parents. Your
parents prioritize community,
and for them being an active

member means fulfilling
obligations, even if they don’t
want to.

Instead of seeing their
behavior as “inauthentic,”
reframe it as a testament of
loyalty to people like them within
alarger system that can be
unkind. If your Indian parents
are like mine, they came to this
country and relied on finding
their community to help them
feel connected and safe.
Nurturing relationships within
this community requires mutual
generosity. Even if there are
people they don’t get along with
as well as others, they probably
feel pride and responsibility in
their role within the collective.

You don’t have to agree with
your parents’ choices. Instead,
focus on what you can tolerate.
You can cut them off when they
complain. This can sound like: “I
don’t agree with how you’re
handling this, so I don’t think we
should talk about [name]
anymore.” Or, “It seems like this
has been an issue for you for a
while. You should talk to [name]
about it.”

You can try mirroring your

bysiller

parents’ comments back to them:
“You say you feel like you should
be there for [name] but on the
other hand, you've shared many
times how they have annoyed
you.” Or you can ask a question
to understand their perspective,
like: “You always put others in
the community first no matter
how they treat you. Why is that?”

Your parents may be less
concerned about what others do
for them and more concerned
about how they are perceived in
the community. They value
harmony in their community, so
the “why” of doing things
matters much less than the
“what” that’s done. It’s okay if it
doesn’t work for you. In fact, you
are allowed to behave differently
in your relationships. However,
when it comes to their
relationships, this works for
them and that’s enough.

Sahaj Kaur Kohli is a mental health
professional and the creator of Brown
Girl Therapy and Culturally Enough,
communities focused on people with
bicultural identities and immigrant
parents. You can submit questions
here: wapo.st/ask-sahaj.



c4

EZ RE

THE WASHINGTON POST - FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2023

TELEVISION

TV HIGHLIGHTS

The Horror of Dolores Roach (Prime Video) Dolores Roach (Justina
Machado) returns to Washington Heights after over a decade in prison.
She reunites with an old friend who lets her work as a masseuse in the
basement beneath his empanada shop, but finds herself willing to do

anything to survive.

Outlander (Starz at 8) While
returning to Scotland, Jamie is
pulled back into the Revolutionary
War; William goes on a covert
mission; Roger and Brianna work
to adapt to life in the 1980s.

Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives
(Food at 9) A Los Angeles joint
makes Salvadoran dishes with a
twist, and an Oregon food cart
serves up authentic Indian.

When Sharks Attack .. . and
Why (National Geographic at 9)

Experts study a strange surge of
shark attacks on Florida’s

Treasure Coast.

100 Day Dream Home (HGTV at

recorded on the coasts of Bali in
Indonesia.

House Hunters (HGTV at 10:01) A
buyer hopes to follow in her
immigrant parents’ footsteps and
build wealth through
homeownership in San
Bernardino, Calif.; she wants a
home that has modern details and
space to entertain her extended
family.

MINISERIES

9) A family who has lived in a

historical house with problems
looks to leave the past behind in a
new build with no maintenance
issues; Mika and Brian must
create a new home with ample
storage and custom features for

each family member.

When Sharks Attack (National
Geographic at 10) Experts look

into the first shark attacks

The Ashley Madison Affair (Hulu)
A miniseries that chronicles the
hack of a dating website meant to
allow easy infidelity for married
people.

MOVIE

The Out-Laws (Netflix) Owen
(Adam DeVine), a mild-mannered
bank manager, comes to believe
that his future in-laws (Pierce
Brosnan and Ellen Barkin) may be
notorious bank robbers after his
bank is held up by a pair of
mysterious masked bandits.

— Olivia McCormack

BROADCAST CHANNELS

7/1/23 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
4.1 WRC (NBC) + NBC News |+ Hollywood |+ Hot Wheels-Challenge + Dateline NBC + News (:35) + J. Fallon
4.2 WRC (IND) Bones Frasier |Frasier Frasier | Frasier Roseanne | Roseanne The Nanny |The Nanny
5.1 WTTG (Fox) +Fox 5 +«TMZ + WWE Friday Night SmackDown (Live) + Fox 5 News at 10 + Fox 5 News |+ The Final 5
7.1 WJLA (ABC) |+ Wheel + Jeopardy! |+ Will Trent + 20/20 + News + J.Kimmel
9.1 WUSA (CBS) |+ News +ET + Tough as Nails + Fire Country + Blue Bloods + 9 News (:35) » Colbert
14.1 WFDC (UNI) |+ La rosa de Guadalupe + La rosa de Guadalupe + El amor invencible + Mujer + Noticias + Noticiero
20.1 WDCA (MNTV) |+ FamFeud + Family Feud|+ Fox 5 News On the Plus |+ FamFeud + FamFeud + Big Bang + Big Bang + Chicago P.D.
22.1 WMPT (PBS) |+ State + Artworks + Midsomer |(:45) « Midsomer Murders (:40) + Puppy School + La Frontera |. Wash
26.1 WETA (PBS) |+ PBS NewsHour + Wash + Rubenstein |. Great American + La Frontera + Amanpour and Company
32.1 WHUT (PBS) |+ DW News |+ Concrete + 0ld School Rollers |‘ Hand Dance | « Alpha Kappa Alpha + BBC News |+ ARTICO
50.1 WDCW (CW) [+ Neighbor + Neighbor + Family Law (SP) + Moonshine (P) + DC News Now + Seinfeld + Seinfeld
66.1 WPXW (ION) |+ Basketball Indiana Fever at Washington Mystics (Live) |+ WNBA Basketball + Hawaii Five-O + Hawaii Five-0

CABLE CHANNELS
A&E The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 The First 48 (:05) The First 48
AMC Movie: Jurassic Park k%% (1993) Movie: The Lost World: Jurassic Park %% (1997)
Animal Planet |Treehouse Masters |Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters
BET (6:40) Celebrity|(:50) Celebrity Family Feud Celebrity Family Feud (:10) Celebrity Family Feud | (:20) Celebrity Family Feud
PRIME VIDEO Bravo Below Deck Down Under  [Movie: Get Hard x% (2015) Movie: Get Hard x* (2015)
Cartoon Network |My [my King/Hill [King/Hill Burgers [ Burgers American [ American American  [American
CNN E. B. OutFront (Live) Cooper 360 (Live) CNN Primetime (Live) CNN Tonight (Live) CNN Tonight (Live)
Comedy Central [The Office  [The Office The Office  |The Office The Office | The Office The Office | The Office Movie: The Wedding Singer
Discovery Gold Rush-Res. Gold Rush Hoffman Family Gold Gold Rush-Res. (:10) Outback Opal Hunters
Disney (6:10) Movie: Onward *%* [The Villains [Pretty Frk  |Pretty Frk | Hailey Hailey [ Hailey The Villains [Pretty Frk
E! Movie: Dirty Dancing %% (1987) Movie: Bridesmaids » % (2011)
ESPN Basketball Portland Trail Blazers vs. Houston Rockets |Basketball Charlotte Hornets vs. San Antonio Spurs NBA Basketball
ESPN2 Cornhole Cornhole Bull Shark Bull Shark Bandits SportsCenter (Live)
Food Network |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive [Diners, Drive |Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive | Diners, Drive
Fox News Jesse Watters (Live) Fox News Tonight (Live) Hannity (Live) The Ingraham Angle (Live) | Gutfeld!
Freeform Family Guy |Fami|y Guy |Family Guy |Fami|y Guy |Family Guy Family Guy | Family Guy | Family Guy | The 700 Club
FX Movie: Iron Man 2 %% (2010) Movie: Iron Man 2 %% (2010)
Hallmark (6:00) Movie: Christmas in E... [Movie: Picture a Perfect Christmas (2019) |Gold Girls [ Gold Girls | Gold Girls  |Gold Girls
Hallmark M&MV |Movie: Curious Caterer: Dying for Chocolate (2022) Movie: Curious Caterer: Grilling Season (2023) Murder, She Wrote
HBO (6:35) Movie: Lucy x* (:05) The Idol (:15) Movie: Election %% (1999) Painting |Gemstones
HGTV Dream Home |Dream Home |Dream Home [Dream Home |100 Day Dream Home Hunters [ Hunters 100 Day Dream Home
History Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens Ancient Aliens (:05) Proof-There (:05) Ancient Aliens
Lifetime (6:00) Flowers in the Attic V.C. Andrews' Flowers in the Attic Series (:05) Flowers in the Attic: The Origin
MASN MLB Baseball Texas Rangers at Washington Nationals (Live) | Nats Xtra Pro Padel League
MSNBC The ReidOut (Live) All In With (Live) Alex Wagner Tonight (Live) | The Last Word With (Live) | 11th Hour (Live)
MTV Ridiculous  |Ridiculous  |Ridiculous |Ridiculous |Ridiculous |Ridiculous |Ridiculous |Ridiculous |Ridiculous [Ridiculous
Nat’l Geographic |Jaws Invasion When Sharks Attack 360 |When Sharks Attack When Sharks Attack When Sharks Attack 360
NBC SportsNet WA |(2:00) FanDuel Racing (Live) Contenders |Contenders |Contenders |[Contenders
Nickelodeon Movie: Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs %% (2009) |Friends | Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends
NWSN On Balance Cuomo Dan Abrams Live (Live) Banfield Cuomo
PARMT Two Men [Two Men Movie: The Dark Knight %% (2008) [Movie
Syfy Killjoys Killjoys [Killjoys [ Killjoys [ Killjoys
TBS Burgers |Burgers Movie: Ride Along 2 %% (2016) |(:50) Movie: Shaft x* (2019)
TCM (6:00) Movie: Mogambo Movie: The Getaway *** (1972) (:15) Movie: Greased Lightning % (1977)
TLC 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Before the 90 Days 90 Day | Match Me Abroad |90 Day
TNT Movie |Movie: Creed Il »%% (2018) All Elite Wrestling Movie: Ocean's Twelve
Travel Haunted Hospitals Haunted Hospitals Haunted Hospitals Haunted Hospitals Haunted Hospitals
TruTV Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers
TV Land Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond King King
TV One Cosby Show |[Cosby Show |Cosby Show |Cosby Show |[Cosby Show |Cosby Show | Cosby Show | Cosby Show | Cosby Show |Cosby Show
USA Network (6:00) 2023 U.S. Women's Open Golf Championship Second Round (Live) The Big D
VH1 (5:00) Movie: What Men Want |Movie: The Devil Wears Prada %% (2006 Movie: The Devil Wears Prada %%
WNCS8 Pocket Hose |Larry K 7News at 6 |Paid Prog. |SportsTaIk World News | WIJLA News | Paid Prog. The National Desk (Live)
LEGEND: Bold indicates new or live programs ¢ High Definition Movie Ratings (from TMS) %% Excellent %%% Good > Fair % Poor No stars: not rated

LA TIMES CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1“Mi_essu..”
5 Notice with

a clickable
10-Across

10 5-Across letters

14 Sitting on

15 Romantic
partner

16 Red Muppet

17 *Abandoned
in the shallow
end?

19 Shiny wrap

20 _ tai

21 Long walk

22 Question of
methodology

23 *Group that
oversees some
sauces in the
kitchen?

28 Minecraft
resources

29 Plug

31 Text that may
have red squig-
gly underlining

34 Oscar winner
Michelle

35 Dennings of
“WandaVision”

36 *Not fully
self-indulgent?

41 Skeleton prefix

42 Brewpub pours

43 Olympus
neighbor

44 Criticized
harshly

46 Nombre entre
six et huit

49 *Job description
for a private
eye?

53 Chanted
syllables

54 Gear teeth

55 Actor McShane

57 Pot-baking spot

59 Words on an
empty billboard,
and a hint
to how the
answers to the
starred clues
were formed

62 Blizzard compo-
nent, often

63 Shift neighbor

64 See 56-Down

65 Ramona, per
Beezus

66 Requires

67 Rendezvous

By Hanh Huynh

1 2 3

11

12 |13

57

59 |60

62 63 64

65 66 67
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DOWN 30 Jazz legend 40 Lavish 52 Tee size

1 Chill James affection (on) 56 With 64-Across,

2 First-stringers 31 Take _:admit 45 Emphatic denial retirement

3 “America’s defeat 46 Was obviously funds
Got Talent” 32 Graph line asleep 57 Keystone
judge Vergara 33 Continuity 47 Mystery awards 58 Isl. with four

4 Fitting problems named for a provinces

5 “Seinfeld” 34 Football meas. mystery writer 59 Hong Kong
character 37 Rabbit 48 VA concern actor/director
with unusual conjurers 50 Like some Donnie
dance moves 38 Choir part angles 60 Four quarters

6 Stoli and 39 Pained cry 51 Medieval lord 61 Tailored edge
Smirnoff

7 Like Wrigley
Field's outfield THURSDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION
walls

8 Messi's jersey
number
9 Work unit
10 Improve
11 Sluggish
ones
12 The Keydets of
the NCAA
13 Party pro
18 Sound at a
drone race
22 Commotion
24 deck
25 Olympic blade
26 Colorful clog
27 Worships to

excess, in slang
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NICK GALIFIANAKIS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

I'M O

UR WANDED SELF-
DETERMINATION FACILITATOR.

How aggressively lo help a widow?

Dear Carolyn:
Our friend’s
husband died a
year ago in his
mid-30s. She has
been struggling a
lot. She is not
seeing a therapist,
is drinking to
cope, and it does
not sound like she is performing
well at work. Her house is a mess,
she eats poorly and gets no
physical activity. She gets out of
breath very easily just from
walking a short distance. She is
upset at both the state of her
house and her physical condition
but is not taking steps to address
either.

We want to help her and do not
want to overstep. We would like
to spend a day this summer with
her cleaning out her house — one
drawer, closet, and room at a
time — to sort of jump-start her
healing and future wellness. Is
this wildly inappropriate or the
loving thing to do?

— Friends of the Deteriorating
Widow

Carolyn
Hax

Friends of the Deteriorating
Widow: I'll go with “loving thing
to do,” though in its current form
it does not sound like the
effective (enough) thing to do.
This is just not a job for one big
assertive day, on a few levels.
Starting on the surface of the
issue: An overdue house
reorganization is a multiday job

even for a healthy person who is
allin on the idea. As in, multiple
days of targeted projects of
limited scope and duration, with
days in between to rest. Cleanups
involve a thousand
microdecisions that add up to
emotional and even physical
overwhelm. Your friend is
grieving, struggling, drinking.
You may be fortunate to secure
her cooperation for 15-minute
sessions, if at all.

Since you are at the threshold
between helping and
overstepping, responsiveness to
her is paramount. It’s okay to
come in with definitive offers,
especially with a friend who is
foundering and has expressed
her dismay at that, but keep the
offers small, small, small and give
her a chance to take an
affirmative step toward
accepting them.

So, go ahead and intrude past
your typical comfort point, but
on a small scale. “Grab your
sneaks. We’re going for a walk.” “I
brought you some (nutritious)
dinners for your freezer.” “I'm
still listening, I'll just be over
here tackling these dishes.” That
kind of thing. If she protests? “I
want to do this. Please let me.
You'll get back to it yourself soon
enough.” Not pushy. Nudgy.
Balanced by generous doses of
being there without trying to fix
her.

My answer is zooming out
from specific tasks to the bigger

picture, which is this: It’s the help
of radical presence. Not a huge
jump-start day, necessarily
(though if she is more open to it
than I think she will be, then go
for it), but a day in, day out,
gentle caregiving presence that
incrementally lowers her
barriers to managing her life on
her own again, and maybe even
clears some of her mind space to
make room to heal.

You may not have that kind of
time, reasonably, so rally the rest
of the “we” you referred to in your
letter. Delegate and schedule
these small gestures so there is
someone at her side on a regular
basis, unobtrusively enough not
to smother her but steadily
enough to give yourselves a
chance to catch her in this fall.

If you make a difference, and
as you make a difference, look for
any glimmer of receptiveness to
the formal support she clearly
needs. Having information
handy for therapists and local
grief support groups (to which
you can offer to drive her) will
prepare you for when that
moment comes. Fingers crossed
shelets you all in.

Write to Carolyn Hax at
tellme@washpost.com. Get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/gethax.

@ Join the discussion live at noon
Fridays at washingtonpost.com/live-
chats.



FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2023 - THE WASHINGTON POST EZ RE C5

CLASSIC DOONESBURY GARRY TRUDEAU PICKLES BRIAN CRANE
¥ ANDUERE NET-BET 15 AN WTER - Powr i NOROU CANNOT
CONTINUING LT AP AITH B0 i om UMM.CL OHwFLC BUX AVOWEL, AND
THENEXT FIVE 70 SEVEN BaBy. 175 UPA PLEASE STOP CALL-
M TICK - YES . YESZ, NG ME VANNA,

YES,. YES/

NO...NO...NO! .

AGNE
BRIDGE BRIAN BASSET GNES
)

T S L Tare [ et N ' 0BVIOUSL Y00 » . 1m
\ DESN'T |z HAVE NENER ITS MADE AVE PRE RETTY
Noxm onbWart FOR |ookLise fi] excounTeres | our oForb PICTRES OF | sAsie
& AT2 A MAJOR WIND. § A KITE. HIGHTECH
v 1962 ‘ ¥\ KiTeness.
¢ KJ53 :
* 52 F OVERDRESSED {
WEST EAST B R RANG (oo i
e 109 & K084 B DouTYoU THINK é o b
v 35 v 72 Ol oot IR Q8 S §
;1}?79673? ;(}%984 FRANK AND ERNEST TOMTHAVES WUMO MIKAEL WULFF & ANDERS MORGENTHALER
SOUTH (D) DR. ERNIE, WHY DO THEY SAY How did those hippies know that 5«
4653 “TIME 15 LIKE A RIVER”] we are all allergic to pollen? ;if
¥ AKQ104 Ei%
¢ A42 ik
N §
& h0 DOCTOR > BECAUSE THE LONGER
The bidding: ERNIE YOU’RE IN IT, THE
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST ~ MORE WRINKLED
1v Pass 2% Pass YOU GET.
49 All Pass 5
Opening lead — & ) 7 ©2023 Thaves/Dist, by Andrews McMeal Synd.  VHIPWVE S - L[]/ ' |
his week’s deals have CLASSIC PEANUTS CHARLES SCHULZ MIKE DU JOUR MIKE LESTER
treated declarer’s play AS LONG AS ) I'M NOT SURE (F\ REF ) , g
when he must choose among [Eygerfiggﬁfg' (WOODS5TOCK EVEN LIKES SgMEEogg EOJEOR %\f/ZE VTVIEI“QAE/%\YTHgH\fJL??QD © u ” CI'I-g'ls’ mg ?ﬁg
two or more finesses. It's bet- WOODSTOCK OVER TEA AND CAKE.. TEA AND WORMS ! : ' ' HANDSHAK-€. SODA SHOP GUY ONY | qust

HAS NINEG FINGERS. READ ‘oM,

ter to try everything — com- § FOR TEA AND
bine your chances — than to
rely on a single chance.
Cover the East-West
cards. West leads the jack of
spades against four hearts.
How will you try for 10 tricks?
Say you win the first spade
and draw trumps. At IMP
scoring, take the best play
for the contract. You can THE
finesse in diamonds by lead- HOUDAY
ing to the jack, but only after
taking the K-A. You guard
against a doubleton queen What 1 love

VW.SNOORY.COm

anute Worldwids LLC, Dist. by Anravrs McMesl

1976 Pas

S

7.

MARK TRAIL JULES RIVERA

THE AUTHORITIES DIDN’T THEY KNow
IGNITED THE VINYL IT WAS FLAMMABLE?
CHLORIDE FROM DIDN'T THEY KNow
THE TRAIN? ON HOW BAD THIS
PURPOSE?? CouLD GET?

RHYMES WITH ORANGE

1 DON'T WANT To SPOIL
YOUR FuN, BUT DIPN'T WE
COME HERE TO GET AWAY
FROM HOME ?

SEEMS LIKE THIS
WAS A CONTROLLED~
BURN SITUATION

THAT WENT OUT OF
CONTROL.

THIS IS
WORSE THAN
THE EXPLODING
WHALE OF 1970!

v,
RACEbooR. Com,” RAymeS Comre

poIBSal SIYBY PHOA “0U] 'SIEOIPUAS BOLBLIY YUON AT £20T

- it sh
with East. “-E“}LT ffelf.re
When the queen falls, you dead, f}’c’«

can finesse in clubs for an ,gg\
overtrick. If East’s diamonds & Mﬂ 3

were Q-10-9-8, you would LIO MARK TATULLI  MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM MIKE PETERS

finesse in clubs.
At matchpoint duplicate, W I THINK {@0OU NEED TO
your play would be different. ¢ '%%R—EFGEECKTHFEL/S\EPCUR‘TQ

The contract is “normal” — ‘

every pair will reach four N
D » & 1
ey

i ‘

|

T,

=
3

Seudication

tricks: You would take the
ace of diamonds and lead to
the jack. If the cards lay per-
fectly, you would make two

overtricks, and you would be  yAGAR THE HORRIBLE CHRIS BROWNE ~ BALDO HECTOR CANTU & CARLOS CASTELLANOS

unlucky to go down.
DAILY QUESTION HAVE UAGAR 50 T'LL HAVE TO MAKE SURE IT'S
FOLLOW TUIS FOURTHS OF YOU BACK FOR A CHECK-UP? ON EHEE%%EEA%%CEE EIGHT ATTACHED TO THE TIMING BELT, WHICH

You hold: CONNECTS THE SPARK PLUGS AND
q THE THROTTLE CABLE.
\\ = Bz
N ]

wk TatulliDiste. by Andrews MeMeel Syndication

SV {//;Vd‘ﬂ{:%zl//i
.

62023 rimmy I Uiattibuted by
e

hearts — so you would try
for the maximum number of
r
‘\\%\\\\\\‘!\

717

IN A FEW MONTUS 1T WANT TO SEE THREE- SO THE CARBLURETOR SITS

IDIDNT
THINK 50.

AAT29]962

¢KJ53452

Your partner opens one
diamond. The next player
bids two spades (preemp-
tive). What do you say?

ANSWER: You could bid
three diamonds, but since R 3 P
your most likely game is BLONDIE DEAN YOUNG & JOHN MARSHALL ~ SALLY FORTH FRA

©2023 hy King Features Syndicate, Inc. World rights reserved,

promises enough strength to ACTIVITIES FRIENDS.
compete at the three level,
with heart length plus dia-
mond help or clubs. Discuss
negative doubles with your

partner.

four hearts, you must tryto  fi5Tyi5 JALAPENO FIRECRACKER] [N FACT, YOU HAVE TO SIGN OKAY, BUT.. (DON'T FORGET N PZ
. . 2 . I CAN'T BELIEVE WE'RE 1 WISH ol MEANWHILE... [ I CAN'T BELIEVE |T! WE'RE
locate a heart fit. By agree- THAl CURRY AS HOT AS IT 3 THIS RELEASE FORM I HOPE THIS TO SIGN BOTH STUCK AT A BEACH RESORT WITH T WERE HOME 8 i PLAYING A SONG THAT'S NOT
t tive double h §|CONFIRMING YOU LIVES UP TO COPIES NO RESORT, { |INSTEAD, SPENDING ¢ o ABOUT WEREWOLVES
ment, a negative double nere ORDERED T 3 NO WATER SOMMER WITH MY JZ1 | Ik 2° 2y 1 FOR ONCE!  severrmy 3.

\q—lE HYPE

e, Inc. World Rights re:

SJBLI pliop “ou) ‘ejealpuls s

SRS
www.Blondie.com

— Frank Stewart
©2023, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

panizsel

© 2023 by King Features

m i _ SHERMAN'’S LAGOON JIM TOOMEY

. ‘ SCRABBLE G|R | A-| M. S, | 50 LRABS WERE AROUND APPARENTLY THE YES! T ALWAYS KNEWWE  HE'STAKING IT WITH \

Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3x3 box 1 = — BEFORE ANY OTHER SCIENTISTS FOUND WERE BETTER THAN THE . GRACE AND HUMILITY. ).

contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively. g ADVANCED FORM OF LIFE? EVIDENCE OF AN REST OF YOU LOSERS! : et
Cans iasbro. All rights ressrved. Distrib_ted by Tribune Cortent Agency, LLC. : ANCIENT CRAB s fE

KINGDOM.

bz

I
712 1 3 T B e

(1]
3.5 7 4 DD%DDDD
[ ]

Double
B3| Word Score RACK 2

www.shermanslagoon.com
77 ©2023.Jim Toomey.

4 6 1 — CURTIS - RAY BILLINGSLEY
[ [ ] TRty | Pyl | ERer o | ET

WONDER HOW LONG ..NO MAGGOTS... CURTIS !
1T'S BEEN IN THE BACK
OF THE FRIDGE 2

PAR SCORE 165-175 FOUR RACK TOTAL
BEST SCORE 229 TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- ftc 7-lefler word from the letiers in each row. Add paints
of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finzlly, 7-letter words get 50-point
bonus. "Blanks™ used as any letter have no point value. All the words are in the
Official SCRARBLE® Players Dictionary, 5th Edition. SOLUTION TOMORROW
For more information on fournaments and clubs, email NASPA - North American SCRABBLE
Players Association infof@scrabbleplayers.org. Visit our website - www.scrabbleplayers.org.
For puzzle inquiries contact scrgrams@gmail.com

A U] "SledlpuAg saInzad BUy Ad €202 &

1 4 25
6 2 917

& 2023 Andrews McMeel Syndication

DIFFICULTY RATING: % % % % % or.07

7-7-23 Yy =] BREWSTER ROCKIT: SPACE GUY! TIM RICKARD
ACROSS M]. . . 3 5 e

CLUE ANSWER JUMBILIE| cosswerns [ wasanas reas war vouk smace 57707 = 5[ ESPECIALLY THE "COMPETENTLY" FART. )

1 sou LINTLE How 1o play by David L. Hoyt ACTUALLY ACTS AS A BUFFER, COMPETENTLY 8
5- meoups snake BAAMM C,»_—_-mbpjf-u? the Jrl’_jlss\?'erd puzzle PREVENTING ALIENS FROM VISITING EARTH. § (é"
. ocking at the clues and o B3
6. pollution ~ SINOE J’unagra‘?wun?—,_f_-angwlcrts. Woen £5 IM AFRAID | MUST DISAGREE. 52
e puzzle is complete, unscramble i -5
7. Enough n s NYPLTE "ihe circled lebtore to ok the BONUS o ==
L S
CLUE ANSWER BONUS 883 £y
CLUE: Wapusk National Park in northern S<ES E
;. h%?gﬁmcant El%l\j Ilinoli N - f|s. thei wgrld‘s largest denning igg; E
. g ! site for polar bears prgeh > bl g
3. dressing NALAITI PS L E g
 mmvme beveon OO Fh a
2023 Tibure Cavtent Agency, LLT o g o Ziin £
& Hewt Designs, Al Rights Reserved, Send comments to TCA - 560 W. Grend Avenue, Chicago, linois 60654 or DLHoyt@HovtinteractveMedis com < D— = =




EZ RE

THE WASHINGTON POST

- FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2023

Yoo HAD

AT 7:30
SHTARVING AND IT'S

To F
PEATH.

BREAKFAST M’L

PTTAB033 Ak il e b e e woeis 7T

rrry

R

W03 511N e

PATRICK McDONNELL ZITS JERRY SCOTT & JIM BORGMAN
T's 4oL AND YOUR MOM IT WASN'T THAT FOR T THINK THIS ROOM
DID A NICE JOB BIGOF A DEAL. ME. COULD USE SOME
WORSE FIXING THAT LEAK.. FRESH DRYWALL !
THAN T 7—/
THOUGH T.’ ;\ ‘

WAIT A SECOND.
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“Mommy, will you make me a

BIL KEANE

REPLY ALL LITE

HOROSCOPE

BIRTHDAY | JULY 7

'\\\l In many ways, you're
§'0 an imaginative

2 dreamer. You are

creative, open and

honest. You are sometimes
shy. This is a wonderful, fun-
loving and social year for
you. Let your guard down and
loosen up a bit. Have fun but
remember your goals. Old
friends might reappear.

Moon Alert: There are no
restrictions to shopping or
important decisions today.
The Moon is in Pisces.

ARIES

(MARCH 21-APRIL 19).

What a difference a day
makes! You're happy because
you have a warm feeling in
your tummy. Everything is
improving at home; plus,
romance and your social life
look promising. Meanwhile,
behind-the-scenes deals might
make you richer!

TAURUS

(APRIL 20-MAY 20).

This is a completely feel-
good day for you. This is a
marvelous day to socialize
with others, especially female
companions. Group activities
will appeal to you. Everyone’s
happy to see your face.

GEMINI

(MAY 21-JUNE 20).

You are in the public eye for
some reason. In fact, people
seem to know personal
details about your private

life. (Like, what’s with that?)
Nevertheless, you look good!
In fact, you appear prosperous
and successful to others (even
if you aren't).

CANCER

(JUNE 21-JULY 22).

Today you're eager to do
anything that will expand your
horizons. You want to meet
new people. You want to travel.
You want to entertain new
ideas and learn new things.
Yes, you want to push the
sides of the envelope!

LEO

(JULY 23-AUG. 22).

This is an excellent day for
business and commerce.

The support that you need
from others - financial or
practical — will be forthcoming.
Group feelings will be blessed.

VIRGO

(AUG. 23-SEPT. 22).

This is a marvelous day to
schmooze with friends and
partners, as well as members
of the general public. People
are happy to see you, and
you're glad to see them. In
particular, group situations will
thrive with joy and animation.

LIBRA

(SEPT. 23-0CT. 22).

Things will go beautifully at
work today (or with whatever
task that you set for yourself).
In particular, group activities
are blessed. Don't hesitate to
ask for help from others. Work-
related travel is likely!

SCORPIO

(OCT. 23-NOV. 21).

This is a fabulous day

to schmooze! Accept all
invitations to party. Extend

a few yourself. Enjoy sports
events, social diversions,

the theater, musical
performances, romantic dates
and playful activities with kids.

SAGITTARIUS

(NOV. 22-DEC. 21).

This is a marvelous day to
entertain. Stock the fridge
and invite the gang over! Any
kind of gathering at your home
will be a positive experience.
In particular, you will enjoy
hanging out with people from
different backgrounds and
different cultures.

CAPRICORN

(DEC. 22-JAN. 19).

Your sense of optimism is what
empowers you today. “Build it,
and they will come.” It's easy
for you to have a strong belief
in something. This is what is
sustaining and, in fact, what
will facilitate what happens
next.

AQUARIUS

(JAN. 20-FEB. 18).

This is an excellent day for
business and commerce.
Actions that you initiate and
financial negotiations will
almost certainly boost your
income or lead to a financial
benefit in the future. You might
have to travel for work.

PISCES

(FEB. 19-MARCH 20).

Today the Moon is in your sign
dancing with Jupiter, which
makes you feel warmhearted,
congenial and happy. Not
only that, you are concerned
about the welfare of others.
Meanwhile, this is an excellent
time for any kind of group
activity.

— Georgia Nicols
© 2023, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

DONNA A. LEWIS

Do you remember
the address to give
the Uber driver
in case you get lost?

sheet of cheese?”

© 2023 dee lewis
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SPORTS

M2

PRO BASKETBALL

USA Basketball has some international scores to settle
as it sets a star-packed roster for the FIBA World Cup. b2

SOCCER

D.C. United can’t reach a deal with Lewis O’Brien’s
English side, probably spelling end of his MLS loan. ps

TOUR DE FRANCE

Tadej Pogacar’s stunning attack late on the Col du
Tourmalet wins Stage 6, tightens up race for yellow. o7
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Britain’s Andy Murray walked off Centre Court leading Stefanos Tsitsipas of Greece by two sets to one when play was stopped shortly before 11 p.m. Thursday.

urfew and chaos reign

BY AVA WALLACE

WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND — The grounds of
the All England Club teemed in earnest for
the first time Thursday after two days of
rain. Souvenir shops bustled, and the
pathways were packed as if their fans were
hustling at the U.S. Open, not strolling the
stately brick walks of Wimbledon.
“Murray Mount,” the slope of earth
formerly known as Henman Hill alongside
Court 18 where people bring their blankets

Tense Murray-Tsitsipas match
is halted by local rule, adding to
Wimbledon’s scheduling woes

they have no way of telling who’s going to
be on the schedule, after all.

And on the Thursday schedule was a
second-round clash between Andy Murray

and their Pimm’ to watch the biggest and Stefanos Tsitsipas.
matches of the day on a big screen, posi- Let’s hope some of them bought tickets
tively bulged. for Friday as well.

It was probably the weather. Or the
coming weekend. But much of the crowd
purchased their tickets ahead of time, and

The sea of humanity that showed up for
the tennis here saw only the front end of a
brewing cage match as one of Wimble-

don’s many quirks set in to stop the show
and plunge the tournament’s already
mucked-up schedule into further chaos.
There is an 11 p.m. curfew at Wimbledon,
and when the second-set tiebreaker in the
Murray-Tsitsipas match arrived shortly
after 9:40 p.m., after 1 hour 54 minutes of
play, it seemed there might be trouble.
Tournament officials halted the match
at 10:39 p.m. local time. The break might
have fallen at a natural stopping point —
Murray had just captured the third set to
lead 6-7 (7-3), 7-6 (7-2), 6-4 — if there had
not been such drama directly before the
break.
With the curfew inching closer and
Centre Court erupting with every point,
SEE WIMBLEDON ON D3

Wimbledon | Today, 6 a.m., ESPN

Amateurs
are staking

their claim
al Pebble

Ireland’s Donegan
among those in hunt
at U.S. Women’s Open

BY GENE WANG

PEBBLE BEACH, CALIF. — Irish
amateur Aine Donegan playedina
team golf event in Scotland last
weekend before she made the trip
to California for the U.S. Women’s
Open. Her 30-hour journey to Peb-
ble Beach Golf Links included
stops in Dublin, Newark and San
Francisco.

Donegan’s clubs, however,
didn’t arrive until Tuesday, two
days before she was set to tee off at
the storied venue playing host to
the crown jewel of the women’s
Grand Slam for the first time.
Then, upon unzipping her golf
travel bag, Donegan found her
driver badly damaged.

Forced to play with the new set
of clubs she had been using for
practice early this week and mak-
ing her first start at a major, the
LSU junior still managed to shoot
a 3-under-par 69 Thursday and
finish the opening round one
stroke behind leaders Xiyu Lin of
China and Hyo Joo Kim of South
Korea.

Donegan was among three am-
ateurs within two shots of thelead.
American Amari Avery, a junior at
Southern Cal, and Italy’s Benedet-
ta Moresco, a junior at Alabama,
were also lurking after carding
2-under 70s in the morning wave.

“It’s like everything happens for
a reason, that the clubs were late,

SEE U.S. OPEN ON D6

U.S. WOMEN’S OPEN
Pebble Beach, first round

POS. TO PAR

T1 Xiyu Janet Lin -4
Hyo Joo Kim -4

T3 Aine Donegan (a) -3
Nasa Hataoka -3
Bailey Tardy -3
Hae Ran Ryu -3
Allisen Corpuz -3
Leona Maguire -3

TV: 4 p.m., Peacock; 6 p.m., USA

Legacy of
the Negro
L.eagues
endures

New documentary
detailing rise and fall
arrives in theaters

BY SCOTT ALLEN

On Feb. 13, 1920, in Kansas
City’s Paseo YMCA, Andrew
“Rube” Foster and seven other
owners of Black baseball teams
across the Midwest established
the Negro National League. “We
are the ship, all else the sea” — a
quote borrowed from abolitionist
Frederick Douglass — was adopt-
ed as the league’s slogan, and
Foster, the owner and manager of
the Chicago American Giants,
was named its first president.

Foster’s vision for the enter-
prise, which he had championed
since his days as an outstanding
pitcher with the Giants from 1911
to 1917, was to create a league so
dynamic and entertaining that
Major League Baseball’s White
owners would be foolish not to
expand their more established
circuit by joining forces with it.
Foster’s premature death at 51 in
1930 denied him the chance to
make his dream a reality, but his
contributions to the sport and
baseball’s eventual full-scale in-
tegration are undeniable.

SEE NEGRO LEAGUES ON D6

De La Cruz sure is loud, and let’s hear il for the noise

Change can come
suddenly, rocking
three gold chains
and blasting
455-foot homers.
Wearing hair in
dreadlocks
extensions,
— mirrored shades
that obscure a pair of boyish,
cocoa eyes, and a hat turned
backward because . .. well, just
because.

Change can stand as tall as an
NBA wing, move like a sprinter
in Lane 4, rocket a ball like a
first-string quarterback and do
all this in a sport the best young
athletes have shunned for years.
Though change has slowly been
creeping into the national
pastime, which is way past its
time to evolve, a catalyst such as
21-year-old rookie Elly De La
Cruz still can shake us up.

‘We have come to expect bat
flips and swaggy home run trots,
respect rooted in the game and
ferocity branched from self-
expression. Flamboyance that
oozes from the pores of mostly
brown-skinned players despite
demands of compliance from the
“play the right way!” crowd.

None of this is new. We have
felt electricity from Bryce
Harper, Tim Anderson, Fernando
Tatis Jr. and Ronald Acufa Jr., to
name just a handful. And yet
here comes De La Cruz, a dose of
lighter fluid tossed on the
Cincinnati Reds’ 2023 season
and, possibly, all of baseball. The
game could use a few more
wildfires such as this.

De La Cruz, with a special

Candace
Buckner

Han

ROB CARR/GETTY IMAGES

Elly De La Cruz is MLB’s newest phenom, and he has Cincinnati red hot and surprisingly in first place.

combination of power and
personality, cockiness and
comparisons to Mickey Mantle,
can be the ideal star for the
game’s shift toward speed and
action. His team has won 20 of
its past 24 games to lead the NL
Central. And the Reds are having
fun doing it; once home run
hitters return to the dugout,
they’re honored with a fur cape
and a Viking helmet. Leading the

way is De La Cruz, who is going
viral in every ballpark he enters.
But does baseball, a game
steeped in nostalgia while
existing in American culture for
more than a century, need more
Ellys to grow?

“I mean, in reality, yes,
because it’s players that people
love to enjoy to see,” De La Cruz
told me through Reds interpreter
Jorge Merlos. “I mean, it’s guys

that get people fired up, fans
fired up with what they’re going
to see out on the field.”

The thing about baseball, it’s
like an ant that crawls across
scorched earth. Whenever you
think the game has been nuked
— by betting scandals, cocaine in
the clubhouse, juiced-up hitters
— it somehow prevails. Though
baseball doesn’t attract the

SEE BUCKNER ON D5

Hard-luck
Nals are on
wrong end
ol a sweep

REDS 5,
NATIONALS 4 (10)

BY JESSE DOUGHERTY

In the end, after it rained, then
sprinkled, then cleared up for the
Washington Nationals to blow
one-run leads in the sixth and
eighth innings Thursday at Na-
tionals Park, Nick Senzel took
over for the Cincinnati Reds. In
the ninth, after Riley Adams
reached with a one-out double,
Senzel leaped at the right field
wall to rob CJ Abrams of what
would have been a walk-off hit.
And in the 10th, Senzel led off
with a first-pitch, two-run homer
off Hunter Harvey, leading the
Reds to a 5-4 win and a four-game
sweep.

When the Nationals rallied in
the bottom half, Senzel was on his
third position, going from center
to right to third base. Once Lane
Thomas skipped an RBI single
past Elly De La Cruz and after
Jeimer Candelario was hit in the
right knee by Alexis Diaz and left
the game, Dominic Smith struck

SEE NATIONALS ON D5

Rangers at Nationals
Today, 7 p.m., MASN
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USA Basketball starts fresh with new players and coach for FIBA World Cup

Kerr will lead a squad
that has little experience
on international stage

BY BEN GOLLIVER

LAS VEGAS — Steve Kerr’s first
run as USA Basketball coach will
feature a team that’s light on
international experience but rel-
atively loaded with star talent.

USA Basketball announced
Thursday that its 12-man roster
for the upcoming FIBA World
Cup tournament in Asia will be
headlined by four all-stars —
Anthony Edwards, Tyrese Hali-
burton, Brandon Ingram and
Jaren Jackson Jr. — and include
Paolo Banchero, Mikal Bridges,
Jalen Brunson, Josh Hart, Cam
Johnson, Walker Kessler, Bobby
Portis and Austin Reaves.

The overhauled roster, which
doesn’t include any returning
players from previous Olympics
or World Cup teams, marks a
fresh start for USA Basketball
after longtime executive director
Jerry Colangelo and former
coach Gregg Popovich both re-
tired after winning gold at the
Tokyo Olympics in 2021.

Former NBA star Grant Hill
stepped in as Colangelo’s succes-
sor, while Kerr, the coach of the
Golden State Warriors, has taken
the reins from Popovich in ad-
vance of the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics. Kerr will be assisted by
Miami Heat Coach  Erik
Spoelstra, Los Angeles Clippers
Coach Tyronn Lue and Gonzaga
Coach Mark Few.

USA Basketball has won gold
at the past four Olympics but is
seeking to avenge an embarrass-
ing seventh-place finish at the
2019 FIBA World Cup in China,
where an underwhelming roster

lost to Serbia and France. This
year, the World Cup will feature
group stage games in the Philip-
pines, Japan and Indonesia be-
fore converging on Manila for
the knockout round, which will
open with the quarterfinals
Sept. 5 and conclude with the
gold medal game Sept. 10.

“We are excited for the chal-
lenges ahead,” Hill said in a
statement. “I am confident that
working together, and under the
leadership of our outstanding
coaching staff, this team will
proudly represent the Unit-
ed States this summer in Ma-
nila.”

Kerr’s roster, while not exactly
a “Dream Team,” is well balanced
positionally and features several
advantages over the 2019 group,
which struggled to develop
chemistry after losing several
high-profile players to last-min-
ute withdrawals. Jackson, the
reigning NBA defensive player of

the year, should thrive in the
international game because of
his mobility, while Ingram,
Bridges and Johnson bring valu-
able length and versatility on the
wings.

At guard, Brunson and Hali-
burton are more natural distrib-
utors than the backcourt options
at Popovich’s disposal four years
ago. Edwards and Banchero, a
pair of former No. 1 overall draft
picks, will be cast as pure scorers
with the physicality necessary to
create shots and get to the free
throw line, while Hart, Portis
and Reaves will serve as energet-
ic glue guys.

USA Basketball should boast
the tournament’s deepest and
most talented team, though it
will need to establish its go-to
options in late-game situations.
Ingram and Edwards are the
most likely candidates after Kev-
in Durant filled that role bril-
liantly in Tokyo.

“I’'m confident this group will
represent our country well, with
effort, talent and a commitment
to winning together,” Kerr said.
“We look forward to competing
for a gold medal in the World
Cup later this summer.”

Adding Jackson and Kessler,
who just completed a standout
rookie season with the Utah Jazz,
is a crucial long-term develop-
ment for USA Basketball, which
will need to match up with
Serbia’s Nikola Jokic, France’s
Victor Wembanyama and other
talented big men in future inter-
national tournaments.

Jokic, the reigning Finals
MVP, has yet to announce wheth-
er he will play in the World Cup,
while Wembanyama, the top pick
in last month’s draft, will skip the
tournament to prepare for his
rookie season with the San Anto-
nio Spurs.

The Americans, who won the
FIBA tournament in 2010 and

2014, are second behind Spain in
FIBA’s world basketball rank-
ings. To launch its latest run for
gold, USA Basketball will hold a
training camp in Las Vegas be-
fore hosting Puerto Rico in an
Aug. 7 exhibition at T-Mobile
Arena. From there, the Ameri-
cans will play two exhibitions in
Spain and two more in the
United Arab Emirates before
opening World Cup play in the
Philippines on Aug. 26 with a
group stage game against New
Zealand. They are scheduled to
face Greece on Aug. 28 and
Jordan on Aug. 30 to complete
group play.

Giannis Antetokounmpo
played for Greece in the 2019
tournament, but his status re-
mains uncertain this time
around. Luka Doncic led Slove-
nia to the semifinals at the Tokyo
Olympics and was included on
the team’s extended roster this
month.

Stuck in the injury *hoat,” Mystics trying to stay afloat until the all-star break

BY KAREEM COPELAND

While much of the country was
enjoying the Fourth of July, Mike
and Eric Thibault found them-
selves busy tinkering with the
Washington Mystics’ roster. A
rash of recent injuries to key play-
ers left the team in need of some
maneuvering.

Starting center Shakira Austin
went down June 25 with a hip
injury that was predicted to keep
her out at least three weeks. Then
two-time league MVP Elena Delle
Donne was lost to an ankle sprain
last week in Atlanta, and her sta-
tus remains day-to-day. She has
not participated in practices this
week. Backup guard Kristi Toliver
is out at least through next week-
end’s all-star break because of
plantar fasciitis. And Natasha
Cloud is dealing with her own
ankle tweak that forced her to
miss Thursday’s practice.

That left the Thibaults retool-
ing the roster, including a trade
for Queen Egbo, while trying to
enjoy the holiday.

“It’s not easy with all the chang-

JONATHAN NEWTON/THE WASHINGTON POST

Miystics leading scorer Elena Delle Donne is expected to be listed as
questionable for Friday’s game along with guard Natasha Cloud.

es, but we have been in this boat
before,” Coach Eric Thibault said.
“And most of the league, in some
form or another this season, has
beeninthisboat....Thisweekisa
little bit of our turn, and then we
can get to the break and see where
we're at.”

First, they had to terminate the
hardship contracts of local fan
favorite Abby Meyers and Linnae
Harper to get under the salary cap
before being able to execute the
trade that sent Amanda Zahui B.
to the Indiana Fever in a straight
swap for Egbo. Meyers was signed

to a hardship contract June 20
after Li Meng went back to play for
the Chinese national team in the
Asia Cup. Meng returned this
week after winning the champi-
onship and is available moving
forward. Harper was signed to a
hardship contract June 30, com-
ing straight from playing with
Team USA in the FIBA 3x3 World
Cup in Austria.

“Our team didn’t have a full
roster, either,” Meng said through
aninterpreter. “Sowe faced alot of
challenges team-wise when we
were back in Asia Cup. We did play
to the spirits and the principles of
the Chinese women’s national
team because our core playing
principle is teamwork and never
give up when you’re facing chal-
lenges. So I also want to bring that
spirit and thinking to the Mystics
because we are also facing chal-
lenges team-wise.

“So for the rest of us, we need to
go all out and never give up.”

The Fourth of July began with
the release of Meyers and Harper
before the trade went through. A
day later, Harper was re-signed

and Meng was activated. Teams
can go over the salary cap when
they use hardship contracts.
Meng’s sharpshooting meant
Meyers’s offense was needed less
than Harper’s defensive abilities.
The Mystics rank ninth in re-
bounding, and the absences of
Austin and Delle Donne leave a
hole in their rim protection and
paint defense. Hence the move for
Egbo, who was the No. 10 overall
draft pick last year and made the
all-rookie team after averaging
7.2 points, 6.3 rebounds and
1.2 blocks (fifth in the league).

“We kind of said at the start of
practice that we’re in flux a little
bit every day right now;” Thibault
said. “People in, people out, but
everybody that’s in, just do it with
full commitment. Be more con-
nected. Stick together. Take these
games as their own thing, and
then we’ll see where we're at after
the break.”

Washington hosts the Fever on
Friday, and Delle Donne and
Cloud are expected to be listed as
questionable. Egbo was scheduled
to arrive Thursday afternoon, par-

ticipate in shoot-around Friday
morning and be available to play
in the evening. Thibault said they
will do whatever it takes for this
final stretch, including throwing
the new faces out there and using
whatever lineups are necessary.

All of the injuries and tumult
played a significant role in the
Mystics (9-7) losing their past two
games after winning six of eight,
and now they have three more
games before the all-star break.
They’re in fourth place in the
league standings, with both the
Atlanta Dream (8-8) and Chicago
SKky (8-9) sneaking up from be-
hind with three-game winning
streaks.

“Who wants to go on a break on
a low?” Brittney Sykes said. “It’s
one of those things where you
want to sit with a win and not sit
with aloss because nowyou’rejust
marinating, waiting to get your
next game.

“These first 20 games, it came
fast. So the next 20 is going to go
even faster, and then that goes
into playoffs. So we’ve got to pre-
pare.”

WNBA ROUNDUP

Stewart, Collier plan to launch domestic offseason league for stars in January

FROM NEWS SERVICES
AND STAFF REPORTS

WNBA stars Breanna Stewart
and Napheesa Collier are found-
ing a new women’s basketball
league, aimed to give top players
an option to play domestically
during the WNBA offseason once
the league’s new prioritization
rules go into full effect next year.

The new league will feature
30 professional players spread
across six teams, playing games of
three-on-three and one-on-one in
Miami. The league, called Unri-
valed, would run from January
through March. ESPN first report-
ed the news Thursday.

“It’s the ability for players to
stay home, to be in a market like
Miami where we can just be the
buzz and create that with the best
WNBA players,” Stewart told

ESPN. “We can’t keep fighting [the
WNBA's prioritization rule]. Itis a
rule that takes away our choices,
which should never be a thing,
especially as women, butitisstill a
rule”

The WNBAs prioritization
rules, which take effect this year
and were collectively bargained in
2020, require players with two or
more years of league experience to
report to training camp on time or
by May 1 — whichever is later — or
face afine. They will be suspended
for the year if they miss the start of
the season. Starting in 2024, play-
ers will be suspended for the sea-
son if they don’t arrive by the start
of training camp or at least by
May 1.

Many WNBA players regularly
compete in Europe and elsewhere
on contracts worth considerably
more than those stateside. As a

result, a number of those players
routinely report late because their
overseas teams are still active
when the WNBA season begins in
mid-May.

“We remain committed to the
WNBA, however there’s a problem
that exists, which is players having
to choose whetherto play overseas
to maximize earnings in the win-
ter or stay home with family,” Col-
lier said on Twitter. “We’ve decid-
ed to create our own solution.”

Stewart, a former league MVP
who played in Turkey this past
offseason, had called prioritiza-
tion “one of the biggest discon-
nects between players and the
WNBA and Board of Governors.”
The New York Liberty star told
ESPN the idea for Unrivaled be-
gan to materialize as she consid-
ered the future of her overseas
playing career with her wife ex-

pecting the couple’s second child
this fall.

Collier, a three-time all-star
with the Minnesota Lynx, stopped
playing overseas after she gave
birth to her first child in 2022. She
said the idea of a family trying to
navigate child care overseas was
her primary motivation. In Unri-
valed, Stewart and Collier’s goal is
to secure enough private funding
and sponsorships to compensate
players for the contracts they
would be giving up overseas be-
cause of new league rules.

“We’ve all been talking and re-
alizing that we’re missing a mo-
ment, having a lot of our players
be overseas or not playing basket-
ball [during the offseason],” Stew-
art said. “I think top players, they
want to be playing, right? They
want to be home, they want to be
playing, but it has to make sense.

It has to be right, and the money
has to be right. And I think that’s
what Unrivaled is trying to do.”
— Glynn A. Hill
¢ SKY: Chicago forward Ruthy
Hebard, who gave birth to son
Xzavier less than three months
ago, is cleared to return to action.

Sun snaps losing streak

In Uncasville, Conn., Alyssa
Thomas and DeWanna Bonner
each scored 16 points, and the
Connecticut Sun beat the Seattle
Storm, 93-73, on Thursday night
to snap a two-game losing streak.

Connecticut scored 24 of the
opening 28 points behind a com-
bined 8-for-8 shooting by Bonner
and Thomas. The Sun tied a fran-
chise record with 11 assists in the
first quarter.

The Sun led 57-24 at the break
forthelargest halftimelead by any

team this season, according to
ESPN Stats & Info. Four Connecti-
cut players were in double figures,
including Thomas with 13 points,
seven rebounds and five assists.
Bonner made all three of her
three-point attempts in the first
half, and Connecticut made 7 of 9.

The Sun finished 9 for 13 from
three-point range.

Tiffany Hayes, Rebecca Allen
and Natisha Hiedeman had
14 points apiece for Connecticut
(13-5), which played its first home
game since June 27. Tyasha Harris
added 11 points off the bench.

Jewell Loyd scored 22 points for
Seattle (4-13), which has lost four
straight and six of its past seven.
Kia Nurse added 11 points.

Seattle went five-plus minutes
without scoring during Connecti-
cut’s 19-0 run in the first quarter.

— Associated Press

DIGEST

PRO BASKETBALL

Wembanyama, Spears
cross paths in Vegas

Pop singer Britney Spears said
Thursday that she was struck by a
San Antonio Spurs security team
member when she attempted to
approach rookie forward Victor
‘Wembanyama outside a Las
Vegas restaurant Wednesday
night.

The incident, which reportedly
prompted Spears to file a police
report, came two days before
Wembanyama is set to make his
highly anticipated Summer
League debut against the
Charlotte Hornets at UNLV’s
Thomas & Mack Center on
Friday. No charges have been
filed in connection to the
incident.

“I recognized an athlete
[Wembanyama] in my hotel
lobby as I was heading to dinner,”
Spears wrote in a lengthy
statement on Instagram. “I later
went to a restaurant at a different
hotel and saw him again. I
decided to approach him and
congratulate him on his success.
It was really loud, so I tapped him
on the shoulder to get his
attention.”

The 19-year-old Wembanyama
told reporters Thursday that he
was walking in a busy hall and
that his security team had
instructed him not to stop to talk

with any fans because it would
“make a crowd” outside Catch, a
seafood restaurant at the Aria
resort on the Las Vegas Strip.

— Ben Golliver

The Indiana Pacers announced
they have agreed with all-star
guard Tyrese Haliburtonon a
five-year max contract that could
pay a franchise-record
$260 million.

Haliburton’s new deal keeps
him with Indiana through
2028-29. He has been considered
the centerpiece of Indiana’s
rebuild after he was acquired in a
trade with the Sacramento Kings
before the 2021-22 deadline.

Indiana also traded guard
Chris Duarte to the Kings for
two future picks....

The Golden State Warriors
finalized their trade with the
Wizards for guard Chris Paul,
sending forward Patrick
Baldwin Jr. and guards Jordan
Poole and Ryan Rollins to
Washington along with a pair of
draft picks.

The Wizards will receive a
2027 second-round selection and
a 2030 first-round choice, the
team said.

Golden State also signed
veteran guard Cory Joseph.

SOCCER

Paris Saint-Germain added
some firepower to its squad with
the arrival of Marco Asensio and
bolstered its defense by signing
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Milan Skriniar to a five-year
deal.

PSG announced its first two
recruits of the summer a day
after unveiling new coach Luis
Enrique.

Asensio joined on a three-year
deal through June 2026, PSG
said. The left-footed striker won
three Spanish league titles and
three Champions League crowns
with Real Madrid. He previously
worked with Enrique when the
Spanish manager was in charge
of the national squad.

Out of contract with Inter
Milan, the powerfully built
Skriniar — a Slovak international
— had been in talks with PSG for

months after the French
champion failed to reach a
financial agreement with the
Serie A side for him last year. ...

Veteran defender César
Azpilicueta joined Atletico
Madrid after 11 seasons with
Chelsea.

The 33-year-old Spaniard
signed a one-year contract with
Atletico. He left Chelsea after
making 508 appearances for the
English club.

Atletico also signed Caglar
Soyuncu for the next four
seasons. The 27-year-old Turkish
defender had been playing with
Leicester City....

Cristiano Ronaldo got a new

club coach when Al-Nassr
announced it hired his fellow
Portuguese Luis Castro.
Castro is the latest coaching
hire this week in the cash-rich
Saudi Pro League, following
Jorge Jesus at Al-Hilal and
Steven Gerrard at Al-Ettifaq.

MISC.

One of the last remaining links
to the Kings’ Stanley Cup
championship teams and one of
the best players in franchise
history is extending his stay in
Los Angeles.

Captain Anze Kopitar signed a
two-year extension worth
$14 million. He’s now under

contract through the 2025-26
NHL season at an annual salary
cap hit of $7 million.

The center from Slovenia was
the Kings’ leading scorer this past
year at age 35 with 28 goals and
46 assists.

Kopitar is one of two players
remaining from 2012 and 2014
when the Kings won the Cup. ...

Dick Sheridan, who turned
around the North Carolina State
football program while leading
the Wolfpack to six bowl
appearances in seven seasons as
their coach, died at age 81, the
university said.

— From news services
and staffreports



FRIDAY, JULY 7, 2023 - THE WASHINGTON POST

EZ su

D3

WEEKEND TV AND RADIO

Tomorrow

MLB

1p.m. Chicago Cubs at New York Yankees » MLB Network

2 p.m. Baltimore at Minnesota » MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
4 p.m. Texas at Washington » MASN2, WJFK (106.7 FM)

4 p.m. Ci ti at Mil » Fox Sports 1

7:15 p.m. Atlanta at Tampa Bay » WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)

10 p.m. New York Mets at San Diego » MLB Network

NBA SUMMER LEAGUE

3 p.m. Miami vs. Boston » NBA TV

3:30 p.m. Dallas vs. Oklahoma City » ESPN2

5p.m. New York vs. Philadelphia » NBATV

5:30 p.m. Detroit vs. Orlando » ESPN

7p.m. Memphis vs. Chicago » NBA TV

8 p.m. Indiana vs. Washington » ESPN2

9 p.m. Mil vs. Phoenix » NBA TV

10 p.m. Los Angeles Clippers vs. Utah » ESPN2

WNBA

2 p.m. Seattle at New York » ESPN

AUTO RACING

6:30 a.m. Formula One: British Grand Prix, practice » ESPNU

10 a.m. Formula One: British Grand Prix, qualifying » ESPN2

1:30 p.m. NASCAR Truck Series: O’'Reilly Auto Parts 150 » Fox Sports 1

4 p.m. NASCAR Xfinity Series: Alsco Uniforms 250, qualifying » USA Network

5:30 p.m. NASCAR Cup Series: Q State 400, qualifying » USA Network

8 p.m. NASCAR Xfinity Series: Alsco Uniforms 250 » USA Network

GOLF

7:30 a.m. DP World Tour: Made in Himmerland, third round » Golf Channel

1p.m. PGA Tour: John Deere Classic, third round » Golf Channel

3 p.m. PGA Tour: John Deere Classic, third round » WUSA (Ch. 9), WJZ (Ch. 13)

3 p.m. U.S. Women’s Open, third round » WRC (Ch. 4), WBAL (Ch. 11)

SOCCER

Noon UEFA European Under-21 championship, final: Spain vs. England »
CBS Sports Network

7 p.m. C af Gold Cup, quarterfinal: P: vs. Qatar » Fox Sports 1

7:30 p.m. MLS: Inter Miami at D.C. United » Apple TV Plus, WONK (104.7 FM)

10 p.m. Concacaf Gold Cup, quarterfinal: Mexico vs. Costa Rica » Fox Sports 1

10 p.m. NWSL: Washington at San Diego » Paramount Plus

TENNIS

8a.m. Wimbledon, third round » ESPN

1p.m. Wimbledon, third round » WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2)

CYCLING

6a.m. Tour de France, Stage 8 » Peacock

CANADIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE

7 p.m.
MIXED MARTIAL ARTS

Ottawa at Hamilton » CBS Sports Network

8 p.m. UFC 290, prelims » WJLA (Ch. 7), WMAR (Ch. 2), ESPN
RUGBY
3 p.m. Major League Rughby, final: San Diego vs. New England »

WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
TRACK AND FIELD

9p.m. U.S. outdoor championships » CNBC

GIRLS’ HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

4 p.m. Run 4 Roses Classic, 2025 Aqua ch i hip: Teams TBD » ESPNU
6 p.m. Run 4 Roses Classic, 2024 Aqua championship: Teams TBD » ESPNU

Sunday

WIMBLEDON ROUNDUP

BY HOWARD FENDRICH

WIMBLEDON, ENGLAND — Let
the record reflect that the rain-
logged first round of Wimbledon
2023 finally concluded at
3:23 p.m. local time Thursday,
Day 4 of the tournament, 48 hours
later than originally planned,
when Alexander Zverev finished
off his 6-4, 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-5)
victory over Dutch qualifier Gijs
Brouwer.

Zverev was supposed to start
and, naturally, finish, on Tuesday.
Instead, he didn’t take the court to
play his first point of the fortnight
until about 17% hours after Novak
Djokovic already had made his
way into the third round.

“Took me three days,” Zverev
joked, “but I'm here.”

For once this week, the sun was
out at the All England Club, and
the showers were nowhere to be
found.

Instead, there was plenty of
play, plenty of results — 56 in all —
and plenty of drama, perhaps
none more than in one much-
hyped showdown that did not
conclude: Two-time Wimbledon
champion Andy Murray’s match
against two-time major finalist
Stefanos Tsitsipas was suspended
at 10:40 p.m. and will resume
Friday.

Played with the roof closed at a
loud Centre Court filled with
“Let’s go, Andy! Let’s go!” chants
from fans, that one was stopped
just after Murray took a two-sets-
to-one lead. Tsitsipas took the
opening set 7-6 (7-3), but Murray
took the next two 7-6 (7-2), 6-4.
Murray, 36 and with an artificial
hip, slipped and fell behind a
baseline but arose and finished
that third set just before play was
halted.

There were tears for Alizé Cor-
net, who slipped to the turf and
hurt her leg at 5-all in the second
set of what would become a 6-2,
7-6 (7-2) loss to defending cham-
pion Elena Rybakina.

There were tears for Donna
Vekic, too, and she won. She came
back from a set and 5-2 down in
the second to eliminate 2017 U.S.
Open champion Sloane Stephens.

“I was losing,” Vekic said later.
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Alexander Zverev won his opening match, originally slated for Tuesday, in three tough sets Thursday.

“Not that I was just losing — I felt
like I was getting killed.”

There was realism for Stan
Wawrinka, a three-time Grand
Slam champion who is now 38,
coming off years of injuries and
operations, and, while he was
pleased to defeat Tomas Martin
Etcheverry, 6-3, 4-6, 6-4, 6-2,
knows what comes next: a match-
up against Djokovic, who has won
seven of his men’s-record 23 ma-
jor championships at this event.

“There’s zero opportunity to
win Wimbledon for me, I think,”
Wawrinka acknowledged.

“It’s an honor to play Novak
here. . .. Hopefully I can make a
competitive match,” he contin-
ued, “but if you will look at recent
results, I don’t really stand a
chance.”

There was new ground for a
group of men who won to reach
the third round at the All England
Club for the first time: No. 14 seed
Lorenzo Musetti, qualifier Maxi-
millian Marterer, Mikael Ymer,
Quentin Halys and Roman Safiul-

lin.

Ymer came back from a two-set
deficit to knock off No. 9 Taylor
Fritz of the United States, 3-6, 2-6,
6-3, 6-4, 6-2.

Two American men stuck
around for the next round by
winning: No. 10 Frances Tiafoe, a
semifinalist at the U.S. Open last
September, and No. 16 Tommy
Paul, a semifinalist at the Austral-
ian Open in January.

They were joined in the third
round by two American women,
No. 4 Jessica Pegula and 2020
Australian Open champion Sofia
Kenin.

There was familiar disappoint-
ment at the grass-court major
tournament for Casper Ruud,
who was the runner-up at three of
the past five majors but lost to
British wild-card Liam Broady on
Centre Court, 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 6-3,
6-0. Ruud has never been past the
second round in four appearances
at Wimbledon.

“I'm goingto keep trying. L have
a goal, of course, in my career to

try to do well here at some point,”
said Ruud, who was seeded fourth
in the men’s bracket. “It didn’t
happen this year. I'll come back. I
honestly love coming here. It’s
such a special place.”

There was the end of the line for
Anett Kontaveit. She was the last
player to lose to Serena Williams
— atthe U.S. Open last year while
ranked second — and said before
Wimbledon she would be retiring
because of a chronic bad back.

And there was the latest sign of
promise from Mirra Andreeva, a
16-year-old qualifier from Russia.

Andreeva made her way into
the third round at the second
consecutive major when 2021
French Open singles and doubles
champion Barbora Krejcikova
quit because she was hurt while
trailing 6-3, 4-0.

“For sure, it’s not the way I
wanted to win the match,” An-
dreevasaid. “But still, I advance to
the next round, so I'm happy with
that”

— Associated Press
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Fifth-seeded Stefanos Tsitsipas will have to rally against Andy Murray when their curfew-halted match resumes on Centre Court on Friday.

Wimbledon’s match of the day goes to another day

WIMBLEDON FROM D1

Murray took a wrong step serving
at 40-15 and fell to the ground,
grabbing his groin and screaming
in agony as he rolled over, losing
the point. After he righted himself
awkwardly and stood to serve,
Tsitsipas did him a massive favor
and sent a return long. Set, Mur-
ray.

Even Murray’s mother, Judy,
who has seen her share of events
on Centre Court, shook her head
in disbelief at that.

Tsitsipas and Murray’s post-
ponement muddles an already
crowded Friday schedule on Cen-
tre Court. Play does not begin
until 1:30 p.m. on the tourna-
ment’s biggest stage, and officials
must squeeze in two full men’s
singles matches and one full wom-
en’s singles match in addition to
potentially two remaining sets of
Murray-Tsitsipas.

Those lucky ticket holders may
never leave their seats: Top-seed-
ed Carlos Alcaraz is set to open

play against Alexandre Muller,
followed by the resumption of
Murray-Tsitsipas. Top-seeded Iga
Swiatek then faces 30th-seeded
Petra Martic, all ofitalead uptoa
real humdinger of a closing act:
Novak Djokovic against Stan
Wawrinka in the final match of
the day.

That’s a lot to cram in in less
than 10 hours.

But cram they must because
Wimbledon’s schedule is, beg par-
don, shot to hell. The first round
finally wrapped up just after
3:20 p.m. here, on the fourth day
of the tournament, two days later
than initially planned. It was Al-
exander Zverev who closed it with
a 6-4, 7-6 (7-4), 7-6 (7-5) victory
over qualifier Gijs Brouwer.

“Took me three days,” Zverev
said, “but I'm here. 'm happy
about that.”

There were 73 singles and dou-
bles matches completed Thurs-
day. On Friday, some will be finish-
ing up their second-round match-
es as others conclude their third.

The near-total rainout Tuesday
meant many are playing matches
with much less rest than usual,
and grass courts are already prone
to fostering tightly knotted
matches. The slick surface makes
serves fast and their bounces un-
predictable and low, meaning it
can be more difficult for players to
break service.

It’s even more difficult for tired
players to break service, so match-
es groaned along across the
grounds. Tiebreakers were ach-
ingly common.

For the 36-year-old Murray,
there is a question of whether rest
might do him good after his ap-
parent injury or halt his momen-
tum. The suspension took the air
out of Centre Court, where fans
had waited all day for the third
meeting between Murray and
Tsitsipas, 24, in anticipation of a
high-quality match with a little
extra zip toit.

In the era of polished sports-
manship and fond hugs at net,
there is some delightful frostiness

between the two owing to a 2021
victory by Tsitsipas over Murray at
the U.S. Open during which Tsitsi-
pas took more than seven minutes
for a bathroom break mid-match
— uncommon but within the rules
— and Murray said he “lost re-
spect” for his young opponent.

Tsitsipas had little support
when they took to the court
Thursday. He took a more reason-
ably timed bathroom break after
the second set and was roundly
booed by Centre Court upon re-
turn. When Murray broke him to
take a 1-0 lead to start the third
set, the place came practically
undone, tilting from hushed to
exalting in a millisecond. The
crowd was silent when Murray
fell, his scream echoing through-
out the stadium, and apoplectic
when he won the set anyway.

It was all worthy of the slugfest
happening on court, though the
anticlimactic ending was decid-
edly not. Friday promises more
drama — almost a few days’
worth.
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National League American League
EAST W L PCT GBL10STR  CENTRAL W L PCT GBL10STR  WEST W L PCT GBL10 STR | EAST W L PCT GBL10STR  CENTRAL W L PCT GBL10STR  WEST W L PCT GBL10 STR
Atlanta 58 28 .674 — 91 W-1  Cincinnati 49 39 557 — 82 W5 x-Arizona 50 37 575 — 4-6 L-3 | TampaBay 57 33 .633 — 46 L5 Minnesota 45 43 511 — 64 W-3  Texas 51 37 580 — 46 L2
Miami 51 38 573 8/ 64 L1  Miwaukee 47 41 534 264 W-1  x-losAngeles 48 38 .558 1%, 5-5 W-1 | Baltimore 51 35 .593 4 46 W2  Cleveland 43 44 494 1Y, 6-4 W1 Houston 49 39 557 273 L4
Philadelphia 47 39 .547 11 82 W-3  Chicago 40 46 .465 8 37 L1  SanFrancisco 47 40 .540 3 37 W-1 | New York 48 40 545 855 L2  Detroit 38 48 442 655 W-1  LosAngeles 45 44 506 6%, 37 L3
xNewYork 40 46 .465 18 55 W-4  x-Pittsburgh 40 46 465 855 L1  SanDiego 41 46 471 9 46 W-3 | Toronto 48 40 545 8 64 W-3  Chicago 37 52 416 8% 3-7 -3  Seattle 43 43 500 7 64 W-L
Washington 34 53 .39124Y, 46 L4  St.Louis 36 51 .41412Y%, 46 W-1  Colorado 33 55 .37517% 37 L4 | Boston 45 43 511 1155 W-2  KansasCity 25 63 .284 20 37 L4  Oakland 25 64 .28126%, 55 L1

Reds 5, Nationals 4 (10)
AB R H BIBBSOAVG

110 0.259

00 0 0.169

. 110 1.217

McLain ss-2b 000 2.2%
India 2b. 000 1.252
Fraley rf 000 0.279
De La Cruz 3b-ss.... 210 0325
Steer If-1b-3b-1b.... 00 0 1.287
Stephenson dh- 00 0 2.260
Senzel cf-rf-3b.. 1200241
Benson rf-If .. 101 1.288
Mailec.. 000 0.225
Fried| ph-cf 00 2 0.309
TOTALS 6538 —
NATIONALS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Thomas rf ........... 502 30 0.305
Candelario 3b....4 0 1 0 0 0.261
Meneses 1b......3 0 0 0 0 2.279
200 00 1.260

0000 2.267

200 00 0.25

.5 00 00 2.225

Vargas 2b.. .4 01 00 0.28
Adams ¢ 403 00 0.282
Abrams ss. 410 00 1.233
L2311 20212

TOTALS 33 48 428 —

CINCINNATI. 001001010 2— 56 0
WASH. ........ 000020100 1— 480

LOB: Cincinnati 4, Washington 8. 2B: De
La Cruz (9), Benson (4), Adams 2 (5).
HR: Senzel (7), off Harvey; Call (4), off
Duarte. RBI: Newman (27), De La Cruz
(15), Votto (12), Senzel 2 (33), Thomas
3(48), Call (21). SB: De La Cruz (12),
Abrams 2 (11), Call (7), Candelario (5).
CS: Abrams (2). S: FriedI.

REDS IP H RERBBSOERA

Williamson

ERBI

C.Abbott...

WP: Santillan (1-0); LP: Harvey (3-4); S:
Diaz (25). Inherited runners-scored:
Gibaut 1-0, Thompson 1-0, Ferrer 2-1.
HBP: Weems (McLain), Diaz (Candelar-
io). WP: Diaz. T: 3:13. A: 10,064
(41,376).
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HOW THEY SCORED

REDS THIRD

Nick Senzel grounds out. Will Benson
walks. Luke Maile grounds out. Benson
to second. Kevin Newman singles, Ben-
son scores. Matt McLain flies out.

Reds 1, Nationals 0

NATIONALS FIFTH

lldemaro Vargas grounds out. Riley Ad-
ams singles. CJ Abrams reaches on a
fielder’s choice. Adams out at second.
Alex Call walks. Lane Thomas singles,
Call scores, Abrams scores, Jeimer Can-
delario singles. Thomas to third. Joey
Meneses strikes out swinging.
Nationals 2, Reds 1

REDS SIXTH

TJ Friedl pinch-hitting for Maile. TJ
Fried| walks. Newman lines out. McLain
hit by pitch. Friedl to second. Jonathan
India strikes out swinging. Elly De La
Cruz doubles, Friedl scores, McLain out
at home.

Reds 2, Nationals 2

NATIONALS SEVENTH

Abrams pops out. Call homers. Thomas
grounds out. Candelario grounds out.
Nationals 3, Reds 2

REDS EIGHTH

Benson doubles. Friedl out on a sacrifice
bunt. Benson to third. Joey Votto pinch-
hitting for Curt Casali. Votto singles,
Benson scores. McLain grounds out. Vot-
to to second. Jonathan India grounds out.
Reds 3, Nationals 3

REDS TENTH

Senzel homers, Tyler Stephenson
scores. Benson strikes out swinging.
Friedl walks. Votto strikes out swinging.
McLain called out on strikes.

Reds 5, Nationals 3

NATIONALS TENTH

Thomas singles, Call scores. Candelario
hit by pitch. Thomas to second. Smith
strikes out swinging. Corey Dickerson
grounds out. Garcia to second. Thomas
to third. Keibert Ruiz lines out.

Reds 5, Nationals 4

NL leaders
Entering Thursday’s games.

BATTING

Arraez, Mia
Acufia Jr., Atl
Freeman, LA
Castellanos, Phi

Stott, Phi ...... 304
Thomas, Was .304
HOME RUNS

Olson, Atl. 29
Alonso, NY 25
Betts, LA . 23
Soler, Mia 22

Schwarber, Phi
Albies, Atl

RBI

Olson, Atl
Albies, Atl
Alonso, NY ...
3 tied 57

ERA
Elder, Atl ..
Steele, Chi
Stroman, Chi
Cobb, SF

Snell, SD ..

SAVES

Doval, SF ..
Diaz, Cin
Hader, SD .
Williams, Mil
Bednar, Pit

STRIKEOUTS
Strider, Atl
Keller, Pit .
Snell, SD ..
Gallen, Ari
Luzardo, Mia

AL leaders
Entering Friday’s games.

BATTING
Bichette, Tor
Hays, Bal ......
Yoshida, Bos
Diaz, TB ...

Taveras, Tex

HOME RUNS
Ohtani, LA
Robert Jr., Chi ..
Garcia, Tex ...

Devers, Bos ...
Judge, NY

RBI
Garcia, Tex ...
Devers, Bos ...
Ohtani, LA
Naylor, Cle
Heim, Tex
Arozarena, TB ..

ERA

Valdez, Hou .
Gray, Min .
McClanahan,
Cole, NY .......
Eovaldi, Tex .

SAVES

Romano, Tor
Clase, Cle ...
Bautista, Bal
Estévez, LA ..
Pressly, Hou

STRIKEOUTS
Gausman, Tor ..
Lopez, Min
Ohtani, LA
Lynn, Ch
Cole, NY ...

Brewers 6, Cubs 5

Victor Caratini hit a tie-
breaking home run off Mi-
chael Fulmer in the eighth
inning, and Milwaukee re-
covered after blowing a
three-run lead and beat
Chicago to gain a split of
their four-game series.

Cody Bellinger was 4 for
4 with three RBI for the
Cubs.

CUBS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
00 00 2.240
0000 2275
00 02 2.25
1101 2258
1100 2.281
24 30 0.298
1120 1.264
0000 3.19
0000 2.18
Mancini ph.... 01 00 0.246
TOTALS 58 5316 —
BREWERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Yelich If. 21 31 0.287
Adames ss 00 11 1.206
Winker dh.. 0002119
0.Miller 1b 0100 3.280
Tapiarf. 1100 2.176
Perkins rf.. 0000 0.231
Anderson 3b. 00 00 3.228
Caratini c.. 2112 0.25
Turang 2b . 01 00 0.204
Wiemer cf. 311 11 1.204
TOTALS 28 6 6 6711 —

CHICAGO........ 010002020 — 5 8 1
MILWAUKEE . 000 040 11X — 6 6 2

E: Gomes (5), 0.Miller (6), Anderson
(5). LOB: Chicago 7, Milwaukee 6. 2B:
Morel (8), Bellinger (13), Turang (7).
HR: Bellinger (8), off Peralta; Gomes
(8), off Mejia; Yelich (11), off Stroman;
Caratini (5), off Fulmer.

CUBS IP H RERBBSOERA
Stroman... 5 4 4 4 4 6296
Palencia 11001 2000
Leiter Jr. 10102 2319
Fulmer.. 11110 1462
BREWERS IP H RERBBSOERA
Peralta.. 4 3 3 310470
0000 2279
0000 2273
3220 1135
1000 119

WP: Mejia (1-0); LP: Fulmer (0-5); Sz
Payamps (3). HBP: Peralta (Hoerner).
WP: Stroman. T: 2:55. A: 33,366 (41,700).

Cardinals 3, Marlins 0

Nolan Arenado hom-
ered, Jack Flaherty
pitched scoreless ball for
his second straight start,
and St. Louis beat Miami
to avoid a series sweep.

St. Louis dropped the
first three games of the
series. Two were one-run
defeats, including a 10-9
walk-off loss Wednesday
night.

CARDINALS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Donovan dh.. 0000 2.28

1100 3.257

1111 0.280
Contreras 0100 1.23%
Gorman 2b 12 11123
Walker rf.. 0000 2279
Edman f .. 00 00 0.237
Burleson 1b.. 0210 0.227
DeJong ss. 00 00 0.230
Carlson ¢f-rf.....2 0 0 0 2 1.242
TOTALS 3237 3410 -
MARLINS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Arraez 2b.. .5 03 00 0.38
Soler dh.... 0101 1.25
De La Cruz If. 01010.277
Sanchez rf 02 00 0.263
Cooper 1b. 0000 2.25
Wendle ss 0000 0271
Segura 3b. 01 00 1.202
Myers cf 01 00 2.45
Fortes c.... 400 00 1.214
TOTALS 309 027 —

ST.LOUIS...... 000001 110 — 3 7 0
MIAMI . 000 000000 — 0 9 0

LOB: St. Louis 7, Miami 10. 2B: Contre-
ras (20), Gorman 2 (12), Nootbaar
(11), Sanchez (14), Myers (1). HR: Are-

nado (17), off Pérez.

CARDINALS IP H RERBBSOERA
Flaherty ... 6% 9 0 0 2 5427
Stratton 0 .
Gallegos 00 ¥
Hicks..... .1 000 x
MARLINS IP H RERBBSOERA
Pérez.... .6 3112 7236
Floro. 12110 2428
Soriano. 12111128
Lindgren... 100010514

WP: Flaherty (6-5); LP: Pérez (5-3); S:
Hicks (6). Inherited runners-scored:
Stratton 3-0. IBB: off Soriano (Arena-
do). HBP: Pérez (Contreras). WP: Fla-
herty. T: 2:44. A: 8,763 (37,446).

Mariners 5, Astros 1
Eugenio Suarez hom-
ered twice and had three
RBI and J.P. Crawford add-
ed a solo shot to lead Seat-
tle to a win over Houston.
Suérez connected off
Ronel Blanco to make it
2-0 in the second, and
Crawford’s homer put the
Mariners up 3-0 an inning
later. Suarez’s shot in the
ninth gave him 14 career
multihomer games.

J.Abreu 1b

.1
TOTALS 33

SEATTLE........ 021000101 — 5 6 0
HOUSTON...... 000 000 100 — 1 7 0
LOB: Seattle 4, Houston 6. 2B: Sudrez
(15), Julks (12). HR: Sudrez (10), off
Blanco; Crawford (8), off Blanco; Sudrez
(11), off Montero.

MARINERS IP H RERBBSOERA
65 6 1 1 1 33.09

MARINERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Crawfordss.. 1111125
Rodriguez cf . 0100 2251
T.France 1b 00 00 1.265
Hernandez rf. 00 01 0.25
Kelenic f... 1000 2.243
Sudrez 3b.. 3330 1.230
Raleigh ¢ 01120227
Ford dh.. 0000 2.253
Murphy ph-d 0000 0.277
Caballero 2b........ 400 00 2.227
TOTALS 3156 5411 -
ASTROS R H BIBBSOAVG
Dubén 2b... 0000 1.287
Bregman 3b.. 01001241
Tucker rf... 01010.293
0000
1200
0000
0000
0310
0000
0000
1711

P

Nw I oro

N o

Montero ... 1111069
WP: Kirby (8-7); LP: Blanco (2-1). Inherit-
ed runners-scored: Brash 1-0. HBP: Blan-
co (T.France). T: 2:30. A: 40,562 (41,000).

Say cheese!

Xx-Late game

PATRICK MCDERMOTT/GETTY IMAGES

Brewers catcher Victor Caratini receives a hero’s welcome in the dugout after smashing a go-ahead homer
in the eighth inning against the Cubs. The blast proved to be the winning run in Milwaukee’s 6-5 victory.

Henderson’s flex puts
a hurt on the Yankees

Phillies 3, Rays 1 (11)

Kyle Schwarber and Trea
Turner had RBI singles in
the 11th inning as Philadel-
phia sent AL East-leading
Tampa Bay to its fifth con-
secutive loss with a three-
game sweep.

The Phillies won their
12th straight road game,
one shy of the team record
setin 1976.

PHILLIES AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Schwarber If. 0210 1.18
Turner ss...... 02 10 2.25
Castellanos r 00 00 2.305
Harperdh. 00 00 3.293
Bohm 3b-1b.. 0000 2281
00 00 1.300

1110 2.206

1000 0.243

00 00 1.270
Stubbsc... 1100 0.23%
TOTALS 36 3014 —
RAYS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Diaz1b .3 0102 0310
Francoss.. 501 00 0.284
Ramirez dh 400 00 1.28
Arozarenalf......4 0 0 0 0 2.282
Paredes 3b 41110 1.264
Margot rf.. 400 00 1.25
Siri cf v 401 00 2.224
Bethancourtc....4 0 0 0 0 1.232
Walls 2b-3b........3 0 0 0 1 1.208
TOTALS 3514139 —
PHILA........... 000010000 02— 3 6 0

TAMPABAY 000010000 00— 1 4 1

E: Kelly (1). LOB: Philadelphia 6, Tampa
Bay 6. 2B: Schwarber (11). HR: Hall (1),
off Diekman; Paredes (15), off Sanchez.

PHILLIES IP H RERBBSOERA
Sanchez .6 4110 2284
Marte... 10000 1524
Alvarado .. 10002 2138
Kimbrel 1000 0 1350
Strahm. .2 0001 3364
H RERBBSOERA
3000 509
000 0 1405
1110 1245
000 0 4266
0000 0297
0000 2156
Poche.... 00000218
Thompson 2210 1611

WP: Strahm (5-3); LP: Thompson (1-2).
HBP: Thompson (Stubbs). T: 2:47.
A:17,060 (25,025).

Guardians 6, Royals 1
José Ramirez and Josh
Naylor homered on consec-
utive pitches in the sixth in-
ning and Andres Gimenez

added a solo shot of his
own as Cleveland turned
back Kansas City.

Guardians rookie right-
hander Tanner Bibee
worked out of three jams
and allowed one earned
run over five innings.

ROYALS AB R H BIBBSOAVG

Garcia3b 00022291
Witt Jr. ss 11010251
Perezc.. 01 01 1.248
Pratto1b.. 01 110.25
Olivares If. 00 00 0.246
Melendez rf.. 00 00 2.207
Waters dh 0200 2.25
Blanco cf... 0100 0.174
Lopez 2b... 0000 1.219
TOTALS 16158 —
GUARDIANS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
00 00 0.266

Rosario ss 01 00 0.263
Ramirez 3b 1210 0.28
J.Naylor 1b 1210 1.298
Giménez 2b .. 3211125
0100 1.22
11001271

0110 2.237
301111149

TOTALS 35 611 527 -—

KANSASCITY 100000000 — 1 6 1
CLEVELAND... 010 004 01X — 611 1

E: Lopez (1), Rosario (9). LOB: Kansas
City 11, Cleveland 7. 2B: Blanco (3),
B.Naylor (1). HR: Giménez (7), off Lyles;
Ramirez (14), off Garrett; J.Naylor (11),
off Garrett.

ROYALS IP H RERBBSOERA
6 110 5642
24211333
100 0 1000
0000 0425
Barlow . .12 111 0422
GUARDIANS IP H RERBBSOERA
Bibee.... 54114 4334
Morgan 11000 2172
De Los Santo: 11001025
Stephan 10000 1261
Sandlin. 10000 1278

WP: Morgan (4-1); LP: Garrett (0-1).
WP: Barlow. PB: B.Naylor (1). T: 2:50.
A:17,464 (34,788).

Red Sox 10, Rangers 6

Kiké Hernandez blooped
a bases-loaded, broken-
bat single in the seventh to
give Boston the lead and
then drove in another run
on an infield hit later in the
six-run inning.

RANGERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
i 500 00 1.273
51310 1360

50100 1.270
321021262

52200 1273

302 210.282

412 00 1.309
Grossmanlf......2 0 0 1 1 1.227
Taveras cf........4d 0 1 1 0 1.300
TOTALS 36 612 5 4 8 —
RED SOX AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Verdugo rf ... L4200 1 0.284
Turner dh. 41211 0.28
Yoshida If 1210 0312
Devers 3b. 1221025
Duvall ¢ 1110 225
Casas1b.. 100 2 1.220
Herndndez 2b-ss..4 2 1 2 1 2.225
Hamilton ss. 000 0 1.138
Refsnyder ph 0110 0.273
Arroyo 2b. 1110 0.247
Wong c. 0310 0.239
TOTALS 36101310 6 6 —

- 010 220 001 — 612 2
.. 102 001 60X —1013 1

E: Semien (5), Grossman (2), Yoshida
(3). LOB: Texas 8, Boston 10. 2B: Garcia
(19), E.Duran (15), Jung 2 (19), Heim
(20), Lowe (24), Devers (19), Wong (17),
Duvall (10). HR: Seager (11), off Garza.

RANGERS IP H RERBBSOERA
Eovaldi. 5% 5 4 4 4 3283
Burke %1000 0312
Shorz ... % 1332039
Anderson. 0 3330 0466
King...... %3000 0579
Leclerc. . 0000 3324
RED SOX H RERBBSOERA
Crawford . 7331 3411
Jacques. 2221 3623
Walter . 2000 1312
Winckowski. 00011314
Garza... 11110611
Martin . %0000 0163

WP: Winckowski (3-1); LP: Sborz (4-4).
Anderson pitched to 3 batters in the 7th
Inherited runners-scored: Burke 1-1,
Sborz 2-0, Anderson 3-3, King 2-2,
Leclerc 3-0, Winckowski 2-0, Martin 1-0.
IBB: off Winckowski (Heim). HBP: Burke
(Wong). T: 3:14. A: 33,847 (37,755).

GAME 1

Blue Jays 6,

White Sox 2 (11)
George Springer and Bo

Bichette hit RBI singles

during Toronto’s six-run

11th inning, lifting the Blue

Jays over Chicago.
Toronto had just one hit

before breaking through

against Aaron Bummer.

BLUE JAYS AB R HBIBBSOAVG
Springer rf... 51210 1.268
Bichette s 5111 0 3313
Belt 1b..... 3000 1 2.255
Varsho pr-If-cf 10110 0.224
Guerrero Jr. dh 51110 3.276
Chapman 3b 51100 3.259
Merrifield If-2b-If...4 0 0 0 1 1.281
iggi 51120 2.19%
4000 0 1.242

3000 0 1.266

10100 0.219

..0100 0 0.221

TOTALS 41686 217 —
WHITESOX AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Benintendilf.....3 0 0 0 2 2.279
Andersonsss......5 0 0 0 0 2.230
Robert Jr. f......4 0 0 0 1 0.272
Jiménezdh......4 0 0 0 0 1.274
Grandal c.. 400 00 3.25
. 30100 0.226
11000 0.216
411101214

200 00 1.3489
Vaughnph-1b....2 0 1 1 0 1.247
Andrus 2b........4 0 1 0 0 1.203
TOTALS 36 24 2312 —

TORONTO....000000000 06— 6 8 1
CHICAGO.....000000000 02— 2 4 0

E: Biggio (1). LOB: Toronto 7, Chicago 6.
2B: Biggio (5), Colds (3).

BLUEJAYS IP H RERBBSOERA
Berrios. 71001635
Richards .. 21000 4314
Romano 10001 229%
Hatch... % 22110225
Garcia ... ..% 000 0 0484
WHITESOX IP H RERBBSOERA
.7 100 1116.03
10000 0289

10000 2284

1000 1 3486

%5650 1785

Shaw ..% 200 0 0108

WP: Romano (4-4); LP: Bummer (3-2);
S: Garcia (1). Inherited runners-scored:
Garcia 2-0, Shaw 2-2. IBB: off Romano
(Robert Jr.). HBP: Lynn (Kirk). T: 3:05.

Orioles 14, Yankees 1
ORIOLES AB R HBIBBSOAVG

Hendersonss-3b...7 3 4 5 0 1.246
Rutschmanc........3 2 11 2 1.274
McCann ph-c 1100 0.192
Santander rf 1200 0.269
Mateo ss...... 0100 0.216
0’Hearn 1b-rf.. 1341 1.308
Mullins dh.... 1122 0.248
Cowser cf.... 3100 2 0.167
Westburg 2b 522110323
Frazier If ..... 6130 0 0.232
Urias 3b-1b . 61210 2.262
TOTALS 45142014 8 5 -
YANKEES R HBIBBSOAVG
Volpe ss... 0000 1.220
Torres 2b . 0100 0.245
Rizzo dh 0100 1.261
Cabreraf.. 110 0 0.204
Bader cf ... 0101 1.264
Donaldson 3| 000 1 0.144
McKinney rf. 000 0 3.246
LeMahieu 1b 0100 0.219
Kiner-Falefalf-p..3 0 0 0 0 0.258
Trevino Coeeereeenae 0100 0.215
TOTALS 3216026 —

BALTIMORE... 107 500 010 —1420 1
NEW YORK.... 000 000 001 — 1 6 0

E: Urias (3). LOB: Baltimore 15, New
York 6. 2B: 0’Hearn (9), Mullins (15),
Westburg (3), Santander (23), Frazier
(12), Cabrera (7). HR: Henderson (12),
off Severino; Henderson (13), off Abreu.
RBI: Henderson 5 (35), 0'Hearn 4 (28),
Mullins 2 (43), Westburg (6),
Rutschman (37), Urias (25). SF:
0'Hearn.

ORIOLES IP H RERBBSOERA
Bradish 00 2 5332
Vespi ... 000 1476
Bazardo 100 00.00
YANKEES RERBBSO ERA
Severino.. 7713738
6 6 3 0446
00 3 115
00 0 03.00
1111262
00 0 00.00

WP: Bradish (5-4); LP: Severino (1-4).
Inherited runners-scored: Abreu 2-2,
Garcia 1-1. HBP: Abreu (Santander),
Peralta (Cowser). WP: Peralta. T: 3:09.
A: 39,766 (47,309).

ORIOLES' LEADERS
Entering Friday’s game.

Batters Avg AB R H HRRBI BB
Westburg 323 31 710 0 6 4
Hays 312279 42 87 8 34 18
O'Hearn 308130 20 40 7 28 9

Rutschman .274317 42 87 11 37 54
Santander .269316 42 85 14 47 30

GAME 2
Blue Jays 5,
White Sox 4
Whit Merrifield hit two
solo homers, Matt Chap-
man also connected, and
Toronto beat Chicago for a
doubleheader sweep.
Vladimir Guerrero Jr. had
two hits and two RBI, in-
cluding a tiebreaking dou-
ble in the seventh inning.

BLUEJAYS AB BIBBSOAVG

Springer rf ... 00
Bichette dh.
Guerrero Jr.
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Espinal ss ...
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Zavalac..
TOTALS 34

TORONTO...... 010 111 100 — 516 0
CHICAGO........ 003010000 — 4 9 0

LOB: Toronto 7, Chicago 3. 2B: Chapman
(28), Benintendi (23), Zavala (3). HR:
Merrifield (3), off Scholtens; Chapman
(12), off Scholtens; Merrifield (4), off
Shaw; Jiménez (12), off Kikuchi.
BLUEJAYS IP H RERBBSOERA
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Kikuchi. 8 .

0000 .

0000 31

. 1000 03
WHITESOX IP H RERBBSOERA
Scholtens 411 3 3 0 1345
211100736
121101579
22000 3629

WP: Jackson (1-0); LP: Padilla (0-1); S:
Pearson (1). Inherited runners-scored:
Shaw 2-0. WP: Pearson. T: 2:33. A:
20,258 (40,241).

Tigers 9, Athletics 0

Javier Baez had a two-
run single in the first in-
ning, all-star Michael
Lorenzen combined with
three relievers on a four-
hitter, and Detroit routed
Oakland.

Jake Marisnick hom-
ered and drove in two
runs for the Tigers, who
pitched their fifth shutout
of the season.

ATHLETICS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Kemp If... 400 00 1.19%
Bleday cf 400 00 3.204
Rooker dh 301001241
Allenss .. 000 00 0.19
Brown rf. 300 00 1.197
Diaz 2b ... 302 00 1.25
Peterson3b-p...3 0 0 0 0 1.206

30100 0.204

300 00 0.267

200 00 0.000

100 00 1.207
TOTALS 2904009 —
TIGERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Vierling If ... 411111276
Torkelson1b....4 1 1 0 1 2.225
Ibafiez rf..... 42101 0.228
Carpenter dh....4 0 2 1 1 1.275
Béez ss 323 210.226
Nevin 3 10000 0.122
Schoop 3b: 30110 0.213
Haase c... 40110 2213
Short 2b-ss 41100 222
Marisnick ¢f .....4 2 2 2 0 1.227
TOTALS 35913 859 —

OAKLAND...... 000 000 000 — 0 4 1
DETROIT ........ 202211100 — 913 1

E: Kemp (5), Nevin (2). LOB: Oakland 2,
Detroit 8. 2B: Ibafiez (13), Short (4),
Marisnick (3), Baez (11). HR: Marisnick
(2), off Garcia.

ATHLETICS IP H RERBBSOERA
Harris .. 87 7 4 66.07
Garcia. 4220 2831
Lovelady. 0000 1443
Peterson .... 10010000
TIGERS H RERBBSOERA
Lorenzen 3000 4403
Holton 0000 1193
White. 1000 1540
Shreve.... 0000 349

WP: Lorenzen (3-6); LP: Harris (2-3).
Inherited runners-scored: Lovelady 2-0.
T: 2:18. A: 15,133 (41,083).

ORIOLES 14, YANKEES 1

BY NATHAN Ruiz

NEW YORK — When Gunnar Henderson lofted the
seventh pitch of Thursday night’s game at Yankee
Stadium out to left field, it provided a bit of early
offense the Baltimore Orioles had lacked of late.
But there was much, much more to come.

Paced by three more hits and another home run
by Henderson, the Orioles hammered the New York
Yankees, 14-1, with all but one of Baltimore’s runs
coming in the first four innings. Henderson
recorded a hit in each of those frames, becoming
only the second major leaguer since 1984 with four
hits and two home runs in the opening four innings

of a game.

A week past his 22nd birthday, Henderson
became the second youngest Oriole to achieve that
feat in a whole game, only nine days older than Curt
Blefary was in 1965. Since, only eight major
leaguers younger than Henderson have posted such
a stat line: Joe Morgan, Rubén Sierra, Miguel
Cabrera, Justin Upton, Jason Heyward, Carlos
Correa, Juan Soto and Rafael Devers.

Entering the season as baseball’s top prospect
and a favorite to be the American League rookie of
the year, Henderson got off to a slow start. In his
first 30 games, the infielder hit .174 with a .643 OPS.
His performance Thursday lifted those marks to

.246 and .804.

Henderson went hitless in his final three at-bats
as the Orioles (51-35) also quieted. But after losing
the first two games of the series and being held
scoreless midway through the third contest, Balti-
more scored 19 runs in an eight-inning span.

Dodgers 6, Pirates 4
Late Wednesday

J.D. Martinez and David
Peralta homered back-to-
back in the fifth inning,
helping Los Angeles rally
from a four-run deficit to
beat Pittsburgh.

Martinez’s homer was a
go-ahead, three-run shot.

PIRATES AB R H BIBBSOAVG

McCutchendh....3 0 0 0 2 2.268
Reynolds If.. 411110273
Davis rf... 511 00 3.288
Santanalb. 511001241
Suwinski cf. 411 31 223%
Gonzales 2b-ss..4 0 2 0 0 1.333
Marcano ss. 301 00 0.237
Castroph-2b.....1 0 0 0 0 1.231
Triolo 3b.. 401 00 2.286
Hedges c. 200 010.177
Joe ph ..1 01 00 0.239
TOTALS 36 49 4512 —
DODGERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Betts 2b .5 00 00 0.268
Freeman 1b. 402 00 1.315
310011272

12002 0.1%
32131121

31110 1.28

100 11 1.263

100 00 0.25
201011238

L4 0110 1.237

TOTALS 27 6 6 6 67 —
PITTSBURGH. 100 300 000 — 4 9 0
9 SO— 000 240 00X — 6 6 0

LOB: Pittsburgh 10, Los Angeles 7. 2B:
Davis (3), Joe (18), Freeman (29). HR:
Reynolds (9), off Miller; Suwinski (19),
off Miller; Martinez (20), off Contreras;
Peralta (6), off Contreras.

PIRATES IP H RERBBSOERA
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WP: Miller (5-1); LP: Contreras (3-7); S:
D.Hudson (1). Inherited runners-scored:
Bickford 1-0, Brasier 3-0. HBP: Bido
(Peralta), Borucki (Muncy), Ramirez
(Outman). T: 2:44. A: 45,403 (56,000).

— Baltimore Sun

Mets 2,
Diamondbacks 1
Late Wednesday
Francisco Alvarez hom-
ered to tie it with two outs
in the ninth and Mark Can-
ha tripled in the go-ahead
run to lift New York over
Arizona.
Kodai Senga matched
his season high with
12 strikeouts over eight in-
nings for the Mets, who
have won four in a row.

METS AB BIBBSOAVG
i 1 1.276

4
4
4
4
3
4
4
3
0
2
2

TOTALS 3

D'BACKS AB
Perdomo 2b-ss ...4
Longoria 3b.
Fletcher ph.
Carroll If..

0
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0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
2
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Thomas cf...........
TOTALS 30 1

NEW YORK.... 000 000 002 — 2 6 0
ARIZONA........ 000 000 100 — 1 4 0
LOB: New York 9, Arizona 3. 3B: Canha
(1). HR: Alvarez (15), off Chafin; Walker
(18), off Senga.
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411 112331
0 1188

ERBBSO ERA
23.75
2276
22.84
03.38
%0 02.56
WP: Senga (7-5); LP: Chafin (2-2); S: Rob-
ertson (13). Inherited runners-scored:
McGough 1-0, Ginkel 2-0. IBB: off Henry
(S.Marte). T: 2:37. A: 18,152 (48,359).
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PERSONNEL DEPT.

Astros: Eight-time all-star
2B Jose Altuve landed on
the 10-day injured list with
left oblique discomfort.

Guardians: RHP Cal
Quantrill (2-6, 6.45 ERA)
returned to the IL with
shoulder inflammation.

Marlins: CF Jonathan
Davis was set to undergo
surgery after an MRl exam
revealed a meniscus
injury. He is expected to
be out for three to six
months.

Red Sox: Signed C Jorge
Alfaro to a one-year deal
and designated C Caleb
Hamilton for assignment.
Tigers: RHP Alex Faedo
will be activated from the
ILand start against the
Blue Jays on Friday night.
White Sox: Placed RHP
Joe Kelly on the 15-day IL
with elbow inflammation.
Yankees: Recalled RHP
Deivi Garcia, 24, from

Class AAA Scranton/
Wilkes-Barre.

DAY
Interleague games
RANGERS AT NATIONALS, 7:05

W-L ERA TEAM
Bradford (L) 0-1 498 0-4
Williams (R) 5-4 434 9-8
BRAVES AT RAYS, 6:40
Morton (R) 86 357 97
Glasnow (R) 2-2 450 4-3
CUBS AT YANKEES, 7:05
Taillon (R) 2-6 693 2-12
Rodén (L) 0-0 0.00 0-0
CARDINALS AT WHITE SOX, 8:10
Montgomery (L) 6-7 328 6-11
Cease (R) 33 410 9-9
ANGELS AT DODGERS, 10:10
Canning (R) 6-3 429 8-5
Gonsolin (R) 43 369 57

Interleague scores

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
at Houston 6, Colorado 4
Philadelphia 8, at Tampa Bay 4
Atlanta 8, at Cleveland 1

at San Diego 5, L.A. Angels 3
at San Francisco 2, Seattle 0

THURSDAY'S RESULT
Philadelphia 3, at Tampa Bay 1 (11)

AL games
ORIOLES AT TWINS, 8:10

W-L ERA TEAM
Irvin (L) 13 632 43
Ober (R) 54 270 85
BLUE JAYS AT TIGERS, 6:40
Manoah (R) 17 636 49
Faedo (R) 13 554 14
ROYALS AT GUARDIANS, 7:10
Lynch (L) 2-3 414 34
Civale (R) 22296 44
ATHLETICS AT RED SOX, 7:10
Medina (R) 27 637 17
TBD
MARINERS AT ASTROS, 8:10
Castillo (R) 56 3.05 89
Brown (R) 65 376 97
AL scores
WEDNESDAY'S RESULTS

Baltimore 6, at N.Y. Yankees 3
Oakland 12, at Detroit 3

at Boston 4, Texas 2

at Minnesota 5, Kansas City 0
Toronto at Chicago White Sox, ppd.

THURSDAY'S RESULTS

Baltimore 14, at N.Y. Yankees 1

at Detroit 9, Oakland 0

at Boston 10, Texas 6

Seattle 5, at Houston 1

at Cleveland 6, Kansas City 1

Game 1: Toronto 6, at Chicago White Sox
2(11)

Game 2: Toronto 5, at Chicago White Sox
4

NL games
PHILLIES AT MARLINS, 6:40

W-L ERA TEAM
Wheeler (R) 7-4 403 11-6
Alcantara (R) 3-7 493 7-10
REDS AT BREWERS, 8:10
Abbott (L) 40 120 60
Burnes (R) 6-5 4.00 9-8
METS AT PADRES, 9:40
Verlander (R) 3-4  3.66 4-7
Darvish (R) 56 484  6-8
PIRATES AT DIAMONDBACKS, 9:40
Hill (L) 7-8 450 89
TBD
ROCKIES AT GIANTS, 10:15
Gomber (L) 6-7 6.64 9-8
Stripling (R) 0-2 651 24
NL scores
WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS

Cincinnati 7, at Washington 2
at Miami 10, St. Louis 9
Chicago Cubs 4, at Milwaukee 3
N.Y. Mets 2, at Arizona 1

at L.A. Dodgers 6, Pittsburgh 4

THURSDAY'S RESULTS
Cincinnati 5, at Washington 4 (10)
Chicago Cubs 6, at Milwaukee 5
St. Louis 3, at Miami 0

N.Y. Mets at Arizona, late
Pittsburgh at L.A. Dodgers, late
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Failure to extend loan means United’s O’Brien probably is on his way out

BY STEVEN GOFF

D.C. United midfielder Lewis
O’Brien, who has played almost
every minute while on a short-
term loan from a Premier League
club, is likely to return to England
soon because the sides have been
unable to reach an agreement on
extending the deal, Coach Wayne
Rooney said Thursday.

The current pact expires
July 16. For weeks, United has
been seeking to extend the loan
with Nottingham Forest through
the end of the MLS season this fall.

“It’s probably looking more
likely Lewis will be going back to
England,” Rooney said. “We ha-
ven’t managed to get to an agree-
ment with Nottingham Forest.”

O’Brien, 24, is expected to make
his Audi Field farewell Saturday
against Inter Miami, then make

his final appearance July 15 at
New England.

Rooney said United is close to
signing a replacement, but one
club official said “nothing is im-
minent.” The MLS transfer and
trade window opened Wednesday
and won’t close until Aug. 2. The
team is in the market for multiple

players.
United (8-9-5) hasn’t made the
playoffs since 2019. With

12 matches left, it is in eighth
place in the Eastern Conference,
which will send nine teams to the
postseason.

Aside from the loan negotia-
tions, United also had the option
of purchasing O’Brien’s contract.
But because his market value is
several million dollars, a loan ex-
tension was always the most real-
istic route.

“We knew what it was” when

JOHN MCDONNELL/THE WASHINGTON POST

Lewis O’Brien, left, has played all but 15 minutes of his 15 games for
United since he was acquired via a loan from Nottingham Forest.

United agreed in the spring to
acquire him on loan, Rooney said.
“He’s been fantastic for us since
he’s come in — [a player of] great
character.”

United was fortunate to have
acquired O’Brien in the first place.
In January, he had been slated to
join Blackburn Rovers, an English
second-division side, on loan.
Last-minute clerical issues pre-
vented the move, and because he
had not been registered by Forest
to play the rest of the season,
going abroad became the primary
option.

Rooney and D.C. officials said
O’Brien is drawing interest from
clubs around England this sum-
mer, which affords Forest greater
options in transferring or loaning
him. He also could rejoin Forest,
which will soon open training
camp ahead of the 2023-24 sea-

son.

O’Brien has started 15 MLS
matches and substituted just
twice, totaling 15 minutes on the
bench. He also missed one game
because of an MLS suspension.
Although he contributed just one
goal and one assist, he brought
value in his industriousness, vi-
sion and two-way play.

Notes: Defender-midfielder
Victor Palsson rejoined the squad
after missing three matches to
attend to family matters. Before
that excused leave, he missed one
game while on Icelandic national
team duty....

Forward Ted Ku-DiPietro, who
has not played since June 3, will
need a few more weeks to recover
from an ankle injury, Rooney said.

Inter Miami at D.C. United
Tomorrow, 7:30 p.m., Apple TV Plus

CANDACE BUCKNER

Reds De La

BUCKNER FROM D1

constant attention of the NFL or
NBA, leagues that have done a
better job marketing their stars,
it endures. The sport has
survived worse things than
boring ballplayers.

Such as Aaron Judge, the
square-jawed Yankee who serves
up moonshots and possesses the
personality of an accountant.
Back in May, the Toronto Blue
Jays television crew speculated
that Judge, the reigning
American League MVP, might
have been cheating at the plate.
Oh my, Judge was hot about that
insinuation. So angry in fact that
he told reporters: “I’ve got some
choice words about that.”

We're still waiting to hear
them.

Even Shohei Ohtani, the
unicorn we may not fully
appreciate, should be
appointment viewing, but the
casual fan still knows very little
about him. He does things in
baseball we may never seen
again — dominate as a pitcher
and a hitter, and apparently he’s
a bit of a prankster, too — yet
Ohtani wasn’t even in the top 10
of the most Googled athletes last
year.

The language barrier may be
the reason, but that doesn’t
explain how De La Cruz can
express his passion to a universal
crowd. He exudes confidence in
most everything except speaking
anew language to reporters (he
told me his English is just “a-
ight”). Yet his demeanor during
Wednesday’s postgame interview
did not require translation: “Just
to tell everybody that the knob is
not the reason I am doing a good
job. It’s because of all the work
I'm putting out there,” De La
Cruz said in defending himself
against the suggestion of
impropriety with his bat.

This season, the lanky, 6-foot-5
De La Cruz has recorded the
fastest infield throw in Class
AAA or the major leagues at
99.2 mph. Since his early June

ROB CARR/GETTY IMAGES

Rookie Elly De La Cruz, 21, has both power and personality and is one of the major reasons the Reds have won 20 of their past 24 games.

call-up, he has hit for the cycle,
the youngest player to do so in
50 years, and became the first
player 21 or younger to have a
pair of four-hit games within his
first 25 major league games since
2000-01.

He confidently calls himself
the “fastest man in the world.”
And if you watch him run
through his third base coach’s
stop signal — while a good two or
three strides away from third
base! — and still beat the throw
to home, you might not think
he’s being brash at all, just
honest.

And this week when the Elly
De La Cruz Show hit
Washington, it hit hard. On
Wednesday, before his first plate
appearance, Nationals Manager
Dave Martinez asked the home
plate umpire to check the white
knob attached to the rookie’s bat.
The inspection and resulting
conference between the
managers and crew ticked away
precious minutes when De La
Cruz could have been
performing, and a smattering of
boos carried through the
stadium. Though De La Cruz
would strike out, he would get

his revenge in the fifth. When the
ball finally landed 455 feet away,
De La Cruz pointed to the end of
his bat, mocking the Nats that
maybe they should check it
again.

That night Martinez, ever the
old-school preservationist,
derided the rookie’s “antics.” By
Thursday, however, he gave De
La Cruz props, consenting the
game needs players such as him.

“Yeah, look, and I said this last
night: I love watching him play.
He’s an exciting player. He’s very
talented,” Martinez said. “He
plays with a lot of excitement.

You can tell he has fun. ... I've
seen the way he does some
things that are really, really good.
Yesterday he hit a groundball
and he went from home to
second faster than I've ever seen
anybody.”

And when was the last time
any of us have heard a 10-year
veteran such as Reds catcher
Curt Casali say out loud: “I'm
very, very happy to be on his
team.” Meaning, De La Cruz. A
rookie. His team.

“He’s must-watch TV,” Casali
said. “I've never seen somebody
who can do the things that he

Cruz is baseball’s newest phenom, and the sport had belter be ready

can do. I think he’s just
scratching the surface of his true
ability. Coming in, people might
call him ‘raw’ And he is. He’s
21years old. He’s brand new to
big league baseball, and he’s
coming and he’s doing things
that nobody else has ever done.
Nobody can really believe [it]
until you see him.”

Which is why people keep
clicking to watch him. Merlos,
the interpreter as well as the
Reds’ social media manager on
the road, told me the team’s
tweet with the most engagement
this season is the graphic
welcoming De La Cruz to the
majors. The reel featuring De La
Cruz sliding into first base to
beat a tag for an infield hit is the
only video on the team’s
Instagram to surpass 1 million
views this season. As 21-year-old
Liam Holland, the co-founder of
the Bat Boys Baseball channel,
attempts to grow the cool factor
of baseball, he knows De La Cruz
content gets more hits than most
other posts.

“With Elly and a bunch of
other players — people call it
‘showboating, people call it
‘unprofessional’ But what we do,
we're trying to match that energy
and show it off as well,” Holland
said. “Yeah, there’s been that
stigma, but the world in general
is shifting away from that
stigma. It’s becoming more
accepting of everyone being who
they are, and I think that’s
reflective in players like Elly.”

De La Cruz has the present-
tense game to liberate baseball
from the confines of its past. The
new-age skills and
showmanship, but in a package
that must feel palatable for even
the purists. Some may brand his
behavior “antics,” but a changing
society — one the game needs to
embrace — might view it,
rightfully, as entertainment. And
those casual fans are more likely
to keep returning to this kind of
show. De La Cruz has arrived,
and so has change. Baseball
better be ready.

Nationals get a glimpse of what they could become in

NATIONALS FROM D1

out before Senzel charged a
grounder nubbed by Corey Dick-
erson. His throw to first was low
and wide, but Spencer Steer, play-
ing his third position of the after-
noon, laid out to snag it. The next
batter, Keibert Ruiz, flew out to
center to seal the loss.

“It looked like it was going to
go, and then he just made a really
good play on that,” Harvey said of
watching Senzel’s ninth-inning
catch from the dugout. “Which
was kind of a bummer.”

Way earlier in the day, with one
out in the second, MacKenzie
Gore stood on the mound and
turned his left palm to the crying
sky. He sure wasn’t worried about
a little rain. So instead of scam-
pering for cover, he put his hands
on his hips, shook his head, then
stared at the plate as if Tyler
Stephenson never should have
left the batter’s box, no matter
that a shower was quickly becom-
ing a full-on storm.

For a few waterlogged mo-
ments, the 24-year-old had the
whole place to himself. He
seemed to know that once he
walked off the field, there was a
good chance he wouldn’tretake it.
And after a 103-minute weather
delay, he was right, even though
he tried to keep his left arm warm
with a pair of simulated innings
in the bullpen. There was no rea-
son to push Gore in early July.
That’s why Mason Thompson,
Jordan Weems, Jose A. Ferrer,
Kyle Finnegan, Harvey and Cory
Abbott lined up behind him.

“After an hour and a half, we
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PATRICK SEMANSKY/ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cincinnati’s Nick Senzel circles the bases after clubbing a two-run homer in the 10th inning Thursday.

talked to him, and he was good,”
Manager Dave Martinez said of
Gore. “I told him: ‘We’re not going
to put you out there like that. Last
year you had arm injuries. We
won’t do that to you.”

Thompson recorded eight outs
and stranded Gore’s runner on
third in the second. Then, after
searching all week for a break-
through hit, the offense nudged
ahead when Thomas singled in
two with two outs in the fifth.

Right before Thomas split the
shortstop and third baseman,
Abrams appeared to be picked off
between second and third, but he
escaped to extend the inning with
a swim move slide that completed
a double steal. But a half inning
later, Weems, who has thrown
84 pitches since Monday, walked
the leadoff batter and plunked
Matt McLain with one out, setting
up amatchup between De La Cruz
and the rookie Ferrer.

De La Cruz finished the series
with 10 hits, including three dou-
bles and a 455-foot homer. In the
finale, he singled off Gore — the
second-to-last at-bat before the
delay — then beat Ferrer by
sneaking a double inside the third
base line. One run scored. The
Reds tried to push across another,
but Stone Garrett, Abrams and
Adams combined for a strong
relay, ending with Adams tagging
McLain’s outstretched hand at

another loss to Cincinnati

home plate.

Ferrer, 23, followed with a one-
two-three seventh. Alex Call fol-
lowed that with a solo home run,
his first extra-base hit since he
returned from the Class AAA
Rochester Red Wings. But
Finnegan couldn’t hold the lead
in the eighth, then Harvey
couldn’t keep Senzel or the auto-
matic runner from coming home
in the 10th.

“I left the pitch over the plate,
and he hit it,” Harvey said of the
fastball Senzel pulled for the go-
ahead homer. Sometimes it’s as
simple as that.

Like the Nationals, the Reds
didn’t plan to contend this sea-
son, yet they left Washington
with a two-game lead atop the
National League Central. Their
Opening Day payroll, according
to Cot’s Baseball Contracts, was
just under $83 million (ranking
26th, four spots below the Na-
tionals). After Joey Votto, who is
owed $25 million in 2023, their
next highest-paid player is Wil
Myers at $6 million. Myers was
the Reds’ only splash in free agen-
cy, the exact sort of player who
keeps a spot warm in a low-cost,
years-long rebuild. Then they cut
Myers in late June, when rebuild-
ing gave way to baseball’s hottest
team — winners of 20 of their
past 24.

Theheadlineris the 21-year-old
De La Cruz. But McLain, Steer
and Andrew Abbott are all stand-
out rookies, too. McLain, a first-
round pick in 2018, was promoted
in mid-May. Steer, acquired at the
deadline 1last summer, has
14 homers. Abbott, recalled in

NATIONALS ON DECK

vs. Texas Rangers

Today 7:05 MASN
Tomorrow 4:05 MASN2
Sunday 12:05 Peacock
at St. Louis Cardinals

July 14 8:15 MASN
July 15 7:15 MASN
July 16 2:15 MASN
at Chicago Cubs

July 17 8:05 MASN2
July 18 8:05 MASN2
July 19 8:05 MASN

Radio: WIFK (106.7 FM)

early June, has a 1.21 ERA in six
starts, though he didn’t pitch
against the Nationals.

In the Reds — and their prom-
ising young talent, in a club that
had a new player at every position
by the end of Thursday’s game,
matching speed and power with a
ton of versatility — Martinez saw
what his team could be down the
line. But in the meantime, he
really wanted to steal a win.

“We have some players that 'm
really excited about that are real-
ly, really young still, that are going
to have an opportunity to play up
here,” Martinez said, referring to
the prospects who haven’t arrived
yet.“. ..SoIlook atthatteam, and
Isay, ‘Man, what’s to come for usis
going to be pretty good.” ”
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GOLF ROUNDUP

Ranked 842nd in the world, Blixt takes the first-round lead at John Deere

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jonas Blixt heated up on the
back nine at TPC Deere Run on
Thursday, playing his last six holes
in 6 under par for a9-under 62 and
atwo-shotlead over Grayson Mur-
ray after the firstround ofthe John
Deere Classic in Silvis, I11.

Murray was 8 under through
13 holes but stalled from there. He
bogeyed his final hole and shot a
64. Cameron Young, the highest-
ranked player in the field at No. 19,
also closed with a bogey and was
part of a big group three shots
back.

The 39-year-old Blixt, a three-
time winner on tour, has only con-
ditional status and is making his
first PGA Tour start since the By-
ron Nelson in May. He spent most
of the past six weeks working at

home with his swing coach and
missed the cut last week on the
Korn Ferry Tour, but he felt as if
something clicked on the range
Tuesday.

“I kind of came to the point in
my season where it’s so late that I
don’t feel any pressure anymore
really and just kind of go out and
swing at it,” Blixt said. “Golf is
weird. Like, tomorrow I can shoot
100 I feel like, but today was a
great day.”

Blixt shot a 7-under 29 on the
backnine — his first time breaking
30 fornine holes on tour — and the
62 matches his career-best round.
He drove the green on the
360-yard, par-4 14th hole and
made a 43-foot putt for an eagle.
On the par-4 18th, he hit his ap-
proach from a fairway bunker
within five feet for a closing birdie.

Blixt last won in 2017 at the
Zurich Classic of New Orleans,
paired with Cameron Smith in the
team event. He had back surgery
two years later and has struggled
since. He entered the week ranked
842nd in the world.

“I played a lot of years on tour,
and I'm very thankful for it, and I
got to play with a lot of good
players, alot of good golf courses, a
lot of good sponsors,” Blixt said.
“Sometimes you just have to be
grateful for what you have and
what you experience as well and
not always think about what could
havebeen. SoIkind oflean on that
alittle bit. Obviously I'm still hun-
gry. 'm not saying that I'm quit-
ting”

Murray’s 64 was his best round
on tour in three years.

Murray, a winner at the Barba-

sol Championship in 2017, suf-
fered a knee injury in a scooter
crash in Bermuda in October, forc-
ing him to withdraw from the
Bermuda Championship. He
didn’t play again until January on
the Korn Ferry Tour, and since
then he has worked on spending
his free time productively.

Joining Young at 65 were Grey-
son Sigg, Garrick Higgo, Adam
Schenk, Nate Lashley and Richy
WerenskKi.

eDP WORLD TOUR: Scot-
land’s Robert MacIntyre led the
Made in Himmerland tourna-
ment by two shots after an open-
ing 6-under 64.in Farso, Denmark.

MaclIntyre made five birdies in
seven holes on the back nine.

Ross Fisher had to endure
tougher conditions in the morn-
ing of wind and rain and posted a

66. He was alone in second.

Koepka calls out teammate

Brooks Koepka accused LIV
Golf Series teammate Matthew
Wolff of quitting on the course,
telling Sports Illustrated he has
“basically given up on him.”

Wolff, who won in his third start
as a pro on the PGA Tour in 2019,
joined LIV Golflast year and plays
for Smash, the team captained by
Koepka. He has finished out of the
top 30 in 48-man fields in his past
five events, including a withdraw-
al.

“I mean, when you quit on your
round, you give up and stuff like
that, that’s not competing,” Koep-
ka told Sports Illustrated. “I'm not
a big fan of that. You don’t work
hard. It’s very tough. It’s very
tough to have even like a team

dynamic when you’ve got one guy
that won’t work, one guy is not
going to give any effort. He’s going
to quit on the course, break clubs,
gets down, bad body language. It’s
very tough.

“I’'ve basically given up on him,”
Koepka said. “A lot of talent, but I
mean the talent’s wasted.”

Wolff won the Jack Nicklaus
Award as the nation’s best player
asasophomore at Oklahoma State
in 2019, turned pro and won in his
third start on the PGA Tour at the
3M Open. He had the 54-hole lead
at the 2020 U.S. Open at Winged
Foot before closing with a 75 to
finish as the runner-up to Bryson
DeChambeau.

Wolff, 24, withdrew before the
final round of the LIV event out-
side Washington last month with
an undisclosed injury.

Amateurs make moves at Pebble Beach as big names lade

U.S. OPEN FROM D1

and then the driver came and it
was broken, and then all of a sud-
denIhaveno choicebutto putthis
Ping driver in,” Donegan said.
“Out here you need to drive the
ball well, hit the fairway. The
rough is really thick, and if you're
not hitting the fairways, you’re
going to be struggling, and luckily
for me it all worked out.”

After starting on the No. 10 tee
and making bogeys on her first two
holes, Donegan jump-started her
round by holing out from 96 yards
for an eagle at the 376-yard par-4
15th. She aimed right of the flag-
stick on the advice of her caddie
and coach, Gary Madden, and the
ball bounced several times on the
putting surface before spinning
back and dropping into the hole,
bringing the gallery around the
green to its feet.

She followed that with a birdie
at the par-3 17th and carded four
more birdies on her second nine,
completing the round in a crowd-
ed group tied for second.

“Definitely at the top,” Donegan
said when asked where her inau-
gural round at Pebble Beach
ranked in her golf career. “No
doubt about it. Let’s just say it
wouldn’t be the first time I started
bogey-bogey. For me to come back
then and finish how I finished and
play the rest of the rest of the
round, I'm really proud of myself”

So, too, was Avery, who had a
spotlight thrust upon her at age 8
when she was featured in the 2013
Netflix documentary “The Short
Game” about some of the top
youth golfers in the world de-
scending on famed Pinehurst to
compete in the U.S. Kids World
Championship.

Dubbed “Tigress” by her father,
who envisions his daughter fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Tiger
Woods, Avery started with birdies
on Nos. 2 and 3 and added two
more on Nos. 15 and 17 in her
second U.S. Women’s Open. She
missed the cut in 2021 at Olympic
Club in San Francisco.

Avery secured a spot in this
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Amateur Aine Donegan, shown on the ninth hole, had quite a journey just getting to the U.S. Women’s Open, including a damaged driver.

week’s field of 156 by earning med-
alist honors at U.S. Women’s Open
final qualifying in early June at
Rancho Santa Fe (Calif.) Golf Club
with a 36-hole total of 1-under 14:3.
The winner of the California Wom-
en’s Amateur in 2019, she is the
10th-ranked amateur in the world.

“It’s so surreal,” said Avery, who
grew up in Riverside, Calif., some
400 miles south of Monterey Pen-
insula. “I catch myself on every
hole just kind of looking out to the
ocean and just appreciating the
fact that I'm even here, and play-
inga U.S. Open here as well is even
more special.”

While amateurs dotted the first
page of the leader board, some of
the world’s highest ranked profes-
sionals plummeted and face a
steep climb to make the cut.

World No. 1 Jin Young Ko card-
edabogey or worse on seven holes,
including a double at No. 17, and
finished with a 79. The two-time
major champion from South Ko-
rea is making her seventh start at
the U.S. Women’s Open. Her best
finish came in 2020 with a tie for
second place.

Peril also befell American Nelly
Korda, who played in the same
group as Ko. The second-ranked
player in the world, who recently
took time off to address an ailing
back, shot a 40 on her inward nine
and finished at 4-over 76. The
third member of the group was
American Lexi Thompson, ranked
13th in the world, who shot a
2-over T4.

Also at 4 over was world No. 3
Lydia Ko of New Zealand. The
two-time major champion had her
round derailed with a quadruple
bogey at the par-3 fifth. She played
in a group with Canada’s Brooke
Henderson, also a two-time major
champion, who shot a 1-under 71,
and American Rose Zhang.

The highly decorated former
amateur finished at 2-over 74, un-
able to extend momentum gained
from birdies at Nos. 3 and 4 in her
first U.S. Women’s Open as a pro-
fessional and her third start over-
all since she yielded her amateur
status last month.

Negro Leagues showcased in new film

NEGRO LEAGUES FROM D1

The rise, fall and enduring
legacy of the Negro Leagues,
none of which would have been
possible without the entrepre-
neurial Foster, are the focus of a
new documentary titled “The
League” by acclaimed director
Sam Pollard. The movie, which
opens nationwide this weekend
and is executive produced by
Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson,
shines a light on the individuals
who helped grow the Negro
Leagues into a thriving economic
force that stabilized Black com-
munities amid the Great Migra-
tion. It will be available to stream
digitally July 14.

Using newly discovered archi-
val footage, insight from histori-
ans and recorded interviews with
Negro League players and execu-
tives, Pollard traces the history of
Black baseball from 1884, when
Moses Fleetwood Walker played
catcher for the predominantly
White Toledo Blue Stockings of
the major league American Asso-
ciation, through Jackie Robinson
reintegrating the sport in 1947.
The movie is based on former
Negro League umpire Bob Mot-
ley’s memoirs, which were co-
written by his son, Byron, who
contacted Pollard about direct-
ing the documentary several
years ago and recorded many of
the interviews featured.

In 1920, the same year the
Negro National League was cre-
ated, Kenesaw Mountain Landis,
a federal judge in Chicago, was
appointed MLB’s first commis-
sioner. By then, organized base-

ball had been racially segregated
for nearly three decades, in part
because of the efforts of legend-
ary Chicago White Stockings
player-manager Cap Anson. In
1887, Anson refused to play an
exhibition game against the New-
ark Little Giants unless the Inter-
national League team’s Black
players, including Walker and
pitcher George Stovey, sat out.
International League directors
held a secret meeting in the wake
of Anson’s protest and decided to
prohibit the signing of Black
players going forward. Other
leagues followed suit.

The Negro National League,
which featured an up-tempo style
of play that would come to define
the Negro Leagues, was a success.
Foster’s death and the Great
Depression brought about the
original league’s demise in 1931,
but a second Negro National
League was founded in 1933 by
Pittsburgh businessman Gus
Greenlee. Pollard delves into the
heated crosstown rivalry that
developed between Greenlee’s
Pittsburgh Crawfords and Cum-
berland Posey, owner and man-
ager of the Homestead Grays.
With the founding of the Negro
American League in 1937 and
stars such as Josh Gibson, Cool
Papa Bell, Oscar Charleston and
Buck O’Neil dazzling large
crowds in multiple leagues
across the country, the late 1930s
and 1940s marked the heyday of
Black baseball.

Meanwhile, Landis did little to
change the status quo at the
major league level, which re-
mained segregated despite no

official policy against signing
Black players.

“This was a period of Ameri-
can history where Jim Crow and
the rule of segregation was the
law of the land, and it was very
difficult for people to see Black
people being integrated in any-
thing that involved the so-called
American experience,” Pollard
said.

In one of the more revealing
parts of “The League,” Pollard
details the role that Wendell
Smith of the Pittsburgh Courier
and other Black sportswriters
had in integrating baseball. In
December 1943, Paul Robeson,
the Black singer, actor and civil
rights activist, made the case for
integration in a roughly 10-min-
ute presentation to Landis and
MLB’s 16 owners during a meet-
ing attended by several promi-
nent Black newspapermen.

Landis died in office in No-
vember 1944. The following year,
Brooklyn Dodgers president
Branch Rickey signed Robinson
of the Negro League Kansas City
Monarchs to a minor league
contract. One aspect that is typi-
cally left out of the oft-told story
of Rickey’s and Robinson’s roles
in integrating baseball but that
receives ample attention in “The
League” is Rickey’s low opinion
of the Negro Leagues and the
detrimental effects Robinson’s
signing had on the future of
Black baseball.

“Integration was good morally
and socially . . . but that progress
came at a cost,” Bob Kendrick,
president of the Negro Leagues
Baseball Museum in Kansas City,

. MAGNOLIA PICTURES

Andrew “Rube” Foster, center, was one of seven owners who established the Negro National League.

says in the movie.

Rickey mocked the idea of
compensating teams from which
he poached stars such as Robin-
son, Don Newcombe and Roy
Campanella, drawing criticism
from Effa Manley, longtime own-
er of the second Negro National
League’s Newark Eagles. Without
some of its biggest stars, the
Negro National League folded in
1948.

As Manley, who died in 1981
and is the only woman inducted
in the Baseball Hall of Fame, put
it: “Fans deserted us to go see the
boys on the White team.”

“The League” is the latest —

and most thorough — recogni-
tion of the Negro Leagues in
recent years. In December 2020,
MLB announced it would add the
names and statistics of more
than 3,000 Negro Leaguers from
seven distinct leagues in the
1920s, 1930s and 1940s to its
official records. The latest edition
of “MLB The Show,” baseball’s
most popular video game simula-
tion, includes eight Negro
League legends as part of a new
game mode, with narrative vid-
eos about their journeys. And
just last month, MLB announced
the St. Louis Cardinals and San
Francisco Giants will play a regu-

lar season game in 2024 at Rick-
wood Field in Birmingham, Ala.,
which was home to the Negro
Leagues’ Birmingham Black Bar-
ons.

“That’s fantastic,” said Pollard,
who grew up a Cardinals fan and
is plenty familiar with historic
Rickwood Field. It’s where he
shot beautiful re-creations with
local college players in period-
specific uniforms and equipment
to break up the monotony of
black and white archival footage
and on-camera interviews in the
movie. “The thing they com-
plained most about was those old
gloves.”
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TOUR DE FRANCE

Pogacar’s mountain counterattack keeps his hopes from vanishing

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAUTERETS-CAMBZASQUE, FRANCE
— Tadej Pogacar was not done yet.

Just 24:hours after losing more
than a minute to his biggest rival
at the Tour de France — defend-
ing champion Jonas Vingegaard
— Pogacar showed he was not
ready to give up and revived the
suspense at cycling’s biggest
race.

Two-time champion Pogacar,
who was dethroned by Vinge-
gaard last summer, claimed a
10th career stage win Thursday
after a stunning counterattack
that dropped the reigning cham-
pion in the finale of the second
and last stage in the Pyrenees.

“I would not say revenge, but
it’s good to win today and take
back some time,” Pogacar said
after an epic day of racing in thin

air. “I feel a little bit of relief and
feel much better now.”

Vingegaard crossed the finish
line 24 seconds behind Pogacar
following their pulsating duel
and seized the yellow jersey,
25 seconds ahead of his Slovenian
rival.

“I would say it’s almost perfect
the gap, and it’s going to be a big,
big battle until the last stage,”
Pogacar said.

Overnight leader Jai Hindley
dropped to third place overall,
1 minute 34 seconds off the pace.

The Dbrutal 145-kilometer
(90-mile) Stage 6 with a moun-
taintop finish from the south-
western city of Tarbes to the
Plateau of Cambasque featured
three tough climbs, including the
legendary Col du Tourmalet.

It was on the steepest part of
the famed mountain pass, in thin

air, that Vingegaard, riding be-
hind a small group of breakaway
riders, started the battle.

After his Jumbo-Visma team-
mates asphyxiated competition
with a frenetic pace that made
most of the other contenders
crack, Vingegaard launched a
sharp attack about 1.5 kilometers
(0.9 miles) from the summit.
Pogacar was the only one able to
follow.

“The display Jonas showed
yesterday was incredible, and I
was thinking when they started
pulling on the Tourmalet, ‘If it’s
going to happen like yesterday,
we can pack our bags and go
home, ” Pogacar said. “Luckily I
had good legs today and could
follow on the Tourmalet quite
comfortably.”

Vingegaard’s teammate, Wout
van Aert, who was part of the

early breakaway and rode furi-
ously throughout the day, waited
for his leader in the downhill as a
group of eight riders gathered at
the front before the final grind
with some steep sections and an
11 percent gradient.

The tireless Van Aert accelerat-
ed again with five Kkilometers
(3.1 miles) left to set up Vinge-
gaard’s second attack of the day,
with Pogacar and Michal Kwiat-
kowski taking his wheel.

The Polish rider was quickly
dropped, and the duelists were on
their own for the last three kilo-
meters (1.9 miles) of the stage,
spurred on by the vociferous cries
of fans lining up the road and
lighting flares.

Pogacar then placed his explo-
sive counterattack with 2.6 kilo-
meters (1.6 miles) left and never
looked back.

into thin air

(ntinental
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Tadej Pogacar outdueled defending champion Jonas Vingegaard,
the new overall leader, to claim a stage win and cut his deficit.
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Atlanta at Chicago, 8 WEDNESDAY'S RESULT Anhelina Kalinina (26), Ukraine, def. Jessica Bouzas | OVERALL STANDINGS —TOP U.S. RIDERS Matthew NeSmith 3335 — 68 -3 | DaYeonLlee 3538 — 73 41
MONDAYS GAIES Charte L aton ok ly 1 oy o &4, €3 g Gl Mgy ot | el Py Unied e Bt | oo R AR -
No games scheduled. SATURDAY'S MATCHES Niemeier, Germany, def. Karolina Muchova (16), Czech sg.zlglatteo Jorgenson, United States, Movistar Team, Eg\?g ?’F}lz)%pslon gg gﬁ - gg :g B?)Jtatgge;\/?gi?lgn.aru g; gg _ ;ﬁ 3
Miami at D.C. United, 7:30 Republic, 6-4, 5-7, 6-1; Bianca Andreescu, Canada, def. 2. ) Tyson Alexander .. 3435 — 69 -2 | Aditi Ashok 3539 — 74 +2
Cincinnati at Charlotte FC, 7:30 Anna Bondar, Hungary, 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 82. 6. Lawson Craddock, United States, Team Jayco-Alu- | yyegjey Bryan ... 3435 — 69 -2 | MonetChun 3638 — 74 +2
N ! ! la, 1:01:34. _ R i _
Sun 93, Storm 73 New York City FC at Columbus, 7:30 WOMEN'S SINGLES — SECOND ROUND 97. Kevin Vermaerke, United States, Team dsm-firmen- | oo o2'¢ BhC 9 3| Cnalganda EE N
Seattle 18 21 28 — 73 | AvlntaatCFMontréal, 7:30 Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Wang Xinyu, China, 64, |  ich, 1:13:19. Austin Conie 3334 = 69 2 | MinaHarigae 3737 - 4 9
Connecticut 8 23 13 — 03 New England at New York, 7:30 6-3; Elina Svitolina, Ukraine, def. Elise Mertens (28), 149. Quinn Simmons, United States, Trek Segafredo, Lucas Glover . 2633 — 69 -2 | Alice Howson . 3440 — 74 4
! St. Louis City SCat Toronto FC, 7:30 Belgium, 6-1, 1-6, 6-1; Lesia Tsurenko, Ukraine, def. 1:34:01. Emiliano Grillo 3435 — 69 -2 Haeji Kang ...... 3935 — 74 +2
SEATTLE MIN FG FT O-T A PFPTS Nashville at Chicago, 8:30 Katerina Sir)iakova, Cze:ch Republic_, 6-4, 6-1; Ana Bog- RusseIIHenIey.: 3435 — 49 -2 Haruka Kavx;.asaki 3836 — 74 +2
Horston 250 39 00 242 2 6 | SportingKCat Houston, 8:30 dan, Romabia, def, Aydia Parks, United States, 1.6, 62, Harry Higgs .. 3336 — 69 -2 | GraceKim... 3638 — 74 +2
Nurse 2526 3-6 33 1-3 4 0 11 | AustinFCatMinnesota, 8:30 ; Petra Martic (30), Croatia, def. Diane Parry, France, TRANSACTIONS Beau Hossler 3633 — 69 -2 | SeiYoungKim 3737 — 74 +2
Magbegor 2009 49 00 051 3 '8 | FCDallasatColorado, 9:30 K5, &3, 63 Mirta Andrecva, Russia, def. Barbora Sung Kang 3633 — 69 -2 | AlineKrauter . 3836 — 74 +2
Dojkic 21:06 1-3 22 00 1 3 5 | orlando City at Real Salt Lake, 9:30 rejcikova (10), Czech Republic, 6-3, 4-0, ret; Victoria Matt Kuchar . 3336 — 69 -2 | Brontelaw 3638 — 74 +2
Loyd 2836 613 79 122 3 22 hiladelohi | X Azarenka (19), Belarus, def. Nadia Podoroska, Argenti- | ., o Andrew Landry 3435 — 69 -2 | Andrealee 3737 — 74 2
Whitcomb 243 17 00 29 4 0 3 | Dhiladelphiaat LA Galaxy, 10:30 na, 6-3, 6-0; Marie Bouzkova (32), Czech Republic, def. Ben Martin ..... 3732 — 69 -2 | Ruixinliu .. 3836 — 74 +2
Fankam Mendji- 1. San Jose at Los Angeles FC, 10:30 Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, 6-1, 6-2; Elisabetta Cocciaret- - MLB: Suspended minor league free agent pitcher Wel- | illiam McGirt . 3534 — 69 -2 | YunaNishimura . 3935 — 74 +2
adeu 1727 47 00 12 0 3 8 | SeattleatVancouver, 10:30 to, Italy, def. Rebeka Masarova, Spain, 6-3, 6-1; Katie | ington Santana 56 games without pay after testing | Troy Merritt . 3435 — 69 -2 | FarahO’Keefe 3737 — 74 +2
T ! : y
Holmes 1710 25 12 143 0 5 Boulter, Britain, def. Viktoriya Tomova, Bulgaria, 6-0, | positive for a performance-enhancing substance in | Ryan Moore 3237 — 69 -2 | PaulaReto 3836 — 74 +2
Melbourne 1636 23 01 010 2 5 3-6, 6-3; Beatriz Haddad Maia (13), Brazil, def. Jaqueline | - violation of joint minor league drug prevention and |  Andrew Novak .. 3336 — 69 -2 | Madelene Sagstrom 3638 — 74 +2
Turner 533 03 00 000 0 0 [ Wy ég;ggn%'sg?f"r Jféfe?:"("ﬂgtgbgnﬁf(%‘; f:tf‘figag'gﬂ;aé Eraeﬁtmspg pOgram. ek Chris Vallimont & Ryan Palmer . 3237 — 69 -2 | LizetteSalas ..... 3638 — 74 +2
: 2 0-0 1- , def. 3 , 4-6, 7- i foles: Trade ris Vallimont to i - B -
.I?;.sr:ell-ls 22;3 26?65 13?13 9}31 13 12 72 (8-6), 6-4; Caroline Garcia (5), France, def. Leylah Annie Cleveland in exchange for cash considerations. ﬁgifnkffy'e - ;g ;Z‘ - 23 .% E'Q%rlfmﬁqm?as 2; ;g - ;Z‘ ::%
. L T Pts GF GA Fernandez, Canada, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (8-6); Magda Linette Boston Red Sox: Agreed to terms with C Jorge Alfaro on Ross Steelman . 3135 — 69 -2 Albane Valenzuela . 3836 — 74 +2
Percentages: FG .38, FT .765. 3-Point Goals: 8-24, 333 | North Carolina. 4 2 26 20 11 | (23) Poland, def. Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic, 64, | a one-year contract. Designated C Caleb Hamilton for | Adam Svensson .. 3435 — 69 -2 | DewiWeber 3737 — 74 %2
(Loyd 3-7, Nurse 2-5, Dojkic 1-1, Melbourne 1-1, Whit- | Portland.. 304 2 33 19| 67 (86) 63 Donna Vekic (20), Croatia, def. Sloane | assignment. Aaron Baddeley — 70 -1 | MiyuuYamas 3836 — 74 +2
comb 1-6, Horston 0-1, Magbegor 0-1, Hoimes 0-2). OL Reign... 4 3 4 B 1 Stephens, United States, 4-6, 7-5, 6-4; Marketa Von- Chicago White Sox: Recalled RHPs Jimmy Lambert and Jason Dufner ... . - 70 -1 Rose Zhang ... 3638 — 74 +2
Team Rebounds: 8. Team Turnovers: 3. Blocked Shots: 3 Washington 3 5 23 20 19 drousova, _Czech Repubhq, def. Vel:onlka Kudgrmetova Nick Padilla from Charlo_tte(IL). Placed RHP Joe Kelly on Tyler Duncan 3436 — 70 -1 Ashleigh Buhai 3738 — 75 +3
(Magbegor 2, Whitcomb). Turnovers: 20 (Whitcomb 4, | SothamFC.. 4 4 2 15 13 | (12) Russia 63, 6-3; Belinda Bencic (14), Switzerland, [ the 15-day IL, retroactive to July 5. Sent LHP Garrett | Derek Ernst .. 3535 — 70 -1 | JennyColeman 3837 — 75 +3
Dojkic 3, Horston 3, Loyd 3, Fankam Mendjiadeu 2, San Diego 6 2 20 19 16 def. Danielle _C0||In5, United States, 3-6, 6-‘!, 7-6 (7-2); Crochet to Charlo_tte on arehab assignment. Doug Ghim ... 3436 — 70 -1 Perrine Delacour 3738 — 75 +3
Magbegor 2, Melbourne 2, Holmes). Steals: 8 (Horston 3, Houston . 4 6 18 10 11 Elena Rybakina (3), Kazakhstan, def. Alize Cornet, Cleveland Guardians: Placed RHP Cal Quintrill on the Chesson Hadley 3436 — 70 -1 Lindy Duncan . 3936 — 75 +3
Dojkic, Holmes, Melbourne, Nurse, Turner). Technical Louisville. 4 7 16 1715 France, 6-2, 7-6 (7-2); Jessica Pegula (4), United States, 15-day IL. Recalled RHP Cody Morris from Columbus (IL). Adam Hadwin 3535 — 70 -1 Linn Grant ... 3837 — 75 +3
Fouls: coach Pokey Chatman, 3:19 third. Orlando.... 8 1 16 14 21 | def. CristinaBucsa, Spain, 6-1, 6-4; Anastasia Potapova Houston Astros: Recalled RHP Ronel Blanco and INF | james Hahn .. 3337 — 70 -1 Minami Katsu 3936 — 75 +3
y 1 n
Kansas City. 9 0 15 16 24 (22), Russia, def. Kaja Juvan, Slovenia, 6-3, 7-5. David Hensley from Sugar Land (PCL). Placed 2B Jose Russell Knox . 3535 — 70 -1 Lauren Kim ... 3936 — 75 +3
gﬁNNECTICUT Zgﬂg 6'_1?) OFE 3; 2 Pg PIZ é?igcglggltv 3 i ig %g %% MEN’S DOUBLES — FIRST ROUND Altuve on tyhe 10-day IL, retroactive to July 4. Optioned | Kelly Kraft .... 3535 — 70 -1 | NannaKoerstzMadsen . 3738 — 75 +3
en - | - i { . — = 1 —
Bonner 2336 57 33 071 2 16 Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic (9), Croatia, def. Matwe hzsvpggtir\’ylat:lsl(rzgs:kllztgcgnggrFlimgj Deivi Garcia from TMOaTtr;:,yLl;li]PJ : §g§§ — ;g .% Eg'frfﬁpayﬁﬁﬂﬁe';“‘ gg ;; - ;g 2
Thomas 2247 711 23 157 2 16 SATURDAY'S RESULTS Middelkoop, Netherlands, and Marcelo Demoliner, Bra- Scranton/Wilkes-Barre (IL). Optioned RHP Randy Derek Lamely’ 3535 — 70 -1 Gaby Lopez . s 3738 — 75 +3
Hayes 2434 510 3-3 0-0 5 4 14 Orlando 3, at Washington 0 2il, 7-6 (7-3), 6-4; Connor Thomson and Toby Samuel, Vasquez to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. Claimed LHP Antho- Taylor Moore 3634 — 70 -1 Azahara Mun 3738 — 75 +3
Hiedeman 3326 45 44 0-0 1 3 14 Louisville 2, at OL Reign 2 Britain, def. Y_anm(_k Ha_an_fmann, Germany, and Pedro ny Misiewicz off waivers from Detroit and assigned him Trey Mullinax 3535 — 70 -1 Miyo Sato ....... 3738 — 75 +3
Harris 2254 48 22 015 3 11 [ 4t chicagod, San Diego 0 Cachin, Argenting,7-5, &-3;Lucas Miedler and Alexander | - to Scranton/ Wilkes-Barre. o Geoff Ogilvy . 3634 — 70 -1 | Angela Stanfor 3500 — 75 +3
Nelson-Ododa  19:59 28 22 49 1 2 6 at North Carolina 1, Houston 0 Rgn%rérkrl:édrlla'Fraen.ce "2’_&9' 6‘_‘3“3;&; 19_;]0;” sonr arl:g Oakland Athletics: Sent RHP Chad Smith outright to Las D.A. Points ... 3436 — 70 -1 Grace Summerhays 3837 — 75 +3
Brown 1647 12 00 031 1 2 Kansas City 1, at Portland 0 Max Purcell’ Auctralia. daf. Joh lsner and chk Sock Vegas (PCL). ) Chad Ramey . 3634 — 70 -1 | Teresa Toscano Borrero. 3837 — 75 +3
Dixon 906 02 00 000 1 0 4 United States, 7-5. 6.4 Si Bolelli and Andrea Seattle Mariners: Recalled RHP Isaiah Campbell from Patrick Rodgers 3436 — 70 -1 Yana Wilson 75 +3
TOTALS 200 34-6316-17 6-3024 18 93 | SUNDAY’S RESULT nited States, /-5, 6-4; >imone Bolelll and Andrea Arkansas (TL). Designated LHP Tommy Milone for | Gordon Sargent 3634 — 70 -1
N Vavassori, Italy, def. Gonzalo Escobar, Ecuador, and assignment. Robby Shelton 3436 — 70 -1
Percentages: FG .540, FT .941. 3-Point Goals: 9-13,.692 Angel City 0, at Gotham FCO éleks_andAr Ne?jov;ﬁsov, Kazadkt_}s_tatn, _65'4' 7_I6V\;9'_7)—; Tampa Bay Rays: Recalled RHP Ryan Thompson from Kyle Stanley ... 3436 — 70 -1 DP World Tour
(Bonner 3-4, Hiedeman 2-2, Allen 2-3, Harris 1-1, Hayes FRIDAY’S MATCHES omain Arneodo, IVonaco, and Iristan-Samuel VVeiss Durham (IL). Optioned RHP Luis Patino to Durham. Erik Van Rooyen 3436 — 70 -1
1-2, Brown 0-1). Team Rebounds: 6. Team Turnovers: . born, Austria, def, Hugo Dellien, Bolivia, and Juan Pablo Texas Rangers: Reinstated RHP Jose Leclerc from the Dylan Wu 3436 — 70 -1 MADE IN HIMMERLAND
None. Blocked Shots: 7 (Allen 2, Nelson-Ododa 2, | OLReignat Orlando,7 Varillas, Peru, 6-3, 6-4; Marcelo Melo, Brazil, and John | 15-gay IL. Optioned RHP Joe Barlow to RoundRock (PCL). | KewmYur .. 3634 — 70 -1 ’ )
Bonner, Dixon, Thomas). Turovers: 17 (Thomas 4, Ka_nsas City at Lomsw.lle,S Peers (16), Australia, def. Rolfln H_aase,_Nett_le_rlands, Toronto Blue Jays: Recalled RHP Jay Jackson from Arjun Atwal . 3437 — 711 E At lepmerlar]d_Golf& Spa Resort; In Farso, Denmark
Harris 3, Hiedeman 3, Brown 2, Nelson-Ododa 2, Bonner, | Chicago at Houston, 8:30 and Philipp Oswald, Austria, 67 (7-4), é-4, 6-4; Jacob |~ gutfalo (IL). Christiaan Bex 3437 — 91 £ | Durse:$33million
Dixon, Hayes). Steals: 10 (Thomas 3, Allen 2, Brown 2, " Fearnley and Johannus Monday, Britain, def. Andre Cincinnati Reds: Reinstated RHP Tony Santillan from the Ryan Brehm 3635 — 71 E Yardage: 6,647; Par: 70
Hayes 2, Harris). Technical Fouls: Sun, 3:22 second. SATU_RDAYSMAT(_H Goransson, Sweden, and Ben McLachlan, Japan, 1-6, 7-6 | g0-day IL. Designated RHP Ricky Karcher for assign- Szott Brown . 3738 — 71 E | FIRSTROUND
Washington at San Diego, 10 §7-2), &4 Maxim Gonzalez and Aindres Moiteni (1), | - ment. Optioned RHP Brett Kennedy to Lousville (IL). Kevin Chappeli 3734 — 71 E | RobertMacintyre, Scotland - 6 -6
SUNDAY’S MATCHES rgentina, det. Luke Johnson and Julian Lasn, britain, Milwaukee Brewers: Sent LHP Justin Wilson to Nash- Chad Collins .. 3437 — 71 E Ross Fisher, England ..... — 66 -4
5-7, 6-4, 6-3; Michael Venus, New Zealand, and Jamie i i - ? ' - B
Lynx 90, Fever 83 il P ville (IL) on a rehab assignment. Zecheng Dou . 3536 — 71 E Nick Bachem, Germany .. 67 -3
L;’te Wec;nesday ﬁOrtt':f&d atl_GOthta"A“ FC'I i{io . Mau\;i?yv(elg?, fg:;aa':&:;f-sﬁla?ﬁ“%%'"’gté'f g"j_”c,\:fa?(”j st rI;ouifs Cardinals: hSeIe(te)d the contdract of RHP Iéyle Dylan Frittelli 3833 — 71 E Daan Huizing, Netherlands - 67 -3
orth Carolina at Angel City, ° v SPalll, o 37y 0o Vel Leahy from Memphis (IL). Optioned LHP Matthew | Ryan Gerard . 3833 — 71 E | Johannes Veerman, United States - 67 -3
Granollers, Spain, and Horacio Zeballos (15), Argentina, i - e : f _ R
:\|/\|||D|\|I|GQISAOTA ;_Z gi %421 ig - gz ge;.(l;oéb)er; ga(gag)ar}déJ(Uff g)ebastian Cabal, Colombia, gg)nerglt-glr‘ed‘;t)“l,\/l%rir;ell;:. Selected the contract of RHP Eigﬁ?ﬁ;ﬁ'n”g'mn . gg §§ — ;% E Iﬁg?;ﬂﬂg?g:;ﬂi’gs#m:{t_: — 22 %
- AUTO RACING =/ 070), 170X 7=2), /- 7). Mauricio LI_overafrom Sacramento(l_?CL). Optioned RHP Jim Herman .. 3437 — 71 E Alexander Levy, France .. — 68 -2
INDIANA: Hull 4-6 0-0 8, Smith 8-18 1-1 18, Boston 8-9 WOMEN'S DOUBLES — FIRST ROUND Keaton Winn fo Sacramento. Designated OF Dalton | - Michael Kim . 353 — 71 E | AndySullivan, England .. - 68 =2
6-622, K Mitchell 2-10 227, Wheeler 4-100-08, Cannon . Zhaoxuan Yang, China, and Ekaterina Alexandrova, [ Guthrieforassignment. Patton Kizzire . 336 — 71 £ | Daniel Brown, England -ed
0-11-21, Berger 0-22-22, Caldwell 2-41-16, Vivians2-3 | NASCAR Cup Series Russia, def. Nicole Melichar-Martinez, United States, | NBA Kyoung-Hoon Lee . 3437 — 71 E | NachoElvira, Spain - 23 %
0-05, Wallace 3-7 0-0 6. Totals 33-70 13-14 83, POINTS LEADERS and Ellen Perez (4), Australia, 6-4, 7-6 (9-7); Oksana . . . | Davidlipsky . 3635 — 71 E | Ryo Hisatsune, Japa - %
X i i f i Atlanta Hawks: Signed G Seth Lundy and F Miles Norris Adam Long ... 3635 — 71 E Matthieu Pavon, Franc - 69 -1
MINNESOTA: Collier 11-23 8-10 32, Miller 0-5 1-2 1 Kalashnikova, Georgia, and Iryna Shymanovich, Belarus, X David R 4 60 -1
I : Collier , Miller , Through Sunday. def. Shuko Aoyama and Ena Shibahara (8), Japan, 6-2, to two-way contracts. . Peter Malnati 3635 — 71 E avid Ravetto, France ... - -
unasz 5-6 0-16, Allen -5 9-. , Vicbride 6-116-6 21, - Mai i i it oston Celtics: Signe shae Brisset an ordan Max McGreevy . 3635 — 71 E of ements, Englan: -
Juhdsz 3-6 0-1 6, Allen 3-59-10 16, McBride 6-11 6-6 21, . 6-4; Maia Lumsden and Naiktha Bains, Britain, def. Xu Boston Celtics: Signed F Oshae B t and G Jord Todd Cl nts, E land 70 E
garlre]tonztz-;o_zdzggr, Er}gsg_eorzo_-zozo_-roto,l ,\97"?5822%%4193' % vaz_iﬁ‘_un Téueer,Sggl. Yifan, China, and Anna Danilina (11), Kazakhstan, 3-6, Walsh. . . Seung-Yul Noh . 3338 — 71 E Jeremy Frelb(ljjrgE_aus,ISV\Qtzerland 3634 — 70 E
anham , Traylor . Totals A 3. A i Ia([.P\ {rqn,SB. 7-6 (7-3), 7-6 (11-9); Zhang Shuai, China, and Caroline Brooklyn Nets: Re—.5|gne51 F Cameron Johnson. . Sam _Ryder ........ 3437 — 71 E Mateusz Gra hec ;{Po an - 78 E
Three-point Goals: Indiana 4-16 (Vivians 1-1, Caldwell [ 38055 Fnastam 27, Dolehide (16), United States, def. Ingrid Neel, Estonia, | Charlotte Homets: Re-signed G LaMelo Ball to arookie | Austin Smotherman 353 - 71 E E”%"é‘;(KKf.Og Jo annessen . - ;0 E
1-2, Smith 1-3, K.Mitchell 1-5, Cannon 0-1, Hull 0-1, p ristopher Bell, 570. and Emma Navarro, United States, 6-4, 6-3; Kimberley scale contract extension. . . Brandt Snedeker .. 3536 — 71 E rederik Kjettrup, Denmar -
. ) ! X ! . Kyle Busch, 560. i i iz i Chicago Bulls: Waived C Marko Simonovic. Robert Streb ..... 3536 — 71 E Richard Mansell, England .. - 70 E
Wheeler 0-1, Wallace 0-2), Minnesota 7-20 (McBride 6. Denny Hamlin, 538 Zimmermann, Belgium, and Yana Sizikova, Russia, def. Cleveland Cavaliers: Re-signed L ianed F ¢ Eddie P | England 0 E
3-7, Collier 2-5, Allen 1-1, Banham 1-1, Juhdsz 0-1, Miller - benny Hamiin, >>o. Emily Appleton and Jodie Anna Burrage, Britain, 6-3, eveland Cavaliers: Re-signed G Caris LeVert. Signe Kevin Streelman .. 437 - 71 E dcie reppere’l, tngian -
B i . e 7. Kevin Harvick, 523. wH n p i Georges Niang and G Ty Jerome. Acquired G Max Strus Carl Yuan ... 3635 — 71 E Richie Ramsay, Scotland ... - 70 E
0-2, Carleton 0-3). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: Indiana 6-4; Lauren Davis, United States, and Rosalie Van Der > nd . " ¢
: H . c cdon A 8. Kyle Larson, 521. : h from Miami in exchange for draft considerations. Greg Chalmers .. 3537 — 72 +1 Brandon Robinson-Thompson - 70 E
30 (Smith 11), Minnesota 26 (Collier 8). Assists: Indiana 9R Hoek, Netherlands, def. Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, and . d - A )
" " . Ryan Blaney, 506. H ¢ 1 6 Dallas Mavericks: Acquired F Richaun Holmes from Trevor Cone .. 3537 — 72 +1 Adrien Saddier, France .. - 70 E
15 (Wheeler 7), Minnesota 20 (Allen 6). Total Fouls: Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, 6-4, 6-0.
Indiana 25, Minnesota 16. A: 7,624 (19,356) 10. Joey Logano, 491. Sacramento. Paul Haley ... 3537 — 72 +1 Marc Warren, Scotland .. — 70 E
! I ! % %hlns Eugz_chkerz‘ég%. Denver Nuggedts: SigPed Gs Jaler;] Pickett andkF HuntTr Zach Johnson 3438 — 72 +1 ?ufr%%r Vélr':ebebUnitedkSt - ;g E
. Tyler Reddick, 465. Tyson. Signed G Julian Strawther to a rookie scale Yuto Katsuragawa 3636 — 72 +1 e inther, Denmark .. -
; 13. Brad Keselowski, 463. contract. Seonghyeon Kim .. 3834 — 72 +1 John Axelsen, Denmark .. - 71 +1
Aces 89, Wings 82 ig Eicé(g S\;Venltlwous%éri 418. ATP Detroit Pistons: Acquired G/F Joe Harris and 2027 and Anders Larson .. 3636 — 72 +1 éllfxan?f?r Bjork, Sweden : - 7% +%
. Bubba Wallace, 387. 2029 second-round draft picks from Brooklyn in ex- Hank Lebioda 3735 — 72 +1 ristoffer Bring, Denmar| - 71 +
Late Wednesday 16. Ty Gibbs, 378. SINGLES RANKINGS change for cash considerations. Reid Martin .. 3537 — 72 +1 Louis De Jager, South Africa . - 71 +
DALLAS 2% 25 16 15 — 82 17. Daniel Suarez, 372. Through Tuesday. Golden State Warriors: Acquired G Chris Paul from Henrik Norlander .. 3735 — 72 +1 Grant Forrest, Scotland . - 71 +1
LASVEGI.-{.S 21 21 23 24 — 89 18. Michael McDowell, 368. i Washington in exchange for Gs Ryan Rollins and Jordan Kaito Onishi .. 3735 — 72 +1 Gavin Green, Malaysia — 71 +1
. 19. AJ Allmendinger, 354, 1. Carlos Alcaraz, Spain, 7675 Poole, F Patrick Baldwin Jr. and draft considerations. Callum Tarren 3636 — 72 +1 Julien Guerrier, France .. — 71 +1
DALLAS: Howard 13-23 3-3 32, Sabally 2-5 5-5 9, | 20.Alex Bowman, 352. 2. Novak Djokovic, Serbia, 7595 Houston Rockets: Acquired G Patty Mills and draft | Nick Taylor ... 3537 — 72 +1 | Nicolai Hojgaard, Denmark - 71+
McCowan 6-14 2-4 14, Dangerfield 5-12 0-0 11, Ogun- 21. Justin Haley, 333. 3. Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 5890 considerations from Brooklyn in exchange for draft Martin Trainer .. 3438 — 72 +1 Scott Jamieson, Scotland . - 71 +1
bowale 5-20 0-0 12, Kﬁier 0-3 0-0 0, Siegrist 1_i 002, 22. Austin Cin(jric, 333. 4. Casper RUUd_y Norway, 4960 considerations. Kevin Tway 3438 — 72 +1 Matthew Jordan, England .. — 71 +1
Burton 0-1 0-0 0, Sims 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 33-82 10-12 82. 23, Corey LaJoie, 331. 5. Stefanos Tsitsipas, Greece, 4670 Indiana Pacers: Signed G Bruce Brown. Re-signed G Nick Watney . 3735 — 72 +1 Nathan Kimsey, England - 71 +1
LAS VEGAS: Wilson 6-18 10-12 22, Y 10-155-6 28 24. Chase Elliott, 323. 6. Holger Rune, Denmark, 4510 Tyrese Haliburton to a rookie scale contract extension.. Kyle Westmor 3537 — 72 +1 Hao-Tong Li, China .......... - 71 +1
Packer o '2_2'75"2' 57190 %“”9 S8 32 50, 25. Ryan Preece, 312. 7. Andrey Rublev, Russia, 4255 Los Angeles Lakers: Signed G Gabe Vincent, F Taurean Vince Whaley ... 3636 — 72 +1 Zander Lombard, South Africa .. — 71 +1
e S 3 002 Rl 0100 0. Tobils 3062 203488, %9 ',&o_ddAGIHI_lIa?d,ZZ;;). g %aa';?sl;g:ﬂge[js'fgfigﬁ PriémcFeRar]tLC Jha_xson Hayes. Re-signed G Austin Reaves | Augusto Nunez 373 — 73 +2 gul‘l_l(/i If_\l?'n%’ IGerrﬂaAny [ - ;i +%
4 - - . Aric Almirola, 297. . , USA, . - avid Micheluzzi, Australia - +
Three-point Goals: Dallas 6-24 (Howard 3-9, Ogunbow- |  28. Austin Dillon, 248. 10. Frances Tiafoe, USA, 3085 Ia\I[I]iami IEI"eat?cRe!\r-Ti]grﬁed F Kevin Love. ggLTLSStter‘éekgs.. gg gg - ;g 3 Lukas Nemecz, Austria .. - 71 41
ale 2-9, Dangerfield 1-3, Burton 0-1, Kuier 0-1, Sabally 29. Harrison Burton, 242. 11. Karen Khachanov, Russia, 3035 Milwaukee Bucks: Re-signed F Khris Middleton and C Michael Thorbjornsen .. 3736 — 73 +2 Adrian Otaegui, Spain ... - 71 +1
0-1), Las Vegas 9-20 (Young 3-5, Clark 3-6, Gray 2-6, 30. Erik Jones, 241. 12. Felix Auger-Aliassime, Canada, 2760 Brook Lopez. Signed G Malik Beasley. Trevor Werbylo ... 3835 — 73 +2 Marcel Schneider, Germany .. — 71 +1
Parker 1-2, Wilson 0-1). Fouled Out: None. Rebounds: | 3L Chase Briscoe, 207. 13. Cameron Norrie, Great Britain, 2610 Oklahoma City Thunder: Acquired F Davis Bertans from Joseph Bramlett .. 3737 — 74 +3 Freddy Schott, Germany ... - 71 +1
Ra”?i’ 39D ﬂ'lﬂvﬁrgolﬁ.b LaslVgs)JaE 3‘{/ (Wllslgn(GB)- ;g._l?lo%h”('zragfgg, 166. ig _i'_gm;%gﬁrlcﬁosa&'32253005 Dallas. Acquired G Victor Oladipo and draft consider- | Tommy Gainey . 3935 — 74 +3 | Robin ngiot-Siégl’iSt: France .. - 7% +%
ssists: Dallas gunbowale 7), Las Vegas ray . Ty Dillon, 153. . , USA, tions from Miami. id Li . - Marcel Siem, Germany ...... — 71 #
6). Total Fouls: Dallas 19, Las Vegas 12. A: 10,177 34, Bﬁ McLeod, 88. 16. Lorenzo Musetti, Italy, 2210 Sﬁggﬁixrgﬂ'ns:'gi';‘:,ede Eric Gordon. Is)gghd(;"lﬁg:?erth g; §3 - ;2 3 Martin Simonsen, Denymark . — 71 +1
(12,000) 35. Cody Ware, 65. i; ﬁluegecr‘temlplfaucrz, AP%T;LZMZ[OZ«S%B fortland Traitl Blat\zers: Re-signed F John Butler Jr. to a Camer%n Percy . 3539 — 74 +3 IJ)ordlavr\lIL._SmiEh, IIEnchiand - ;i ?
. ’ ' Wo-way contract. Doc Redman . 3836 — 74 +3 aul Waring, Englan - +
San Antonio Spurs: Re-signed F Julian Champagnie. Brent Grant .. 3639 — 75 +4 Wu Ashun, China ....... - 72 +2
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